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INTRODUCTION

IN NOVEMBER 2014, PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES (CMS) ADOPTED RESOLUTION 11.14
‘PROGRAMME OF WORK ON MIGRATORY BIRDS AND FLYWAYS’, WHICH ESTABLISHED THE MANDATE TO DEVELOP
A MuLTI-SPECIES ACTION PLAN TO CONSERVE AFRICAN-EURASIAN VULTURES (VULTURE MSAP), UNDER THE
AUSPICES OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON THE CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY BIRDS OF PREY
IN AFRICA AND EURASIA (RAPTORS MoU). FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH THE IUCN SSC VULTURE
SPECIALIST GROUP, BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL, VULTURE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION AND OTHER SPECIALISTS,
THE COORDINATING UNIT OF THE RAPTORS MOU DRAFTED A PROJECT CHARTER FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
VULTURE MSAP.

AIM AND OBJECTIVES

THE OVERALL AIM IS TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN COVERING THE WHOLE
GEOGRAPHIC RANGES (AT LEAST 124 COUNTRIES) ACROSS AFRICA, ASIA, AND EUROPE OF 15 SPECIES OF OLbp
WORLD VULTURES TO PROMOTE CONCERTED, COLLABORATIVE AND COORDINATED INTERNATIONAL
CONSERVATION ACTIONS. THE OBJECTIVES OF THE VULTURE MSAP ARE:

1.  TO RAPIDLY HALT CURRENT POPULATION DECLINES IN ALL SPECIES COVERED BY THE VULTURE MSAP;

2. TO REVERSE RECENT POPULATION TRENDS TO BRING THE CONSERVATION STATUS OF EACH SPECIES
BACK TO A FAVOURABLE LEVEL;

3. TO PROVIDE CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES APPLICABLE TO ALL RANGE STATES COVERED
BY THE VULTURE MSAP.

THE PROCESS ADOPTED TO DEVELOP THE VULTURE MSAP INVOLVED ORGANIZATION OF FOUR REGIONAL
ACTION PLANNING WORKSHOPS, ONE FOR EACH REGION: AFRICA; ASIA; EUROPE CENTRAL ASIA; AND, THE
MIDDLE EAST.

PURPOSE OF THE WORKSHOP

THIS WORKSHOP WAS ONE OF FOUR REGIONAL WORKSHOPS THAT AIMED TO GATHER THE INFORMATION
NECESSARY TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE VULTURE MSAP COVERING 15 (OF 16) OLD WORLD VULTURE
SPECIES, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE COORDINATING UNIT OF THE CMS RAPTORS MoU.

THE MIDDLE EAST REGIONAL WORKSHOP COVERED THE FIVE VULTURE SPECIES THAT OCCUR IN THE REGION,
NAMELY BEARDED VULTURE (GYPAETUS BARBATUS), EGYPTIAN VULTURE (NEOPHRON PERCNOPTERUS),
CINEREOUS (BLACK) VULTURE (AEGYPIUS MONACHUS), GRIFFON VULTURE (GYPS FULVUS) AND LAPPED-FACED
VULTURE (TORGOS TRACHELIOTOS). THE GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE OF THIS REGIONAL WORKSHOP INCLUDED 16
RANGE STATES WITHIN THE MIDDLE EAST (SEE MAP 1 BELOW).

MAP 1: GEOGRAPHIC RANGE COVERED BY THE MIDDLE EAST REGIONAL COMPONENT OF THE VULTURE
MsAP
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THE OVERALL AIM OF THE WORKSHOP WAS TO DEVELOP A KEY REGIONAL COMPONENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE
STRATEGIC CONSERVATION ACTION PLAN FOCUSSED ON THIS GEOGRAPHIC RANGES OF THESE FIVE EURASIAN
VULTURE SPECIES, TO PROMOTE CONCERTED, COLLABORATIVE AND COORDINATED INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS.
THIS WORKSHOP WAS SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT TO THE PREVIOUS THREE REGIONAL WORKSHOPS BECAUSE MOST
OF THE MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES HAD ALREADY BEEN REPRESENTED AT THE EUROPEAN REGIONAL WORKSHOP
(26-30 OCTOBER 2016). ACCORDINGLY, A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF INFORMATION HAD ALREADY BEEN
GATHERED WHICH ALLOWED MORE DETAILED REVIEW TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE STATUS, THREATS AND
SPECIFIC CONSERVATION ACTIONS REQUIRED IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES:
. REVIEW AND ENHANCE EXISTING KNOWLEDGE OF THE STATUS OF THE FIVE SPECIES OF OLD WORLD
VULTURES THAT OCCUR IN THE MIDDLE EAST REGION;
. NDERSTAND DEEPLY THE REASONS FOR VULTURE DECLINES, AND THE POSSIBLE MECHANISMS FOR
THEIR RECOVERY; AND,

e DEVELOP AND AGREE ON A STRATEGIC AND FOCUSED APPROACH TO VULTURE RECOVERY EFFORTS FOR
THE MIDDLE EAST REGION OF THE VULTURE MSAP.

APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY
THE MIDDLE EAST REGIONAL WORKSHOP WAS ORGANIZED FROM THE 6™ - 9'" FEBRUARY, 2017 IN SHARJAH
EMIRATE, UAE. IT FORMED AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 18" SHARJAH INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION FORUM
FOR ARABIA’S BIODIVERSITY (SICFAB 2017).
THE LOGISTICS SUCH AS INVITATIONS, TRAVEL, ACCOMMODATION AND VISA ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE
PARTICIPANTS WAS EFFICIENTLY UNDERTAKEN BY THE SICFAB 2017 ORGANIZATIONAL TEAM WITH EPAA, WITH

SUPPORT FROM THE COORDINATING UNIT OF THE CMS RAPTORS MoOU AND THE VULTURE CONSERVATION
FOUNDATION.

