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Range State What is the legal status of the species? Who holds management responsibility over the 
species within scope of the programme? 

What access or user rights 
do local communities hold 
on the species?

How are communities involved in conservation / 
use activities?

How are benefits that are received from 
use of the species (both consumptive and 
non-consumptive) distributed?

Are communities aware that 
the species is a 'migratory 
species', i.e. crosses 
international boundaries? 

Are there any spiritual values within 
communities connected to the (use of) 
species?

Have there been any bi- or multilateral agreements concluded between your country and 
other Range States, which regulate the management (including use) of the species? If YES, 
what do they provide?

If the conservation/use is a part of a specific 
programme, what is the name of the 
programme and who initiated it?

What is the source of the 
information provided? 

If there is a link to a description of the programme, 
please provide it here:

Shamshy is becoming a Nature Reserve, co-managed 
by the government, conservation NGOs, and local 
people. In general, objects of fauna within the limits 
of territory of the Kyrgyz Republic are the property 
of the state. The Government of the Kyrgyz Republic 
manages fauna in territory of the Kyrgyz Republic 
and establishes the order of its protection, use and 
reproduction.

The program implies no 
hunting of SL. Communities 
retain their rights to graze 
animals

Communities co-manage the sanctuary Local children attend eco-camps in the 
sanctuary, which are designed to change 
negative perceptions and fear towards wildlife, 
and rekindle children’s connection to and love 
for nature.

_ Name: Shamshy Wildlife Sanctuary (Pilot program 
initiated in 2015 to turn the former hunting 
concession into a new type of reserve); 
Initiator: The Snow Leopard Trust, Snow Leopard 
Foundation Kyrgyzstan, the Kyrgyz Department of 
Hunting and Natural Resource Management under 
the State Agency for Environment Protection and 
Forestry of the Kyrgyz Republic

From Hunting Reserve to 
Wildlife Sanctuary – 
Kyrgyzstan tries innovative 
conservation program, Snow 
Leopard Trust

https://snowleopard.org/from-hunting-reserve-to-wildlife-
sanctuary/

Managed by a shared responsibility of Snow 
Leopard Enterprises, communities, local 
government, and representatives of protected areas 
nearby each community

The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Capacity building. The program works towards 
creating sustainable economic opportunities for 
communities which in return reduces their motivation 
for poaching. It does so through various initiatives, 
including skill development for women artisans and 

Local communities boost annual household 
income by up to 40%

_ Name: Snow Leopard Enterprises; 
Initiator: Snow Leopard Trust and Snow Leopard 
Foundation

Snow Leopard Enterprises, 
Snow Leopard Trust // Snow 
Leopard Enterprises, Snow 
Leopard Foundation

https://snowleopard.org/our-work/conservation-
programs/snow-leopard-enterprises/ ; 
https://slf.org.pk/snow-leopard-enterprise/

 Ministry of Environment & Forests and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) of India

The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Community members pledge to protect the snow 
leopards and wild prey species in their area from 
poaching. They also agree to leave more food for the 
snow leopard’s wild prey by setting aside graze-free 

Communities get financial compensation for 
setting aside graze-free areas in Upper Spiti 
Valley India. The insurance fund and the 
reimbursement process is managed by the local 

_ Name: Livestock Insurance & Grazing Set-aside 
Areas; 
Initiator: Snow Leopard Trust, Nature Conservation 
Foundation (NCF) India

Livestock Insurance https://snowleopard.org/our-work/conservation-
programs/livestock-insurance/

_ The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Livelihood provision in Hemis NP and buffer zones (in 
2002)  by  
• reducing livestock loss by predator-proofing night-
time pens and improving daytime guarding practices;
• enhancing rangeland habitat and prey populations 

Household income from tourism-related 
activities, with 10% being deposited in a 
community-managed fund to support 
conservation and development initiatives

_ Name: Himalayan Homestays Program (launched in 
2002); 
Initiator: Snow Leopard Conservancy India Trust

Jackson & Wangchuk (2004). 
A Community-Based 
Approach to Mitigating 
Livestock Depredation by 
Snow Leopards. Human 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228789297_A_
Community-
Based_Approach_to_Mitigating_Livestock_Depredation_b
y_Snow_Leopards; 
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/71532/3/Authors%20accepted%20v

_ The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Capacity building. The program works towards 
creating sustainable economic opportunities for 
communities which in turn reduces their motivation 
for poaching. It does so through various initiatives 
including skill development for women artisans and 
providing them linkages to markets.

