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ScC-SC8 PROVISIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
 

Time Monday 15 December Tuesday 16 December Wednesday 17 December Thursday 
18 December  

08:00-09:00 Registration Registration   

09:00-10:30 

Plenary - Room AAH 
(upper floor) 

Working Groups Working Groups Plenary - Room 
AAH  

(upper floor) 
Aquatic 

(upper AAH) 
Terrestrial 

(lower AAH) 
Aquatic Terrestrial Avian 

Agenda Items 
1 (Opening) 
2.1 (Agenda) 
2.2 (Schedule) 
3 (SPMS) 
4.1 (ScC-SC members) 
4.2 (Working Groups) 
4.3 (POW) 
6.1 (SWMS next report) 
6.2 (SWMS Interim Report) 

8.1.1 (Bycatch) 
8.1.2  
(Bycatch Ch.) 
8.1.3 (FADs) 
8.1.4 (Wild Meat) 
8.2.1 (Pollution) 
8.2.2 (Noise) 
8.2.3 (DSM) 
8.3.1 (Area-based) 
8.3.2 (Vessel 
strikes) 
8.3.3 (Seamounts) 
8.4.1 (Cetaceans) 
8.4.2 (Cet. APs) 
8.5 (Turtles) 
8.6.1 (F. Fish) 
8.6.2 (Eel) 
8.6.3 (Sharks) 
8.6.4 (Tope) 
8.6.5 (Catfish) 
13.2.3 (Giant 
otter) 
13.2.12 
(Threshers) 
13.2.13 
(Smoothhound) 
13.2.14 (Scalloped 
hammerhead) 

10.1 (ACI) 
10.2 (SSMFI) 
10.3 (CAMI) 
10.4 (Jaguar) 
14.2.3 (Pallas) 
14.2.5 (Giraffe) 
14.3.5 (Giraffe) 
14.2.2 (Bat) 
14.3.2 (Bat) 
14.2.4 (Lynx) 
14.3.3 (Lynx) 
13.2.2 (Hyena) 
14.3.4 (Hyena) 
13.2.1 (Cheetah) 
13.2.4 (BD) 
14.2.1 (Chimp) 
14.3.1 (Chimp) 
 
 

14.2.6 (Arab 
humpbacks) 
14.2.7 (Sperm 
whales) 
14.3.6 (Sperm 
whales) 
14.2.8 
(Franciscana) 
14.3.7 
(Franciscana) 
14.2.10  
(Blue shark) 
14.3.15  
(Blue shark) 
14.2.11 (Guitar/ 
Wedgefish) 
14.3.8 
(Lahille’s) 
14.3.13  
(Sand tiger) 
14.3.14 
(Basking shark) 
14.3.16 (Rays) 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued) 
 

(tbc) Reports back from 
Working Groups 
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Time Monday 15 December Tuesday 16 December Wednesday 17 December Thursday 
18 December  

10:30-11:00 Coffee/Tea Break  
13.2.15 (Gt 
hammerhead) 
13.2.16 
(Angelshark) 
13.2.17 (Sorubim) 

Coffee/Tea Break Coffee/Tea Break  Coffee/Tea Break  

11:00-12:30 

Plenary Avian Aquatic Avian Terrestrial Plenary 

11.1 (Taking) 
11.2 (Connectivity) 
7 (Atlas) 
11.5 (Health) 
11.6 (Pastoralism) 
11.12 (Climate Change) 

9.1 (IKB) 
9.2 (Poisoning) 
9.3.1 (Flyways) 
9.3.2 (Flyways ToR) 
9.3.3 (Flyways PoW) 
9.3.4 (Seabirds) 
9.4.1 (APs) 
9.4.2 (Bustard MsAP) 
9.4.3 (Steppe E) 
9.5 (AEMLAP) 
9.6 (Afri-Eur Vultures)  
9.7 (Saker F) 
9.8 (IRA)  
13.2.5 (Gadfly)  
13.2.6 (FleshS) 
13.2.7 (H whimbrel) 
13.2.8 (H godwit) 
13.2.9 (L yellowlegs)  
13.2.10 (S owl) 
13.2.11 (I seedeater)  
14.2.9 (A albatros) 
14.3.9 (CA A 
albatros) 
14.3.10 (FleshF) 
14.3.11 (P pelican) 
14.3.12 (M plover) 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued 
 

Continued 
 

(tbc) Continued 

12:30-14:30 Lunch Break Lunch Break  Lunch Break 

14:30-16:00 

Plenary Plenary Plenary 

11.14 (Knowledge Systems) 
13.1 (Guidelines Proposals) 
14.1 (Concerted Actions) 
11.10 (Infrastructure) 
11.11 (Energy) 
12.1 (Aggregated Families) 
12.2 (Lists) 

11.3 (Transfrontier) 
11.4 (Communities) 
11.9 (CEAs) 
11.13 (Culture) 
13.2 (Amendments of Appendices) 
14.2 (Progress on Concerted Actions) 
14.3 (Proposals for Concerted Actions) 

Continued 
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Time Monday 15 December Tuesday 16 December Wednesday 17 December Thursday 
18 December  

16:00-16:30 Coffee/Tea Break  Coffee/Tea Break Coffee/Tea Break Coffee/Tea Break 

 Plenary Aquatic Avian Plenary Plenary 

16:30-18:00 

12.3 (Taxonomy) 
12.4 (Species Meeting 
Criteria) 
12.5 (Harmonization) 
5.1 (IPBES) 
11.7 (Light Pollution) 
11.8 (Insects) 

Continued 
 

Continued 
 

Continued Continued 
Closing Agenda 
Items 
15 (Date & Venue for 
ScC-SC9) 
16 (AOB) 
17 (Closure) 
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MONDAY 15 DECEMBER 
 

Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

09:00-18:00 

(Plenary) 
 

09:00-10:30 

1. Opening of the Meeting No Document The chair of the Scientific Council (ScC) and the Executive Secretary will 
welcome participants and make introductory remarks.   

2. Adoption of the Agenda and Meeting Schedule  

2.1 Provisional Agenda and 
Documents 

UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC8/Doc.2.1 The meeting will be invited to review the provisional and annotated 
agendas (incl. schedule) and to make any proposals for amendment prior 
to their adoption. 
 
Expected outcome: Agenda and schedule adopted. 

2.2 Provisional Annotated 
Agenda and Meeting Schedule 

UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC8/Doc.2.2 

3. Samarkand Strategic Plan for 
Migratory Species 2024-2032 

UNEP/CMS/ COP15/Doc.15 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Resolution 14.1 and Decisions 14.1–14.4 
Samarkand Strategic Plan for Migratory Species. It proposes draft 
amendments to Resolution 14.1, the deletion of Decisions 14.1–14.4 and 
the adoption of new Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.15. 

4.1 Sessional Committee 
Members 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.16.1 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decision 14.5 and provides information for Parties 
on the appointment of the Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the ScC and 
its Sessional Committee. The Sessional Committee will be invited to make 
recommendations to COP14 regarding the candidates for the position of 
the COP-appointed Councillor for Wildlife Health. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC to make recommendation to COP15 on the 
selection of the candidates for the vacant position of the COP-appointed 
Councillor for Wildlife Health and on the composition of the Sessional 
Committee of the ScC, and to revise COP15/Doc.16.1 if necessary.    

https://www.cms.int/document/21-provisional-agenda-and-documents
https://www.cms.int/document/provisional-annotated-agenda-and-meeting-schedule-65
https://www.cms.int/document/3-samarkand-strategic-plan-migratory-species-2024-2032
https://www.cms.int/document/41-sessional-committee-members
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Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

4.2 Overview of the Working 
Groups and Task Forces 
established under the 
Scientific Council and its 
Sessional Committee 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.16.2 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. In line with Resolution 
12.4 (Rev.COP14), paragraph 12, the document provides an overview of 
all CMS working groups and task forces under the ScC and its Sessional 
Committee that are currently in effect.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.16.2. 

