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Summary:

This report outlines the activities of the Sessional Committee of the
Scientific Council since the conclusion of COP14.
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SUMMARY OF THE 7TH MEETING OF THE SESSIONAL COMMITTEE OF
THE CMS SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL (SCC-SC7)

Background

1.

The 7th Meeting of the Sessional Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) Scientific Council (ScC-SC7) was held in
Bonn, Germany, from 17 — 20 September 2024. The meeting aimed to agree the
intersessional work program leading up to COP15 in 2026. The meeting emphasized
resource constraints and the need for effective identification of achievable activities in
light of the limited time before COP15.

The main items discussed were the Programme of Work for the current intersessional
period, including the terms of reference for several new working groups that were
established, the State of the World’s Migratory Species report and the work required for
the next edition, and COP-Appointed Councillor subject areas required for the period
COP15 - COP17.

Programme of Work

3.

A key objective of the ScC-SC7 was to finalize its Programme of Work (POW) for the
intersessional period and discuss and agree modalities for its delivery. The POW
consists of four parts - Part A: Strategic, institutional and legal matters and Cross-cutting
conservation issues, Part B: Aquatic species conservation issues, Part C: Avian species
conservation issues, and Part D: Terrestrial species conservation issues.

Discussions focused on achievability and feasibility in light of time constraints and
available resources. The Sessional Committee underscored the necessity to align POW
activities with the Samarkand Strategic Plan for Migratory Species (SPMS), ensuring
realistic and achievable objectives within the intersessional period.

The agreed Programme of Work can be accessed here.

Eighteen intersessional Working Groups were confirmed and/or established to progress
implementation of key activities captured in the agreed Programme of Work.

A follow-up notification was circulated on 15 October 2024 to generate additional
nominations from Sessional Committee members, representatives of Parties and
organisations which have registered as observers to Sessional Committee meetings to
join the various intersessional working groups established. The natification can be
accessed here, and the 18 working groups and task forces are listed in the Annex
associated with the notification.

A number of working groups have been actively progressing their work streams. For
example, the Flyways Working Group is developing its specific Programme of Work as
well as considering the concept of marine flyways. The Climate Change Working Group
held an expert workshop, hosted by the United Kingdom, from 11-13 February. The focus
of this workshop was to determine appropriate actions to progress Decision14.214. As
the Chair of the IWC Scientific Committee was also in attendance, bilateral discussions
took place between the CMS and IWC to further enhance synergies between our two
workstreams and identify opportunities to utilize the cetacean expertise contained in the
IWC Scientific Committee to contribute to a number of relevant CMS decisions.


https://www.cms.int/en/meeting/seventh-meeting-sessional-committee-scientific-council-scc-sc7
https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/022_working-groups_e.pdf
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10.

11.

On a somber note, BirdLife International announced that, after exhaustive surveys and
modelling, the Slender-billed Curlew would be declared extinct in the wild. It was
anticipated that this would appear in the IUCN Red List in October 2025. BirdLife
International expected that the CMS MOU for this species would need to be disbanded,
this being the first mainland avian extinction from the Western Palearctic for many
centuries.

It is planned that a World Curlew Symposium focused on preventing extinction of the
eight other curlew species be held in the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, where the Far-
Eastern Curlew, the world’s largest shorebird, was endemic.

It was noted that such a symposium could be held in the shoulder of the 12" Meeting of
Partners (MOP12) of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) as an
appropriate event to link to. MOP12 will be hosted by the Government of the Philippines
and is scheduled to take place in November 2025.

State of the World’s Migratory Species Report

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Resolution 14.4 requested the ScC to provide guidance on scope and any additional
spotlight sections to be included in the State of the World’s Migratory Species report,
and on development of an online CMS Data Dashboard.

The ScC considered which topics to cover in the spotlight sections of the next report,
including which in-depth case studies to develop, also to provide guidance on the
possible functionalities of the CMS Data Dashboard, and on identifying any major
developments regarding the conservation status of migratory species including
emerging trends or threats. An intersessional working group was established to guide
the content of the next edition.

It was considered that the Data Dashboard should be a digital tool aimed at tracking the
conservation status of migratory species in real time, integrating IUCN Red List updates,
CMS listing criteria, and country-specific conservation measures.

Sessional Committee emphasized the need for data accuracy and engaging with
regional biodiversity monitoring networks for improved data collection.

The suggested topics for case studies and key topics for spotlight sections, included
mobilizing marine data; the impacts of pesticides and dams; migratory species and
climate change; connectivity; and wildlife health would be considered by the working
group established to guide this work, along with other potential ideas.

Consideration of COP-Appointed Councillor Subject Areas for COP15-COP17

17.

The Sessional Committee considered whether there were any new COP-appointed
Councillor subject areas required for the next two triennia, and whether there was a need
to replace or refocus any existing subject areas. The ScC-SC was further asked to
consider how to encourage greater involvement of Party-appointed Councillors in the
work of the ScC-SC.
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18.

19.

20.

It was noted that the subject area of “Invasive species, disease, feral animals, insects,
and marine pests and weeds” was currently confusing as it could be viewed as requiring
one expert to cover all subject areas. It was clarified that this subject area was not meant
to have one person only to cover all the topics that it embraced, and it was designed to
be able to shift its focus during upcoming intersessional periods, depending on which
topic was considered the most pressing, without needing to change the title of the
position.

However, given the confusion, the Sessional Committee recommended that this subject
area title be changed to “Wildlife Health”. This title aligns with the current focus of the
position, and clearly articulates the expertise of the current COP-Appointed Councillor
for this subject area, Ruth Cromie.

No other gaps in expert knowledge were identified, and the Sessional Committee will
recommend that the current COP-Appointed Councillor subject areas be continued for
the next two triennium, with the amendment of one subject area title as referenced
above.

Summary

21.

The ScC-SC7 meeting successfully outlined key conservation priorities for the
intersessional period, emphasizing collaboration, scientific assessments, and policy
alignment. The meeting underscored the importance of targeted actions and robust
stakeholder engagement in advancing the conservation of migratory species under the
CMS framework. Key areas of focus moving forward include strategic prioritization,
enhanced data-driven conservation approaches, and strengthened collaboration across
sectors to ensure meaningful conservation outcomes.

Recommendation

22.

It is recommended that Standing Committee note the activities undertaken by the
Sessional Committee since the conclusion of COP14.



