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2026 has been a very relevant year for IKB
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- New Monitoring Framework for
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launched
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Key Outcomes on IKB

* lllegal Taking: Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP15)
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CONVENTION ON UNEP/CMS/Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP15)
MIGRATORY Original: English
SPECIES

THE PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL KILLING, TAKING AND TRADE
OF MIGRATORY BIRDS

Adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its 15" Meeting (Campo Grande, March 2026)

Recalling Article Il (5) of the Convention, which provides for Parties that are Range States to
prohibit the taking of species included in Appendix |, and Article V (5) (k) on Guidelines for
AGREEMENTS, which suggests, where appropriate and feasible, each Agreement should
prepare for procedures for coordinating action to suppress illegal taking,

Since COP14, MIKT members have endorsed
the Suggested Methodology and Guidance for
Conducting Socio-Economic Research into the
Motivations behind IKB (June 2023).

Furthermore, the CMS Secretariat has
contracted BirdLife International through a
small-scale funding agreement to conduct a
survey on IKB motivations in MIKT countries.




Key Outcomes on IKB

* lllegal Taking: Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP15)

*The Resolution was amended to include the
development and implementation of national action
CMS plans or policy documents as key tools to organize and
prioritize efforts to combat illegal taking of birds (ITB) at
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CONVENTlON ON UNEP/CMS/Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP15) .
MIGRATORY Original: English the national level.
SPECIES

*COP also adopted updated Terms of Reference (ToR) for
THE PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL KILLING, TAKING AND TRADE the ITTEA, expanding its scope to include waterbirds,
OF MIGRATORY BIRDS _ _
which were previously excluded. ITTEA has also
advanced its work on IKB baseline data and a draft
Recalling Article 11 (5) of the Convention, which provides for Parties that are Range States to scoreboard framework.
prohibit the taking of species included in Appendix |, and Article V (5) (k) on Guidelines for

AGREEMENTS, which suggests, where appropriate and feasible, each Agreement should
prepare for procedures for coordinating action to suppress illegal taking,

Adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its 15" Meeting (Campo Grande, March 2026)

*|In addition, the Terms of Reference for SWAITB were
approved, and new COP15 decisions further strengthen
the process and implementation of its Action Plan.




COP15: Samarkand Strategic Plan for Migratory

Species:

Vision: By 2032, migratory species are thriving and live in full:
restored and connected habitats.

Goal 1. The conservation status of migratory species (MS) is
improved

Goal 2. The habitats and ranges of MS are maintained and restore
supporting their connectivity.

Goal 3. Threats affecting MS are eliminated or significantly reduce

Goal 4. Implementation of CMS is supported by adequate knowlec
capacity and resources.

Goal 5. Implementation of CMS is supported by effective governar
including use of best available science and information, and
collaborative working.

Goal 6. The profile of CMS and synergies with other relevant
international frameworks are enhanced.
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New Monitoring Framework

Table 2. Goal 2: The habitats and ranges of migratory species are maintained and restored, supporting their
connectivity.

. ____ ______________________ |
Target Indicator(s) Baseline(s) otential Action(s)

Target 2.1. By 2029, all importarl 2.1.1: Percentage of Parties that have 2.1.1: As of 2023, 14% of reporting @1.a) Sites and areas that provide important habitats for CMS-
habitats for migratory specief fully or to a large extent identified all Parties indicated that critical habitats and ted species — and the migratory pathways that connect them
listed In CMS Appendices ar@ important habitats and sites for CMS- sites for migratory species had been fully § should be identified across their entire life cycle. Parties

identified, assessed listed species at the national level identified in their country; an additional $hould work collaboratively with relevant partners and
monitored to  ensure (Party-level, Data source: CMS 45% of reporting Parties indicated that frganizations to support their recognition as Key Biodiversity
functionality and ability to suppofll National Reports). these critical habitats and sites had been Breas (KBAs), Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAS),
migratory  species  througho identified to a large extent (Data source: @nportant Shark and Ray Areas (ISRAs) or Important Marine

their life cycles. Analysis of CMS Mational Reporis fo rile Areas (IMTAs) when the relevant qualifying criteria are
COP144; Q. XI1.1). et, or their inclusion within other regional or national site

