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12 November 2015

Dr. Bradnee Chambers
Executive Secretary

UNEP/CMS Secretariat
United Nations Campus
Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10
53113 Bonn, Germany

Subiect:

IFAW Application for Cooperating Partner Status with
CMS Sharks MoU

Dear Dr. Chambers:

| am writing on behalf of the International Fund for Animal Welfare
(IFAW) to express our intent to become a Cooperating Partner to the
Sharks Memorandum of Understanding (Mol) of the Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, in accordance
with paragraph 30 of the Mou.

Since the Sharks MOU entered into force, and with our expertise and
refationships, IFAW has started to support the implementation of this
MOU through:

A

Encouraging and assisting relevant governments to join the
Shark MOU and CMS and, where feasibie, to increase the
number of signatories. One of the success stories was the
signing of nine Arab countries on the Shark MoU in February
2014 at the regional capacity building workshop.

Holding in cooperation with CMS several regional capacity
building workshops in order to help improve shark
conservation, especially in the Middle East. This included both
education and awareness raising but also training in
international  fishery  management and  particularly
impiementation and enforcement of new legislation to
accommodate the recent CITES listings on sharks.

Working with countries on potential new listings of threatened
shark species in CMS and CITES.

www.ifaw.org
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D. Publishing, in cooperation with CMS, the Sharks Guide in the
Arabian Seas {May 2014).

E. Helping, assisting and supporting improved cooperation with
governments.,

IFAW reaffirms its commitment to enhance the efforts highlighted above and
10 support the relevant activities and events for the future.

Furthermore, IFAW nominates Dr. Akram Eissa Darwich, Programme Manager,
IFAW MENA office, as a Focal Point of the Cooperating Partner Status with
CMS Sharks Mou.

We thank you very much for the opportunity to become a Cooperating Partner
and look forward to hearing from you.

Yours Sincerely,

- < = -
- r——

Arzedine 7. Downes
President and CEO
IFAW - International Fund for Animal Welfare
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Dr. Bradnee Chambers 26 October 2015
Executive Secretary

UNEP/CMS Secretariat

United Nations Campus

Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10

53113 Bonn, Germany

Dear Dr. Chambers:
Re: Project AWARE Application for Cooperating Partner Status with CMS Sharks MoU

| am writing to re-iterate Project AWARE’s sincere interest in becoming a Cooperating Partner to the
UNEP/CMS Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks, as described in
Paragraph 30 of the MoU, and originally expressed by us in August of 2012. (See enclosures)

Project AWARE Foundation - an international NGO with offices in Australia, the UK and the U.S. work with
scuba divers on two critical issues: sharks and rays in peril and marine debris. We are deeply committed to
conservation of migratory sharks, the Sharks MoU, and the implementation of the Conservation Plan.

Project AWARE is consistently advocating for national, regional and global management and conservation
actions that heed all available scientific advice for limiting shark and ray catches; fully protecting these
species listed as Endangered or Critically Endangered by the IUCN; setting precautionary fishing limits
(where no advice exists) and ensuring all sharks are landing with fins naturally attached.

Project AWARE has engaged thousands of scuba divers globally in shark and ray conservation, not only
through advocacy related to CITES, CMS or RFMOs but also through local efforts such as training and
education programs. We remain committed to working with the Sharks MoU Secretariat, the MoU
Signatories, CMS Parties, partner NGOs, and other entities to see the protections afforded to the migratory
sharks and rays under CMS Appendices and the measures outlined in the Conservation Plan are
implemented nationally and regionally.