4.3 Implementation of the 
Programme of Work for the 
Sessional Committee of the 
Scientific Council for the 
Intersessional Period between 
COP14 and COP15 

UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC8/Doc.4.3 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document is 
provided to assist the Sessional Committee in reviewing progress in the 
implementation of the Programme of Work for the Sessional Committee 
of the ScC for the intersessional period between COP14 and COP15. 
 
Expected outcome: Document updated during the meeting as 
appropriate. 

6.1 Development of the next 
Report on State of the World's 
Migratory Species 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.20.1 The COP-appointed Councillor for Aquatic Mammals will introduce the 
agenda item. The document reports on implementation of Decisions 
14.23-14.24 Conservation Status of Migratory Species and proposes 
new draft Decisions for adoption. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.20.1 and revise it if necessary. 

6.2 State of the World's 
Migratory Species - Interim 
Report (2026) 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.20.2 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item and UNEP-WCMC will 
present the report State of the World’s Migratory Species: Interim Report 
(2026), developed in implementation of Decision 14.24 d).  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.20.2. 

  

10:30-11:00 Coffee/Tea Break 

 

 

 

https://www.cms.int/document/42-overview-working-groups-and-task-forces-established-under-scientific-council-and-its
https://www.cms.int/document/43-implementation-programme-work-sessional-committee-scientific-council-intersessional
https://www.cms.int/document/61-development-next-report-state-worlds-migratory-species
https://www.cms.int/document/62-state-worlds-migratory-species-interim-report-2026
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Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

11:00-12:30 

 

11.1 Illegal and Unsustainable 
Taking of Migratory Species 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.1 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.1a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.1b 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decisions 14.182-14.185 Illegal and 
Unsustainable Taking of Wildlife. It proposes the adoption of new draft 
Decisions and amendments to Resolution 11.31(Rev.COP14).  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.28.1. 

11.2 Ecological Connectivity UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.2 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.2a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.2b 

The COP-appointed Councillor for Ecological Connectivity will introduce 
the agenda item. The document reports on progress to implement 
Resolution 14.16 and Decisions 14.195–14.196 on Ecological 
Connectivity. It proposes amendments to Resolution 14.16 (Rev.COP15), 
the deletion of Decisions 14.194–14.196 and the adoption of new draft 
Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.2 and revise it if necessary. 

7. Atlas on Animal Migration UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.21 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decisions 14.17–14.19 Atlas on Animal Migration 
and Decision 14.196 (a) Ecological Connectivity. The document proposes 
new draft Decisions and the deletion of Decisions 14.17–14.19 and 
14.196 (a).  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.21. 

11.5 Wildlife Health UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.5 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.5a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.5b 

The COP-Appointed Councillor for Wildlife Health will introduce the 
agenda item. The document reports on implementation of Decisions 
14.218-14.220 Wildlife Health. It proposes amendments to Resolution 
12.6 (Rev.COP14) Wildlife health and migratory species, the deletion of 
Decisions 14.218–14.220 and the adoption of new Decisions. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.5 and revise it if necessary. 

https://www.cms.int/document/111-illegal-and-unsustainable-taking-migratory-species
https://www.cms.int/document/illegal-and-unsustainable-taking-migratory-species-scoping-analysis
https://www.cms.int/document/impacts-take-and-trade-migratory-birds-consumption-africa-eurasia
https://www.cms.int/document/112-ecological-connectivity
https://www.cms.int/document/analysis-cms-survey-ecological-connectivity
https://www.cms.int/document/global-partnership-ecological-connectivity-partnership-concept-note
https://www.cms.int/document/7-atlas-animal-migration
https://www.cms.int/document/115-wildlife-health
https://www.cms.int/document/one-health-case-studies-resource-parties-convention-migratory-species-0
https://www.cms.int/document/one-health-case-studies-resource-parties-convention-migratory-species-0
https://www.cms.int/document/examining-resolutions-and-articles-convention-conservation-migratory-species-cms-find
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Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

11.6 Pastoralism UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.6 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decisions 14.179-14.181 on Pastoralism and 
Migratory Species. The document proposes the deletion of Decisions 
14.179–14.181 and the adoption of new draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.6 and revise it if necessary. 

11.12 Climate Change UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.12
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.12a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.12b 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.12c 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.12d 

The COP-Appointed Councillor for Climate Change will introduce the 
agenda item. The document reports on progress to implement Resolution 
12.21(Rev.COP14) and Decisions 14.211–14.215. It proposes an 
amendment to Annex 2 Decision Framework of Resolution 
12.21(Rev.COP14) as well as the deletion of Decisions 14.211-14.215 
and the adoption of new draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.12 and revise it if necessary. 

  

12:30-14:30 Lunch Break 

  

 

11.14 Multiple Systems of 
Knowledge 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.4 SPREP (tbc.) will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
implementation of Decision 14.9 Participation of Non-Governmental 
Organizations and Other Groups in CMS Processes. It proposes the 
deletion of Decision 14.9. and the adoption of new Decisions. The 
document was prepared by the Scientific Council through its Working 
Group on Multiple Systems of Knowledge, including Traditional and 
Indigenous Knowledge. The Working Group also proposed amendments 
to Resolution 13.7 Guidelines for Preparing and Assessing Proposals for 
the Amendment of CMS Appendices, and Resolution 12.28 (Rev.COP14) 
Concerted Actions. These proposals are presented in documents 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.1 and UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.1, 
respectively, which therefore need to be read in conjunction with this 
document. 

https://www.cms.int/document/116-pastoralism
https://www.cms.int/document/1112-climate-change
https://www.cms.int/document/1112-climate-change
https://www.cms.int/document/report-expert-workshop-migratory-species-and-climate-change
https://www.cms.int/document/report-climate-change-vulnerability-assessment-methodologies
https://www.cms.int/document/case-studies-ecosystem-services-migratory-species-support-related-climate-change
https://www.cms.int/document/report-interpretation-term-barrier-context-migratory-species-conservation
https://www.cms.int/document/114-communities-and-livelihood
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Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.4 and revise it if necessary. 

13.1 Guidelines for preparing 
and assessing Proposals for 
the Amendment of CMS 
Appendices 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.1 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document proposes 
amendments to Resolution 13.7 Guidelines for Preparing and Assessing 
Proposals for the Amendment of CMS Appendices, as part of the work of 
the ScC to implement Decision 14.9 through its Working Group on 
Multiple Systems of Knowledge.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.30.1 and revise it if necessary. 
 

14.1 Concerted Actions UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.1 The Secretariat will introduce the document. The document proposes 
amendments to Resolution 12.28 (Rev.COP14) Concerted Actions, as 
part of the work of the ScC to implement Decision 14.9 through its Working 
Group on Multiple Systems of Knowledge.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.31.1 and revise it if necessary. 

11.10 Infrastructure and 
Migratory Species 

UNEP/CMS/COP15.Doc.28.10 The Secretariat will introduce the document. The document reports on 
progress to implement Resolution 07.02 (Rev.COP14) Impact 
Assessment and Migratory Species and Decisions 14.201–14.203. It 
proposes amendments to Resolution 07.02 (Rev.COP14), the adoption of 
new draft Decisions and the deletion of Decisions 14.201—14.203. The 
document should be read in conjunction with 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.9 Cumulative Effects Assessments, which 
provides the background for additional proposed amendments to 
Resolution 07.02 (Rev.COP14).  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.10 and revise it if necessary. 
 

https://www.cms.int/document/131-guidelines-preparing-and-assessing-proposals-amendment-cms-appendices
https://www.cms.int/document/141-concerted-actions
https://www.cms.int/document/1110-infrastructure
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Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

11.11 Renewable Energy UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.11 The Secretariat will introduce the document. The document reports on 
progress in implementing Resolution 10.11 (Rev.COP13) Power Lines 
and Migratory Birds, Resolution 11.27 (Rev.COP13) Renewable Energy 
and Migratory Species and Decisions 14.207-14.210. It proposes draft 
amendments to Resolution 11.27 (Rev.COP13), the adoption of new 
Decisions and the deletion of Decisions 14.207–14.210.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.28.11. 
 