Local communities boost annual household 
income by up to 40%

_ Name: Snow Leopard Enterprises; 
Initiator: Snow Leopard Trust and Snow Leopard 
Foundation

Snow Leopard Enterprises, 
Snow Leopard Trust // Snow 
Leopard Enterprises, Snow 
Leopard Foundation

https://snowleopard.org/our-work/conservation-
programs/snow-leopard-enterprises/ ; 
https://slf.org.pk/snow-leopard-enterprise/

_ The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Financial compensation in South Gobi Mongolia Community members receive compensation for 
setting aside graze-free areas. The insurance 
fund and the reimbursement process is 
managed by the local community

_ Name: Livestock Insurance & Grazing Set-aside 
Areas; 
Initiator: Snow Leopard Conservation Foundation 
(SLCF) Mongolia

Snow Leopard Trust, 
Livestock Insurance

https://snowleopard.org/our-work/conservation-
programs/livestock-insurance/

_ The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Capacity building. The program works towards 
creating sustainable economic opportunities for 
communities which in turn reduces their motivation 
for poaching. It does so through various initiatives, 
including skill development for women artisans and 
providing them linkages to markets.

Local communities boost annual household 
income by up to 40%

_ Snow Leopard Enterprises (founded in 1998 in 
Mongolia)

Snow Leopard Trust https://snowleopard.org/our-work/conservation-
programs/snow-leopard-enterprises/

_ The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Communities limit the size of their herds on the 
program area. Livelihood support in Karakoram area 
in the Gilgit Baltistan Province

In the 17 villages approximately 40 percent of 
1,600 households have insured their animals.
The project has insured over 18,000 animals 
and has paid out approximately US$35,000 in 
compensations for 220 animals killed by snow 

_ Name: Livestock Vaccination (provides animal 
husbandry trainings and vaccines for herding 
communities); 
Initiator: Baltistan Wildlife Conservation and 
Development Organization (BWCDO), Snow Leopard 

Snow Leopard Trust https://snowleopard.org/our-work/where-we-
work/pakistan/

_ The program implies no 
hunting of SL

Capacity building. The program works towards 
creating sustainable economic opportunities for 
communities which in turn reduces their motivation 
for poaching. It does so through various initiatives, 
including skill development for women artisans and 
providing them linkages to markets.

Local communities boost annual household 
income by up to 40%

_ Name: Snow Leopard Enterprises; 
Initiator: Snow Leopard Trust and Snow Leopard 
Foundation

Snow Leopard Trust https://snowleopard.org/our-work/conservation-
programs/snow-leopard-enterprises/

China According to “The Law of the People’s Republic of 
China on the Protection of Wildlife” (1988), the 
hunting, catching or killing of SL, which is under 
first class state protection, shall be prohibited. 
Where the catching or fishing for wildlife under 
first class state protection is necessary for scientific 
research, domestication and breeding, exhibition 
or other special purposes, the unit concerned must 
apply to the administrative department for wildlife 
under the State Council for a special hunting and 
catching license.