As with the 1 Meeting of the Signatories to the MoU, Ms. Ania Budziak, Project AWARE’s Associate
Director, Programs will be attending the 2"¢ Meeting taking place in Costa Rica, February 2016. Ms. Budziak
would be honored, and is hereby authorized, to undertake any formal process required for Project AWARE
to become a Cooperating Partner to the Sharks MoU while she represents our organization at the meeting.
Yours sincerely,

Tijo—"

Tiffany Leite

Director
PROJECT Americas - Asia Pacific ) Europe, Middle East & Africa
AWARE 30151 Tomas, Suite 200 . Unit 3,4 Skyline Place : The Pavilions
FOUNDATION Rancho Santa Margarita : Frenchs Forest, NSW 2086 Bridgwater Road, Bristol BS13 8AE
CA 92688-2151 USA ' Australia ' United Kingdom
phone: +1 949 858 7657 : phone: +61 2 9454 2890 i phone: +44 117 300 7313
fax: +1 949 267 1221 ' fax: +61 2 9454 2999 : fax: +44 117 971 0400

information@projectaware.org ' info@projectaware.org.au ' info@projectaware.org.uk
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Ms Elizabeth Maruma Mrema
Executive Secretary
UNEP/CMS Secretariat
United Nations Campus
Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10
53113 Bonn, Germany

22 September 2012
Dear Ms Mrema:
Re: Project AWARE Foundation and the CMS MoU on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks

| am writing to express the sincere interest of Project AWARE Foundation in becoming a Cooperating
Partner to the CMS Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks (MoU).

Project AWARE Foundation, an international nonprofit organization with offices in Australia, UK and
US working with scuba divers on two critical issues: sharks in peril and marine debris, is deeply
committed to conservation of migratory sharks and the principles and measures of the MoU. We
have been proud to add our voice to a call for CMS protections for mantas at CoP10 and have
welcomed the Appendix | and Il listings for the Giant Manta Ray. Most recently, we have sponsored
an IUCN motion on the Conservation and Management of Mako Sharks, overwhelmingly adopted by
the IUCN assembly on 15 September 2012. Inter alia, the motion “encourages all fishing nations and
entities, particularly Parties to CMS, to support implementation of the CMS MoU for Migratory
Sharks, including development of regional conservation plans as appropriate for listed species.”
Finally, as a steering committee member of the Shark Alliance for the past six years, we have shown
an unwavering commitment to ending the unacceptable practice of finning by working towards an
EU wide fins attached policy with no exceptions.

Ms Ania Budziak, our Associate Director for Science and Policy, is attending the First Meeting of
Signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks taking
place in Bonn September 24™-27", 2012.

Given Project AWARE Foundation’s commitment to date, we would be honored to sign onto the
MoU as a Cooperating Partner. Ms Budziak would be pleased, and is hereby authorized as an
executive of Project AWARE Foundation, to undertake any formal process required while in Bonn.

Yours sincerely,

R A

Alex S. Earl
Executive Director
alex.earl@projectaware.org

PROJECT 30151 Tomas, Ste 200 phone: +1 949 858 7657
AWARE Rancho Santa Margarita, CA :  fax: +1 949 267 1221
FOUNDATION 92688-2125 USA www.projectaware.org
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Dr. Bradnee Chambers TRUST

Executive Secretary

UNEP/CMS Secretariat

United Nations Campus

Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10

53113 Bonn, Germany

26 October 2015
Dear Dr Chambers
The Shark Trust's application for Cooperating Partner Status with the CMS Sharks MoU.

| am writing to express the Shark Trust's interest in becoming a Cooperating Partner to the
UNEP/CMS Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Species as described
in paragraph 30 of the MoU, and originally expressed at the 2012 meeting of the CMS MoU in Bonn.

The Shark Trust was established in the UK in 1997 as a body to represent sharks, skates, rays and
chimaera to the public, industry and policy makers. A membership organisation, the Trust is
dedicated to advancing the worldwide conservation of all chondrichthyans through science,
education, influence and action.

The Shark Trust is a globally respected advocate for conservation and sustainably managed fisheries
and sits at the centre of a network of stakeholders and members at UK, EU and global levels,
undertaking a wide range of high profile projects and campaigns across policy, stakeholder
engagement, public engagement and citizen science.

