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Inventory 
 

Implementation of Articles III.4 and III.5 of the Convention 
 

Belgium 

Party since 1 October 1990 

National Reports submitted: COP12 (2017), COP11 (2014), COP10 (2011), COP9 (2008) 

Relevant Legislation 

 Flemish Region 

• Decree of 1997 for nature conservation and the natural environment (B.S. 10 January 1998). 

• Flemish Government Bill for the regulations of the implementation of the Decree for nature conservation (B.S. 10 
September 1998). 

• Game Decree of 24 July 1991 (B.S. 7 September 1991) and following revisions. 

• Flemish Government Bill on hunting regulations in the Flemish Region of 25 April 2014 + Executive Decisions. 
of 12 May 2014 on good practices and of 16 March on fauna management zones. 

• Flemish Government Bill on species protection and species management of 15 May 2009. 
Designation acts of Natura 2000 zones including conservation objectives - including the Special Protection. 

• Areas for birds – 2014. 
 
Walloon Region 

• Law on Nature Conservation as modified by the Decree of 6 December 2001 concerning the conservation of Natura 2000 
sites, wild fauna and flora (Moniteur belge 22 Janvier 2002). 

• Walloon government bill of November 27th 2003 concerning derogation to bird protection measures (Moniteur belge 23 
February 2004. 
 
Brussels Capital Region 

• Order on nature conservation 1/03/2014. 

• Federal Government. 

• Law or January 20, 1999 on the protection of the marine environment in sea areas under Belgian jurisdiction (MMM-wet). 

• Royal decree of December 21, 2001 concerning the species protection in the sea areas under Belgian jurisdiction. 
 

• Council Directive of 2 April 1979 on the conservation of wild birds (79/409/EEC) ("Birds Directive"). 

• Council Directive of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (92/43/EEC) 
("Habitats Directive"). 

Article III.5 
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 Laws that Implement the Take Prohibition 

 Aquatic Mammals Taking of all Appendix I aquatic mammals is prohibited, but relevant law for all 
species is not identified. 

• The Royal Decree of 21 December 2001 provides strict protection to all 
Cetacea, but insufficient information is provided to determine what protection 
is afforded cetaceans. 

Terrestrial Mammals Unknown (but not a Range State of any Appendix I terrestrial animal) 

Birds Taking of all Appendix I birds is prohibited by EC Birds Directive. 

Reptiles Taking of all Appendix I reptiles is prohibited, but relevant law is not identified 
for all species. 

• All Cheloniidae and Dermochelyidea (including the Leatherback turtle) are 
strictly protected in the BE part of the North Sea (royal decree of 21 December 
2001) 

Fish Taking of all Appendix I fish is prohibited, but relevant law is not identified. 

• In Wallonia Acipenser sturio is strictly protected under the Law for Nature 
Conservation, but insufficient information is provided to know what “strictly 
protected” means. 

Exceptions to the Take Prohibition 

 Aquatic Mammals None, but scope of permissible exceptions is not described. 

Terrestrial Mammals Unknown (but not a Range State of any Appendix I terrestrial animal) 

Birds Yes, but scope of permissible exceptions not fully described in all regions. 

• The legislation allows derogations to the protection principle of protected bird 
species (including species of Appendix I) for certain reasons and under certain 
conditions. If derogations are granted, they are often indicating species groups 
- but do not include specific species of Annex I. According to environmental  
impact assessment (EIA) jurisdiction, environmental impact assessment is 
required and includes possible impact on all protected species (include all bird 
species) - specific procedures have been developed for activities in Special 
protection Areas under Bird and Habitat Directives. Permits are in any case 
only approved for scientific research, educational projects, to prevent important 
damage to crops, cattle and fisheries, actions for the protection of public health 
and public safety, actions for the security of air traffic and actions for the 
protection of other fauna and flora. 

• Walloon Region: The legislation allows derogations to the protection principle 
of protected bird species (including species of Appendix I) for certain reasons 
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and under certain conditions, but no exceptions have been granted for 
appendix I species. 

• Brussels Capital Region: no exceptions are granted 

• Federal authority: According to the Royal decree of December 21, 2001 
concerning the species protection in the sea areas under Belgian jurisdiction 
derogations can be granted for certain reasons and under conditions stated in 
the permit. No derogations were granted. 

Reptiles None, but scope of permissible exceptions is not described. 

Fish None, but scope of permissible exceptions is not described. 

Article III.4 

 Laws to conserve and, where feasible and appropriate, restore habitats of CMS Appendix I species 

 Measures for restoration of habitats, nesting and feeding areas of migratory birds in general are included in 
the objectives and management planning for SPA Natura 2000 areas, Natural reserves and in Wetlands of 
biological importance. However, insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any 
obligations. 
 
Flemish Region 
* Habitat destruction: For species under Annex I of the Birds Directive regularly occurring in the Flemish 
Region, Special Protection Areas have been designated, and the ecological quality of the habitats they 
require are being improved through LIFE-projects, nature development projects, agri-environment measures, 
recurrent management measures for the nature and forest reserves and areas under the management of 
the Agency.  In total, 24 Special Protection Areas have been designated – several nature and forest reserves 
for which approved management plans are being carried out are located within the SPA. 

• Long-term protection for areas with important natural values is assured through formal designation as 
nature reserve. The Appendix I bird species with regular occurrence in the Flemish Region is the Aquatic 
Warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola), which is a regular (autumn) migrant. In December 2007, a Flemish action 
plan for this species was finalised. Habitat destruction and degradation are the main obstacles for migrant 
Aquatic Warblers in Flanders. The main action that the plan suggests is to create more habitat for the 
species. 

• Executive act for the protection and management of species (2009) indicating concrete measures for 
protection of species including migratory species. 
 