Sanjiangyuan National Park, Qinghai Province No use of SL is allowed Livelihood provision in the form of participating in 
the Ecotourism, as well as receiving insurance for 
their livestock

In the frame of the Ecotourism Cooperative, 22 
host families in the town had welcomed 61 
nature experience teams from all over the 
world, generating an income of 432,000 yuan in 
the community. Of these earnings, 45% went to 
the host families, 45% to the community and 
10% to nature conservation. // Also, the Niandu 
village inside the NP is involved in the insurance 
funding pilot project for their livestock, 
established by the local government of Zaduo 
and Shanshui Conservation Center NGO. Each 
household can choose to pay an annual 
insurance fee of three Yuan ($0.43) per yak, 

_ Tibetan Buddhists practice compassion for all 
living beings, and their spiritual texts and 
practices include a unique appreciation of and 
respect for the snow leopard. SLs are 
embedded in Buddhist scripture, giving their 
species a sacred status. Killing wildlife is a sin 
in Buddhism.

The country is one of the 12 Range countries that signed Bishkek Declaration on the Conservation 
of the Snow Leopard in 2013 aiming to protect and recover snow leopard populations and their 
fragile habitats for all people to enjoy. It was agreed to 
• evaluate and map the current status of key snow leopard populations and habitats, conduct 
economic valuation of snow leopard habitats, and intensify scientific research and monitoring to 
support future policy and action;
• identify and designate critical habitats of key snow leopard populations as no-go areas for 
destructive land uses;
• enhance the role of local communities in snow leopard conservation efforts by adopting and 
implementing policies and laws that favor the involvement of such communities;
• take firm action to stop poaching and illegal trade of snow leopards and other wildlife by 
adopting comprehensive legislation, strengthening national law-enforcement systems, etc.;
• encourage meaningful participation of industry and the private sector in snow leopard 

Name: National Park Pilot Program 2018 
(ecotourism); 
Initiator: Shan Shui Conservation Center, Snow 
Leopard Trust

National Park Pilot Program http://en.shanshui.org/sub_project/985/

Indonesia Protected from hunting and trade by the 
Government Regulation No. 7 an Act that protects 
the flaura and fauna of Indonesia (also including a 
National Conservation, Strategy and Action Plan 
for Dugong in Indonesia)

Ministry of Maine Affairs and Fisheries Local communities often have 
access rights to fishing grounds 
in seagrass areas where 
dugongs live.

Community based ecotourism model are 
ongoing. Memorandums of Agreement were 
signed with local community groups to reinvest 
10% of profits into local marine conservation. 
Alternative livelihoods and sources of income 
(e.g. spirulina farming, ecotourism, potentially 
carbon credits) in fishing communities are 
provided in order to reduce fishing pressure 
and use of nets which are the main cause of 
dugong mortality.

Yes In some areas of Indonesia dugongs are 
believed to represent reincarnated women and 
are revered and protected; however, in others 
their teeth, tusks, teats and tears (extracted 
from their tear ducts) are considered to have 
magical properties – largely as aphrodisiacs – 
and they are hunted for this purpose. Dugong 
meat is consumed in some parts of Indonesia.

The country is a Range State of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and 
Management of Dugongs and their Habitats throughout their Range (CMS Dugong MOU), an 
agreement under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). 
Also, signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and each has developed a National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). The country has submitted either Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) or Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) to 
achieve the goals of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
Indonesia is a partner in the Coral Triangle Initiative sustaining marine and coastal natural 
resources and signatory to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention).

Malaysia Protected from hunting and trade by Fisheries Act Department of Fisheries Local communities often have 
access rights to fishing grounds 
in seagrass areas where 
dugongs live.

Community based ecotourism model are 
ongoing. Memorandums of Agreement were 
signed with local community groups to reinvest 
10% of profits into local marine conservation. 
Alternative livelihoods and sources of income 
(e.g. spirulina farming, ecotourism, potentially 
carbon credits) in fishing communities are 
provided in order to reduce fishing pressure 
and use of nets which are the main cause of 
dugong mortality.

Yes Traditionally, dugong body parts have been 
used for medical and protective purposes, 
although they are no longer hunted with only 
opportunistic consumption today.

