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Background 

2025 marks the midpoint of this critical decade for synergistic action towards achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. In the lead up to UNFCCC COP30 in November 2025 and 

the UN Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) COP15 in March 2026, both hosted by Brazil, 

there is unprecedented momentum on the synergies between climate, energy, and nature action, 

from multilateral policy to national planning and implementation.  

Established in 1979, the CMS has long led global efforts on the nexus of climate change, nature 

and migratory species. At CMS COP14 in 2024, governments took a bold step forward with 

the adoption of Resolution 12.21(Rev.COP14) on climate change, emphasizing the importance 

of synergistic national planning, including the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). 

Since 2015, the CMS Energy Task Force, established by and reporting to the CMS COP, has 

become a leading multi-stakeholder platform, uniting over 20 governments and various 

intergovernmental organizations, multilateral development banks, NGOs and academia, for 

knowledge sharing and collaborative action on energy and nature. 

 

Objectives 

Building on previous events of the CMS Energy Task Force at UNFCCC subsidiary bodies 

sessions and COPs, as well as the recent webinar with the UNFCCC PCCB Network in April 

2025, this multistakeholder dialogue will bring together governments and experts across 

intergovernmental organizations, businesses, and NGOs. 

The interactive dialogue aims to foster exchange of views, best practices, challenges and 

opportunities on energy-nature synergies, from multilateral policy across Multilateral 

Environmental Agreements, to national planning such as Nationally Determined Contributions 

(NDCs) and National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAPs), and implementation 

action. 

For questions and to RSVP, please contact Cathy Yitong Li <cathy.li@birdlife.org>. 
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Agenda 

 

Time (CEST)  Segment Speaker & Affiliation 

13:15-13:30 Arrival, coffee and refreshments will be provided. 

13:30 
Opening by the 

moderator 

Cathy Yitong Li, CMS Energy Task Force Coordinator; 

Global Climate & Energy Policy Lead, BirdLife International 

13:35 Remarks 

- Amy Fraenkel, Executive Secretary, CMS 

- Daniel Boeira Lodetti, Deputy Head for Sustainable Development, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Brazil (UNFCCC COP30 and CMS COP15 

Presidency) 

- Sadia Afreen, representative of James Grabert, Director of Mitigation 

Division, UNFCCC 

13:50 

Presentation on 

the CMS Energy 

Task Force 

Ivan Ramirez, Head of Avian Team, CMS 

 

14:00 

(2-3 minutes per 

intervention) 

Roundtable 

interventions 

Governments 

- Joe Aitaro, Deputy Climate Change Coordinator, Palau (AOSIS Chair) 

- Loes Rutten, Marine Environment Department, Belgium 

- Patience Gandiwa, Director, ZimParks, Zimbabwe (Ramsar 

Convention on Wetlands COP15 Presidency) 

- Rebecca Redden, Assistant Director, Department of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade, Australia 

- Mathews Malata, Advisor, Malawi (LDC Chair) 

- Ambrosio Yobanolo del Real, Deputy Director, Chilean Sustainability 

and Climate Change Agency 

- Benjamin Georges-Picot, representative of Narangaravuu Altangerel, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia (UNCCD COP17 Presidency) 

Intergovernmental Organizations and Non-state Actors 

- Stephen Minas, Chair, UN Climate Technology Centre and Network 

Advisory Board 

- Tristan Tyrrell, Programme Officer, UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity 

- Cristina Moral, Climate Policies and International Alliances, Iberdrola 

- Simon Benmarraze, Head of Energy Planning and Modelling, IRENA 

- Caroline Herman, UN Youth Delegate for Sustainable Development 

- Sandeep Sengupta, Global Climate Policy Lead, IUCN 

[Open floor intervention if time allows] 

 

Guiding questions: How is your government/organization driving 

synergistic action on energy and nature in multilateral policy, national 

planning and implementation? What are the key challenges and 

opportunities you see in the lead up to UNFCCC COP30 and CMS COP15? 

14:55 Closing Moderator summarizes the next steps and closes 


