
 
 

UNEP/CMS Secretariat   ●   UN Campus   ●   Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1   ●   53113 Bonn   ●   Germany 
Tel (+49 228) 815 2401   ●   Fax (+49 228) 815 2449   ●   E-Mail: cms.secretariat@cms.int    ●   Website: www.cms.int 

Convention on the Conservation of  
Migratory Species of Wild Animals  

 
 
 
 
 

Information for the Media 
 

13th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Migratory Species (CMS COP13) and Associated Events 

 
 
Venue 
Mahatma Mandir Convention and Exhibition Centre 
Gandhinagar, India 
 
Date: 15 to 22 February 2020  
 
NOTE TO PRESS:  
 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the opening of the CMS COP13 on 
Monday, 17 February 2020. 
 
Media Accreditation 
To attend the conference and its associated meetings, all media representatives are 
required to register and obtain accreditation to cover the event. Early online registration 
is highly recommended.   
 
Online registration is now open and available until 14 February 2020 through the 
following webpage:  
 
REGISTRATION PAGE 
 
Please be aware that online pre-registration is essential to receive the required 
documents for your visa application and the badge you will need to access the venue. If 
you choose to register at the venue, you may face severe delays in securing access to 
the conference. 
 
  
To register online, the following documents are required:  
 

• One recent passport-size photograph (to be used for your access badge) 
• A valid *press card (to be uploaded in the ‘credentials’ section) 
• A copy (picture and signature pages) of your passport (for foreign journalists) or 
national identity card (for local applicants) 

 

https://meetings.cms.int/meetings/COP13/registration
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*Freelance journalists and digital media with no press card can submit at least two 
verifiable articles published in the last six months by an active, credible media 
organization.   
 
How do I get to the conference venue from Gandhinagar city centre? 
Daily transport will be provided from hotels to the conference venue. Pick-up points will 
be communicated at a later date. 
 
Visa Requirements for India 
Foreign journalists intending to cover the conference must apply online for a 
Conference Visa via the Government of India online visa application portal at: 
www.indianvisaonline.gov.in 
 
Journalists not eligible for an eVisa, need to apply for a visa at their local Embassy or 
High Commission. Three letters will be required from the Indian Government, which will 
be sent to applicants by the CMS Secretariat upon completing the online registration: 
 
 (i) An invitation letter from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Wildlife Division (ii) a letter issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs relating to the visa 
application and; (iii) a political clearance letter issued by the Ministry of External Affairs.  
 
A further two letters will be issued by the CMS Secretariat: 
(i) Note Verbale and; (ii) an invitation letter. 
  
When can I pick up my access badge?   
The access badge to the conference will be provided at the venue for all participants 
who have pre-registered online. The venue will open on Saturday, 15 February 2020 
from 8.00 am. Registered media are urged to pick up their badges during Saturday or 
Sunday, in advance of the opening of CMS COP13 on 17 February.  
 
Press Centre 
There will be a dedicated press and media centre at the conference venue with free 
WiFi connectivity. In addition, there will be a working room equipped with a monitor and 
a live feed from the main conference plenary.  
 
Interview and Video Room 
Conference Room 1, with the CMS COP13 back-drop, will be available for interviews. 
 
Internet and Computers 
Free WiFi will be available throughout the conference venue.  
 
Press Releases 
The CMS Secretariat will issue press releases, which will be distributed electronically to 
media registered with CMS. If you are covering the event remotely and wish to be on 
the list, please contact press@cms.int  
 
Press releases will also be available directly after press conferences on: 
https://www.cms.int/press 

https://www.cms.int/press
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Pre-scheduled Press Conferences 
Press conferences will take place in the Press Conference Room, Seminar Hall 2. Only 
CMS COP13 accredited journalists may attend. However, the pre-scheduled press 
events below will be streamed live. (Check online for the weblink closer to the dates). 
Press conferences will be conducted in English. The Webcast link will be posted on the 
CMS COP13 Newsroom / Press Page 
 

Date   Subject 

Monday, 17 February 2020 
(Time to be confirmed) 

Opening Press Conference 

Saturday, 22 February 2020 
(Time to be confirmed) 

Outcomes of COP13 

 
 
 
Other Press Events  
Partners accredited to CMS COP13 may be convening press conferences or organizing 
media engagements independent of CMS. Notifications of these events will be sent by 
the organizers.  
 