The country is a Range State of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and 
Management of Dugongs and their Habitats throughout their Range (CMS Dugong MOU), an 
agreement under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). 
Also, signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and each has developed a National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). The country has submitted either Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) or Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) to 
achieve the goals of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
Malaysia is a partner in the Coral Triangle Initiative sustaining marine and coastal natural resources 
and signatory to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention).

Philippines Protected from hunting and trade by 
Administrative Order 55 of the Department of 
Environment & Natural Resources

Department of Environment & Natural Resources Local communities often have 
access rights to fishing grounds 
in seagrass areas where 
dugongs live.

Community based ecotourism model are 
ongoing. Memorandums of Agreement were 
signed with local community groups to reinvest 
10% of profits into local marine conservation. 
Alternative livelihoods and sources of income 
(e.g. spirulina farming, ecotourism, potentially 
carbon credits) in fishing communities are 
provided in order to reduce fishing pressure 
and use of nets which are the main cause of 
dugong mortality.

Yes Traditionally, dugong body parts have been 
used for medical and protective purposes, 
although they are no longer hunted with only 
opportunistic consumption today.

The country is a Range State of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and 
Management of Dugongs and their Habitats throughout their Range (CMS Dugong MOU), an 
agreement under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 
and is a signatory to agreement. Also, signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and 
each has developed a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). The country has 
submitted either Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) or Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDCs) to achieve the goals of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). The Philippines is a partner in the Coral Triangle Initiative sustaining marine and 
coastal natural resources and signatory to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention).

Thailand Protected from hunting and trade by the National 
Wildlife Reservation & Protection Acts, Fisheries 
Acts, National Park Acts and Export & Import 
Products Acts 

Department of Marine and Coastal Resources Local communities often have 
access rights to fishing grounds 
in seagrass areas where 
dugongs live.

Community based ecotourism model are 
ongoing. Memorandums of Agreement were 
signed with local community groups to reinvest 
10% of profits into local marine conservation. 
Alternative livelihoods and sources of income 
(e.g. spirulina farming, ecotourism, potentially 
carbon credits) in fishing communities are 
provided in order to reduce fishing pressure 
and use of nets which are the main cause of 
dugong mortality.

Yes Dugongs have traditionally seen as having 
magical properties, and previously dugong 
body parts were used for curative and 
protective purposes. Dugong meat was 
previously consumed.

The country is a Range State of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and 
Management of Dugongs and their Habitats throughout their Range (CMS Dugong MOU), an 
agreement under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 
and is a signatory to agreement. Also, signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and 
each has developed a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). The country has 
submitted either Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) or Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDCs) to achieve the goals of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) and signatory to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention).

Timor-Leste in Indo-
Pacific region

Protected from hunting and trade by Marine 
Protected Species Act

Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Environment – 
National Directorate for Biodiversity Protection and 
Restoration

Local communities often have 
access rights to fishing grounds 
in seagrass areas where 
dugongs live.

Community based ecotourism model are 
ongoing. Memorandums of Agreement were 
signed with local community groups to reinvest 
10% of profits into local marine conservation. 
Alternative livelihoods and sources of income 
(e.g. spirulina farming, ecotourism, potentially 
carbon credits) in fishing communities are 
provided in order to reduce fishing pressure 
and use of nets which are the main cause of 
dugong mortality.

Yes Dugongs are considered sacred animals and 
are not actively hunted. 

The country is a Range State of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and 
Management of Dugongs and their Habitats throughout their Range (CMS Dugong MOU), an 
agreement under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 
and is a signatory to agreement. Also, signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and 
each has developed a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). The country has 
submitted either Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) or Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDCs) to achieve the goals of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). Timor-Leste is a partner in the Coral Triangle Initiative sustaining marine and 
coastal natural resources.

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnoptrus I II EN Nigeria Protected by law, meaning that hunting of EV is 
prohibited and use is not allowed except for CITES 
licensed zoo collections, captive breeding, and 
research purposes under explicit license from the 
Ministry of Environment

Federal Ministry of Environment Not relevant for Nigeria, as the 
EV is globally endangered and 
prohibited for any use in 
Nigeria.

