
SHARKS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - NATIONAL

REPORTING 2018

FORMAT FOR NATIONAL REPORTS 

The purpose of this reporting format is to monitor the implementation of the Conservation Plan. Its structure is

therefore based on the five objectives of the Conservation Plan. 

The form aims to gather information on a species-specific level to the greatest extent possible. However, should

species-specific information not be available, Signatories may provide information on a general level.

I. General information

Year:

› 2018

Signatory:

› SAMOA

Report submitted by:

Name:

› Maria Satoa

Position:

› Principal Marine Conservation Officer

Institution:

› Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment

Address:

› Level 3, Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Efi Building (TATTE)

Sogi, Apia

SAMOA

Email:

› maria.satoa@mnre.gov.ws

Telephone:

› (+685) 67200

Website:

› www.mnre.gov.ws

Date of Submission:

› 2 November 2018

Contributors (if contributions were submitted by multiple entities):

› Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)
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II. Objectives of the Conservation Plan

Objective A: Improving understanding of migratory shark populations through

research, monitoring and information exchange

A 1. Which of these Annex I species are found in your waters?

☑ Alopias superciliosus

☑ Carcharhinus falciformis

☑ Alopias pelagicus

☑ Isurus oxyrinchus

☑ Manta alfredi

☑ Mobula japanica

☑ Mobula kuhlii

☑ Rhincodon typus

☑ Sphyrna lewini

☑ Sphyrna mokarran

A 2. Is your government compiling relevant data for improving understanding of migratory sharks

populations through research, monitoring and information exchange for species in Annex 1?

☑ Yes

Please choose all species for which your government is compiling data from the list below:

☑ Carcharhinus falciformis

☑ Rhincodon typus

Carcharhinus falciformis - please indicate for this species, for which aspects data are compiled and

provide details on research, initiatives, programmes and monitoring activities:

☑ Essential marine habitats

☑ Provide information about research, initiatives, and programmes etc.:

› As part of the ongoing efforts to protect sharks in Samoa, research into the population status of sharks was

conducted for the first time for 2 weeks at 2 identify sites on the southern side of Upolu Island in 2017. The

baseline surveys collected data using the Baited Remote Underwater Video System (BRUVS) method for

analysis of their abundance and distribution. It ended with a presentation of the preliminary results of the

research to interested partners and stakeholders. The research was in collaboration with SPREP, Australia

Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and funded by the Paul G. Allen

Foundation and Vulcan Inc, under the Global FinPrint Project.

Of importance, the research was not intended to target specific shark species but for any shark species

encountered in order to identify their diversity, abundance and distribution.

All the by-catch data from the Observer Program under the Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Agriculture &

Fisheries are reported in the WCPFC Annual Report 2016 (attached)

You have attached the following documents to this answer.

AR-CCM-21_SAMOA_PART_1.pdf  - annual report to the WCPFC

Rhincodon typus - please indicate for this species, for which aspects data are compiled and provide

details on research, initiatives, programmes and monitoring activities:

☑ Other

☑ Provide information about research, initiatives, and programmes etc.:

› These are opportunistic sighting during Whale and Dolphin surveys and are documented for their distribution

when they are encountered.

Objective B: 

Ensuring that directed and non-directed fisheries for shark are sustainable

B1. Are species listed in Annex I caught in your nation's waters (as target or incidental catch) and in what

quantity?

☑ Yes

Please select from the list below

☑ Carcharhinus falciformis

Carcharhinus falciformis

Please indicate for this species, the amount caught as targeted and/or incidental catch, the unit (e.g. kg,
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tons) and specification (e.g. dry, dressed, frozen):

☑ Incidental catch

For incidentally caught specimens, please provide details on their fate:

☑ Safe release alive

☑ Discard dead

B2. What management measures (please be as specific as possible) are in place for species llisted on

Annex 1 of the MoU, and when were they implemented?

☑ Management measures are in place

Please provide details

› The Marine Wildlife Protection Regulation 2009 (principal Regulation) as well as the the amended Regulation

2018.

B3. Has your country prohibited the taking of species listed in CMS Appendix I?

☑ Yes

Please describe protection measures and reasons for any exceptions made and provide references to

policy documents (legislation, management plans etc.).