PREPARATORY WORK (QUESTIONNAIRE)

A WEB-LINK TO AN ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE WAS CIRCULATED IN MID-AUGUST 2016 WHICH SOUGHT TO
GATHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE BIOLOGY, STATUS AND THREATS TO THE VULTURE SPECIES THAT OCCUR IN
EACH REGION (AFRICA, ASIA AND EUROPE WITH CENTRAL ASIA).

THE QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES PROVIDED VALUABLE DATA FOR MOST OF THE MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES (SEE
MAP 2) COMING FROM 13 SEPARATE CONTRIBUTORS (SEE TABLE 1).

MAP 2: QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES RELEVANT FOR THE MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES

The Middle East Vulture Range States - questionnaire responses
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TABLE 1: LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST — QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES

COUNTRY

EGYPT

ISRAEL
IRAN

JORDAN

SAUDI ARABIA

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

TURKEY

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

VENUE AND LOGISTICS

NAME AND SURNAME

MOHMAED IBRAHIM HABIB
OSAMA EL-GEBALY

OHAD HATZOFE

ALIREZA HASHEMI

TAREQ EMAD QANEER
LAITH EL-MOGHRABI
MOHAMMED SHOBRAK
AHMAD AIDEK

ITRI LEVENT ERKOL
ELIF YAMAG

ILKER OZBAHAR
SALIM JAVED

SHAKEEL AHMED

ORGANIZATION

RED SEA ASSOCIATION FOR ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SPORTS

EEAA / MSB prOJECT
NATURE AND PARKS AUTHORITY, ISRAEL

TARLAN ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATIO OF NATURE
ECOConsuLt

TAIF UNIVERSITY

MINISTRY OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION AND ENVIRONMENT

DoGA DERNEC! (BIRDLIFE TURKEY)
ANADOLU UNIVERSITY

NATURE RESEARCH SOCIETY
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY - ABU DHABI

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY - ABU DHABI

THE WORKSHOP TOOK PLACE AT ARABIA’S WILDLIFE CENTRE, SHARJAH — UAE. SEE PHOTO 1

PHOTO 1: WORKSHOP VENUE - ARABIA’S WILDLIFE CENTRE, SHARJAH EMIRATE, UAE



PARTICIPANTS

A TOTAL OF 39 PARTICIPANTS ATTENDED THE WORKSHOP, A FULL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AND COUNTRIES AND
ORGANISATIONS REPRESENTED IS AVAILABLE IN TABLE 2.

TABLE 2: LIST OF WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS (COUNTRIES AND ORGANSIATIONS REPRESENTED)

COUNTRY NAME AND SURNAME ORGANISATION E-MAIL
AUSTRIA Mike MCGRADY INTERNATIONAL AVIAN RESEARCH MIKEMCGRADY@ HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN MuBARAK AL DOSERY ENVIRONMENT C. ALDOSERYMUBARAK @ GMAIL.COM
BULGARIA STOYAN NIKOLOV BULGARIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS STOYAN.NIKOLOV@ BSPB.ORG
EcypT OsAMA EL-GEBALY EGYPTIAN ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AGENCY (EEAA) OSS.ELGEBALY@ YAHOO.COM
IRAN SADEGH SADEGH! ZADEGAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT SADEGHG64 @ HOTMAIL.COM
Kuwait SALAH BEHBEHANI THE SCIENTIFIC CENTER KUWAIT SALAH @ TSCK.ORG.KW
Kuwait MOSTAFA MAHMOUD AHMED  KUWAIT ZOO MOSTMAHM55@ HOTMAIL.COM
OMAN MANSOOR AL JADHAMI DIWAN OF ROYAL COURT MHJAHDHAMI@ GMAIL.COM
QATAR AHMAD AL-RAZEM AL WABRA WILDLIFE PRESERVE AHMED @ ALWABRA.COM
QATAR CRAMELL PURCHASE AL WABRA WILDLIFE PRESERVE CPURCHASE@ ZOOLOGY.UP.AC.ZA
SAUDI ARABIA AHI AHFAQIH ASASF1090 @ GMAIL.COM
SAUDI ARABIA HAMAD ALQAHTANI SAUDI WILDLIFE AUTHORITY H.ALQAHTANI@ SWA.GOV.SA
SAUDI ARABIA MONIF ALROSHIDI UNIVERSITY OF HAIL M.ALRASHIDI@ UOH.EDU.SA
SAUDI ARABIA MOHAMMED SHOBRAK UNIVERSITY OF TAIF SHOBRAK @ SAUDIBIRDS.ORG
SOUTH AFRICA ANDRE BOTHA ENDANGERED WILDLIFE TRUST ANDREB@ EWT.ORG.ZA
SPAIN JOVAN ANDEVSKI VULTURE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION J.LANDEVSKI@ 4VULTURES.ORG
TURKEY JOSE TAVARES VULTURE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION J.TAVARES @ 4VULTURES.ORG
UAE OBAID AL SHAMSI MINISTRY OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT OAALSHAMSI@ MOCCAE.GOV.AE
UAE MARIA PESCI ENVIRONMENT AGENCY - ABU DHABI MARIA.PESCI@ EAD.AE
UAE ESMAT ELHASSAN DuBAlI MUNICIPALITY EEMHASSAN @ DM.GOV.AE
UAE MOHAMED ELTAYEB DuBAl MUNICIPALITY MMELTAYEB @ DM.GOV.AE
UAE SHARMSHAD ALAM DuBAl MUNICIPALITY SMANZOOR@ DM.GOV.AE
UAE JUNID SHAH DuBAI MUNICIPALITY JNSHAH @ DM.GOV.AE
UAE S RSSE BREEDING CENTRE FOR ENDANGERED ARABIAN RAPTOR_UIAE@® YAHOO.COM
WILDLIFE
UAE GERRY WHITEHOUSE-TEDD AL TGO A B A I A T AL GERRY.WHITEHOUSE @ EPAA.SH).AE
SHARJAH
UAE ANNE LISA CHABER WILDLIFE CONSULTANT LLC ALCHABER@ HOTMAIL.COM
UAE KHALIYA ALKITBI ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECTED AREA AUTHORITY KHAFIYA-ALKITBI@ HOTMAIL.COM
UAE PETER DICKINSON Ski DuBAl ELVINHOW @ GMAIL.COM
UAE JAWAHER ALI AL RASHEED WASIT WETLAND CENTER JAWAHERALR_ @ HOTMAIL.COM
UAE SARA MOHAMED WASIT WETLAND CENTER SARAALNOMAN @ HOTMAIL.COM
UAE KEVIN HYLAND WILDLIFE PROTECTION OFFICE KEVINWPO @ EIM.AE
UAE PANOS AZMANIS DuBAl FALCON HOSPITAL AZMANIS.VET@ GMAIL.COM;
PANOS@ DFH.AE
UAE LISA BANFIELD AL AIN ZoO LISA.BANFIELD @ ALAINZOO.AE
UAE GREG SIMKINS DuBAl DESERT CONSERVATION RESERVE GREG.SIMKINS @ EMIRATES.COM
UAE PETER ARRAS MANAGEMENT OF NATURE CONSERVATION AL AIN PETER.ARRAS @ YAHOO.DE
UAE REZA KHAN DUBAI SAFARI DRREZAKHAN @ GMAIL.COM
CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES OFFICE - ABU
UAE LYLE GLOWKA LYLE.GLOWKA@ CMS.INT
DHABI
UAE Nick P. WILLIAMS RAPTORS MOU / CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY NICK.WILLIAMS @ CMS.INT
SPECIES
RAPTORS MOU [ CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY
UAE JENNY RENELL JENNY.RENELL@ CMS.INT