12.1 Treatment of Species 
included within Aggregated 
Families listed on Appendix II 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.29.1 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decision 14.233 Guidance on the Creation of an 
Advisory List of Species Aggregated in Families and Genera Listed Under 
Appendix II. It contains a proposal for amendment of Resolution 14.19 
Guidance on the Treatment of Species included within aggregated 
Families listed under Appendix II and a new draft Decision. It also 
proposes deletion of Decisions 14.232-14.234.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.29.1 and revise it if necessary. 
 

12.2 Maintaining Lists of 
Species included in CMS 
Appendices 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.29.2 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.29.2a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.29.2b 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.29.2c 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document  
is presented by the Secretariat in support of implementation of Article VI, 
paragraph 1 of the Convention and proposes adoption of draft Decisions. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to document 
COP15/Doc.29.2. 
 

  

16:00-16:30 Coffee/Tea Break 

  

https://www.cms.int/document/1111-renewable-energy
https://www.cms.int/document/121-treatment-species-included-within-aggregated-families-listed-appendix-ii
https://www.cms.int/document/122-maintaining-lists-species-included-cms-appendices
https://www.cms.int/document/maintaining-list-species-non-avian-listed-cms-appendices
https://www.cms.int/document/maintaining-list-species-avian-listed-cms-appendices
https://www.cms.int/document/improving-search-options-and-developing-library-specific-species-related-information
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Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

 

12.3 Taxonomy and 
Nomenclature Updates 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.29.3 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.29.3 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document proposes 
changes to taxonomy and nomenclature of species listed in Appendix I 
and II, in line with Resolution 12.27 Taxonomy and Nomenclature. It also 
proposes amendments to Resolution 12.27 and a draft Decision 15.AA. 
The document may be referred to the taxa working groups.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to document 
COP15/Doc.29.3. 
 

12.4 Species that meet the 
Criteria for Listing on CMS 
Appendices 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.29.4 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decisions 14.236 Potential Avian Taxa for Listing. 
It proposes amendments to Resolution 14.20 Potential Avian Taxa for 
Listing, the deletion of Decisions 14.235-14.236 and the adoption of a new 
draft Decision. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.29.4 and revise it if necessary. 

12.5 Towards Harmonization 
of Taxonomy and 
Nomenclature 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.29.5 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decision 14.231 Taxonomy and Nomenclature. It 
proposes a new draft Decision for adoption and the deletion of Decision 
14.231. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.29.5 and revise it if necessary. 

5.1 Cooperation with 

Intergovernmental Science-

Policy Platform on Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Services 

(IPBES) 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.18.2 

 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decisions 14.12 14.14 Cooperation between the 
Intergovernmental Science–Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) and CMS. The document proposes new 
draft Decisions and the deletion of Decisions 14.11–14.14. 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.18.2. 
 

https://www.cms.int/document/123-taxonomy-and-nomenclature-updates
https://www.cms.int/document/excerpt-standard-references-fishes
https://www.cms.int/document/124-species-meet-criteria-listing-cms-appendices
https://www.cms.int/document/125-towards-harmonization-taxonomy-and-nomenclature
https://www.cms.int/document/51-cooperation-intergovernmental-science-policy-platform-biodiversity-and-ecosystem
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Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

11.7 Light Pollution UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.7 

 

Australia will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decisions 14.221 and 14.222 CMS International 
Light Pollution Guidelines for Migratory Species and proposes deletion of 
these Decisions. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.7 and revise it if necessary 

11.8 Insect Decline UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.8 Germany will introduce the agenda item. The document reports on 
progress to implement Decisions 14.216 14.217 Insect Decline and its 
Threat to Migratory Insectivorous Animal Populations. It proposes 
amendments to Resolution 13.6 Insect decline and its threat to migratory 
insectivorous animal populations, and the deletion of Decisions 14.216–
14.217. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.28.8 and revise it if necessary. 

 
  

https://www.cms.int/document/117-light-pollution
https://www.cms.int/document/118-insect-decline
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TUESDAY 16 DECEMBER 
 

Time Agenda Item Relevant Documents Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

09:00-18:00 Meeting of the Taxonomic Working Groups 

  

09:00-18:00 

Aquatic Species Working Group 

8.1 Fisheries-induced Threats and Direct Take 

8.1.1 Bycatch and Other 
Fisheries-induced Mortality 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.1.1 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.1.1 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.1.1b 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes the adoption of new draft Decisions and amendments to 
Resolution 12.22 Bycatch.  

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.1.1. 

8.1.2 Bycatch of 
Chondrichthyan Species 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.1.2 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.1.2 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes the deletion of the Decisions 14.117 and 14.118 
Chondrichthyan Species (Sharks, Rays, Skates and Chimaeras). 

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.1.2. 

8.1.3 Fish Aggregating 
Devices   

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.1.3 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.1.3 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes the adoption of new draft Decisions.  

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.1.3. 

8.1.4 Aquatic Wild Meat UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.1.4 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.1.4a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.1.4b 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes draft Decisions for adoption.  

 

Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.25.1.4 and revise it if necessary. 
 

https://www.cms.int/document/811-bycatch-and-other-fisheries-induced-mortality
https://www.cms.int/document/review-technical-and-operational-measures-mitigate-bycatch-marine-turtles-commercial
https://www.cms.int/document/conservation-impacts-gobal-trade-fish-maw-migratory-species
https://www.cms.int/document/812-bycatch-chondrichthyan-species
https://www.cms.int/document/examples-domestic-legislation-chondrichthyan-species-addressing-bycatch
https://www.cms.int/document/813-fish-aggregating-devices
https://www.cms.int/document/responses-decision-1451-deep-seabed-mineral-exploitation-activities-and-migratory-species-0
https://www.cms.int/document/814-aquatic-wild-meat
https://www.cms.int/document/global-review-direct-take-seabirds
https://www.cms.int/document/summary-and-analysis-implementation-reports-action-plan-address-aquatic-wild-meat-harvests
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8.2 Marine Pollution and Other Threats 

8.2.1 Marine Pollution UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.2.1 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.2.1 

 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes draft Decisions for adoption and a new Resolution on 
Marine Pollution.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.25.2.1 and revise it if necessary. 
 

8.2.2 Underwater Noise UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.2.2 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.2.2 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes draft Decisions for adoption.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.25.2.2 and revise it if necessary. 

8.2.3 Deep-Sea Mining UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.2.3 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.2.3 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
presents a report, Impacts of Deep-sea Mining on Migratory 
Species: Review and Knowledge Gaps, and proposes draft 
Decisions for adoption.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.2.3. 

8.3 Marine Area-based Conservation Management 

8.3.1 Priorities for Area-
based Conservation of 
Marine Migratory Species 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.3.1 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.3.1a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.3.1b 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.3.1c 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes new draft Decisions, a draft Resolution on Important 
Marine Turtle Areas (IMTAs) and a draft Resolution on Priorities 
for Area-based Conservation of Marine Migratory Species.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.3.1. 

8.3.2 Vessel Strikes UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.3.2 

 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes new draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.3.2. 

https://www.cms.int/document/821-marine-pollution
https://www.cms.int/document/report-cms-marine-pollution-workshop-0
https://www.cms.int/document/822-underwater-noise
https://www.cms.int/document/noise-impacts-and-noise-mitigation-measures-cms-listed-freshwater-mammal-species
https://www.cms.int/document/823-deep-sea-mining
https://www.cms.int/document/responses-decision-1451-deep-seabed-mineral-exploitation-activities-and-migratory-species-0
https://www.cms.int/document/831-priorities-area-based-conservation-marine-migratory-species
https://www.cms.int/document/3rd-information-note-activities-related-identification-important-marine-mammal-areas-immas
https://www.cms.int/document/ocean-travellers-safeguarding-critical-habitats-migratory-sharks-and-rays
https://www.cms.int/document/important-marine-turtle-areas-guidelines
https://www.cms.int/document/832-vessel-strikes
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8.3.3 Conserving 

Seamount Ecosystems 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.3.3 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.3.3 

Monaco/Panama will introduce the agenda item. The document 
highlights the unique significance of seamount ecosystems as 
ecological oases for migratory species. The document proposes a 
draft Resolution and draft Decisions. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.3.3. 

