
LIFE EUROKITE CRIME REPORT
“Cross-border protection of the Red Kite in Europe by reducing human-caused mortality”







Overview of Data

• Between 20 June 2013 and 8 January 2025, 3,557 raptor individuals of 7 species were tagged in 19 
countries across Europe together with many different partners

• 3,165 red kites
• 97 black kites
• 43 booted eagles
• 50 honey buzzards
• 79 imperial eagles
• 22 ospreys
• 101 white-tailed eagles 

→ The first results of the LIFE EUROKITE project show, that illegal persecution of 
tagged birds (shooting, poisoning, trapping) is one of the biggest threats for those 
species. So far (10/01/2025), 295 (8,29 %) tagged birds have died due to illegal 
activities.
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295 tagged birds have died due to 
illegal activities in 24 countries 

• 212 birds died due to poisoning 
• 200 red kites, 7 imperial eagles, 1 osprey and 4 

white-tailed eagles 

• 67 birds died due to shooting 
• 56 red kites, 3 black kites, 1 booted eagle, 1 honey 

buzzard, 4 imperial eagles and 2 white-tailed eagles 

• 6 birds died due to trapping 
• 4 red kites, 1 honey buzzard and 1 white-tailed eagle 

• 9 birds died due to bird crime 
• 7 red kites, 1 imperial eagle and 1 white-tailed eagle) 

• one tagged red kite died due to traceable human 
intervention
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Overview of bird crimes 
(n=295) separated into 
countries in the period from 
December 2013 to December 
2024. Due to different number 
of tagged birds per country 
and the different density of red 
kites per country the results 
can differ significantly per 
country. The results do not 
provide any information about 
the frequency of bird crime 
compared to the density of 
birds in the respective country.
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Overview of the killed individuals 
(n=295) separated by years in the 
period from December 2013 to 
December 2024.

(Depending on the sample size 
available in the different years)
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Overview of the total amount of 
substances (n=22) detected in 
poisoned birds (n=97 analysed 
birds with detected substances). 
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Status of legal proceeding and conviction
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Status 13.05.2025



CAMPAIGN AGAINST CRIMINAL 

POISONING OF EUROPEAN WILDLIFE 

(CPEW) ​







Campaign against criminal Poisoning of 
European Wildlife (CPEW)
https://chng.it/zCZhxGhQSy
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→ Supporting the “European day against criminal poisoning of wildlife” 
on 1st March (first time in 2025) to raise awareness of the general 
public and the political decision makers, as the topic is widely 
underestimated and unknown.

→ Systematic data collection for whole Europe to create a poisoning data 
base and to identify hot spots. Ideally, this data base should be 
managed by the European Union or one of its organisations.

→ Need to pursue the Rome Strategic Plan 2020-2030 further and more 
vigorously.

https://chng.it/zCZhxGhQSy
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Scan and sign our petition to 
combat criminal poisoning of 
European wildlife !!!
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