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Summary:

The report describes major actions taken to support CMS objectives
in European region. Most important initiatives include: Multi-species
Action Plan (Bustard MsAP) is being developed, with a drafting
workshop planned for April 2025 in Pakistan; Key Conservation
Initiatives, EU-funded (2024): Sharks & Fisheries: reducing bycatch
of threatened species in the Mediterranean. Sea Turtles: Preventing
Caretta carefta entanglement in ghost fishing gear; Aquatic
Warbler: halting population decline and restoring key habitats; Bird
Migration: preventing electrocution deaths along major flyways;
Marbled Teal: breeding programs and habitat restoration in Spain
and Sicily. As for legislative actions the EU Nature Restoration
Regulation (2024) has a broat range of targets aimed at habitat
restoration. This law is a key pillar of the EU Biodiversity Strategy
for long-term conservation. In addition, this report outlines efforts
undertaken on conservation activities in North Macedonia for the
Balkan Lynx as well as efforts deployed to revitalize discussion on
the Climate Change impact on migratory species through a
workshop held in UK.
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EUROPEAN REGION - REPORT

A. Regional Report Outline

1. Regional policies, programmes or initiatives directly or indirectly relevant to
migratory species

According to the Resolution on the African-Eurasian Migratory Landbirds Action Plan
(AEMLAP) (UNEP/CMS/Resolution 11.17 (Rev.COP14)), the Conference of the Parties
'Further calls on Parties to urgently take practical measures to address threats to migratory
bustards, a highly threatened and declining group of migratory landbird species under
particular pressure from illegal Kkilling, unsustainable taking, collision with energy
infrastructure, and habitat loss and degradation including as outlined in relevant Species
Action Plans;'

Recognizing the need for united and urgent effort under a common umbrella, Bustards
Without Borders (BWB) was established after COP14, and has been growing ever since,
under the guidance of its Coordination Unit, which comprises the five founding members,
including the representative of Hungary, Party to CMS, and a species specialist also from
Hungary (for the organizational structure, members of the Coordination Unit, see Concept
Briefing.). BWB is dedicated to catalyzing actions for the sustainable conservation of bustards
and their habitats, to include on-the-ground conservation activities, training, awareness-
raising, population and distribution monitoring, and research.

To achieve this, the first step is to develop a Multi-species Action Plan to conserve African,
Eurasian and Australian Bustards (Bustard MsAP). Data collection on all 26 species has been
ongoing since summer 2024 across four continents, supported by Regional Coordinators and
by representatives of AEMLAP.

In addition to regular online meetings, an in-person workshop is planned for April in Pakistan,
to which representatives of CMS Avian Unit and AEMLAP are also invited. The aim of the
workshop is to develop the first draft of the Bustard MsAP.

The Concept Briefing of BWB was introduced at ScC-SC7 (17-20 September 2024) as an
information document.
https://www.cms.int/en/meeting/seventh-meeting-sessional-committee-scientific-council-scc-
sc’

Large scale actions adressing CMS species and major threats

Thanks to EU financial instruments, in 2024 several project targeting CMS species have
been awarded. Large scale project are described below:

- In twelve Mediterranean areas which represent biodiversity hotspots or essential fish
habitats for some phases of the species’ life history, pilot and demonstrative actions
will be carried out to to reduce the bycatch of threatened elasmobranch species,
promoting alternative sustainable fisheries and ecotourism. CMS species Isurus
oxyrinchus Shortfin Mako Shark Prionace glauca Blue Shark are targeted among other
species (https://webgate.ec.europa.eul/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-IT-
LIFE-PROMETHEUS-101148295/promoting-elasmobranchs-conservation-through-
by-catch-reduction-ecotourism-and-alternativesustainable-fisheries).

- to mitigate the risk of sea turtle Caretta caretta bycatch, an improvement of a traditional
fishery operating in the Balearic Islands (Spain), Sicily (Italy), Tunisia and Malta, that
currently is the cause of over 70% of the species entanglement in ghost fishing gear,


