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The Montevideo Environmental Law Programme is 

a 10-year intergovernmental programme 

designed to promote environmental rule of law, 

build related capacities, and contribute to the 

achievement of the environmental dimensions of 

the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Promotes environmental rule of law, builds related capacities, and contributes to the SDGs.

Montevideo Environmental Law Programme



How the Programme works
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Governance framework

Montevideo Secretariat (UNEP), 

National Focal Points (NFPs), Steering 

Committee for Implementation

9 strategic activities

Implementation guidelines

Gender, partnerships, results-based 

activities, consistent with MEAs etc. 

Capacity-building

Support capacity-building to increase the 

effectiveness of environmental law stakeholders 

Development

Implementation

Guidance products, awareness, 

education, research networks, 

academic partnerships, private sector 

partnerships, emerging areas, data 

exchange etc. 

Support the development of 

adequate and effective 

environmental legislation and 

legal frameworks at all levels to 

address environmental issues

Strengthen the effective 

implementation of environmental 

law at the national level
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Strategic Areas

• Three thematic priorities agreed on by 

national focal points: Climate change, 

pollution and biodiversity.

• Cross cutting areas: access to 

environmental justice and capacity-

building. 

• Cross-cutting activities to be carried out 

in collaboration with the secretariats of 

multilateral environmental agreements to 

ensure consistency and avoid duplication.
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Biodiversity

Thematic areas covered:

• Management of zoonotic diseases

• Strengthening national biodiversity 

legislation including supporting countries 

to develop biosafety legislation

• Focus on environmental crimes
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Law and Environment Assistance 
Platform

• Publications and knowledge products

• Legal Toolkits on Plastics, Climate Change and 

Air Quality

• Meeting documents of the national focal points 

of the Montevideo Programme V

• Countries may submit requests for technical 

legal assistance
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https://leap.unep.org/ 

https://leap.unep.org/
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• Database of climate change legislation searchable according to legal area

• Aimed to support countries establish legal frameworks for effective 
domestic implementation of the Paris Agreement and their Nationally 
Determined Contributions.

• 4 modules: climate framework laws, urban planning, energy and agriculture.

G l o b a l  W o r k s h o p  o n  C M S  L e g i s l a t i o n



G l o b a l  W o r k s h o p  o n  C M S  L e g i s l a t i o n



G l o b a l  W o r k s h o p  o n  C M S  L e g i s l a t i o n



G l o b a l  W o r k s h o p  o n  C M S  L e g i s l a t i o n



G l o b a l  W o r k s h o p  o n  C M S  L e g i s l a t i o n



G l o b a l  W o r k s h o p  o n  C M S  L e g i s l a t i o n

Law and Climate Change Toolkit









Law and Environment Assistance 
Platform

• Publications and knowledge products
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https://leap.unep.org/ 
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THANK YOU!
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