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Manila Wildlife Summit to Underscore Critical Role of Wildlife 
in Sustainable Development 
 
Decisions made at this year’s largest wildlife conference could 
offer greater protection to millions of migratory animals, 
including sharks, lions and vultures 
  

 
CMS COP12 will consider 31 proposals from 24 countries affecting 35 species. 

 
If accepted, millions of migratory animals, birds and fish including the Przewalski's Horse, 

the African Lion, Giraffes, the Caspian Seal, ten vulture species and the Whale Shark 
will receive greater international protection. 

 
Over 1,000 delegates, representing more than 120 countries, are due to attend the 

summit, which opens in Manila, the Philippines today. 
 
 
Manila, 23 October 2017 - The Twelfth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS COP12) 
opened in the Philippines today. It marks the first time CMS has convened a COP in Asia 
since the international treaty was adopted in Bonn, Germany in 1979.  
 
CMS COP12 is set to be the largest global summit on wildlife this year, attracting Parties, 
intergovernmental and national organizations, the private sector, conservationists, local and 
international NGOs and experts from multiple disciplines.  
 
The theme of COP12 ‘Their Future is Our Future – Sustainable Development for Wildlife & 
People’ reflects increasing awareness of the importance of migratory animals in the context 
of human development – as providers of food and medicine, as pollinators and seed 
dispersers, and as a means of pest control.  

 
CMS Executive Secretary, Bradnee Chambers said: “CMS COP12 comes at a critical time 
for wildlife conservation.  Our wildlife is not an optional extra, but the basis upon which all 
our livelihoods and progress depend. Only by integrating wildlife conservation with 
sustainable development will we be able to protect the remaining species on Earth, species 
from which we benefit in so many different ways.” 
 
CMS provides a global platform for the conservation and sustainable use of migratory 
animals and their habitats. Its triennial summit brings together the countries through which 
migratory animals pass and lays the legal foundation for internationally coordinated 
conservation measures. 
 
Delegates at the five-day summit will address contentious issues including, for the first time, 
aquatic wild meat and recreational in-water interaction with aquatic mammals. In addition, 
guidelines will be presented on boat-based wildlife watching and legislation proposed on the 

http://www.cms.int/en/meeting/twelfth-meeting-conference-parties-cms
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live capture of whales, dolphins and porpoises, and assessing the impacts of marine noise 
on migratory species and their prey. 
 
Overall, 31 proposals from 24 countries will be debated in a global effort to protect 
threatened species from further decline.  Governments will consider and accept, reject or 
adjust these proposals for amending the CMS Appendices at COP12.  
 
Notably, ten vulture species and the Steppe Eagle could be included on Appendix I, which 
protects migratory species threatened with extinction. Giraffes, which are not safeguarded by 
any convention, will be considered for inclusion on Appendix II for species that need or 
would significantly benefit from international co-operation. 
 
At COP12, CMS will strengthen its work with the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) to conserve African carnivores.  The new initiative will benefit 
the African Lion, the Cheetah and Leopard as well as the African Wild Dog. 
 
At a special event last night several, Germany, Moanco, the Philippines, the United Arab 
Emirates and the European Commission were recognized as Migratory Species Champions 
for their long-term support to initiatives that benefit migratory species conservation. Each 
Champion has led actions to halt large-scale declines in species across the board and will 
urge others to take up this role in support of the Convention’s goals. 
 
CMS12 will also consider inter alia:  
 

 Proposals to include the Gobi Bear, African Wild Ass, Chinkara (antelope species), 
the Przewalski’s Horse and South American bats, as well as all subspecies of 
Leopard under the CMS Appendices; 

 

 The endangered Whale Shark for inclusion on Appendix I;  
 

 Draft resolutions on bycatch and marine debris, including ghost nets (fishing nets that 
have been left or lost in the ocean);  
 

 A new intergovernmental task force to address the illegal killing of migratory birds in 
Asia;  
 

 A Multi-Species Action Plan to better protect 15 species of Old World Vultures;  

 

 An Action Plan for the Americas’ Flyways to coordinate conservation work in the 
Western Hemisphere; 
 

 Single-species Action Plans for the European Turtle Dove, Far Eastern Curlew, 
Baer’s Pochard and European Roller; 
 

 An African Elephant Action Plan, developed under the aegis of CITES; and 
 

 A Conservation Roadmap for the critically endangered African Wild Ass. Fewer than 
70 animals remain in the wild. 
 

CMS COP12 will also tackle cross-cutting issues concerning ecological networks, climate 
change and renewable energy. 
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Many of the proposals on CMS Appendices are submitted jointly, reflecting growing 
transnational concern about the accelerating decline of biodiversity. 
 
Species covered by CMS are listed in one or both of two Appendices, according to the 
degree of protection they need. 
 
“The coming days in Manila will demonstrate our collective will and commitment to 
conserving migratory animals on a global scale. It will also help to highlight the many 
linkages between wildlife conservation and the Sustainable Development Goals agreed by 
the world’s governments in 2015,” said Dr. Chambers. 
 
COP12 will be watched closely by prospective Parties to the Convention. Ahead of this 
week’s summit, Bhutan and Cambodia both confirmed they were actively seeking accession 
to CMS with membership likely in the near future. Malaysia has also indicated it is strongly 
considering joining the Convention. 
 
For interviews or to speak to an expert, please contact:  
 
Florian Keil,  
Coordinator of the Joint Communications Team at the UNEP/CMS and UNEP/AEWA 
Secretariats 
Tel: +49 (0) 228 8152451 Mobile: +63 9273586268 
 
Veronika Lenarz, Public Information, UNEP/CMS Secretariat 
Tel: +63 9454138284 Email: press@cms.int 
 
Email: press@cms.int 
 
Notes for Editors: 
About CMS 
CMS press page 
Social Media: @bonnconvention #cmscop12 
 
 
Useful links: 
 
COP12 
About CMS 
CMS COP12 Newsroom 
Host government website 
COP Agenda 
COP Documents (Resolutions and Action Plans) 

Listing Proposals 

mailto:press@cms.int
mailto:press@cms.int
http://www.cms.int/en/legalinstrument/cms
http://www.cms.int/en/contact/press-media-inquiries
http://cms.int/en/legalinstrument/cms
http://www.cms.int/
http://cmscop12.ph/
http://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/cms_cop12_doc.6.2_rev.1_annotated-agenda_e_0.pdf
http://www.cms.int/en/cop12docs
http://www.cms.int/en/cop12docs
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