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/cms_cop14_res.11.17_rev.cop14_action-plan-migratory-landbirds_e.pdf&source=gmail-imap&ust=1738918706000000&usg=AOvVaw1FVr3Q7l8VLg3IadgnXuw0
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/cms_scc-sc7_inf.13_concept-briefing-bwb_e.pdf&source=gmail-imap&ust=1738918706000000&usg=AOvVaw3WpJkW332Kq6OfM0cPs-Mg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cms.int/en/meeting/seventh-meeting-sessional-committee-scientific-council-scc-sc7&source=gmail-imap&ust=1738918706000000&usg=AOvVaw0FrMJsQ8KIyUNlaODm71Dc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cms.int/en/meeting/seventh-meeting-sessional-committee-scientific-council-scc-sc7&source=gmail-imap&ust=1738918706000000&usg=AOvVaw0FrMJsQ8KIyUNlaODm71Dc
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-IT-LIFE-PROMETHEUS-101148295/promoting-elasmobranchs-conservation-through-by-catch-reduction-ecotourism-and-alternativesustainable-fisheries
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-IT-LIFE-PROMETHEUS-101148295/promoting-elasmobranchs-conservation-through-by-catch-reduction-ecotourism-and-alternativesustainable-fisheries
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-IT-LIFE-PROMETHEUS-101148295/promoting-elasmobranchs-conservation-through-by-catch-reduction-ecotourism-and-alternativesustainable-fisheries
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will be carried out (https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/public\Website/project/LIFE23-
NAT-ES-LIFEOASIS-101148343/mitigating-the-negative-interactions-of-protected-
species-with-marine-litter-and-pelagic-fisheries-of-the-mediterranean)

- Two projects are addressing the conservation of Aquatic Warbler (Acrocephalus
paludicola) at flyway-scale. The species is at present left with less than 50 breeding
populations globally. The projects area encompass 1. the mayor part of the breeding
range of the species 2. 19 Natura 2000 staging sites in Europe and one wintering site
in Senegal. The aim of the projects is to stop the declining trend of the subpopulations
in Germany, Poland, Lithuania, Hungary and Ukraine and to restore the Aquatic
warbler’s breeding range to an area larger than 1,500 km? by facilitating the re-
occupation of at least 6 abandoned breeding sites. Moreover they’re going to develop
a comprehensive, coherent, and climate-resilient flyway site network for the species
(https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-LT-
LIFE4AquaticWarbler-101148281/conservation-of-europes-rarest-continental-
passerine-a-transboundary-initiative-for-aquatic-warbler-population-recovery;
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-NL-LIFE-
AWOM-101148382/aquatic-warblers-on-the-move).

- safeguard the migration corridor between the Alps and Adriatic by reducing the
number of deaths by electrocution
(https://webgate.ec.europa.eul/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-SI-LIFE-FOR-
LIFELINES-101148381/ensuring-safe-ecological-corridor-for-breeding-and-migrating-
birds-between-the-alps-and-the-adriatic)

- - Initiatives have been promoted to assure the conservation of the Marbled Teal
(Marmaronetta angustirostris) with the financial support of the European Commission.
A captive breeding programme is ongoing in Spain to allow restocking programmes in
Spain and Sicily. At the same time, measures to protect and restore key habitats have
been carried out, including land purchase (https://www.cerceta-
pardilla.es/; https://lifemarbledduck.eu/).

North Macedonia has implemented activities related to the monitoring of the Balkan Lynx
(Lynx lynx balcanicus), coordinated by the Macedonian Ecological Society (MED):

1. Field Surveys and Population Monitoring:
MES has conducted camera-trapping and field surveys in key habitats of the
Balkan Lynx, particularly in the Mavrovo National Park and other critical areas.
These surveys aim to estimate population size, distribution, and habitat use.

2. Conservation Measures:
Following the inclusion of the Balkan Lynx under CMS protection, MES has
implemented awareness campaigns targeting local communities to mitigate
human-wildlife conflicts and promote coexistence.

3. Habitat Restoration Efforts:
MES collaborates with government authorities and local stakeholders on
habitat restoration initiatives, focusing on maintaining ecological corridors
critical for lynx migration and dispersal.

4. Data Sharing and Regional Cooperation:
MES actively contributes to the Balkan Lynx Recovery Programme and shares
monitoring data with regional partners to ensure a coordinated conservation
approach across the species' range.