8.4 Marine Mammals 

8.4.1 Conservation 
Priorities for Cetaceans 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.4.1 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.4.1a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.4.1b 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.4.1c 

 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
contains draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.25.4.1 and revise it if necessary. 

8.4.2 Cetacean Action 
Plans 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.4.2 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.4.2a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.4.2b 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
contains a proposal for endorsement of a Conservation 
Management Plan for the Arabian Sea Humpback whale and draft 
Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.25.4.2 and revise it if necessary. 

8.5 Marine Turtles UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.5 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.5a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.5b 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes the adoption of draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.5. 

8.6 Fish 

8.6.1 Freshwater Fish UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.6.1 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.1 

The COP-appointed Councillor for Fish (Freshwater) will introduce 
the agenda item. The document proposes draft Decisions for 
adoption and amendments to Resolution 10.12 Migratory 
Freshwater Fish.  

https://www.cms.int/document/833-conserving-seamount-ecosystems
https://www.cms.int/document/inf-conserving-seamount-ecosystems
https://www.cms.int/document/841-conservation-priorities-cetaceans
https://www.cms.int/document/quantification-contemporary-whaling-and-aquatic-wild-meat-takes-all-cms-appendix-i-listed
https://www.cms.int/document/report-impacts-climate-change-cetacean-welfare-and-conservation
https://www.cms.int/document/out-habitat-marine-mammals-identification-causes-and-management-recommendations-0
https://www.cms.int/document/842-cetacean-action-plans
https://www.cms.int/document/analysis-implementation-reports-action-plan-protection-and-conservation-south-atlantic
https://www.cms.int/document/analysis-implementation-reports-single-species-action-plan-atlantic-humpback-dolphin
https://www.cms.int/document/85-marine-turtles
https://www.cms.int/document/beach-management-and-hatchery-practices-0
https://www.cms.int/document/analysis-implementation-reports-single-species-action-plan-hawksbill-turtle
https://www.cms.int/document/861-freshwater-fish
https://www.cms.int/document/assessment-potential-candidate-freshwater-fish-species-amazon-basin-listing-convention
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Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.25.6.1 and revise it if necessary. 

8.6.2 European Eel UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.6.2 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes draft Decisions for adoption, a draft Resolution and draft 
Single Species Action Plan for the European eel.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.6.2. 
 

8.6.3 Sharks and Rays UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.6.3 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3a 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3b 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3c 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3d 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3e 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3f 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3g 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.25.6.3h 

 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
contains new draft Decisions for adoption.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.6.3. 

8.6.4 Single Species Action 
Plan for the Northeast 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 
Sub-Population of the Tope 
Shark (Galeorhinus galeus) 

 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.6.4 The European Union will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes draft Decisions for adoption, a draft Resolution and draft 
Single Species Action Plan. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.6.4. 
 

https://www.cms.int/document/862-european-eel
https://www.cms.int/document/863-sharks-and-rays
https://www.cms.int/document/angelshark-meeting-report
https://www.cms.int/document/list-working-group-members
https://www.cms.int/document/annex-iv-single-species-action-plan-angelshark-mediterranean-sea
https://www.cms.int/document/annex-iii-single-species-action-plan-angelshark-mediterranean-sea
https://www.cms.int/document/analysis-implementation-reports-single-species-action-plan-angelshark-mediterranean-sea
https://www.cms.int/document/advice-spatial-management-angelsharks-mediterranean
https://www.cms.int/document/implementation-cms-appendix-i-listing-oceanic-whitetip-shark-reports-parties
https://www.cms.int/document/implementation-cms-appendix-i-listing-oceanic-whitetip-shark-assessment-additional-data
https://www.cms.int/document/864-single-species-action-plan-northeast-atlantic-and-mediterranean-sub-population-tope
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8.6.5 Multi-species Action 
Plan for Amazonian 
Migratory Catfish 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.25.6.5 Brazil will introduce the agenda item. The document proposes draft 
Decisions for adoption, a draft Resolution and draft Multi-species 
Action Plan. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.25.6.5. 
 

 

13.2 Proposals to COP15 for Amendment of Appendices I and II of the Convention 

13.2.3 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Giant otter 
(Pteronura brasiliensis) on 
Appendix I and II of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.3 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
France has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the giant 
otter (Pteronura brasiliensis) on Appendices I and II of CMS. 

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.13.2.3 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.12 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Pelagic 
thresher (Alopias 
pelagicus), the Bigeye 
thresher (Alopias 
superciliosus), and the 
Common thresher (Alopias 
vulpinus) on Appendix I of 
the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.12 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Panama has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the three 
species of thresher shark [pelagic thresher shark, bigeye thresher 
shark, and common thresher shark (Alopias pelagicus, Alopias 
superciliosus, Alopias vulpinus)] on Appendix I of CMS. 

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.12 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.13 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Patagonian 
narrownose smoothhound 
(Mustelus schmitti) on 
Appendix II of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.13 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Brazil has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the 
Patagonian Narrownose Smoothhound (Mustelus schmitti) on 
Appendix II of CMS.  
 

https://www.cms.int/document/865-multi-species-action-plan-amazonian-migratory-catfish
https://www.cms.int/document/1323-proposal-inclusion-giant-otter-pteronura-brasiliensis-appendix-i-and-ii-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/13212-proposal-inclusion-pelagic-thresher-alopias-pelagicus-bigeye-thresher-alopias
https://www.cms.int/document/13213-proposal-inclusion-patagonian-narrownose-smoothhound-mustelus-schmitti-appendix-ii
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Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.13 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.14 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Scalloped 
hammerhead shark 
(Sphyrna lewini) on 
Appendix I of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.14 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Ecuador has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the 
scalloped hammerhead shark (Sphyrna lewini) on Appendix I of 
CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.14 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.15 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Great 
hammerhead shark 
(Sphyrna mokarran) on 
Appendix I of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.15 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Ecuador has submitted the proposal for inclusion of the great 
(Sphyrna mokarran) on Appendix I of CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.15 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.16 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Angular 
angelshark (Squatina 
guggenheim) on Appendix II 
of the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.16 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Brazil has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the angular 
angel shark (Squatina guggenheim) on Appendix II of CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.16 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.17 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Spotted 
sorubim (Pseudoplatystoma 
corruscans) on Appendix II 
of the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.17 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Brazil has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the spotted 
sorubim (pintado/surubim) (Pseudoplatystoma corruscans) on 
Appendix II of CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.17 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

https://www.cms.int/document/13214-proposal-inclusion-scalloped-hammerhead-shark-sphyrna-lewini-appendix-i-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/13215-proposal-inclusion-great-hammerhead-shark-sphyrna-mokarran-appendix-i-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/13216-proposal-inclusion-angular-angelshark-squatina-guggenheim-appendix-ii-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/13217-proposal-inclusion-spotted-sorubim-pseudoplatystoma-corruscans-appendix-ii
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09:00-10:30 

Terrestrial Species Working Group 

10.1 Joint CITES-CMS 
African Carnivores Initiative 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.27.1 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 13.4 Joint CITES–
CMS African Carnivores Initiative (ACI) and Decisions 14.161–
14.166. It proposes the adoption of new Decisions and the deletion 
of Decisions 14.161–14.166. Range States are encouraged to 
reassess the ACI’s functionality at the next meeting to ensure it is 
Range State-driven and capable of enhancing conservation impact 
and resource efficiency through strengthened international 
cooperation.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.27.1. 
 

10.2 Sahelo Saharan 
Megafauna 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.27.2 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.27.2 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on the progress to implement Resolution 9.21 
(Rev.COP14) Sahelo-Saharan Megafauna Initiative. It proposes 
the adoption of a new Decision to support the implementation of 
the Resolution.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.27.2. 
 