SPECIES

WORKSHOP FACILITATORS
e MAIN FACILITATOR: JOSE TAVARES
e  CO-FACILITATORS: ANDRE BOTHA AND JOVAN ANDEVSKI

WORKSHOP SPEAKERS AND PRESENTERS
e  SPEAKERS — PRESENTERS: NICK P WILLIAMS, JOSE TAVARES, ANDRE BOTHA, JOVAN ANDEVSKI, MIKE
MCGRADY, STOYAN NIKOLOV AND MOHAMMED SHOBRAK.



WORKSHOP AGENDA

OPENING CEREMONY

THE WORKSHOP BEGAN ON TIME AND FOLLOWED THE PUBLISHED AGENDA (ANNEX l). ALL PARTICIPANTS OF
SICFAB 2017, INVOLVING THE FOUR DIFFERENT WORKSHOPS: “RED LIST TREES”, “PROTECTED AREAS”,
“VULTURE MSAP” AND “VETERINARY ISSUES” GATHERED AT THE OPENING CEREMONY IN THE ARABIA’S
WILDLIFE CENTRE.

WELCOME REMARKS AND THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP WAS PRESENTED BY HER EXCELLENCY
HANA SAIF AL SUWAIDI, CHAIR OF EPAA SHARJAH. IN ADDITION, DRS, DAVID MALLON, PHILIP SEDDON, MIKE
KNIGHT, GERHARD STEENKAMP AND LYLE GLOWKA GAVE SHORT WELCOMING REMARKS OUTLINING THE
CONTEXT AND PURPOSES OF THE FOUR SEPARATE WORKSHOPS.

PHOTO 2: OPENING CEREMONY - ARABIA’S WILDLIFE CENTRE

INTRODUCTORY PRESENTATIONS

THE GOAL OF THE FIRST DAY WAS TO SET THE SCENE VIA PRESENTATIONS COVERING: INTRODUCTION TO THE
VULTURE MSAP; SUMMARY OF PROGRESS AND OUTCOMES FROM THE AFRICAN, ASIAN AND EUROPEAN
WORKSHOPS; AND, INTRODUCTION INTO THE WORKSHOP PROCESS AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT
THE CONSERVATION STATUS AND THREATS OF VULTURES IN THE MIDDLE EAST REGION.

OPENING PRESENTATIONS:

e INTRODUCTION TO THE MULTI-SPECIES ACTION PLAN TO CONSERVE AFRICAN-EURASIAN VULTURES
(VULTURE MSAP), PRESENTED BY Nick P WiLLIAMS - RAPTORS MOU | CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY
SPECIES. ANNEX I

o  FEEDBACK ON THE REGIONAL WORKSHOPS AND VULTURE MSAP, PRESENTED BY ANDRE BOTHA,
OVERARCHING COORDINATOR — VULTURE MULTI-SPECIES ACTION PLAN. ANNEX Il

e  PURPOSE OF THE WORKSHOP. INTRODUCTION TO METHODOLOGY, CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
PARTICIPANTS AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES, PRESENTED BY THE MAIN FACILITATOR JOSE TAVARES,
VuLTuUrRE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION. ANNEX IV



