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Number of the Great Bustrad in Poland in the breeding
period (Bereszyński 2000) 
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History
 19th C. – occurred within the borders of the Polish state on 

the whole territory.
 In the first half of the 20th C. Great Bustard was closely

connected with the landscape of the Polish lowland.
 In 1936-1938 y. – occurred mainly: Wielkopolska 

(Greatpoland), Pomorze Zachodnie (West-Pomerania), 
Ziemia Lubuska (Lubuskie Land), Lublin province, Dolny 
Śląsk (Lower Silesia).

 In 1963-1975 y. – only on the area of the SW from Poznań 
and in the surroundings of Pyrzyce & Słubice.

 The last brood was found at Parnica, Pomorze Zachodnie 
(W Pomerania), in 1986 y.  



History
 1974-1980 y. – Experimantal Station of the Dep. 

Zoology Agricultural University of Poznań in
Siemianice (18 ha).

 32 birds (24 from Polish population)

 1981-1996 y. – Station in Stobnica. 
 4 birds – last died in 1989. End of Polish population.

 1989-1996 y. – 3 birds from E. Germany. 



ROAD MAP
 Step 1 – flock of birds

Since 2018 y.

 Step 2 – Great Bustard - friendly habitat management
Since 2019 y. 



Step 1
 Funding: General Directorate of State Forest in

Warsaw (Warszawa). 
 Cooperation: 

 Regional Directorate of State Forest in Zielona Góra
 Forest District in Świebodzin, 
 Incubation and breeding station for the Great Bustard

ZAGRODOWA HODOWLA ZWIERZYNY ŁOWNEJ 
„ZAGÓRZE„ (Lubuskie Land) – in prep.

 Feasibility study – in prep.
 Source of eggs or chicks: Russian population (40 birds

in first year).





Step 1
 Education: ZOO in Warsaw & Station „Zagórze”
 Genetical studies: Gens’ Bank in Kostrzyca (State Forest) 
 Steering Comittee.
 Scientific Care: 

 University of Zielona Góra, 
 Poznań University of Life Sciences. 



Step 2
 2020-2030 y.

 Founds:
- LIFE+
- National Found for Environmental Protection and 

Water Management in Warsaw (Warszawa)
- State Forests



Step 2
 Choice of places with friendly farmland for Great 

Bustard
 Cooperation with farmers
 Agri-environmental Program 
 Control of predators (fox, dog) in cooperation with 

hunters.



Great Bustard-friendly
management of suitable habitats
 Mosaic landscape with fallows, cereal fields, 

herbaceous plants (lucerne, oilseed rape etc.)
 Low level of human disturbance
 Farming activities should be adapted to the breeding

phenology (agri-environmental programme)
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Potential reinroduction areas
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