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Background

• Activity 2, Task 2.5 of the TAG workplan from MOS2 was to “Advise on gaps in current information on key 
breeding areas, stopovers, refuelling, bottleneck, other congregational and non-breeding sites along raptor 
flyways, and: a) make recommendations on how these might be filled; and, b) advise on appropriate 
approaches for the conservation and management of critical areas.”

• As TAG4/Doc. 6.4 outlines our approach - a pilot analysis for a small set of Annex 1 species to test an approach 
that could later be applied to all Annex 1 species if deemed useful; at TAG3 we agreed a list of pilot species and 
showed how we would assess congregatory behaviour (Annex 2 of UNEP/CMS/Raptors/TAG3/Doc.4.2b)

• For each pilot species overlaid Table 3 sites on the species distribution map, identify major gaps and use 
information on the species congregatory behaviour to assess whether those gaps were genuine or explained 
by the species behaviour in that season

• Re: the ‘conservation and management of critical areas we have tested some approaches to looking at 
protection of site networks for pilot species

• Site-based conservation approaches might not be the most effective way to support the species in non-
congregatory parts of the annual cycle. 
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Methods

• Pilot spp with differing ecologies & migratory strategies : Rüppell’s Vulture, Lappet-faced Vulture, Egyptian 
Vulture, Cinereous Vulture, Steppe Eagle, Wahlberg’s Eagle, Mountain Hawk-eagle, Pallas’s Fish-eagle, 
Grasshopper Buzzard, Amur Falcon and Lanner Falcon

• Basis for analysis was the draft Table 3 site list as shared at TAG3

• BirdLife species distribution maps displayed showing full range of annual life cycle stages were plotted for 
each pilot study species which had sites on draft Table 3

• Table 3 sites for the pilot species were overlaid onto these maps and any sites with geographic overlap of 
>50% with another site (e.g., SPA sites overlapping with IBA sites) were removed and considered to be 
functionally identical in terms of their contribution to the site network for species in that location

• Point locations of draft Table 3 sites falling inside each part of the species’ ranges were tabulated, as well as 
those falling outside of their current range maps

• Brief summary of findings was prepared for each pilot study species, outlining the comprehensiveness of 
draft Table 3 sites across their geographic range
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TAG3/Doc 4.2b Annex 2
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Example for Pallas’s Fish-eagle

• Reasonable representation of sites for 
this species on (proposed) Table 3, 
though gaps in west of range

• Sites in an area where the species is 
now possibly extinct, so need more 
recent monitoring to confirm
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Example for Lappet-faced Vulture

• Poor coverage on (proposed) Table 3

• Some historic breeding sites where the 
species may now no longer occur

• This species is now Endangered so 
thresholds for international importance 
lower than previously, ID of qualifying sites 
possible elsewhere in range
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Example for Amur Falcon

• Very poor coverage on (proposed) Table 3

• Congregatory throughout year, 
particularly on passage so genuine gaps 
here

• Sites of international importance for this 
species need to be identified
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Doc 6.4 Annex A
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Doc 6.4 Annex A cont…
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Pilot species with no sites on Table 3

• 3 of 11 pilot spp (Grasshopper Buzzard, Mountain Hawk-eagle and Wahlberg’s Eagle) had no sites 
at all on draft Table 3

• Worth noting that beyond the pilot species, there are 28 other Annex 1 species which do not have 
sites of international importance identified for them in draft Table 3 
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Actions for TAG4 consideration

• The approach could help TAG advise on which Annex 1 species have significant and genuine gaps 
in the network of internationally important sites in draft Table 3

• Further discussion needed on what kind of recommendations  could flow from such an analysis 
with the aim of increasing the comprehensiveness of the Table 3 site network for Annex 1 species

• For different Annex 1 species, could try to identify which geographic areas are most important for 
targeting gap-filling surveys

• Need for more recent info on some of the Table 3 sites

• TAG is requested to consider whether this approach is worth expanding to cover all Annex 1 
species and whether a short paper should be produced for MOS3