The Shark Trust was one of the founder members of the European Elasmobranch Association (EEA)
and provides its Secretariat. It was also a founder and highly active member of the successful EU
Shark Alliance campaign (2006-2013) and continues to successfully collaborate with organisations
associated to the Alliance and more widely on Regional Fisheries Management Organisations
(RFMOs) and Multilateral Environmental Agreement (MEA) activities. The Trust is committed to the
conservation of migratory species, the sharks MoU, and the implementation of the Conservation Plan.

Ms Ali Hood, Director of Conservation for the Shark Trust hopes to attend the second meeting of the
CMS Sharks MoU in Costa Rica. Ms Hood is authorised to undertake any formal process required for
the Trust to become a Cooperating Partner to the CMS MoU while at the 2016 meeting.

We look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Yours sincerely

e

Paul Cox
Managing Director

The Shark Trust



November 15, 2015

Andrea Pauly SHARK
UNEP / CMS Secretariat ADVOCATES

United Nations Premises INTERNATIONAL
Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1
53113 Bonn, Germany

Dear Ms. Pauly:

On behalf of Shark Advocates International (SAI), I am writing to confirm our interest in becoming a
Cooperating Partner for the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on Migratory Sharks and the corresponding Conservation Plan, in line with paragraph 30 of the MoU.

I founded SAI as a project of The Ocean Foundation in 2010 based on my two decades of experience in shark
conservation (gained while representing the US based Ocean Conservancy and EU based Shark Alliance).
The main goal of SAl is to advance sound, science-based conservation policies for sharks and rays.

SAI is committed to actively engaging in shark and ray policy development, in collaboration with leading
shark scientists and key governments. We strive to accurately communicate the plight of sharks to the media
and the public, and channel resulting concern into concrete conservation actions. SAI takes pride in solid
relationships with representatives from a diverse array of stakeholders including other conservation groups,
animal welfare organizations, aquariums, diving associations, and fishermen.

As you may recall, I participated in the development of the Sharks MoU and Conservation Plan. At the 2008
CMS Conference of Parties (CoP), I promoted the listing of spiny dogfish, makos, and porbeagles. SAI
advocated for the CMS listing for the giant manta ray at the 2011 CoP, and the addition of numerous shark
and ray species to the Appendices in 2014. I have also participated in Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) meetings since 1997, representing SAI at the 2010 and 2013 CoPs.

SAI holds seats on most advisory panels relevant to US domestic fishery regulations for Atlantic
elasmobranchs, including spiny dogfish, makos, and porbeagles, as well as basking, white, and whale sharks.
[ also actively participate in meetings of the world’s Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs),
maintaining appointments to US advisory committees regarding the International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO).

Given this focus and expertise, I believe SAI is well placed to contribute to the implementation of the CMS
Sharks MoU, particularly the Conservation Plan’s activities aimed at increasing public awareness and
participation, and ensuring sustainable shark fishing. Please note that, if SAl is selected, I would serve as focal
point, while any partnership agreements would be signed by representatives from The Ocean Foundation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sonja Fordham
President

A project of The Ocean Foundation * 1320 19" Street, NW Fifth Floor * Washington, DC 20036
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14™ October 2015

To whom it may concern,

Hereby, The Manta Trust would like to express our interest in becoming a Cooperating Partner to the
Sharks Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals, in accordance with paragraph 30 of the MoU.

The Manta Trust takes a multidisciplinary approach to the worldwide conservation of mobulid rays
(manta and mobula rays) and their habitat through robust science and research, while raising awareness
and providing education to the general public and community stakeholders alike. With projects in over
18 countries we have established strong relationships with a vast number of scientific and government
institutions, and are working closely together with local researchers and communities. Throughout our
network we focus on collaborating and streamlining activities that are crucial for advancing the research
and conservation of these species, and can therefore assist in implementing activities listed under the
MoU obijectives.

Our network includes projects in several critical range states for manta and mobula rays, such as India,
Sri Lanka and Indonesia, which are recognised as the largest mobulid ray fishing nations. Our research
teams in these countries have gathered extensive knowledge and data that will be useful for supporting
and informing any work conducted under the MoU objectives.

