
Key	threats	to	vultures:	
poisoning.	The	Spanish	case.



Poisoning	sources



Intentional	poisoning:	use	of	poisoned	baits

Poison	has	been	a	legal	and	social	
recognized	method	to	control	
predators	until	1983

The	poisoner	was	a professional



Lograr	una	reducción	significativa	del	
uso	ilegal	de	veneno	en	España



Legal	support	for	the	use	of	poison

An	obligation	
regulated	by	law



Media	support

ABC	Newspaper.	June	10,	1964



Illegal	poisoning	in	Spain:	Potential	drivers
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Main	substances	used
Molluscicides

Pesticides

Organochlorides

Others

Organophosphate/carbamate

Anticoagulants(rodentices)

Strychnine

Organophosphates

Carmates



Between	1992	and	2013	18.503	
animals	poisoned	were	collected.

The	actual	figure	may	reach	180,500	
animals	killed	by	poison	effects

Hunting	is	the	main	source	of	the	
poisoning	of	wildlife

Environmental	impact



Status	of	poisoning	in	Spain:	Environmental	impact

Poisoning	is	the	main	threat	of	all	vultures	species	in	Annex	I	of	
the	Birds	Directive:

Egyptian vulture:	278	(4,4%)

Black	vulture:	578	(9,2%)

Bearded	Vulture:	29	(0,5%)

Griffon vulture:	1576	(25%)



Unintended	poisoning:	Veterinary	drugs	threat

Diclofenac use	on	cattle	has	been	the	
main	cause	of	the	catastrophic	99%	
decline of	several	species	of	vultures	
in	South	Asia and has	recently	been	
found	to	affect	eagles	too

Veterinary diclofenac is	now	
commercially	available	in	at	least	
two	EU	countries:	Spain	and	Italy.



Possible	scenario for	the future

Type	of	
extensive	
livestock

Estimated	
number	of	
carcasses	not	
removed	in	
extensive	farms
(10%	of	all	
carcasses)

Carcasses	available	
containing	diclofenac	
(use	rate	of	1%	of	
total	extensive	
cottage)

Carcasses	available	
containing	diclofenac	
(use	rate	of	0,5	%	of	
total	extensive	
cottage)

Carcasses	available	
containing	diclofenac	
(use	rate	of	0,1	%	of	
total	extensive	
cottage)

Carcasses	available	
containing	diclofenac	
(diclofenac	in	16,500	
cows;	8118	under	
extensive	method)

Pig 11.220 112 56 11 0

Cattle 13.350 133 67 13 38

Annual	deaths	of	vultures	
assuming	an	ingestion	of	1.2	kg	/	
carrion	and	eating	parts	with	
higher	levels	diclofenac

1.974 994 193 494



Unintended	poisoning:	Lead

Predatory	and	scavenging	birds	are	at	risk	of	lead	poisoning	when	they	
inadvertently	ingest	lead	shot	or	fragmented	bullets	in	crippled	prey	
and	animal	carcases	or	discarded	viscera	

Harmful	levels	of	lead	exposure	and	poisoning	have	been	documented	
in	a	wide	range	of	predatory	and	scavenging	bird	species



• 2nd	meeting	of	the	ENEC	members	(Barcelona,6th	November	2015)
• Representation	from	20	EU	MS	,	ENPE,	EUFJE,	FACE	or	CMS
• This	workshop	adopted	a	“European	Action	Plan	to	prevent	risk	from	

poison-baits”
• The	Action	Plan	have	been	included	in	the	EU	Roadmap	towards	

eliminating	illegal	killing,	trapping	and	trade	of	birds

II	European	Workshop	on	Environmental	Crime:	
Wildlife	poisoning



Main	objective	of	the	Action	Plan	

1)	Improve	the	information	available	on	
the	use	and	impact	of	poisoned-baits

2)	Increase	prevention,	deterrence	and	
monitoring	of	cases	of	poisoning	of	
wildlife	in	the	countryside.	

3)	Increase	efficiency	in	the	pursuit	of	
illegal	use	of	poison,	according	to	the	
provisions	of	the	EU	legislation	and	the	
national	criminal	laws	of	each	Member	
State.	

4)	Controlling	the	use	of	toxic	substances	
in	the	preparation	of	poisoned-baits	

5)	Coordination	of	the	various	
stakeholders	involved	are	also	addressed	
in	the	document.	

The	document	proposes	a	series	of	measures	to	eradicate	the	use	of	poisoned-
baits	in	the	EU.	These	are	the	objectives:



More	information:
www.venenono.org

Follow	us	in	www.seo.org
David	de	la	Bodega	Zugasti
ddelabodega@seo.org

@David_Bodega



THANK	YOU!