Explanation. Using best availabl tworks, as appropriate. (Key mandates: Resolution 12.13,
science and information, actions arll 2 1.2 Percentage of CMS-isted 2.1.2: 61% of CMS-listed species are Besolution 14.7, Resolution 14.16 (Rev.COP15).)
taken to ensure thal all habitats, site® species for which at least one important trigger species for at least one Key

and ranges for migratory species arf|ll _: . B - X 1.b) Parties should establish, support and/or expand regular
; - . site has been recognized through an Biodiversity Area (Data source: State of R ) ; -
Ei:;élrl;?;ja:ssetshsgg angj:_ln;iry;t:edt existing site identification initiative the  World's Migratory  Species: onitoring of ecological networks and sites of importance for

migratory processes (Global, = Data — source(s). —Key underpinning data analysed in 2023). E?:cl:lr?é?t{ijoﬁpreg?ds'i:}gn?il;?cgtifg; ??ﬁgﬁfgﬁ.ﬂ'}ﬂe‘fhﬁﬁﬁ f0
Biodiversity Area database, IMMA, Baseline information on the numper of s Conciion in‘{egmy (Key mandates: B e A o
ISRA and IMTA databases, other IMMAS, ISRAs and IMTAs that have bev COP15 ’ ’ ’
relevant site identification initiatives).  been identified for CMS-listed species : ))
has not yet been compiled.

2.1.3: Percentage of Key Biodiversity 2.1.3: 33% of the 9,469 Key Biodiversity
Areas triggered by CMS-listed species Areas that have been triggered by one or
that have been monitored in the more  CMS-isted species  have

previous ten years (Global, Data undergone a monitoring assessment
source: Key Biodiversity  Area (Data source: State of the World's
database: other recognized site Migratory Species; underpinning data
identification schemes, where sufficient analysed in 2023).

monitoring data are available).

4 The analysis was based on based on the 55 Mational Reports that were received by 11/08/2023 (representing 41% of the 133 CMS Parfies).
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 National Reports format being revised now

« Once final formats agreed, CMS will assess
what are the fields that still need to be
measured through an additional monitoring
tool

* Activities delivered by Parties and ‘

stakeholders on flyway conservation can be
used to report against the indicators
approved in COP15
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COP15: New Global Initiative on lllegal and Unsustainable
Taking of Migratory Species

» Collaborative global effort under CMS that will bring
together governments, orgs., scientists and indigenous
peoples and local communities

e Four key areas of work:

1) improve data and monitoring

2) strengthen legal and policy frameworks
3) enhance community engagement

4) raise awareness




Despite good
mandate, migratory
birds continue to
decline
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MIGRATORY
SPECIES

Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals




COP15 CMS update of the
World “s Migratory Species Report

TATE OF THE WORLD'S
MIGRATORY SPECIES

INTERIM REPORT 2026)

NEW REPORT

49% of CMS-listed
species are in decline,
up 5% since 2024

24% of these species
face extinction, 2%
more than in 2024

26 species have moved
to higher extinction risk
categories but 7 have
improved
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one in five CMS-listed species
are threatened with extinction
globally and 44% have a
decreasing population trend

of CMS of CMS
Appendix |  Appendix Il

species are
globally threatened
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CMSHisted species

affected by : -
overexploitation gy

CMSHisted species

affected by habitat
loss, degradation
and fragmentation

global extinction
risk

is escalating for both CMS-listed
species and all migratory
species

<<

0/ average decline
0 in CMS3-listed fish
populations since 1970

58%

of monitored
sites

Al

for CMS-listed species are under
unsustainable pressure

"399

globally threatened and Near Threatened migratory species
are not yet CMS-listed

a)

Extinction risk

Each circle in the graphic above represents 1% of CMS-listed species

Critically
Endangered Endangered

Extinct

Extinct in the Wild Vulnerable

0.0 " ©.
<1% 6% 7% 11%

Near Least Data
Threatened Concern Deficient
V-10 V-1
8% 68% <1%

Population trend

b) 100% 1

75% 1

50% 1

25% 1

0% 1

State of the World's
Migratory Species

(IUCN Red List
version 2022-2)

. Unknown/not assessed:

Interim Report (2026)
(IUCN Red List
version 2025-1)

592 species (49%)
307 species (26%)
152 species (13%)

149 species (12%)
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INTERNATIONAL
Newell’s shearwater
Population size: 1990: 84,000/2016: 10-20,000
Cause of decline: invasive predators, habitat loss,
collisions, bycatch
Conservation needs: predator control,
anthropogenic light reduction

Critically Endangered species
1

State
of the

3 Kirtland’s warbler
, E IUCN red list status: near threatened,
O r S downlisted by IUCN in 1984, in USA
E federally in 2019

Population size: 1987: 167 males/
2025: 1,512 males

Cause of decline: habitat loss due to fire

L ]
Birds §
suppression, brood parasitism

[ Keys to recovery: recovery team and
action plan, habitat creation, control of
brood parasites. Decreasing in recent years
due to unexpected habitat shortage

A focus on migratory
species and their flyways

ratory birds keep receiving a lot of attention

Sociable lapwing

Population size: 1930s: >45,000/2025: ~11,200
Cause of decline: hunting, loss of habitat due to

agriculture

| Conservation needs: research and monitoring,

habitat protections, hunting enforcement

£

IUCN red list status: near threatened, downlisted
in 2000

Population size: 1990: ~24,000/2025: 100,000

Cause of decline: habitat loss due to guano
harvesting, hunting, invasive predators, bycatch
Keys to recovery: habitat protection, control of
invasive mammals

Peruvian diving petrel
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Orange-bellied parrot
Population size: ~200/2025: <100

Cause of decline: habitat loss due to fire,
agriculture, non-native species

Conservation needs: captive breeding,
habitat protection and restoration

Black-faced spoonbill /’l

IUCN red list status: vulnerable,
downlisted in 2000

Population size: 1988: 288/2025: 7,081

Cause of decline: water pollution, loss of
habitat due to agriculture and industrialization
Keys to recovery: creation of range-wide
action plan, habitat protection

Marra, P. P. et al. (2026). Status, threats and conservation of Earth’s migratory birds. Nature Reviews Biodiversity.




IKB Task Forces are
expanding
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MIKT was the first one,
but Asia has already 2 task forces

o be illegally killed in the
(1.7-4.6 million birds:

548,000 - 1.000,000
155,000/~ 524,000

207,000 - 339,000

13,306 - 54,000,
000 - 26,400

$A00= 14460
1.900 - 3,400

No consensus
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COP15 Decisions on MIKT

Decision 15.143 to Parties

Undertake national reviews of the production, sale, use and regulation of mist
nets and other nets that are used for illegally trapping wild birds

Decision 15.145 to Secretariat

¢ |In conjunction with Resolution 11.31 (Rev.COP15) lllegal and Unsustainable
Taking of Wildlife, undertake a scientific review of IKB across sub-Saharan
Africa and Central Asia

* build on the 2024-2025 BirdLife International analysis "Assessing the use and
impact of nets, including mist-nets, on wild bird populations in Asia” and expand this
work to a global level
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Other COP15 Decisions relevant to IKB

Poisoning WG is back on the agenda

* Preventing Poisoning WG and Lead Task Force received
renewed mandate. Parties are encouraged to

 Undertake national review and monitoring exercises to
encourage implementation of the phase-out of all types of
lead ammunition and lead fishing weights

« Nominate representatives to the Lead Task Force

* An analysis of the current impacts and hotspots of poisoning
of migratory wildlife

* An update of the Guidelines to Prevent the Risk of Poisoning
to Migratory Birds

 Regional workshops of interested vulture range states with
priority given to Asia in collaboration with the Raptors MOU
Coordinating Unit and WOAH
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So why are we here?

« CMS Mandate is strong
« CMS Parties and non Parties can be part of IKB TF

« Migratory birds are declining and IKB continues to be a top
threat

« Applying effective legislation does make a huge difference

« North Africa is still behind in terms of monitoring and
enforcement of effective anti IKB measures

« Sharing and learning from each other is the first step towards
success!

Workshop on National IKB Action Plans: North Africa 29 Sep - 1 Oct 2026, Tangier, Morocco 19
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GRACIAS
THANK YOU!
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