CONTEXT PRESENTATIONS — STATUS, DISTRIBUTION AND THREATS OF THE VULTURE SPECIES IN THE MIDDLE
EAsT:

e  STATUS, RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION OF VULTURES IN OMAN PRESENTED BY MIKE MCGRADY,
INTERNATIONAL AVIAN RESEARCH. ANNEX V

o  CHALLENGES OF FLYWAY CONSERVATION: THE CASE FOR THE EGYPTIAN VULTURE PRESENTED BY
STOYAN NIKOLOV, BULGARIAN SOCIETY FOR PROTECTION OF BIRDS. ANNEX VI.

e  STATUS OF VULTURES IN THE MIDDLE EAST WITH DETAILED STUDIES OF LAPPET-FACED AND GRIFFON
VULTURES IN SAUD! ARABIA PRESENTED BY MOHAMMED SHOBRAK, TAIF UNIVERSITY - SAUDI
WILDLIFE AUTHORITY, SAUDI ARABIA. ANNEX VI

THE FINAL PRESENTATION FOR THE DAY INTRODUCED THE RESULTS RELATED TO THE MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES
FROM THE VULTURE MSAP QUESTIONNAIRE:

e  VULTURE STATUS AND THREATS IN THE MIDDLE EAST (QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS), PRESENTED BY
JOVAN ANDEVSKI, VULTURE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION. ANNEX VIII.

THE KEY OUTCOME FROM THE PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS DURING THE FIRST DAY WAS A DRAFT LIST OF
THREATS TO VULTURES IN THE MIDDLE EAST, TO BE USED AS A STARTING POINT FOR THE FOLLOWING DAY
(PRIORITIZATION OF THREATS).

AT THE END OF THE DAY, ALL PARTICIPANTS OF SICFAB 2017 GATHERED IN PLENARY AND EACH WORKSHOP
GROUP PRESENTED THE OUTCOME OF THE DAY’S DELIBERATIONS. THE PRESENTATION THE VULTURE MSAP
GROUP IS AVAILABLE AS ANNEX IX.

PHOTO 3: GROUP PHOTO OF THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE MIDDLE EAST REGIONAL WORKSHOP OF THE VULTURE MSAP



SPECIES ACCOUNTS

THIS SECTION PROVIDES INFORMATION REGARDING THE STATUS, TREND AND THREATS OF THE FIVE VULTURE
SPECIES PRESENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES. MOST OF THIS INFORMATION WAS COLLECTED THROUGH
THE VULTURE MSAP ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE, THANKS TO THE RESPONSES FROM 69 VULTURE EXPERTS (12
FROM THE MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES) FROM 30 RANGE STATES. CONTRIBUTORS LISTED IN TABLE 1.

THE SPECIES STATUS TABLE IN DRAFT VERSION WERE DISTRIBUTED A WEEK BEFORE THE WORKSHOP AND WERE
PART OF THE PRESENTATION VULTURE STATUS AND THREATS IN THE MIDDLE EAST (QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS)-
ANNEX VIIIl. SO THE WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS WERE ABLE TO MAKE COMMENTS AND FILL-IN THE MISSING
INFORMATION. LIST OF WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS THAT CONTRIBUTED IN COMPLETING THE STATUS TABLES IS
AVAILABLE IN TABLE 2.

VULTURES SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE MIDDLE EAST REGION

PHOTO 4 : BEARDED VULTURE (GYPAETUS BARBATUS) PHOTO 5: CINEREOUS (BLACK) VULTURE (AEGYPIUS MONACHUS)

PHOTO 8 : LAPPET-FACED VULTURE (TORGOS TRACHELIOTOS)
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BEARDED VULTURE (GYPAETUS BARBATUS)

TABLE 3: BEARDED VULTURE STATUS AND BREEDING POPULATION ESTIMATES IN MIDDLE EASTERN

COUNTRIES
COUNTRY STATUS BREEDING Q
PAIRS

BAHRAIN NON-BREEDING

EGypT BREEDING 2-3 M
IRAN BREEDING P
IRAQ BREEDING 20 M
ISRAEL EXTINCT G
JORDAN EXTINCT M
Kuwait NON-BREEDING

LEBANON NON-BREEDING

OMAN NON-BREEDING

PALESTINE EXTINCT P
QATAR NON-BREEDING

SAUDI ARABIA EXTINCT M
SYRIA EXTINCT M
TURKEY BREEDING 160-200 M
UAE NON-BREEDING

YEMEN BREEDING

YEAR(S) OF BREEDING POPULATION TREND IN THE
ESTIMATE LAST 10 YEARS

2015

2013
2016

1995

2010
2008

2013 DECLINE

NO DATA AVAILABLE Q — DATA QUALITY: P — POOR; M — MEDIUM; G — GOOD

MAIN THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN ITS GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION RANGE

MAJOR THREATS:

LEAD INTOXICATION (SOURCE OF CONTAMINATION THROUGH HUNTING WITH LEAD AMMUNITION)

UNINTENTIONAL POISONING

DISTURBANCES CAUSED BY HUMAN ACTIVITIES

COLLISION WITH POWER LINES [CABLES
SECONDARY THREATS:

PASTORALISM CHANGES DRIVING HABITAT DEGRADATION AND LACK OF FOOD

GENETIC BOTTLENECKS

DIRECT PERSECUTION
POTENTIAL THREATS:

DICLOFENAC POISONING

WIND FARMS

HIGH PRIORITY THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST (QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS)

e COLLISION WITH POWER LINES

e  DECLINE OF WILD UNGULATES (LACK OF FOOD)
o  HABITAT LOSS

e DISTURBANCE OF HUMAN ACTIVITIES

e HUNTING / POACHING
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EGYPTIAN VULTURE (NEOPHRON PERCNOPTERUS)