On marine species, Monaco has renewed its financial support of a total amount of 420 000
Euros, for the implementation of the programme of work and specifically for the


https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-ES-LIFEOASIS-101148343/mitigating-the-negative-interactions-of-protected-species-with-marine-litter-and-pelagic-fisheries-of-the-mediterranean
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-ES-LIFEOASIS-101148343/mitigating-the-negative-interactions-of-protected-species-with-marine-litter-and-pelagic-fisheries-of-the-mediterranean
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-ES-LIFEOASIS-101148343/mitigating-the-negative-interactions-of-protected-species-with-marine-litter-and-pelagic-fisheries-of-the-mediterranean
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-LT-LIFE4AquaticWarbler-101148281/conservation-of-europes-rarest-continental-passerine-a-transboundary-initiative-for-aquatic-warbler-population-recovery
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-LT-LIFE4AquaticWarbler-101148281/conservation-of-europes-rarest-continental-passerine-a-transboundary-initiative-for-aquatic-warbler-population-recovery
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-LT-LIFE4AquaticWarbler-101148281/conservation-of-europes-rarest-continental-passerine-a-transboundary-initiative-for-aquatic-warbler-population-recovery
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-NL-LIFE-AWOM-101148382/aquatic-warblers-on-the-move
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-NL-LIFE-AWOM-101148382/aquatic-warblers-on-the-move
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-SI-LIFE-FOR-LIFELINES-101148381/ensuring-safe-ecological-corridor-for-breeding-and-migrating-birds-between-the-alps-and-the-adriatic
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-SI-LIFE-FOR-LIFELINES-101148381/ensuring-safe-ecological-corridor-for-breeding-and-migrating-birds-between-the-alps-and-the-adriatic
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE23-NAT-SI-LIFE-FOR-LIFELINES-101148381/ensuring-safe-ecological-corridor-for-breeding-and-migrating-birds-between-the-alps-and-the-adriatic
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cerceta-pardilla.es/&source=gmail-imap&ust=1742550901000000&usg=AOvVaw0NI4Tbkn4JUi4ThZ8KA3QW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cerceta-pardilla.es/&source=gmail-imap&ust=1742550901000000&usg=AOvVaw0NI4Tbkn4JUi4ThZ8KA3QW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://lifemarbledduck.eu/&source=gmail-imap&ust=1742550901000000&usg=AOvVaw1q5bXmkgjkwNJI0F2B7Xoj
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implementation of conservation measures in favour of aquatic migratory species and
connectivity-related activities.

Other activities

- The United Kingdom have hold a workshop on climate change and migratory
species, from 11to 13 February 2025 in Edinburgh. This has been funded via a
donation from the UK’s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to
the CMS Secretariat announced as at CoP14. The workshop, envisaged as a
revitalisation of the Scientific Council Working Group on Climate Change, is being led
by Des Thompson (CoP-Appointed Councillor for Climate Change) with support from
the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC).

- A broad range of actions (including captive breeding, reintroduction and restocking
programmes, supplementary feeding, mitigation of mortality factors, monitoring and
campaigns to raise public awareness) have been undertaken in many mediterranean
and alpine countries to implement the Multi-species Action Plan to Conserve
African-Eurasian Vultures. Part of these actions are co-funded by the European
Commission.

- To enlarge and improve the network of migration routes, some countries (i.e.Poland)
started work on the creation of a new national park also working to increase the
number of nature reserves

2. Key legislative, administrative or policy national measures on migratory species

In 2024 the European Commissione adopted the Nature Restoration Regulation, a
continent-wide, comprehensive law of its kind and a key element of the EU Biodiversity
Strategy.

The Regulation aims to restore ecosystems, habitats and species across the EU’s land and
sea areas in order to

» enable the long-term and sustained recovery of biodiverse and resilient nature
e contribute to achieving the EU’s climate mitigation and climate adaptation objectives
e meet international commitments

The regulation targets

o pollinating insects— reversing the decline of pollinator populations by 2030, and
achieving an increasing trend for pollinator populations, with a methodology for regular
monitoring of pollinators

o forest ecosystems — achieving an increasing trend for standing and lying deadwood,
uneven aged forests, forest connectivity, abundance of common forest birds and stock
of organic carbon

e urban ecosystems— no net loss of green urban space and tree cover by 2030, and a
steady increase in their total area from 2030

e agricultural ecosystems — increasing grassland butterflies and farmland birds, the
stock of organic carbon in cropland mineral soils, and the share of agricultural land
with high-diversity landscape features; restoring drained peatlands under agricultural
use

e marine ecosystems — restoring marine habitats such as seagrass beds or sediment
bottoms that deliver significant benefits, including for climate change mitigation, and
restoring the habitats of iconic marine species such as dolphins and porpoises, sharks
and seabirds.
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e river connectivity — identifying and removing barriers that prevent the connectivity of
surface waters, so that at least 25 000 km of rivers are restored to a free-flowing
state by 2030

EU MS Member States have until 1 September 2026 to prepare their draft national restoration
plan, identifying areas to be targeted and the most urgent restoration measures.