By increasing their awareness and skills, communities 
help with monitoring of vulture population trends 
and status of threats locally. They also report on 
cases of illegally killed vultures in their areas.

In areas inhabited by vultures, people make 
their living mostly from livestock. Vultures stop 
the spread of diseases, thus indirectly saving 
people's lives.

Yes Yes. Local communities believe that vulture 
parts can cure, thus they use them for belief-
based rituals and traditional practices. 

No Name: Egyptian Vulture New LIFE project (LIFE16 
NAT/BG/000874); Intiator: Nigerian Conservation 
Foundation (NCF) in Nigeria.

https://lifeneophron.eu/#a-
training-for-vulture-
monitoring-network-
volunteers-in-nigeria

www.LifeNeophron.eu

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnoptrus I II EN Bulgaria Protected by the National Biodiversity Act. Hunting 
of EV is prohibited and use is not allowed except 
for CITES licensed zoo collections, captive 
breeding, and research purposes under explicit 
license from the Ministry of Environment and 
Waters

Ministry of Environment and Waters Local communities own a large 
ratio of the foraging sites of 
vultures and use them for 
pasturelands or other land 
uses. The risk is on plaughing 
or other activities that can 
distroy the species foraging 
habitat.

Local communities are involved by the supplementary 
feeding of vultures. They provide vultures with safe 
and regular food to attract tourists, which they can 
accommodate in their guest houses, rent their hides 
for wildlife photography or have a meal in their 
restaurants. This activity reduces the risk of 
accidental poisoning, which is the main threat to 
vultures in the region.

In terms of wildlife tourism, there is no exact 
estimation, but less than 50% of the income 
goes to local communities - the rest goes to 
external tour operator agencies or other 
companies. On the other hand, livestock 
breeders can save money if they provide dead 
livestock to vultures rather than paying a 
company for transportation and disposal of 
carcasses. In this case, the financial benefit is 
entirely for themselves.

Yes No No Name: Egyptian Vulture New LIFE project (LIFE16 
NAT/BG/000874); Intiator: Bulgarian Society for the 
Protection of Birds (BSPB).

NA www.LifeNeophron.eu

BEST PRACTICE CASE STUDIES REFLECTING COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIES

Pakistan

Mongolia

India

Kyrgyzstan

Snow Leopard

Hunting, possession, and trade are prohibited 
through the Law on the Animal World (1999).  
Since 1975, SL is included in the List of Specially 
Protected Species of Kyrgyzstan and is protected 
throughout the country.

Listed under the Schedule I of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972. Highest level of legal 
protection  (prohibited to be hunted throughout 
India, except under threat to human life or in case 
of a disease that is beyond recovery).

Classified as "very rare" by the Mongolian Law of 
Wildlife (2012), which implies that a) SL may be 
hunted only for scientific purposes, with a special 
permit. Otherwise, hunting or trapping, preparing 
and trading hides, fur, and other parts of the 
animal is prohibited. b) It is prohibited to trade its 
skin, bone, or other raw materials. c) May be 
exported only under exceptional circumstances. 
Both an import and export license are required.

The species is protected under provincial wildlife 
laws. Killing (except for self-defense) and 
possession of SL is illegal, and commercial 
international trade is prohibited.

Uncia uncia

The Kyrgyz traditional beliefs place high 
spiritual value on the snow leopard. Local 
people living in the Tibetan Plateau designate 
specific locations to be “sacred snow leopard 
sites”.