TABLE 4: EGYPTIAN VULTURE STATUS AND BREEDING POPULATION ESTIMATES IN MIDDLE EASTERN
COUNTRIES

R SyguE BREEDING PAIRS O YEAR(S) OF BREEDING POPULATION TREND IN THE LAST Q
ESTIMATE 10 YEARS | VAGRANCY

BAHRAIN NON-BREEDING

EcypPT BREEDING? RESIDENT / 80-120 IN PASSAGE

IRAN BREEDING 50 P

IRAQ

ISRAEL BREEDING 50-55 G 2016 STABLE G

JORDAN POSSIBLY

Kuwait NON-BREEDING PASSAGE

LEBANON NON-BREEDING PASSAGE

OMAN BREEDING STABLE/INCREASING

PALESTINE BREEDING

QATAR

SAUDI ARABIA BREEDING? M 2012 LARGE DECLINE M

SYRIA BREEDING 25 M 2011

TURKEY BREEDING 1000-2000 G 2013 DECLINE G

UAE POSSIBLY 2-5 M 2015

YEMEN BREEDING 1900 IND RESIDENT P
NO DATA AVAILABLE Q — DATA QUALITY: P — POOR; M — MEDIUM; G — GOOD

MAIN THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN ITS GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION RANGE

MAJOR THREATS:
e  UININTENTIONAL POISONING
e  FOOD SHORTAGE DUE TO DECLINING WILD AND DOMESTIC UNGULATE POPULATIONS
e  ELECTROCUTION AND COLLISION

SECONDARY THREATS:
e VETERINARY DRUGS (NSAIDs, ETC.)
e HABITAT LOST AND NEST DESTRUCTION
e DIRECT PERSECUTION

HIGH PRIORITY THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST (QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS)

e  LININTENTIONAL POISONING

e  COLLISION WITH WIND TURBINES

e  COLLISION WITH POWER LINES

e DECLINE OF WILD UNGULATES (LACK OF FOOD) — IRAN

e  POISONING AT DUMPING SITES — LACK OF WASTE MANAGEMENT
e DISTURBANCE

e HUNTING / POACHING

o  HABITAT LOSS
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CINEREOUS (BLACK) VULTURE (AEGYPIUS MONACHUS)

TABLE 4: CINEREOUS (BLACK) VULTURE STATUS AND BREEDING POPULATION ESTIMATES IN MIDDLE
EASTERN COUNTRIES

TS STATUS BREEDING Q YEAR(S) OF BREEDING POPULATION TREND IN THE LAST

PAIRS ESTIMATE 10 YEARS

BAHRAIN NON-BREEDING

EcypT EXTINCT

IRAN BREEDING P WINTERING

IRAQ NON-BREEDING

ISRAEL EXTINCT G 2016

JORDAN EXTINCT P WINTERING (4IND)

Kuwait NON-BREEDING

LEBANON NON-BREEDING PASSAGE

OMAN NON-BREEDING

PALESTINE NON-BREEDING

QATAR NON-BREEDING

SAUDI ARABIA NON-BREEDING WINTERING

SYRIA NON-BREEDING

TURKEY BREEDING 8o-200 M 2013 DECLINE

UAE NON-BREEDING

YEMEN BREEDING P

NO DATA AVAILABLE Q — DATA QUALITY: P — POOR; M — MEDIUM; G — GOOD

MAIN THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN ITS GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION RANGE

MAJOR THREATS:
o  UNINTENTIONAL POISONING
e  FOOD SHORTAGE DUE TO DECLINING WILD AND DOMESTIC UNGULATE POPULATIONS (ASIA AND
EASTERN EUROPE)
e  ELECTROCUTION AND COLLISION

SECONDARY THREATS:
. DIRECT PERSECUTION
. HABITAT LOST AND NEST DESTRUCTION

HIGH PRIORITY THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST (QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS)

e POISONING AT DUMP SITES — LACK OF WASTE MANAGEMENT
e DECLINE OF WILD UNGULATES (LACK OF FOOD)

e  HUNTING - POACHING

e COLLISION WITH WIND TURBINES

e  COLLISION WITH POWER LINES
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GRIFFON VULTURE (GYPS FULVUS)

TABLE 5: GRIFFON VULTURE STATUS AND BREEDING POPULATION ESTIMATES IN MIDDLE EASTERN

COUNTRIES

COUNTRY

BAHRAIN
EcypT
IRAN

IRAQ
ISRAEL
JORDAN
Kuwait
LEBANON
OMAN
PALESTINE
QATAR
SAUDI ARABIA
SYRIA
TURKEY
UAE

YEMEN

NO DATA AVAILABLE

STATUS

NON-BREEDING
BREEDING
POSSIBLY
BREEDING
BREEDING
NON-BREEDING
NON-BREEDING
NON-BREEDING
BREEDING
NON-BREEDING

BREEDING

BREEDING
NON-BREEDING

BREEDING

Q — DATA QUALITY: P — POOR; M — MEDIUM; G — GOOD

BREEDING
PAIRS

3540

42
815

3000

150-200

©

p

YEAR(S) OF
ESTIMATE

2010

2016

2014

2015

2013

BREEDING POPULATION TREND IN THE LAST 10
YEARS

SMALL DECLINE

DECLINE

STABLE

PASSAGE

PASSAGE

LARGE DECLINE

SMALL DECLINE

MAIN THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN ITS GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION RANGE

MAJOR THREATS:

. UNINTENTIONAL POISONING
. FOOD SHORTAGE DUE TO DECLINING WILD AND DOMESTIC UNGULATE POPULATIONS (ASIA AND

EASTERN

EurOPE)

. ELECTROCUTION AND COLLISION

SECONDARY THREATS:

. DIRECT PERSECUTION
. HABITAT LOST AND NEST DESTRUCTION

e VETERINARY DRUGS (NSAIDs, ETC.)