10.3 Central Asian Mammals 
Initiative 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.27.3 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
reports on progress to implement Decisions 14.167-14.170 and 
Resolution 11.24 (Rev.COP13) Central Asian Mammals Initiative. 
It proposes amendments to Resolution 11.24 (Rev. COP13) as 
well as draft Decisions for adoption.  
 

https://www.cms.int/document/101-joint-cites-cms-african-carnivores-initiative
https://www.cms.int/document/102-sahelo-saharan-megafauna
https://www.cms.int/document/sahelo-saharan-megafauna-initiative-funding-mechanism-concept-and-strategy
https://www.cms.int/document/103-central-asian-mammals-initiative
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Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.27.3. 
 
 

10.4 Jaguar UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.27.4 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 14.14 CMS Jaguar 
Initiative and Decisions 14.173–14.178. It proposes the 
amendment of Resolution 14.14, the adoption of new draft 
Decisions and the deletion of Decisions 14.173–14.178.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.27.4. 

14.2.3 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Pallas’s cat (Felis manul) 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.3 IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group will introduce the agenda item. 
The Pallas’s cat International Conservation Alliance (PICA), Manul 
Working Group (MWG) and IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group have 
submitted the report on the implementation of the Concerted Action 
for the Pallas’s cat (Felis manul), UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 
14.3, adopted by the Conference of Parties at its 14th Meeting 
(COP14) in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, February 2024. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.3. 

14.2.5 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Giraffe (Giraffa 
camelopardalis) 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.5 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Giraffe 
Conservation Foundation has submitted the report on the 
implementation of the Concerted Action for the Giraffe (Giraffa 
camelopardalis), UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 13.3 
(Rev.COP14). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.5. 

14.3.5 Proposal for 
Concerted Action for the 
Masai giraffe (Giraffa 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.5 Ethiopia  will introduce the agenda item. A report on 
implementation was submitted to COP15, proposing to extend and 
update the Concerted Action in line with the introduced updated 

https://www.cms.int/document/104-jaguar-0
https://www.cms.int/document/1423-report-implementation-concerted-action-pallass-cat-felis-manul
https://www.cms.int/document/1425-report-implementation-concerted-action-giraffe-giraffa-camelopardalis
https://www.cms.int/document/1435-proposal-concerted-action-masai-giraffe-giraffa-tippelskirchi-northern-giraffe
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tippelskirchi), Northern 
giraffe (Giraffa 
camelopardalis), 
Reticulated giraffe (Giraffa 
reticulata) and Southern 
giraffe (Giraffa giraffa) 

giraffe taxonomy, which recognizes four distinct species and seven 
subspecies. Ethiopia has submitted the proposal for a continuation 
of the Concerted Action, now addressing the Masai giraffe (Giraffa 
tippelskirchi), Northern giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis), 
Reticulated giraffe (Giraffa reticulata) and Southern giraffe (Giraffa 
giraffa) in accordance with the process elaborated in Resolution 
12.28 (Rev. COP14). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.5 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

14.2.2 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Straw-colored fruit bat 
(Eidolon helvum)  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.2 
 
 

Uganda will introduce the agenda item. The Bat Conservation 
International and Max Planck Institute of Animal Behavior have 
submitted the report on the implementation of the Concerted Action 
for the Straw-colored Fruit Bat (Eidolon helvum), 
UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 14.2. 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.2. 

14.3.2 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Strawcolored fruit bat 
(Eidolon helvum) 
 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.2 Uganda will introduce the agenda item. The Max Planck Institute 
of Animal Behavior (MPI-AB), Germany, and Bat Conservation 
International, USA, have submitted the proposal for a continuation 
of the Concerted Action for the straw-colored fruit bat (Eidolon 
helvum) in accordance with the process elaborated in Resolution 
12.28 (Rev.COP13). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.2. 

https://www.cms.int/document/1422-report-implementation-concerted-action-straw-colored-fruit-bat-eidolon-helvum
https://www.cms.int/document/1432-proposal-concerted-action-strawcolored-fruit-bat-eidolon-helvum
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14.2.4 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx)  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.4 
 

 IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group will introduce the agenda item. 
The IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group and the Secretariat of the 
Carpathian Convention have submitted the report on the 
implementation of the Concerted Action for the Eurasian Lynx 
(Lynx lynx), UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 14.4, adopted by the 
Conference of the Parties at its 14th Meeting (February 2024). 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.4. 

14.3.3 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx)  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.3 
 

IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group will introduce the agenda item. 
The United Nations Environment Programme/Secretariat of the 
Carpathian Convention and IUCN Cat Specialist Group have 
submitted the proposal for continuation of the Concerted Actions 
for the Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx) in accordance with the process 
elaborated in Resolution 12.28 (Rev.COP14). 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.3 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.2 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Striped 
hyena (Hyaena hyaena) on 
Appendix I and II of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.2 

 

The regional representative of Asia (tbc) will introduce the agenda 
item. The Governments of the Republic of Tajikistan and the 
Republic of Uzbekistan have jointly submitted the proposal for the 
inclusion of the striped hyena (Hyaena hyaena) on Appendix I and 
II of CMS. 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.2 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

14.3.4 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Striped hyena (Hyaena 
hyaena) proposed for listing 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.4 
 

The regional representative of Asia (tbc) will introduce the agenda 
item. The Governments of the Republic of Tajikistan and the 
Republic of Uzbekistan have jointly submitted the proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the striped hyena (Hyaena hyaena) in 

https://www.cms.int/document/1424-report-implementation-concerted-action-eurasian-lynx-lynx-lynx
https://www.cms.int/document/1433-proposal-concerted-action-eurasian-lynx-lynx-lynx
https://www.cms.int/document/1322-proposal-inclusion-striped-hyena-hyaena-hyaena-appendix-i-and-ii-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/1434-proposal-concerted-action-striped-hyena-hyaena-hyaena-proposed-listing-appendix-i-and
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on Appendix I and II of the 
Convention   

accordance with the process elaborated in Resolution 12.28 (Rev. 
COP14). 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.4 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.1 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Cheetah 
(Acinonyx jubatus) 
populations of Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and Namibia on 
Appendix I and II of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.1 

 

Zimbabwe will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Zimbabwe has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the 
Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) populations of Zimbabwe, Botswana 
and Namibia in Appendix I and II of CMS. 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.1 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 
 

13.2.4 Proposal for the 
removal of the Bukhara 
deer (Cervus elaphus 
yarkandensis) from 
Appendix I of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.4 

 

The regional representative of Asia (tbc) will introduce the agenda 
item. The Government of Uzbekistan has submitted the proposal 
for the removal of the Bukhara deer (Cervus elaphus 
yarkandensis) from Appendix I of CMS. 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.4 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

14.2.1 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for 
Chimpanzee (Pan 
troglodytes) behavioural 
diversity and cultures  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.1 

 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The IUCN SSC 
PSG SGA Working Group on Chimpanzee Cultures (WGCC) has 
submitted the report on the implementation of the Concerted Action 
for Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) Behavioural Diversity and 
Cultures, UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 14.1. 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.1. 
 

https://www.cms.int/document/1321-proposal-inclusion-populations-cheetah-acinonyx-jubatus-zimbabwe-botswana-and-namibia
https://www.cms.int/document/1324-proposal-removal-bukhara-deer-cervus-elaphus-yarkandensis-appendix-i-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/1421-report-implementation-concerted-action-chimpanzee-pan-troglodytes-behavioural
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14.3.1 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for 
Chimpanzee (Pan 
troglodytes) behavioural 
diversity and cultures 
already listed on Appendix I 
and II of the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.1 
 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The CMS Expert 
Working Group on Animal Culture and Social Complexity and the 
IUCN SSC PSG SGA Working Group on Chimpanzee Cultures 
have submitted the proposal for a continuation of the Concerted 
Action for Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) Behavioural Diversity 
and Cultures in accordance with the process elaborated in 
Resolution 12.28 (Rev. COP14). 
  
