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Summary:  
 
In line with Decision 14.165 the Sessional Committee of the 
Scientific Council considered the report submitted by Zimbabwe on 
the conservation status of cheetah. It concluded that the cheetah 
population of Zimbabwe is eligible for an Appendix I listing under 
CMS. The Standing Committee is invited to make further 
recommendations.  
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JOINT CITES-CMS AFRICAN CARNIVORES INITIATIVE 
 
 
Background 
 
1. All cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) populations, except those in Botswana, Namibia, and 

Zimbabwe, were listed by the Conference of the Parties in 2009 on Appendix I of the 
Convention. Following the establishment of the Joint CITES-CMS African Carnivores 
Initiative (ACI), a request to the CMS Scientific Council was included in Activity 1.4.6. of 
the ACI Programme of Work, that “after consultation with the respective Range States”, 
the Scientific Council should “recommend[s] to the CMS COP possible amendments to 
the list of cheetah populations presently excluded from CMS Appendix I to reflect the 
current conservation status of these cheetah populations as assessed by the IUCN, and 
[to] inform[s] a Decision for CMS COP14”. 
 

2. Consequently, COP14 adopted Decisions 14.162 – 14.165: 
 

Decision 14.162 
Botswana and Namibia are invited, and Zimbabwe is requested, to supply by 
the end of the second quarter of 2024, data and information on the conservation 
status of their cheetah populations to the CMS Secretariat for review and 
consideration by the 7th meeting of its Sessional Committee. 
 
Decision 14.164  
The Standing Committee is requested to consider the recommendations 
emanating from the Sessional Committee of the Scientific Council as per 
Decision 14.165 and approve or reject the recommendations. 
 
Decision 14.165  
The Scientific Council is requested to:  
a) at the 7th meeting of its Sessional Committee and in collaboration with the 

IUCN Cat Specialist Group, discuss the information provided to the 
Secretariat in response to Decision 14.162 and the report on the 
Conservation status of the cheetah populations of Botswana, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe and considerations for listing on CMS appendices; and  

b) provide recommendations to the Standing Committee at its 56th or 57th 
meeting. 

 
3. In accordance with Decision 14.162, the Government of Zimbabwe submitted the report 

Status of the African cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) in Zimbabwe to the Secretariat, which 
included it in document UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC7/Doc.6.4.1 for consideration by the 7th 
Meeting of the CMS Scientific Council’s Sessional Committee. The delegate from 
Zimbabwe presented the report during the Committee meeting to the Terrestrial Working 
Group, which concluded, in collaboration with the IUCN Cat Specialist Group, that 
cheetah populations were in decline, meriting eligibility for CMS Appendix I listing, which 
the Working Group agreed to recommend. It was also noted that additional support was 
needed to recover African cheetah populations.  

 
4. In accordance with Article XI of the Convention, the Appendices to the Convention may 

be amended at any ordinary or extraordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties, 
upon the submission of proposals for amendment by any Party. While the Scientific 
Council concluded that the populations of cheetah in Zimbabwe would be eligible for an 
Appendix I listing, a Party is required to submit a listing proposal to COP15 to include 
the population of Zimbabwe (and other non-listed populations) in Appendix I.  

https://www.cms.int/en/species/acinonyx-jubatus
https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/Agreed%20Outcomes_ACI%20RS2_2023-06-06_e_0.pdf
https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/Agreed%20Outcomes_ACI%20RS2_2023-06-06_e_0.pdf
https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/cms_scc-sc7_doc.6.4.1_joint-cites-cms-african-carnivores-initiative_e.pdf
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Recommended actions 
 
5. The Standing Committee is recommended to: 
 

a) approve the Scientific Council’s recommendation; and 
 
b) request the Secretariat to identify a Party interested in submitting a listing proposal 

to COP15 for the inclusion of unlisted cheetah populations in Appendix I with the 
support of relevant experts.  

 