The Manta Trust is able to provide advice for conducting workshops on manta and mobula ray research
and conservation, and can establish the necessary contacts if expert knowledge related to any issues
regarding these species is required. We have developed training materials for mobulid gill plate
identification, an Indo-Pacific mobulid guide, and are currently working on a Global Mobulid
Identification Guide Project that includes the generation of a field guide, which might be useful for any
trainings conducted by the Secretariat.

We thank you very much for the opportunity to become a Cooperating Partner, and look forward to
hear from youl!

Kind regards

//] sy
/ =1 7
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Guy Stevens
Chief Executive / Founder | Manta Trust
guy@mantatrust.org | www.mantatrust.org

CONSERVATION THROUGH RESEARCH, AWARENESS AND EDUCATION
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WCS

Mr. Bradnee Chambers

Executive Secretary

Convention on Migratory Species

UNEP / CMS Secretariat

Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1

53113 Bonn

Germany

Email: cms.secretariat{@.cms.int
andrea.pauly(cms.int

28 October 2015

Re: Cooperating Partnership with CMS MoU on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks

Dear Mr. Chambers,

I am writing on behalf of the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) to confirm our organization’s interest in si gning, as
a Cooperating Partner organization, the CMS Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory
Sharks, in accordance with paragraph 30 of the MOU.

Established in 1895, WCS saves wildlife and wild places worldwide through science, conservation action, education,
and inspiring people to value nature. WCS envisions a world where wildlife thrives in healthy lands and seas, valued by
societies that embrace and benefit from the diversity and integrity of life on earth. Headquartered at the Bronx Zoo in
New York, USA, WCS conducts over 500 wildlife research and conservation projects worldwide in more than 60
countries. These include a growing portfolio of marine projects in the waters of more than 20 countries and all five of
the world’s oceans that are increasingly focused on effective management of capture fisheries and marine protected
areas (MPAs) and the long-term conservation of marine megafauna, including cetaceans, marine turtles, pinnipeds,
sharks and rays.

WCS has a relatively long history in shark conservation. We supported the first-ever research into the Hong Kong shark
fin market, assisted implementation of the FAQO International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of
Sharks (IPOA-Sharks), provided technical support and advocacy to international policy efforts to conserve sharks and
rays, such as through CMS, CITES, and UN Regional Seas Conventions, and initiated ecological and fisheries
monitoring programs for sharks and rays in several countries where we work, most notably Belize, Fiji, Gabon, and
Indonesia. Our current shark and ray portfolio incorporates field research, conservation and management planning,
capacity-building, outreach and awareness, and national and international shark policy in numerous countries and
regions around the world. Our New York Aquarium, which welcomes more than 750,000 per vyear, is completing a
flagship Ocean Wonders: Sharks! exhibit that will educate and inspire the public to become better stewards of these
animals and their habitats.

WCS has prioritized sharks and rays as one of six priority species groups (along with elephants, apes, big cats,

cetaceans, and tortoises and freshwater turtles) in our new strategic WCS:2020 strategic plan, thus committing our

entire organization to the conservation of these fishes. Recognizing the global distribution of these fishes and of
evilian

CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS WORLDWIDIS o WWW.WCSORG
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marny individual species, as well as the ubiquitous threat of overfishing, we have recently partnered with several other
NGOs in developing a global strategy for shark and ray conservation and a global initiative to shepherd its
implementation, which we expect to guide not only our own organizations’ efforts but those of many others in seeking
to reverse the decline of these species.

We see enormous potential for synergy between WCS's efforts on behalf of sharks and rays and those of the CMS
Sharks MOU and look forward to the opportunity to explore possibilities with you, your staff, and your country
signatories in the coming months and at the February 2016 MOS2 meeting in Costa Rica.

oln G. Robinson, Ph.D
Executive Vice President,
Conservation and Science

and Chief Conservation Officer
Wildlife Conservation Society