I I VU

The country is one of the 12 Range countries that signed Bishkek Declaration on the Conservation 
of the Snow Leopard in 2013 aiming to protect and recover snow leopard populations and their 
fragile habitats for all people to enjoy. It was agreed to 
• evaluate and map the current status of key snow leopard populations and habitats, conduct 
economic valuation of snow leopard habitats, and intensify scientific research and monitoring to 
support future policy and action;
• identify and designate critical habitats of key snow leopard populations as no-go areas for 
destructive land uses;
• enhance the role of local communities in snow leopard conservation efforts by adopting and 
implementing policies and laws that favor the involvement of such communities;
• take firm action to stop poaching and illegal trade of snow leopards and other wildlife by 
adopting comprehensive legislation, strengthening national law-enforcement systems, etc.;
• encourage meaningful participation of industry and the private sector in snow leopard 
conservation and ensure that the development projects takes into account the needs of snow 
leopards and their ecosystems;
• increase bilateral and regional cooperation for snow leopard conservation in transboundary 
landscapes;
• strengthen capacity for community-based conservation, law enforcement support, and wildlife 
and ecosystem management;
• communicate to citizens and particular stakeholders leopards and their ecosystem. 
// The country also signed the Shenzhen Consensus on
Global Snow Leopard Conservation 2018, which implies that the signatory countries will 
1) make efforts to harmonize the development and conservation of the high mountain
ecosystem; 

The Seagrass Ecosystem Services Project on 
“Conservation of biodiversity, seagrass ecosystems 
and their services – safeguarding food security and 
resilience in vulnerable coastal communities in a 
changing climate” is supported and funded by the 
International Climate Initiative (IKI), which is one of 
the key instruments of the German Federal 
Government to support international climate 
action and biodiversity. The project is implemented 
by CMS. 

Approved project document
More information is available at project website: Seagrass 

Ecosystem Services Project - Dugong & Seagrass Hub 
(dugongseagrass.org)

Dugong and its 
habitat (seagrass 

ecosystem)
Dugong dugon II I VU

The Seagrass Ecosystem Services Project applies an 
innovative and holistic approach, working closely with 
field practitioners, coastal communities, and technical 
experts. Local NGOs and coastal communities at the 
project sites are empowered to assess seagrass by the 
project’s technical and scientific experts, who offer 
technical tools and capacity building throughout the 
lifetime of the project. They work together to assess 
the ecosystem services provided by their specific 
seagrass meadows, such as fishery production and 
blue carbon. The four main thematic areas of IKI 
project are: 
(i) Research: Empowering coastal communities with 
citizen science 
(ii) Business Models: Diversifying livelihoods by 
developing community-led enterprises 
(iii) Policy: Integrating seagrass into policy frameworks 
(iv) Communications: Advocating value of seagrass.

The country is one of the 12 Range countries that signed Bishkek Declaration on the Conservation 
of the Snow Leopard in 2013 aiming to protect and recover snow leopard populations and their 
fragile habitats for all people to enjoy. It was agreed to 
• evaluate and map the current status of key snow leopard populations and habitats, conduct 
economic valuation of snow leopard habitats, and intensify scientific research and monitoring to 
support future policy and action;
• identify and designate critical habitats of key snow leopard populations as no-go areas for 
destructive land uses;
• enhance the role of local communities in snow leopard conservation efforts by adopting and 
implementing policies and laws that favor the involvement of such communities;
• take firm action to stop poaching and illegal trade of snow leopards and other wildlife by 
adopting comprehensive legislation, strengthening national law-enforcement systems, etc.;
• encourage meaningful participation of industry and the private sector in snow leopard 
conservation and ensure that the development projects takes into account the needs of snow 
leopards and their ecosystems;
The country is one of the 12 Range countries that signed Bishkek Declaration on the Conservation 
of the Snow Leopard in 2013 aiming to protect and recover snow leopard populations and their 
fragile habitats for all people to enjoy. It was agreed to 
• evaluate and map the current status of key snow leopard populations and habitats, conduct 
economic valuation of snow leopard habitats, and intensify scientific research and monitoring to 
support future policy and action;
• identify and designate critical habitats of key snow leopard populations as no-go areas for 
destructive land uses;
• enhance the role of local communities in snow leopard conservation efforts by adopting and 
implementing policies and laws that favor the involvement of such communities;
• take firm action to stop poaching and illegal trade of snow leopards and other wildlife byThe country is one of the 12 Range countries that signed Bishkek Declaration on the Conservation 
of the Snow Leopard in 2013 aiming to protect and recover snow leopard populations and their 
fragile habitats for all people to enjoy. It was agreed to 
• evaluate and map the current status of key snow leopard populations and habitats, conduct 
economic valuation of snow leopard habitats, and intensify scientific research and monitoring to 
support future policy and action;
• identify and designate critical habitats of key snow leopard populations as no-go areas for 
destructive land uses;
• enhance the role of local communities in snow leopard conservation efforts by adopting and 
implementing policies and laws that favor the involvement of such communities;
• take firm action to stop poaching and illegal trade of snow leopards and other wildlife by 
adopting comprehensive legislation, strengthening national law-enforcement systems, etc.;