Daily Journal 
The events taking place each day will be announced in the CMS COP13 Daily Journal, 
which will be available on the dedicated webpage: https://www.cms.int/cop13/daily-
journal 
 
Conference App  
A conference app will be available at CMS COP13. It will keep you up to date on the 
schedule of meetings, press conferences, latest news and press releases.  
 
To access the CMS COP13 App, please download the UNEP Events app available on 
Apple App Store and Google Play, then search and download CMS COP13 inside the 
UNEP Events app. It will be live a few days before the start of CMS COP13. 
 
COP Agenda 
The agenda of the meeting is available online at https://www.cms.int/cop13. An 
annotated agenda with additional details will be posted soon here. Please note that 
meeting rooms and times may be subject to change.   
 
For the latest schedule and room allocations, please consult the monitors and screens 
at the conference venue or refer to the conference app.  
 
All CMS COP13 documents, including the overall schedule of events from 15 to 22 
February can be found online at https://www.cms.int/cop13docs 
 
Side Events 
There will be over 60 side events taking place throughout CMS COP13.  

https://www.cms.int/cop13/webcast
https://www.cms.int/newsroom/?title=cop13
https://www.cms.int/press
https://www.cms.int/en/cop13/daily-journal
https://www.cms.int/en/cop13/daily-journal
https://www.cms.int/en/document/provisional-agenda-and-documents-15
https://www.cms.int/cop13
https://www.cms.int/cop13docs
https://www.cms.int/cop13docs
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The list of all side events and exhibitions is available here:  
https://www.cms.int/cop13/side-events-exhibitions-cop13 
 
Access to Meetings 
Accredited journalists may attend all open meetings, which include the Opening 
Plenary, the High-level Segment, and the Champions Night. They also have access to 
plenary sessions, side events, the Exhibition Hall, launches, cultural events and 
performances open to other delegates. Where demand exceeds capacity, access to 
these sessions may be restricted to meet UN safety and security requirements. In this 
case, entry is granted on a first-come-first-served basis, or otherwise limited.  
 
Journalists are strictly prohibited from attending or covering any of the informal 
meetings, such as regional meetings, CMS COP13 working groups or closed-door 
meetings of stakeholder groups. 
 
 
CMS COP13 Associated Events & Meetings (15 to 16 February 2020) 

A High-Level Segment will be held 16 February 2020. Ministers, Heads of International 
Organizations and other high-level representatives will participate in a panel discussion 
on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework.  

The Indian Government plans to introduce a Gandhinagar Declaration on CMS priorities 
for the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. The declaration is expected to be 
presented for adoption as a Draft Resolution to CMS COP13. It will be made available 
here. 

Champions Night  
At a special Champions Night on 16 February 2020, several governments will be 
recognized as Migratory Species Champions for their long-term support of initiatives 
that benefit the conservation of migratory species. 
 
Social Media  
The CMS Secretariat will be maintaining the following social media channels throughout 
CMS COP13:  
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bonnconvention 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/bonnconvention    
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/bonnconvention    
The hashtag for the Conference is: #CMSCOP13 
 
Press Contacts  
 
Florian Keil, Communications Team Leader, Email: press@cms.int; Tel: +49 (0)228 
815 2451; Local phone: will be added once available  
  
Veronika Lenarz, Public Information, UNEP/CMS Secretariat, Email: 
veronika.lenarz@un.org; Tel: +49 (0)228 815 2409; Local phone: will be added once 
available  

https://www.cms.int/cop13/side-events-exhibitions-cop13
https://www.cms.int/en/cop13/high-level-segment
https://www.facebook.com/bonnconvention
https://twitter.com/bonnconvention
http://www.youtube.com/bonnconvention
mailto:press@cms.int
mailto:veronika.lenarz@un.org