Walloon Region 

• LIFE projects of sites restoration. The Life Project on peatlands of the St Hubert Plateau enabled to 
restore habitats that could be used as migratory stops by A 

• Creation of new protected areas, such as Natural reserves and Wetlands of biological interest. 
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• Natura 2000 migratory species and their habitats are protected by the Law on Nature Conservation. For 
migratory fishes, management plans are prepared in the context of the Water framework Directive and 
include priority watercourses for which fish circulation is one of the priorities. Many migratory species are 
covered by Natura 2000 conservation measure. 
 
Federal 

• Belgian part of the North Sea: (1) Establishment of marine protected areas as part of the Natura 2000 
network. (2) Royal Decree for the protection of marine species in the Belgian part of the North Sea RD of 21 
December 2001), (3) monitoring and enforcement, (4) Environmental impact assessments. 

• Establishment of 5 Marine Protected Areas in the Belgian Part of the North Sea: 3 SPAs (migration / 
wintering / feeding areas for migrating birds), one SAC and one marine reserve. All are coastal marine sites.  
royal decree of 17 October 2016 describing the procedures for the management of marine protected areas 

• Ministerial decree of 2 February 2017 adopting conservation objectives for the marine protected areas. 

Laws that prevent, remove, compensate for or minimize, as appropriate, the adverse effects of activities or obstacles that 
seriously impede or prevent the migration of the species 

 Windmills (birds and bats) • The Research Institute for Nature and Forest has published a map which 
contains the principal routes for bird movements in Flanders. The Flemish 
Government has decided that this map should be considered when wind 
turbines are planned in an area and that turbines should be planted in areas 
where the impact on (migratory) birds is minimal. However, insufficient 
information is provided to identify the content of any obligations. 

• Belgium part of the North Sea: Impact assessment reports provide the basis 
for the mitigation measures / monitoring measures regarding wind turbines at 
sea. However, insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any 
obligations. 

• Flanders: sites for possible development of wind turbines with lowest impact 
on migratory species were mapped by INBO; EIA reports provide assessment 
of possible impacts, mitigation measures, and monitoring of wind turbine 
infrastructure. However, insufficient information is provided to identify the 
content of any obligations. 

• Wallonia: Migration flyways are taken into account when delivering 
environmental permits for wind turbines 

• Federal: Certain activities, such as the construction and operation of  windmill 
farms, require an EIA before a permit can issued. 

Cell towers (birds and bats) Elia, the transmission system operator, endeavors to limit the impacts of power 
lines on birds. It builds safe nests and undertakes other efforts to reduce wire 
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strikes and reduce mortality. However, insufficient information is provided to 
identify whether these activities are voluntary or mandatory. 

Dams (fish) Many fish ladders have been installed to overcome the migration obstacles. 
However, insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any 
obligations. 

Road construction 
(mammals) 

Unknown 

Train tracks (mammals) Unknown 

Fishing gear/bycatch 
(marine mammals, sea 
turtles, fish) 

The Royal Decree for the protection of endangered species (21 December 
2001) prohibits the recreational use of trammel nets in the Belgium part of the 
North Sea (RD of 21/12/2001). 

Shipping (marine 
mammals) 

Unknown 

 Laws that prevent, reduce or control factors that are endangering or are likely to further endanger the species, including 
strictly controlling the introduction of or controlling or eliminating, already introduced species. 

  Brussels-Capital Region 

• All species of European birds are protected (Order on Nature Conservation 1/3/2012).  
 
Federal 

• The law of 20 January 1999 states that environmental permits are required for certain activities at sea. 

• Since March 14, 2014 a marine spatial plan is in force for the Belgian part of the North Sea. 

• Development of management plans of marine protected areas. 

• Measures are included in the Plan of Measures as part of the implementation of the EU Marine Strategy 
Framework. 
 
However, for all of the measures, plans, and strategies discussed above, insufficient information is provided 
to determine whether any Appendix I species (other than aquatic warbler) inhabit these areas, and 
insufficient information is provided to identify the content of any obligations. 
 

• For Acipenser sturio, In Wallonia and in Flanders, several projects intend to improve the populations 
status of threatened fishes species: 

• Restoration of freshwater fish habitat. 

• Protection netting in hydro-electric power station. 

• Inventories and mapping of obstacles for fish migration in the hydrographical network in the 3 regions are 
nearly completed. Measures to remove the migration obstacles are being implemented in a transboundary 
cooperation in the framework of a BENELUX agreement. 
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• Through the transposition of the Birds and Habitats Directives into the Nature Decree of 1998 as revised 
in 2002, conservation of migratory species and conservation of their habitats receive specific attention. A 
new legal framework for the development of integrated Nature Management Plans is in final preparatory 
phase. These plans for Natura 2000 and other nature areas will be based on the conservation objectives for 
species, including migratory species, and habitats: for all sites the conservation objectives and priority 
measures have been established and conservation programmes are being developed for species (groups) 
of European and international interest as listed in the Executive Act for Species Protection and Management 
of 2009.The Decree for Integrated Water Policy that forms the transposition of the EU Water Framework 
Directive includes measures to solve fish migration obstacles.  

• The Environment & Nature Policy Plan (2016-2020) includes measures for species and habitats protection 
with priority attention for species of international importance, to sanitise or remove 75% of the existing fish 
migration problems in the priority water course network and to prevent new problem issues as much as 
possible. 

Reservations, territorial inclusions, and territorial exclusions 

 Reservations None 

Territorial 
Scope 

“Flemish Region, Walloon Region, Brussels-Capital Region, territorial sea and exclusive economic zone in 
the North Sea under Federal Government.” Thus, presumed to apply to all territory, including any overseas 
territories and semi-autonomous zones. 

 