i f l ti i ti f i d t d th i t t i l d

SL is regarded as a "mergichan" (female 
supernatural denizens of the high mountains) 
owning general respect and reverence from the 
Wakhi community of Shimshal in Pakistan. 
Currently, villagers in the Wakhi community of 
Shimshal and the Wakhi villages that manage 
the buffer zone area of the Khunjerab National 
Park are engaged in a process of integrating 
their concept of mergich  with a modern 
conservation ethic through the Shimshal 
Nature Trust and the Khunjerav Villagers 
Organization respectively.

Buddhists living in the Tibetan Plateau 
throughout centuries have designated specific 
locations to be “sacred snow leopard sites”.

Buddhists living in the Tibetan Autonomous 
Region in Mongolia throughout centuries have 
designated specific locations to be “sacred 
snow leopard sites”.



Great Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps I I CR India Listed under the Schedule I of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972. Highest level of legal 
protection from hunting (prohibited to be hunted 
throughout India, except under threat to human 
life or in case of a disease that is beyond recovery)

Goverment of India, and also the regional 
goverments of the states of Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh

Local communities have access 
to the species as managers of 
the agricultural and shrub 
lands used by this species. 
Former hunters who 
traditionally targeted the 
species can also join in the 
project contributing with their 
knowledge skills.

Farmers are encouraged to apply agricultural 
methods that have a lesser impact on the viability of 
the species, namely through the support of organic 
farming and reducing intensive methods.
Developing non-protected sites of the species as 
Community Conserved Area (CCA)  with help of local 
communities, like Bishnoi, will be crucial for survival 
of the species in Thar desert.
Another example of engagement is through the 
training of locals to work as local guides. In 2015, a 
batch of 25 young men from 10 villages were selected 
for the nature guide training programme. Incentives 
to farmers and local people for giving information 
about the species and the support of eco-lodges and 
ecotourism activities is also being encouraged.
Other activities happening at Thar desert include for 
example: (i) increasing capacity of the State Forest 
Department to address poaching issues and set up 
anti-poaching teams involving local stakeholders; (ii) 
establishing a participatory monitoring network to 
engage people with conservation and gather crucial 
data on Great Indian Bustard status, range and 
threats; (iii) educating communities and raising 
awareness of government support available for 
sustainable livelihoods that are in line with 
conservation efforts.

There is no centralised database on impact of 
the undertaken measures but local 
communities in the Desert National Park region 
and also widely at the Rajasthan area are 
benefitting from current measures through: 
capacity building and newer income as tourist 
guides or by eco-lodges, according to some 
reports at least 10 initiatives working on birding 
have been established in the Rajasthan area. 
Organic farming and the use of traditional seed 
varieties also support farmers by adding 
economic value to their products.

Yes No No Several private funded projects are ongoing, plus 
Goverment led ones at Rajastan Area

NA https://forest.rajasthan.gov.in/content/raj/forest/en/foot
ernav/department-wings/project-great-indian-
bustard.html
https://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/priority_species/th
reatened_species/great_indian_bustard/
https://www.ristrust.org/blog-posts/the-great-indian-
bustard-project
https://sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/article/saving-the-
great-indian-bustard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_i2Bff1Vxs4


