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Once upon a time:  Born and raised on a small – scaled farm in southern part of Netherlands

1992 – 1997: Landscape Ecology Wageningen University in The Netherlands

finding the balance between Agriculture and Nature Conservation

15 July 1996: While I was in Estonia for my practical term, at Eindhoven Airbase (NLD), a military 
aircraft crashed seconds after a collision with birds (starlings and lapwings).

34 people were killed, 7 survived heavily wounded

Who is Albert?



1998 – present: Aviation – Wildlife Hazard Management Policy and Oversight at Royal NLD Air Force

2004 – present: in combination with Aviation – Wildlife Hazard Managment Policy at Civil Aviation Authority NLD

2009 – present: trainer Aviation – Wildlife Hazard Management

2012 – 2018: Founder and Secretary of the World Birdstrike Association

2017 – present: member ICAO Wildlife Hazard Management Expert Group

2018 – present: Founder and Chairman of the Bird Strike Committee NL

2022 – present: Founder and Project Leader of EU project Birds Directive @ Aerodromes

finding the balance between Flight Safety and Nature Conservation

2023 – present: Founder and Chairman of the Flight Safety Task Force of the UN/AEWA/European Goose Management Program

finding the balance between Flight Safety and Nature Conservation

2025 – present: Founder and Chairman of the NATO Wildlife Hazard Management Sub Panel

finding the balance between Flight Safety and Nature Conservation

2026 – present: Member of the EASA Wildlife Hazard Management Rule Making Task Group

Who is Albert?



ICAO reported 273,343 wildlife strikes in 194 states in 2016 – 2021.

57% of the reports had information about the wildlife species. 

For the period 2016 – 2024, the number of reported wildlife strikes 
with falconiformes is 70,701.













Regulations ~ flight safety

International Civil Aviation Organisation



9.4.3 Action shall be taken to decrease the
risk to aircraft operations by adopting 
measures to minimize the likelihood of 
collisions between wildlife and aircraft.



Regulations ~ nature conservation



flight safety nature conservation

Derogation: Not possible
→ Flight safety is nr 1 priority

Derogation: yes, but!



EU BIRDS DIRECTIVE – Article 9

1. Member States may derogate from the privisions of Articles 5 to 8, where 

there is no other satisfactory solution, for the following reasons:

(a) – in the interest of public health and safety.
 
 - in the interests of air safety,

flight safety nature conservation



WHM Strategies
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Harassment techniques



Data from an anonymous aerodrome



Trap and relocate 





To find a win-win situation for both aviation and raptors (alphabetic order),   
I would like to propose to set up a Flight Safety Task Force to

→ Decrease the risk & number of aviation – raptor collisions

How?

1. Connecting aviation and raptor experts
2. Get more knowledge about grassland management strategies that are less 

attractive for rodents and raptors
3. Get more knowledge about non-lethal methods to decrease the number of 

raptors at aerodromes
4. Get more knowledge about raptor movements outside the aerodrome 

boundaries

flight safety nature conservation



Thank you 
very much 
for your 
attention!


	Dia 1
	Dia 2
	Dia 3
	Dia 4: ICAO reported 273,343 wildlife strikes in 194 states in 2016 – 2021.  57% of the reports had information about the wildlife species. 
	Dia 5
	Dia 6
	Dia 7
	Dia 8
	Dia 9
	Dia 10: Regulations ~ flight safety
	Dia 11
	Dia 12: Regulations ~ nature conservation
	Dia 13
	Dia 14
	Dia 15: WHM Strategies
	Dia 16: Ecological Carrying Capacity
	Dia 17
	Dia 18
	Dia 19
	Dia 20
	Dia 21: Harassment techniques
	Dia 22
	Dia 23: Trap and relocate 
	Dia 24
	Dia 25
	Dia 26: Thank you very much for your attention!