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.1 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 
 

 
 

10:30-11:00 Coffee/Tea Break 

 
 

11:00-18:00 

Avian Species Working Group 

9.1 The Prevention of Illegal 
Killing, Taking and Trade of 
Migratory Birds 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.1 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.1a 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.1b 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP14) 
The Prevention of Illegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory 
Birds (IKB), Decisions 14.119–14.124 Task Force on Illegal Killing, 
Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds in the Mediterranean (MIKT), 
Decision 14.125 Asia Pacific Illegal Taking of Migratory Birds 
Intergovernmental Task Force and Decisions 14.126–14.129 
South-West Asia Illegal Taking of Migratory Birds 
Intergovernmental Task Force. The document proposes draft 
amendments to Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP14), the adoption of 
new Decisions and the deletion of Decisions 14.119–14.129.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.1. 

https://www.cms.int/document/1431-proposal-concerted-action-chimpanzee-pan-troglodytes-behavioural-diversity-and
https://www.cms.int/document/91-prevention-illegal-killing-taking-and-trade-migratory-birds
https://www.cms.int/document/assessment-3rd-national-scoreboard-2023-reporting-contracting-parties-bern-convention-and
https://www.cms.int/document/assessing-use-and-impact-nets-wild-bird-populations-asia-and-mediterranean-0
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9.2 Preventing Poisoning of 
Migratory Birds 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.2 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 11.15 (Rev.COP14) 
and related Decisions 14.134–14.136 Preventing Poisoning of 
Migratory Birds. It proposes draft amendments to Resolution 11.15 
(Rev.COP14), and the deletion of Decisions 14.134–14.136 and 
adoption of new Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.2.  

9.3 Flyways   

9.3.1 Flyways UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.3.1 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress in implementing Resolution 12.11 
(Rev.COP14) Flyways, Resolution 14.13 Initiative for Central 
Asian Flyway, Resolution 12.25 Promoting Conservation of Critical 
Intertidal and other Coastal Habitats for Migratory Species, and 
Decisions 14.137–14.142 Flyways. It proposes amendments to 
Resolution 12.11 (Rev.COP14) and new draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.3.1. 
 

9.3.2 Terms of Reference 
for the CMS Scientific 
Council Working Group on 
Flyways 

UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC8/Doc.9.3.2 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
presents draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for the CMS Working 
Group on Flyways (FWG), prepared by the FWG members, with a 
view to formalize key provisions regarding role, remit, and 
governance structure of the FWG as a group mandated by and 
supporting the ScC.  
 
Expected outcome: The Sessional Committee is recommended to 
review and adopt the draft Terms of Reference of the FWG. 

9.3.3 Draft Flyways Working 
Group Programme of Work 
for 2026-2029 

UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC8/Doc.9.3.3 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
presents a draft new Programme of Work (POW) of the CMS 
Working Group on Flyways (FWG) for the period 2026-2029. It was 

https://www.cms.int/document/92-preventing-poisoning-migratory-birds
https://www.cms.int/document/931-flyways
https://www.cms.int/document/932-terms-reference-cms-scientific-council-working-group-flyways
https://www.cms.int/document/933-draft-flyways-working-group-programme-work-2026-2029-0
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developed by the relevant thematic sub-group of the FWG, and 
endorsed by the FWG at the fifth meeting, held online on 27 May 
2025, for submission to the eighth meeting of the Sessional 
Committee of the ScC for approval.  
 
Expected outcome: The Sessional Committee is recommended to 
review and adopt the draft POW 2026-2029 of the FWG. 
 

9.3.4 Seabirds and Marine 
Flyways 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.3.2 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.3.2 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
presents a draft Resolution and draft Decisions on Seabirds and 
Marine Flyways. It has been developed by the Seabirds Thematic 
Sub-group of the CMS Working Group on Flyways in response to 
the mandate set out in Resolution 12.11 (Rev.COP14) Flyways, 
and specifically Decision 14.140 f) directed to the Flyways Working 
Group and Decision 14.142 directed to the Secretariat.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the document 
COP15/Doc.26.3.2 and revise it if necessary. 
 

9.4 Action Plan for Birds 

9.4.1 Action Plans for Birds UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.4.1 
UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC8/Inf.9.4.1 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 05.09 (Rev.COP12) 
Endorsement of Action Plans for selected Appendix I and II 
Migratory Birds and Resolution 12.12 (Rev.COP14) Action Plans 
for Birds, as well as related Decisions 14.144–14.147 Action Plans 
for Birds. It proposes draft amendments to Resolution 12.12 
(Rev.COP14) regarding the endorsement of a Multi-species Action 
Plan for Bustards, the deletion of Decisions 14.144–14.147 and the 
adoption of new Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.4.1. 

https://www.cms.int/document/934-seabirds-and-marine-flyways
https://www.cms.int/document/policy-gap-analysis-marine-flyways
https://www.cms.int/document/941-action-plans-birds
https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/2025-12/cms_scc-sc8_inf.9.4.1_issap-spoon-billed-sandpiper_e.pdf
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9.4.2 Multi-species Action 
Plan to conserve African, 
Eurasian and Australian 
Bustards (2026-2037) 
Flyways 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.4.2 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Bustard MsAP 
covering all 26 bustard species across 102 Range States 
integrates scientific evidence with priority conservation actions. It 
has been developed by the consortium Bustards Without Borders, 
in consultation with experts, government officials and non-
governmental organizations. This Plan is submitted to COP15 for 
adoption with the view of immediate and collaborative 
implementation. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.4.2. 

9.4.3 Global Action Plan for 
the Conservation of the 
Steppe Eagle (Aquila 
nipalensis) 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.4.3 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.4.3 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
presents the Global Action Plan for the Conservation of Steppe 
Eagle (Steppe Eagle GAP) for adoption. A selection of key sections 
of the final draft Steppe Eagle GAP is contained in the Annex to 
this document, and the full draft Plan is made available as an 
Information Document.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.4.3. 

9.5 Action Plan for Migratory 
Landbirds in the African-
Eurasian Region 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.5 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 11.17 (Rev.COP14) 
Action Plan for Migratory Landbirds in the African- Eurasian Region 
(AEMLAP) and related Decisions 14.130–14.133. It proposes draft 
amendments to Resolution 11.17 (Rev.COP14), the deletion of 
Decisions 14.130–14.133 and the adoption of new draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.5. 

9.6 Conservation of African-
Eurasian Vultures 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.6 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.6a 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.6b 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 12.10 (Rev.COP14) 
Conservation of African-Eurasian Vultures and Decisions 14.148–
14.155 It recommends the deletion of these Decisions and the 
adoption of new draft Decisions.  

https://www.cms.int/document/942-multi-species-action-plan-conserve-african-eurasian-and-australian-bustards-2026-2037
https://www.cms.int/document/943-global-action-plan-conservation-steppe-eagle-aquila-nipalensis
https://www.cms.int/document/steppe-eagle-global-action-plan-0
https://www.cms.int/document/95-action-plan-migratory-landbirds-african-eurasian-region
https://www.cms.int/document/96-conservation-african-eurasian-vultures
https://www.cms.int/document/responses-notification-2025018-conservation-african-eurasian-vultures-request-information
https://www.cms.int/document/summary-conservation-plan-vultures-west-africa
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Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.6. 

9.7 Saker Falcon (Falco 
cherrug) Global Action Plan 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.7 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.7a 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.7b 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.26.7c 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. This document 
reports on progress to implement Resolution 11.18 (Rev.COP14) 
Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) Global Action Plan. It contains draft 
amendments to this Resolution as well as new draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.7. 

9.8 Internationally Important 
Raptor Areas 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.26.8 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. To further the 
implementation of core mandates on the conservation of birds of 
prey listed on CMS Appendices, in particular CMS Article III (4), 
this document proposes the establishment of Internationally 
Important Raptor Areas (IIRAs) through a draft Resolution and 
draft Decisions.  
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.26.8. 