HIGH PRIORITY THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST (QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS)

e  COLLISION WITH WIND TURBINES
e  COLLISION WITH POWER LINES

e  POISONING
e  POISONING AT DUMP SITES — LACK OF WASTE MANAGEMENT IRAN
e DECLINE OF WILD UNGULATES (LACK OF FOOD)

. HUNTING- POACHING
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LAPPET-FACED VULTURE (TORGOS TRACHELIOTOS)

TABLE G: LAPPET-FACED VULTURE STATUS AND BREEDING POPULATION ESTIMATES IN MIDDLE EASTERN

COUNTRIES
COUNTRY STATUS BREEDING Q YEAR(S) OF BREEDING POPULATION TREND IN THE
PAIRS ESTIMATE LAST 10 YEARS | VAGRANCY
BAHRAIN NON-BREEDING
EcypT
IRAN NON-BREEDING
IRAQ NON-BREEDING
ISRAEL EXTINCT
JORDAN EXTINCT PASSAGE
Kuwait NON-BREEDING PASSAGE
LEBANON NON-BREEDING
OMAN BREEDING 50IND M 30-40% DECLINE
PALESTINE NON-BREEDING
QATAR
SAUDI ARABIA BREEDING 500IND G STABLE/ 10-20% DECLINE
SYRIA EXTINCT?
TURKEY NON-BREEDING
UAE BREEDING 2-5IND M
YEMEN BREEDING 40-45IND M
NO DATA AVAILABLE Q — DATA QUALITY: P — POOR; M — MEDIUM; G — GOOD

MAIN THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN ITS GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION RANGE

MAJOR THREATS:
e  UNINTENTIONAL POISONING (ESPECIALLY IN EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA)
o  NEST DISTURBANCE (ESPECIALLY IN ARABIAN PENINSULA)
e TRADITIONAL MEDICINE (ESPECIALLY WESTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA)
e  SENTINEL POISONING IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

SECONDARY THREATS:

. DECLINING WILD UNGULATE POPULATIONS
. ELECTROCUTION ON PYLONS

HIGH PRIORITY THREATS FOR THE SPECIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST (QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS)

. POISONING USED TO KILL CARNIVORE SPECIES SUCH AS WOLF, HYENA AND ARABIAN LEOPARD

. DISTURBANCE (NEST TREES ARE USED FOR SHELTER FOR LIVESTOCK)
. HABITAT DEGRADATION (CUTTING TREES AND OVERCRAZINC)

OTHER THREATS:
e  TRAPPING ON TARRED ROADS (MELTED DUE TO HIGH TEMPERATURES)
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WORKING SESSIONS

THE WORKSHOP PROCESS DURING THE SECOND AND THIRD DAYS OF WORKING SESSIONS INVOLVED THREATS
ANALYSIS AND ACTION PLANNING. FIGURE 1, SUMMARIZES THE WORKING PROCESS OF THESE TWO DAYS. THIS
WAS THE SAME METHODOLOGY USED AT THE OTHER THREE REGIONAL WORKSHOPS. AT THIS WORKSHOP THE

RESULTS FROM THE EUROPEAN REGIONAL WORKSHOP WAS USED TO INITIATE THE WORKING SESSIONS AND TO
STIMULATE DISCUSSIONS.

FIGURE 1: WORKING PROCESS FLOW

DAY 2 DAY 3

Threats analysis

T (opuition eve)
Results
(Threat/issue)

Threats
prioritization
Actions, time-
frames and

responsibilities

Drivers, actors and
root causes

Are objectives and
actions SMART?
Strategy and focus What indicators &
for intervention monitoring is
needed?

Outcome

THE PARTICIPANTS WERE DIVIDED IN TWO THREATS ORIENTATED WORKING GROUPS:
1.  POISONING AND DECLINE FOOD AVAILABILITY — FACILITATED BY JOSE TAVARES

2. ELECTROCUTION, COLLISION AND OTHER THREATS — FACILITATED BY ANDRE BOTHA AND JOVAN
ANDEVSKI

EACH DAY STARTED WITH PRESENTATION FROM THE FACILITATOR (JOSE TAVARES), WHERE THE RESULTS FROM
THE PREVIOUS WORKING SESSION/DAY WERE PRESENTED AND INSTRUCTION WERE GIVEN ON WORKING
METHODOLOGY FOR THE FOLLOWING SESSION.

e  THE INTRODUCTORY FACILITATOR PRESENTATION FOR THE SECOND DAY AVAILABLE AS ANNEX X.
e  THE INTRODUCTORY FACILITATOR PRESENTATION FOR THE THIRD DAY AVAILABLE AS ANNEX XI.
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CATEGORISATION AND PRIORITISATION OF THREATS — BREAK-OUT SESSION
BASED ON THE QUEST[ONNAIRE RESPONSES AND THE OUTCOME OF DISCUSSIONS ON THE FIRST DAY, TWO
THREATS PRIORITY LISTS WERE PREPARED (ONE FROM THE QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS AND THE OTHER FROM

THE PRESENTATION OF MOHAMMED SHOBRAK). DRAFT THREATS LISTS PRIORITIZATIONS PRESENTED IN TABLE 7.