› Prohibitions:

Any person who:

(a) commercially fishes specifically for sharks within the exclusive economic zone of Samoa; or

(b) has in possession, sells, receives, purchases, trades, import or export sharks, shark parts or products; or

(c) tranships any sharks, shark parts or products; or

(d) has retained any shark by-catch, whether dead or alive; or

(e) uses wire leaders or wire trace and/or shark lines; or

(f) has on-board or stores on-board a fishing vessel any shark or, shark parts/products; or

(g) catches, captures or intentionally engages in fishing for sharks to remove shark fins,

commits an offence and shall be liable upon conviction to a fine and penalty of 500 – 1,000 penalty units or

imprisonment of not less than 3 years.

Exemption:

It is not an offence if;

(a) a shark is killed for the purpose of protecting humans; or

(b) a citizen of Samoa takes or catches a shark using non-motorised fishing vessels for non-commercial

purposes, unless it is a shark species listed as protected.

Refer to attached Regulations under PART IV SHARKS

You have attached the following documents to this answer.

Marine_Wildlife_Protection_Amendment_Regulations_2018_(Signed).pdf  - amendment regulations 2018

Objective C: 

Ensuring to the extent practicable the protection of critical habitats and migration

corridors and critical life stages of sharks

C1. Does your country protect habitats of species listed on Annex 1 of the MoU?

☑ Yes

Please describe the measures taken to protect the area, at which time the area was protected and the size

of the area.

› Samoa is a Shark Sanctuary that covers the EEZ (128,000 sq.km) established in 2018.

All shark species are protected under the Regulation and within the Shark Sanctuary.

Objective D:

Increasing public awareness of threats to sharks and their habitats, and enhance

public participation in conservation activities

D1. Is your government taking steps to improve public knowledge on migratory sharks?

☑ Yes

Please select from the options below, on which aspects your government is raising awareness and provide

further details as appropriate in the text boxes:

☑ A - Sharks importance in the ecosystem

☑ B - Threats to sharks

☑ C - Threats to marine and coastal habitats
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☑ D - This Memorandum of Understanding

☑ E - International conservation policies regarding sharks
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III. Please provide any additional information relevant to the

Conservation Plan for species listed on Annex 1, or in general,

provide any information about what you know about sharks in your

waters.

Please describe:

›  Education and Public Awareness

• Six community consultation workshops on Sharks were completed in March 2017 (report attached).

• Two (2) fact sheets on sharks and one (1) shark children's story book “The Adventures of Shark Stanley &

Friends” by the Pew Charitable Trust have been translated into Samoan. The fact sheets are on the

importance of sharks, and the need for shark compliance.

The children’s story book in Samoan called “O le tafaoga a le malie o Sitū ma ana Uō”, was launched during

the national commemoration of the International Day for Biological Diversity on 27 June 2018, in partnership

with SPREP. The story is about the journey of sharks and the threats they encounter on the way such as

plastics, overfishing and how we can help protect sharks from these threats.

• Shark awareness campaign – Two side events were hosted at two different sites in Upolu island during the

national Alo Paopao festival in August 2017, to raise awareness of the general public on the importance of

sharks. There were interactive activities for both adults and children, to learn more about sharks and why

they’ve become threatened. People were also asked to pledge for the protection of sharks. The campaign was

in collaboration with SPREP, Conservation International (CI) and Samoa Conservation Society (SCS).

Link: https://www.sprep.org/news/150-people-pledge-protect-sharks-alo-paopao-paddling-festival

• Regular educational presentations were undertaken for science students of the National University of Samoa

(NUS) to understand more about one of the most misunderstood species, the sharks. This is a continuous

partnership with the Institution to raise the educational capacity and awareness of the students and

potentially encourage them towards an environmentalist and conservationist based career path.

• The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment conducted a total of 11 nationwide district level

community awareness on the Marine Wildlife Protection Amendment Regulations 2018 from 30 April to 17 May

2018. The awareness aims to address new and emerging issues and to strengthen conservation and

management measures for the protection of whales, dolphins, turtles and sharks. Thus, the community

awareness was the opportunity to raise the awareness of the people on the amended regulations currently in

place and remind them of the importance of these species to our ecosystem, economy and our culture. This

was made possible with the financial support of the UNDP and co-financing from SPREP.

• Awareness and educational videos clips were produced and aired on national television stations on the:

- importance of sharks on the marine ecosystem, and

- the importance of sharks on the economy and Samoa’s culture as well as the threats they face (English and

Samoan).

