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TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE WORKING GROUP ON
INFRASTRUCTURE AND MIGRATORY SPECIES


1. 	Terms of Reference

The working group, consisting of experts identified in cooperation with the Secretariat, is to advise the Scientific Council and Secretariat on issues of infrastructure and migratory species, including:

a) provide advice on possible actions that could be taken to address the impacts ofinfrastructure development (including dams and urban sprawl and development) on CMS-listed species;

b) assess whether current methodologies and criteria for the definition of “critical habitat”, asused by financial institutions and the impact assessment community, are an appropriatetrigger to undertake further assessment on risks to and impacts on migratory species andtheir habitats; and if these methodologies and criteria are deemed not appropriate, makeproposals on how they can be improved, including actions to ensure ecologicalconnectivity and restoration;

c) assess whether current best practice strategic environmental assessment and environmental impact assessment methodologies, including the preparation of environmental/biodiversity management plans and cumulative effects assessments, sufficiently address the impact infrastructure projects have on migratory species throughout the infrastructure´s lifecycle;

d) develop guidance, based on the above assessments, on:

i. 	the scoping process which includes migratory species in the tasks and scope of investigations;

ii. 	scientifically robust and cost-effective means of monitoring, evaluation and reporting on the effectiveness of mitigation measures in infrastructure developments; and

e) 	identify reliable data on and databases containing the movements, habitats and occurrence of CMS-listed species as a body of knowledge in support of planning, assessment and decision-making, and, with the support of the Secretariat, establish relationships with institutions holding that data.

2.      Duration 

The Working Group is established for an open-ended period.
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