TABLE 7: DRAFT THREATS LISTS — OUTCOME FROM THE PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS OF DAY ONE

THREATS LIST 1 PRIORITY THREATS LIST 2 PrRIORITY
UNINTENTIONAL (SECONDARY) POISONING CRITICAL  UNINTENTIONAL (SECONDARY) POISONING CRITICAL
INSECTICIDE (LOCUST CONTROL + GARB DUMP) CONTROL) CRITICAL  LACK OF FOOD CRITICAL
HUMAN DISTURBANCE CRITICAL  HUMAN DISTURBANCE CRITICAL
HABITAT LOST OR DEGRADATION (NESTING SITE & OVER GRAZING) HiGH HABITAT LOST OR DEGRADATION CRITICAL
ELECTROCUTION ON ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE MEeDIUM  COLLISION ON ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE MEDIUM
COLLISION ON ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE MEDIUM  POACHING MEDIUM
LOSS OF MAMMALIAN PREDATORS (CARNIVORES) MEDIUM  ELECTROCUTION ON ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE LOw
FOOD AVAILABILITY AND SUITABILITY MEDIUM
ROADS ACCIDENTS & MAN MADE STRUCTURE Low
TRADE Low

IN THIS WORKING SESSION THE TWO GROUPS CONDUCTED A THREAT DEFINITION, ANALYSIS AND
PRIORITIZATION (LIST OF THREATS, WITH CLEAR DEFINITION AND CATEGORY: CRITICAL, HIGH, MEDIUM, LOow,
LocAL, UNKNOWN). THE RESULT OF THE TWO WORKING GROUPS ARE SUMMARIZED IN TABLE 8

TABLE 8: LIST AND PRIORITIZATION OF THREATS TO VULTURES IN THE MIDDLE EAST

THREATS ScoPE SEVERITY TIMING OVERALL IMPACT
INCIDENTAL POISONING (AGAINST WILDLIFE-PETS) 2 3 3 CRITICAL
ELECTROCUTION 2 3 3 CRITICAL
COLLISION WITH WIRES 2 2 3 HiGH
DESTRUCTION OF HABITAT 2 2 3 HiGH
SHORTAGE OF FREELY AVAILABLE DOMESTICS CARCASSES 2 1 3 HIGH
DISTURBANCE FROM HUMAN ACTIVITIES 1 2 3 HIGH
DECREASE IN FOOD AVAILABLE IN DUMPS 1 1 3 MEDIUM
POISONING BY RODENTICIDES AT FARMS 1 1 3 MEDIUM
DIRECT PERSECUTION 1 1 3 MEDIUM
CLIMATE CHANGE 3 1 1 MEDIUM
COLLISION WITH WIND TURBINES 1 1 2 MEDIUM
LEAD POISONING o] Low
POISONING OF PESTS AT DUMPS o] Low
COLLISION WITH AIRCRAFT & VEHICLES o Low
HARVESTING o] Low
LOSS OF GENETIC DIVERSITY o] Low
POISONING BY DICLOFENAC & OTHER VETERINARY o Low

THESE OUTCOMES WERE ALSO PRESENTED IN PLENARY AT SICFAB - COPY AVAILABLE AS ANNEX XII.
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PHOTO 9 : BREAK-OUT GROUP ON COLLISION, ELECTROCUTION AND OTHER THREATS FACILITATED BY ANDRE BOTHA AND JOVAN ANDEVSKI

PHOTO 10 : BREAK-OUT GROUP ON POISONING AND FOOD AVAILABILITY FACILITATED BY JOSE TAVARES
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS PLANNING— BREAK-OUT SESSION

AFTER DEFINING AND CATEGORIZING THE SPECIFIC THREATS, A FRAMEWORK OF ACTIONS WAS DEVELOPED FOR
EACH THREAT CONSIDERED TO BE EITHER OF CRITICAL OR HIGH IMPORTANCE. DISCUSSIONS CONTINUED IN
THE SAME THREAT-ORIENTATED BREAK-OUT GROUPS, LED BY THE SAME FACILITATORS. THE COLLABORATIVE
CONSIDERATION PROCESS ALSO INVOLVED DEFINING A TIME-SCALE AND DETERMINING THE SCOPE,
STAKEHOLDERS, INPUTS AND URGENCY TO IMPLEMENT EACH OF THESE ACTIONS.

SUMMARY OF THE ACTIONS PROPOSED BY THE TWO BREAK-OUT GROUPS FOLLOWS:

RESEARCH AND MONITORING
o MANY ACTIONS PROPOSED, INCLUDING OVERLAP BETWEEN MONITORING OF UNGULATES AND
VULTURES AT RUBBISH DUMPS, AND OF VULTURES’ COLONIES,
. USE OF SATELLITE TRACKING FOR VULTURES.

POISONING
e  LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS;
e  CAPACITY BUILDING AND TRAINING (LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, JUDICIAL, FIELD STAFF AT WILDLIFE
CENTRES, LABORATORIES AND RUBBISH DUMPS);
e  DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTION OF PROTOCOLS FOR DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS;
e  IDENTIFICATION AND SUPPORT OF ANTI-POISON CHAMPIONS,
e  GUIDELINES TO SOLVE THE ROOT CAUSES — CONTROL OF FOXES AND FERAL DOGS.

FOOD AVAILABILITY
. SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING STRATEGY;
. PLAN TO IDENTIFY REGIONAL KEY SITES;
. PROMOTE REINTRODUCTION/RESTOCKING WILD UNGULATES AT KEY SITES;
. AWARENESS - SEVERAL TARGET GROUPS,
. IMPROVE VULTURE IMAGE IN THE REGION & EXPLAIN UNIQUE ROLE AND VALUE IN TERMS OF
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES.

