












Humpback whales (Appendix II) migrate between the North 
Atlantic and the Caribbean, where they breed. (© NOAA)

The Monarch butter� y is the only insect listed in the CMS 
Appendices. Its recorded range includes most of the countries of 

the Caribbean.

Several species of ray, including the reef manta ray, are listed in 
both CMS Appendices. (© Ahmed Abdul Rahman)

ground are needed to address the threats to 
migratory animals if we want to maintain their 
free movement across internati onal boundaries 
and conti nents, thereby ensuring that they 
conti nue to contribute to the health and proper 
functi oning of ecosystems and the well-being 
of human populati ons which depend on those 
animals for their livelihood. Such acti ons will 
require more research to understand the needs 
of those species; a multi tude of conservati on 
measures  on  the  ground,  directed  towards 
both the species and their habitats throughout 
their ranges; greatly increased awareness of the 
issues; and internati onal cooperati on between 
relevant agencies and decision-makers.

Many migratory species provide essenti al 
ecosystem services which in turn add to 
human well-being in practi cally all countries of 
the world. The conservati on and sustainable 
management of migratory species populati ons 
make especially important contributi ons to the 
wider aims of global sustainable development.

CMS is committ ed to the conservati on of 
migratory species and assists its Contracti ng 
Parti es towards achieving this very important 
goal.
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