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This document reports on developments and the most important activities implemented within
the framework of EUROBATS since the 14" Meeting of the CMS Conference of the Parties
and the 55" Meeting of the CMS Standing Committee in February 2024.

1. Accession of Parties

In July 2024, Spain acceded to the EUROBATS Agreement, becoming the 39" Party out of 63
Range States.

2. Staffing situation

On the 28th October 2024, Ms. Zrinka Domazetovi¢ entered on duty as the new Executive
Secretary of the EUROBATS Agreement, replacing Mr. Andreas Streit after 25 years of his
distinguished service.

The EUROBATS Secretariat comprises of four staff members: Executive Secretary (P4),
Associated Scientific and Project Officer (P2 part-time 80%), and two Administrative Assistants
(G6 part-time 50-80% depending on the availability of funds).

3. Meetings of EUROBATS Bodies
3.1. Standing Committee

As decided by the Meeting of the Parties, all EUROBATS Standing Committee meetings are
being held online to reduce the costs and the carbon footprint.

The 23 and 24" Standing Committee meetings in June and November 2024 discussed three
budget priorities as decided by the 9" Meeting of the Parties in 2022. So far, two priorities
have been realised - the compensation for the withdrawal from the Trust Fund to finance the
regular budget in the first year of the quadrennium and the increase of the post occupancy of
both Administrative Assistants to 80% from January 2025. EUROBATS Secretariat is working
on the fund raising and savings to ensure the budget for the third priority - organisation of an
in-person meeting of the Advisory Committee in autumn this year.

3.2. Advisory Committee

The 28™ Advisory Committee Meeting was held online from the 8" till the 11™ of April 2024,
with 47 representatives from 13 Parties, 9 representatives from 8 Non-Party Range States
and 35 observers. The record of the meeting and meeting documents are available on the
EUROBATS website.
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4. EUROBATS Publication Series and guidance documents

As a result of the work of the Advisory Committee and its Intersessional Working Groups, two
guidelines documents were published in December 2025:

e Guidance on the consideration of bats in traffic infrastructure projects (Publication
Series 10)

e Guidelines for bats, insulation and lining materials (Publication Series No 11)

To prepare for the possibility of an in-person AC meeting in autumn this year and to ensure
that the resolutions and guidance documents are prepared in timely manner for the 10™
Session of the Meeting of the Parties in autumn 2026, the EUROBATS Secretariat is
coordinating the work and the outputs of the relevant Intersessional Working Groups, on bat
rescue and rehabilitation, updates to the existing wind farm guidelines for the offshore wind
farms, on solar power, bat monitoring data and standards, bat migrations and restoration of
species across their former European ranges, etc.

5. EUROBATS Projects Initiative

In the scope of the EUROBATS Projects Initiative (EPI), two conservation projects were
initiated in 2024:

e Survey and monitoring of bats in abandoned railway tunnels in Bosnia and Herzegovina

o Creation and implementation of the international and educational illustrated assets
about Caucasian bats.
EUROBATS website has more information on the EUROBATS Projects Initiative, as well as
the summaries and reports of completed EPI projects.

6. Communication, education and public awareness

In December 2024, new EUROBATS promo items were produced (long-ear bat festoon,
horseshoe bat coloring mask, bat coloring postcards and bat fun-fact playing cards), both the
online versions that can be widely shared and used, and the printed versions to be used for
education and International Bat Night events that mainly take place on the last full weekend
in August (30-31 August 2025).

7. Cooperation within the CMS Family

Enhancing synergies and cooperation within the CMS Family and with relevant international
organisations is a priority for the EUROBATS Agreement. Through collaboration within the
CMS Family, namely in relation to the administrative and financial matters, IT services
provision, communication and awareness raising activities, EUROBATS is both enhancing the
impact and saving its resources.

On programmatic synergies, the EUROBATS Secretariat is involved in the CMS Energy Task
Force, being closely corelated with the following EUROBATS Intersessional Working Groups:

¢ \Wind Turbines and Bat Populations
e Potential Impact of Solar Power Plants.
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