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The impacts of climate change on migratory species
Migratory species are finely adapted to specific habitats that change naturally with the seasons

Significant threats are already posed by global development and direct human-induced environmental 
changes… Now the threat of climate change 

Migratory species are more vulnerable due to their reliance on a wide range of 
habitats and natural resources, spread over vast distances
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History of negotiations in CMS
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UK conducts Climate change and migratory species: a review of impacts, conservation 

actions, indicators and ecosystem services …

Climate change considered at COP5

COP11 adopted a POW on Climate Change and Migratory Species (Res.11.26 (Rev.COP12)) 

COP11 also adopted the Strategic Plan for Migratory Species (2015-2023) (Res.11.02 (Rev.COP12)), which includes climate change

1997

2005 - Resolution 8.13, 2008 - Resolution 9.7, 2011 - Resolution 10.19

2014

2017
COP12 adopted Resolution 12.21 – repealed and consolidated all previous Resolutions and Recommendations on climate change: 

Challenges

• Uncertainties regarding 
migratory connectivity and 
complexity 

• Difficulties in assessing 
population processes through 
entire lifecycles

• Difficulties in understanding, 
predicting and assessing 
vulnerability 

2020 COP13 adopted Decisions 13.126-13.128 Climate Change and Migratory Species

Also POW for the Intersessional Period between COP13 and COP14 (Res.13.2 Annex 6): 
“Review evidence for climate change impacts on migratory species; vulnerability 
assessment and develop guidelines for adaptation measures”

2023

“Urges Parties, despite the remaining uncertainty surrounding the full scale of the impacts 
of climate change on migratory species, not to delay related decision-making and action”

2024 COP14 Further action to be discussed – key contribution of this workshop

February: Workshop on Climate Change and Migratory Species: Regional Approach, Practical Measures and Examples (meeting report here)

https://www.cms.int/en/meeting/workshop-migratory-species-and-climate-change-regional-approach-practical-measures-and


4

Climate Change relevant Resolutions adopted at CMS COP14
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Target 3.4. By 2032, the impact of climate change on 
migratory species and their habitats is reduced 

…through mitigation and adaptation, 
including through nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-

based approaches and disaster risk reduction actions,
while minimizing negative and fostering positive impacts on 

biodiversity. 

 Resolution 12.21 (Rev. COP14) Climate 
Change and Migratory Species has been 
produced based on the report of the 
review undertaken by the UK

 Proposes specific actions to be taken by 
Parties, non-Party Range States and other 
stakeholders in addressing climate change

 Urges Parties, and non-Party Range States, 
to take both climate change mitigation and 
adaptation actions now, especially in the 
light of impacts that are already being 
observed

Amendments to Resolution 12.21 (Rev.COP14) Resolution 14.1

The Samarkand Strategic Plan for 
Migratory Species 2024-2032
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Decisions 14.211-14.215  Climate Change and Migratory Species
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Adopted by COP14 in 2024

• Provide the framework to short – term 
action till CMS COP15 (2026)

• Call upon the Scientific Council to convene 
an international in-person workshop on 
migratory species and climate change

• Request the Scientific Council to report to 
the Conference of the Parties at its 15th 
meeting on the progress in implementing 
this Decision.

Decision 14.214 requests the Scientific Council to:

 identify those migratory species likely to be negatively 
impacted by climate change;

 identify species that have a high probability of changing 
their migration routes as a result of climate change; 

 identify further case studies of the role of migratory species 
in maintaining and enhancing climate change mitigation 
and adaptation;

 propose measures to help facilitate migratory species’ 
range changes; 

 provide advice on possible interventions, including nature-
based solutions;

 Consider link to the implementation of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the Paris 
Agreement adopted under the UNFCCC.



Thank you!
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