> International Cooperation

• Pacific Ministerial Shark Symposium, 1 – 2 March 2018

- The Government of Samoa, with support from the Pew Charitable Trusts, Paul G. Allen Philanthropies and

Global FinPrint Project, and SPREP; hosted a Pacific Ministerial Shark Symposium on 1 and 2 March 2018. The

meeting was attended by 10 Pacific countries in support of the Blue Pacific concept adopted at the Pacific

Islands Forum in 2017. The Ministerial Declaration from the meeting included: a call prohibiting the import and

export of shark products, increased collaboration and information sharing to ensure strict compliance with

conservation measures, encouragement for the creation of further shark sanctuaries, development of

measures to reduce lethal by-catch, development of best practice standards for ecotourism, and

encouragement to be more active in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

Link https://www.sprep.org/news/samoa-hosts-pacific-ministerial-shark-symposium

> Protection of migratory species, conservation measures

• National Enforcement Workshop

- The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment facilitated a national enforcement workshop for key

stakeholders and representatives of communities on the 27 and 28 February 2018, which highlighted the

Marine Wildlife Protection Amendment Regulations 2018. The workshop focused mainly on raising the

awareness on provisions for Sharks in order to equip participants with a stronger understanding of the

importance of sharks and rays in our marine ecosystems, to our economy, and also our culture but also

importantly, are the conservation measures that regulate the commercial fishing and trade of all shark and

ray species in Samoa. It was a call for a more holistic approach through joined efforts among various

government agencies, key stakeholders and communities in strengthening the implementation, enforcement

and compliance of the shark sanctuary provisions at the national level.

Link: https://www.mnre.gov.ws/enforcing-shark-and-ray-protection-in-samoa/

• National Shark Sanctuary

- The Government of Samoa hosted a special event on 1 March 2018 during the Pacific Ministerial Shark

Symposium in which the Prime Minister of Samoa, officially announced Samoa’s national shark sanctuary

throughout its EEZ. Links: https://www.sprep.org/news/samoa-establishes-sanctuary-sharks-and-rays-its-

national-waters
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Pacific.htm

• National Marine Sanctuary

- In March 2018, Samoa joined 16 other countries in establishing a National Marine Sanctuary to protect,

conserve and sustainably managed turtles, sharks, whales and dolphins throughout the Exclusive Economic

Zone (EEZ).

> Administrative, Institutional and Legislative/Policy measures

The Marine Wildlife Protection Regulation 2009 underwent review and amendment to ensure that it addresses

new and emerging issues and to strengthen conservation and management measures for the protection of

whales, dolphins, turtles and sharks:

• After much nationwide awareness and consultation with the communities and key stakeholders, the national

Marine Wildlife Protection Amendment Regulations 2018 was officially endorsed by the Head of State on 1

March 2018.

You have attached the following documents to this answer.

Shark-Awareness-Community-Consultation-Report-FINAL.pdf  - Shark awareness community consultation report
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IV. Have you identified any gaps or needs in the field of research,

capacity-building, training, data collection etc. relevant to the

conservation of Annex 1 species?

Please describe:

› - Fisheries data on sharks are obtained mainly through observer programs, market and port landings and

roadside surveys. In mid-2017 for the first time in Samoa, a baseline study on the abundance and diversity of

sharks and ray was conducted using baited remote underwater video systems (BRUVS). The research was

carried out in only two sites in Upolu Island mainly in the lagoon areas and the reef slopes;

thus, the findings are an insignificant representation for Samoa as a whole (full report is yet to be published).

There may be plenty research been conducted on sharks in other parts of the world but is not the case for

Samoa. There is still very limited research and information on sharks in our waters especially on their

abundance and diversity, also on identifying areas of feeding grounds and hotspots as well as refuges so that

appropriate protection and conservation measures are prioritized in these areas.

There is a need for further research using BRUVS to cover other marine areas of Samoa as well as thorough

training on the analysis of data.

- There is a need for thorough training on the identification of shark species which is important for data

collection and reporting on species specific cases for sharks listed under Annex 1, but also for ease of

compliance and enforcement with national regulations.

- There is a need to continue to raise the awareness of the general public via media outlets such as television

ads and notices as well as radio talk back shows. In addition, is the installation of signboard to inform various

travelers and the general public to continue to raise the awareness that the waters of Samoa is a sanctuary

for sharks.
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