ELECTROCUTION & COLLISIONS WITH ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
e  [MPLEMENTATION OF CMS COP7 RESOLUTION 7.21
e  MONITORING PROTOCOLS AND IMPLEMENTATION
e  DETERMINE IMPACT ACROSS THE REGION
e  SENSITIVITY MAPPING
e PLANNING AND ROUTING — EIA’S
e  RETROFITTING AND USE OF SAFE STRUCTURES
e  MAKING STRUCTURES MORE VISIBLE
e INVOLVING UTILITIES — MONITORING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF MEASURES
e  DEVELOP AND PROMOTE COST-BENEFIT MODELS
e  INVESTIGATE NEW TECHNOLOGY WITH LESS IMPACT ON SOARING BIRDS (WIND-TURBINES)

DISTURBANCE AND LOSS OF NESTING SITES
e  IDENTIFY AND MAP SENSITIVE SITES FOR PROTECTION
e |IMPLEMENT AND ENFORCE APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION TO PROTECT SITES — SENSITIVE
ZONING/BUFFERS
e  ALTERNATIVE METHODS — WOOD FOR FUEL, SHELTER
e  CREATE SUITABLE HABITAT — PLANTING OF TREES, GRAZING REGIMES
e  VULTURES CONSIDERED IN DEVELOPMENT PLANNING — PERMITTING IN SENSITIVE ZONES

THE SUMMARY PRESENTATION WITH THE OUTCOMES OF THE DAY WHICH WAS PRESENTED AT A PLENARY
SESSION OF SICFAB 2017 1S AVAILABLE AS ANNEX XIII.
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DISCUSSION

THE LAST WORKING SESSION (DAY 4) WAS DEDICATED TO PRESENTING THE RESULTS OF THE WORKSHOP AND
OPENING PLENARY DISCUSSIONS ON SEVERAL SUBJECTS THAT WERE HIGHLIGHTED OVER THE PREVIOUS THREE
WORKING DAYS.

® ON-GOING VULTURE CONSERVATION PROJECTS THAT OVERLAP WITH THE VUTURE MSAP
® SYNERGIES WITH EXISTING CMS OR OTHER MULTILATERAL INITIATIVES

® COORDINATION STRUCTURES TO IMPLEMENT THE VULTURE MSAP

® ENGAGING GOVERNMENTS IN IMPLEMENTATION

® MONITORING AND EVALUATION

® FUNDRAISING: IDENTIFY POSSIBLE DONORS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

® COMMUNICATION AND AWARENESS

AFTER THE SYSTEMATIC ANALYSIS OF THE THREATS ON THE FIVE SPECIES ACROSS THEIR MIDDLE EASTERN
RANGE, THE MOST CRITICAL THREATS WERE IDENTIFIED AS:

o  UININTENTIONAL POISONING THROUGH THE USE OF POISON BAITS TO KILL PREDATORS OR OTHER
WILDLIFE

e  COLLISION WITH POWERLINES AND OTHER INFRASTRUTURE

e  [LECTROCUTION

e  COLLISIONS AT WIND FARMS

o  fOOD AVAILABILITY

OVERALL PRIORITY THREATS TO THE FIVE VULTURE SPECIES THROUGHOUT THEIR RANGES (CONSOLIDATED
IN THE VULTURE MSAP):

e  UNINTENTIONAL POISONING AND ELECTROCUTION ARE COMMON THREATS TO ALL FOUR REGIONS AS
PRIORITY THREATS

e AVAILABILITY OF FOOD PRIORITY THREAT IN AFRICA AND EUROPE, AND TO SOME EXTENT IN MIDDLE
EAST, LESS SO IN ASIA

e  POISONING WITH NSAIDS AS PRIORITY THREAT PARTICULAR TO ASIA

e  TARGETED POISONING AS A PRIORITY THREAT PARTICULAR TO AFRICA

e  COLLISION WITH WIND FARMS AS A PRIORITY THREAT PARTICULAR TO EUROPE

e  DISTURBANCE SEEMS TO BE A RELATIVELY MORE IMPORTANT THREAT IN MIDDLE EAST THAN IN OTHER
REGIONS
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ANNEXES

THE ANNEXES LISTED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE AT: HTTP://[WWW.CMS.INT/RAPTORS/EN/DOCUMENT/ANNEXES-
REPORT-VULTURE-MSAP-MIDDLE-EAST-REGIONAL-WORKSHOP

ANNEX | - PROGRAM OF 18TH SHARJAH INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION FORUM FOR ARABIA’S BIODIVERSITY

ANNEX Il - VULTURE MSAP: INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION TO CONSERVE AFRICAN-EURASIAN VULTURES -
Nick P. WILLIAMS

ANNEX Il - FEEDBACK FROM THE REGIONAL WORKSHOPS AND 1ST DRAFT VULTURE MSAP - ANDRE BOTHA

ANNEX [V - FACILITATION PRESENTATION, DAY 1: WORKSHOP PURPOSE, METHODOLOGY AND OUTCOMES - JOSE
TAVARES

ANNEX V - STATUS, RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION OF VULTURES IN OMAN - MIKE MCGRADY

ANNEX VI - CHALLENGES OF FLYWAY CONSERVATION: EGYPTIAN VULTURE - STOYAN NIKOLOV

ANNEX VII - STATUS OF VULTURES IN THE MIDDLE EAST - MOHAMMED SHOBRAK

ANNEX VIII - VULTURE STATUS AND THREATS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS - JOVAN ANDEVSKI

ANNEX IX - FEEDBACK TO PLENARY, DAY 1

ANNEX X - FACILITATION PRESENTATION, DAY 2 - JOSE TAVARES

ANNEX Xl - FACILITATION PRESENTATION, DAY 3 - JOSE TAVARES

ANNEX Xll - FEEDBACK TO PLENARY, DAY 2

ANNEX XllIl - FEEDBACK TO PLENARY, DAY 3

ANNEX XIV - FEEDBACK TO PLENARY, DAY 4
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