13.2.5 Proposal for the 
inclusion of Gadfly petrels 
(Pterodroma sp.) on 
Appendix I and II of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.5/Rev.1 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Governments 
of New Zealand, Australia, Brazil, Chile, Cook Islands, Dominican 
Republic and Fiji have jointly submitted the proposal for the 
inclusion of gadfly petrels (Pterodroma sp.) on Appendix I and II of 
CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.5 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.6 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Flesh-footed 
shearwater (Ardenna 
carneipes) on Appendix II of 
the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.6 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Governments 
of New Zealand, Australia and France have jointly submitted the 
proposal for the inclusion of the flesh-footed shearwater (Ardenna 
carneipes) on Appendix II of CMS. 
 

https://www.cms.int/document/97-saker-falcon-falco-cherrug-global-action-plan
https://www.cms.int/document/legal-analysis-consistency-development-and-implementation-adaptive-management-framework
https://www.cms.int/document/saker-task-force-terms-reference
https://www.cms.int/document/saker-falcon-adaptive-management-framework-indicative-budget-period-2026-2029
https://www.cms.int/document/98-internationality-important-raptor-areas
https://www.cms.int/document/1325-proposal-inclusion-gadfly-petrels-pterodroma-sp-appendix-i-and-ii-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/1326-proposal-inclusion-flesh-footed-shearwater-ardenna-carneipes-appendix-ii-convention
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Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.6 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.7 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Hudsonian 
whimbrel (Numenius 
phaeopus hudsonicus) on 
Appendix I of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.7 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Governments 
of Brazil and Chile have jointly submitted the proposal for the 
inclusion of the Hudsonian whimbrel (Numenius (phaeopus) 
hudsonicus) on Appendix I of CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.7 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.8 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Hudsonian 
godwit (Limosa haemastica) 
on Appendix I of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.8 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Chile and Brazil have submitted the proposal for the inclusion of 
the Hudsonian godwit (Limosa haemastica) on Appendix I of CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.8 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.9 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Lesser 
yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) 
on Appendix I of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.9 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Uruguay has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the lesser 
yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) in Appendix I of the CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.9 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

13.2.10 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Snowy owl 
(Bubo scandiacus) on 
Appendix II of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.10 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Government of 
Norway has submitted the proposal for the inclusion of the snowy 
owl (Bubo scandiacus) on Appendix II of CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.10 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

https://www.cms.int/document/1327-proposal-inclusion-hudsonian-whimbrel-numenius-phaeopus-hudsonicus-appendix-i
https://www.cms.int/document/1328-proposal-inclusion-hudsonian-godwit-limosa-haemastica-appendix-i-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/1329-proposal-inclusion-lesser-yellowlegs-tringa-flavipes-appendix-i-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/13210-proposal-inclusion-snowy-owl-bubo-scandiacus-appendix-ii-convention
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13.2.11 Proposal for the 
inclusion of the Ibera 
seedeater (Sporophila 
iberaensis) on Appendix II of 
the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2.11 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Governments 
of Brazil and Argentina have jointly submitted the proposal for the 
inclusion of the Ibera seedeater (Sporophila iberaensis) on 
Appendix II of CMS. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2.11 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

14.2.9 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Antipodean albatross 
(Diomedea antipodensis) 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.9 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Governments 

of Australia, Chile and New Zealand have submitted the report on 

the implementation of the Concerted Action for the Antipodean 

albatross (Diomedea antipodensis). A revised Concerted Action is 

proposed for the next intersessional period, with a particular focus 

on addressing high seas fishery bycatch. 

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 

COP15/Doc.31.2.9. 

14.3.9 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Antipodean albatross 
(Diomedea antipodensis) 
already listed on Appendix I 
of the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.9 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Governments 

of New Zealand, Australia and Chile have submitted the proposal 

for a continuation of the Concerted Action for the Antipodean 

albatross (Diomedea antipodensis), in accordance with the 

process elaborated in Resolution 12.28 (Rev.COP14).  

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 

COP15/Doc.31.3.9 on the scientific and technical merit of the 

proposal. 

14.3.10 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Flesh footed shearwater 
(Ardenna carneipes) 
proposed for listing on 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.10 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Governments 

of New Zealand and Australia have submitted the proposal for a 

Concerted Action for the flesh-footed shearwater (Ardenna 

carneipes) in accordance with the process elaborated in 

Resolution 12.28 (Rev.COP14). 

 

https://www.cms.int/document/13211-proposal-inclusion-ibera-seedeater-sporophila-iberaensis-appendix-ii-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/1429-report-implementation-concerted-action-antipodean-albatross-diomedea-antipodensis
https://www.cms.int/document/1439-proposal-concerted-action-antipodean-albatross-diomedea-antipodensis-already-listed
https://www.cms.int/document/14310-proposal-concerted-action-fleshfooted-shearwater-ardenna-carneipes-proposed-listing
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Appendix II of the 
Convention 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 

COP15/Doc.31.3.10 on the scientific and technical merit of the 

proposal. 

14.3.11 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Peruvian or Humboldt 
pelican (Pelecanus thagus) 
already listed on Appendix I 
and II of the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.11 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Proponents 

have submitted the proposal for Concerted Action for the Peruvian 

pelican (Pelecanus thagus) in accordance with the process 

outlined in Resolution 12.28 (Rev.COP14). 

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 

COP15/Doc.31.3.11 on the scientific and technical merit of the 

proposal. 

14.3.12 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Magellanic plover 
(Pluvianellus socialis) 
already listed on Appendix I 
and II of the Convention  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.12 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Proponents 

have submitted the proposal for a Concerted Action for the 

Magellanic plover —in Spanish, chorlo de Magallanes (Chile), 

chorlito ceniciento (Argentina) (Pluvianellus socialis) —in 

accordance with the process set out in Resolution 12.28 

(Rev.COP14).  

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 

COP15/Doc.31.3.12 on the scientific and technical merit of the 

proposal. 

 
 
  

https://www.cms.int/document/14311-proposal-concerted-action-peruvian-or-humboldt-pelican-pelecanus-thagus-already
https://www.cms.int/document/14312-proposal-concerted-action-magellanic-plover-pluvianellus-socialis-already-listed
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09:00-12:30 Meeting of the Taxonomic Working Groups 

  

09:00-12:30 

Aquatic Species Working Group 

14.2.6 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for 
Humpback whales 
(Megaptera novaeangliae) 
of the Arabian Sea  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.6  The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Arabian Sea 
Whale Network (ASWN) has submitted the report on the 
implementation of the Concerted Action for the humpback 
whales of the Arabian sea (Megaptera novaeangliae), 
UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 12.4 (Rev.COP14). The CA is 
considered completed. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.6. 

14.2.7 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Sperm whales (Physeter 
macrocephalus) of the 
Eastern Tropical Pacific  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.7  The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Red 
Cachalotes del Pacífico has submitted the report for the 
Concerted Action for Eastern Tropical Pacific sperm whales 
(Physeter macrocephalus), UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 12.2 
(Rev.COP14). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.7. 

14.3.6 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Sperm whales (Physeter 
macrocephalus) of the 
Eastern Tropical Pacific 
already listed on Appendix I 
and II of the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.6  The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Red 
Cachalotes del Pacífico has submitted the proposal for a 
continuation of the Concerted Action for Eastern Tropical Pacific 
sperm whales (Physeter macrocephalus). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.6. 
 

https://www.cms.int/document/1426-report-implementation-concerted-action-humpback-whales-megaptera-novaeangliae-arabian
https://www.cms.int/document/1427-report-implementation-concerted-action-sperm-whales-physeter-macrocephalus-eastern
https://www.cms.int/document/1436-proposal-concerted-action-sperm-whales-physeter-macrocephalus-eastern-tropical
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14.2.8 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Franciscana dolphin 
(Pontoporia blainvillei)  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.8  The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The 
Governments of Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay have submitted 
the report on the implementation of the Concerted Action for the 
Franciscana dolphin (Pontoporia blainvillei), 
UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 14.5. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.8. 

14.3.7 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Franciscana dolphin 
(Pontoporia blainvillei) 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.7  The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The 
governments of Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay have submitted 
the proposal for a continuation of the concerted action for the 
Franciscana dolphin (Pontoporia blainvillei). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.7 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

14.2.10 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Blue shark (Prionace 
glauca)  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.10  The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. Marine 
Research and Conservation Foundation (MARECO) has 
submitted the report on the implementation of the Concerted 
Action for the blue shark (Prionace glauca), 
UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 14.6. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.10. 

