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Costa Rica
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Relevant Legislation

e Law Number 8586, legislative file #16.126 of 21 March 2007 “Approval of adhesion of Costa Rica to the Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals”.

¢ Organic Law of Environment Number 7554.

e Law of conservation of wildlife Number 7317 and its regulation. Deals with crimes and violations against wildlife.

¢ Biodiversity Law Number 7788 and its regulation.

¢ Law of conservation and protection of marine turtles Number 8325.

e Law of the Service of National Parks number 6084.

¢ Fishing and aquaculture Law Number 8436.

Article I11.5

Laws that Implement the Take Prohibition

Aquatic Mammals

Taking of all Appendix | aguatic mammals is prohibited, but relevant law is not
identified for all marine mammals.

e Biodiversity Law, the Regulation of Observation of Cetaceans, and the
Fishing Law prohibit hunting, capturing, harassing, etc. of the different
cetacean species present in Costa Rica.

e Law on fishing and aquaculture, article 39, prohibits fishing of cetaceans
and pinnipeds.

¢ Hunting species included in any of the CMS appendixes is prohibited in
Costa Rica. No law identified.

Terrestrial Mammals

Taking of all Appendix | bats is prohibited, but relevant law is not identified.

Unknown for other terrestrial mammals.

e Hunting species included in any of the CMS appendixes is prohibited in
Costa Rica. No law identified.

Birds

Taking of all Appendix | birds is prohibited, but relevant law is not identified.
e Hunting species included in any of the CMS appendixes is prohibited in




Costa Rica. No law identified.

Reptiles Taking of all Appendix | reptiles inhabiting Costa Rica is prohibited.
¢ Law on fishing and aquaculture, article 39, prohibits fishing of chelonians.
Hunting species included in any of the CMS appendixes is prohibited in Costa
Rica. No law identified.

Fish Hunting species included in any of the CMS appendixes is prohibited in Costa

Rica. No law identified.

Exceptions to the Take Prohibition

Aquatic Mammals None

Terrestrial Mammals Unknown

Birds None

Reptiles Yes
Collecting of Lepidochelys kempii eggs is allowed in Decree number 20007-
MAG of 1990 and in Decree 28203 MAG-MIRENEM of 2000. Note: There is a
discrepancy in the information, as national reports also refer to a complete
ban on the collection of turtle eggs.

Fish Unknown

Article 111.4

Laws to conserve and, where feasible and appropriate, restore habitats of CMS Appendix | species

More than 25% of the national territory is a protected, and 5% are private reserves. However, insufficient
information is provided to identify the content of any obligations.
e Marine National Park Isla del Coco for the protection of migratory animals such as Puffinus
creatopus and Pterodroma phaeopygia,
¢ National Wildlife Refuge Caletas Ario for the protection of migratory turtles such as Dermochelys

coriacea.

e Marine areas such as Biological Reserve Isla del Cafo; Wildlife Refuge Gandoca-Manzanillo; and
National Parks Isla del Coco, Marino Ballena, Corcovado, Manuel Antonio and Santa Rosa favour
the protection of whales.

Laws that prevent, remove, compensate for or minimize, as appropriate, the adverse effects of activities or obstacles that
seriously impede or prevent the migration of the species

Windmills (birds and bats)

Unknown

Cell towers (birds and
bats)

Environmental impact studies must be presented before permission to install
power lines is granted. However, the information submitted does not provide
an understanding of how a species is actually protected.

Dams (fish)

Environmental impact studies must be presented before permission to build
dams is granted. However, the information submitted does not provide an




understanding of how a species is actually protected.

Road construction | Unknown
(mammals)

Train tracks (mammals) Unknown

Fishing gear/bycatch | Legislation establishes obligations for ships to use devices that allow marine
(marine  mammals, sea | mammals, turtles and sharks to escape fishing nets when they are caught as
turtles, fish) bycatch. However, no specific law identified.

New methods for fishing, such as round hooks. However, insufficient
information is provided to identify the content of any obligations.

To prevent finning, unloading shark fins from ships is prohibited. Sharks must
be unloaded complete (that is, with fins attached). However, insufficient
information is provided to identify the content of any obligations.

Shipping (marine | Unknown
mammals)

Laws that prevent, reduce or control factors that are endangering or are likely to further endanger the species, including

strictly controll

ing the introduction of or controlling or eliminating, already introduced species.

Biodiversity Law, the Regulation of Observation of Cetaceans, and the Fishing Law declare the Exclusive
Economic Zones in the Pacific and Caribbean as whale sanctuaries.

Chapter Xl of the Law of Conservation of Wildlife was modified by means of Law 8689: Fines and penalties
for illegal traffic and hunting crimes were increased.

Beach clean-up campaigns and issuance of Ecologic Blue Flag certificates to reduce threats to marine
mammals. However, insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any obligations.

Operations by the Public Force, Coast Guard, and officials from the National System of Conservation Areas
aimed at protecting reptiles in nesting seasons. Controls to prevent illegal turtle egg extraction in different
areas of the country. However, insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any obligations.

Restoration of Dermochelys coriacea and other turtle populations in different areas of the Country.
However, insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any obligations.

Lawsuits and other legal claims have been filed for the destruction of habitat of Dermochelys coriacea.

However, insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any obligations.




Reservations, territorial inclusions, and territorial exclusions

Reservations | None
Territorial “Costa Rica”. Thus, presumed to apply to all territory, including any overseas territories and semi-
Scope autonomous zones.