14.3.15 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Blue shark (Prionace 
glauca) already listed on 
Appendix II of the 
Convention  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.15 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. Marine 
Research and Conservation Foundation (MARECO) has 
submitted the proposal for a continuation of the Concerted 
Action for the blue shark (Prionace glauca). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.15 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

https://www.cms.int/document/1428-report-implementation-concerted-action-franciscana-dolphin-pontoporia-blainvillei
https://www.cms.int/document/1437-proposal-concerted-action-franciscana-dolphin-pontoporia-blainvillei
https://www.cms.int/document/14210-report-implementation-concerted-action-blue-shark-prionace-glauca
https://www.cms.int/document/14315-proposal-concerted-action-blue-shark-prionace-glauca-already-listed-appendix-ii
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14.2.11 Report on the 
implementation of the 
Concerted Action for the 
Common guitarfish 
(Rhinobatos rhinobatos) 
and the Bottlenose 
wedgefish (Rhynchobatus 
australiae)  

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2.11 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The International 
Union for Conservation of Nature IUCN Species Survival 
Commission’s Shark Specialist Group (IUCN SSC SSG) has 
submitted the report on the implementation of the Concerted 
Action for the Common Guitarfish (Rhinobatos rhinobatos) and 
the Bottlenose Wedgefish (Rhynchobatus australiae), 
UNEP/CMS/Concerted Action 13.9. The CA is considered 
completed. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2.11. 

14.3.8 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Lahille’s bottlenose dolphin 
(Tursiops truncatus 
gephyreus) already listed 
on Appendix I and II of the 
Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.8  The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. Argentina, Brazil 
and Uruguay have submitted the proposal for a Concerted 
Action for the Lahille's Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus 
gephyreus). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.8 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

14.3.13 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Sand tiger shark 
(Carcharias taurus) already 
listed on Appendix I and II of 
the Convention   

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.13 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. Brazil has 
submitted the proposal for a Concerted Action for the Sand 
Tiger Shark (Carcharias taurus). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.13 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

14.3.14 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the 
Basking shark (Cetorhinus 
maximus) already listed on 
Appendix I and II of the 
Convention   

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.14 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. Marine 
Research and Conservation Foundation (MARECO) and the 
Irish Basking Shark Group have submitted the proposal for a 
Concerted Action for the Basking Shark (Cetorhinus maximus). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.14 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

https://www.cms.int/document/14211-report-implementation-concerted-action-common-guitarfish-rhinobatos-rhinobatos-and
https://www.cms.int/document/1438-proposal-concerted-action-lahille-bottlenose-dolphin-tursiops-truncatus-gephyreus
https://www.cms.int/document/1438-proposal-concerted-action-lahille-bottlenose-dolphin-tursiops-truncatus-gephyreus
https://www.cms.int/document/14313-proposal-concerted-action-sand-tiger-shark-carcharias-taurus-already-listed-appendix
https://www.cms.int/document/14314-proposal-concerted-action-basking-shark-cetorhinus-maximus-already-listed-appendix-i
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14.3.16 Proposal for a 
Concerted Action for all 
species of Devil and Manta 
rays (Mobulidae) already 
listed on Appendix I and II of 
the Convention   

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.16 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The Manta Trust 
and Wildlife Conservation Society have submitted the proposal 
for a Concerted Action for the manta and devil rays (Mobulidae). 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3.16 on the scientific and technical merit of the 
proposal. 

 

 

9:00-10:30 
Avian Species Working Group (tbc.) 

Continued 

  

9:00-10:30 
Terrestrial Species Working Group 

Continued 

 

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break 

 

11:00-12:30 
Aquatic Species Working Group 

Continued 

  

11:00-12:30 
 

Avian Species Working Group 

Continued 

  

11:00-12:30 
 

Terrestrial Species Working Group (tbc.) 

Continued 

 

https://www.cms.int/document/14316-proposal-concerted-action-all-species-devil-and-manta-rays-mobulidae-already-listed
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12:30-14:30 Lunch Break  

 

14:30-16:00 
 

Plenary 

11.3 Transfrontier 
Conservation Areas 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.3 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
reports on progress to implement Decisions 14.197–14.199 
Transfrontier Conservation Areas for Migratory Species. It 
proposes the adoption of new Decisions and the deletion of 
Decisions 14.197–14.199. It also proposes consultations, 
including a cost benefit analysis, on the tool for Identifying 
opportunities for transboundary conservation.  

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.28.3. 

11.4 Communities and 
Livelihood 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.4 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
reports on the implementation of Decision 14.200 and proposes 
follow up activities to implement the ten Guiding Principles and 
the recommendations from the study, Potential for Community-
based Wildlife Management in Central Asia. 

 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.28.4. 

11.9 Cumulative Effects 
Assessments 

UNEP/CMS/ COP15/Doc.28.9 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.9 

The Secretariat will introduce this agenda item. The document 
proposes amendments to Resolution 7.2 (Rev.COP14), which 
are presented in UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.28.10 Infrastructure 
Development and Migratory Species and discussed under 
agenda item 11.10 Infrastructure and Migratory Species. It 
proposes new draft Decisions. 
 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.28.9. 

https://www.cms.int/document/113-transfrontier-conservation-areas
https://www.cms.int/document/114-communities-and-livelihood
https://www.cms.int/document/119-cumulative-effects-assessments
https://www.cms.int/document/cumulative-effects-assessment-migratory-species
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11.13 Conservation 
Implications of Animal Culture 
and Social Complexity 

UNEP/CMS/ COP15/Doc.28.13 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.28.13 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
proposes new draft Decisions for adoption and amendments to 
Resolution 11.23 (Rev.COP12) Conservation Implications of 
Animal Culture and Social Complexity. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC is recommended to review the 
document COP15/Doc.28.3 and revise it if necessary. 

13.2 Proposals to COP15 for 
Amendment of Appendices I 
and II of the Convention 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.30.2 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Inf.30.2 

The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
summarizes proposals for the amendment of CMS Appendices 
submitted for consideration by the 15th meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP15). The full text of all the 
proposals is made available to COP15 as separate documents. 
 

Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.30.2. 

14.2 Progress in the 
Implementation of Concerted 
Actions 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.2 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. In line with 

Resolution 12.28 (Rev.COP14), this document summarizes the 

status of reporting on the implementation of ongoing Concerted 

Actions, as contained in documents COP15/Doc.31.2.1 to 

COP15/Doc.31.2.11.  

 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.2. 

14.3 Proposals for Concerted 
Actions for the Triennium 
2026-2029 

UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3 The Secretariat will introduce the agenda item. The document 
summarizes proposals for Concerted Actions submitted for 
consideration by COP15. The full text of the proposals is 
available as documents UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.1 to 
UNEP/CMS/COP15/Doc.31.3.16. The meeting will be invited to 
review the summary of the proposals of Concerted Actions. 
 
Expected outcome: ScC comments included in addendum to 
COP15/Doc.31.3. 

https://www.cms.int/document/1113-conservation-implications-animal-culture-and-social-complexity
https://www.cms.int/document/statement-human-and-animal-culture-determinants-dynamic-spatial-units-species-conservation
https://www.cms.int/document/132-proposals-cop15-amendment-appendices-i-and-ii-convention
https://www.cms.int/document/analysis-proposals-inclusion-shark-and-rays-species-appendices-convention-conservation
https://www.cms.int/document/142-progress-implementation-concerted-actions
https://www.cms.int/document/143-proposals-concerted-actions-triennium-2026-2029
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16:00-16:30 Coffee Break 

 

16:30-18:00 
Plenary  

Continued 
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THURSDAY 18 DECEMBER 
 

Time Agenda Item Relevant 
Documents 

Comments/Meeting Outcomes 

  

09:00-10:30 

(Plenary) 
Reports back from Working Groups 

 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

 

11:00-12:30 
Plenary 

(Continued) 

 

12:30-14:30 Lunch Break 

 

14:30-16:00 
Plenary 

(Continued) 

 

16:00-16:30 Coffee Break 

 

16:30-18:00 

15. Date and venue of the 9th Meeting of the 
Sessional Committee of the Scientific Council 
(ScC-SC9) 

No document  

 

 

16. Any Other Business No document  

17. Closure of the Meeting No document  

 


