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MEETING REPORT 
 
 
1. Opening remarks and introductions 
 
The Executive Secretary, Amy Fraenkel explained that as the newly composed Standing Committee 
had not yet elected its officers, she would preside over the meeting as foreseen in the rules of 
procedure. 
 
As the new Standing Committee was meeting for the first time, Ms Fraenkel read out a list of the 
Parties that had been elected or re-elected as full members or alternates.  She explained that 
Germany as depositary and India as host of COP13 would also serve on the Committee as would 
the host country of COP14 as soon as it was confirmed.  She conducted a tour de table so that the 
members could introduce themselves.  A full list of participants at the meeting can be found in Annex 
1.  
 
The required quorum of members had been reached despite several of the newly elected full 
members of the Committee not being present; they were represented by alternates.   
 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
 
The agenda and list of documents as presented in document UNEP/CMS/StC51/Doc.2.1 was 
adopted. 
 
3. Elections of officials to fill the posts of Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Standing 

Committee for 2020-2023 
 
Ms Fraenkel said that one nomination had been received proposing that India serve as Chair of the 
Standing Committee.  There being neither any other nominations nor objections, India was duly 
elected. 
 
No nominations had been received for the post of Vice-Chair.  Ms Fraenkel invited nominations from 
the floor. 
 
Uganda (Alternate Member for Africa) nominated Algeria, confirming that Algeria, which was not 
present, was willing to serve. 
 
The list of members of the Standing Committee for 2020-2023 can be found in Annex 2 
 
4. Elections of the members of the Finance and Budget Sub-Committee 
 
Ms Fraenkel explained that the Finance and Budget Sub-Committee comprised five members, one 
from each of the CMS regions.  The role of the Sub-Committee was to assist oversee all financial 
matters and advise the Executive Secretary on the conduct of the Convention’s budget. 
 
Ms Fraenkel called upon each region in turn to nominate its member of the Sub-Committee. 
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For the African region, Uganda nominated Kenya, confirming that the nominee, which was not 
present, was willing to serve.  For the Asian region, Uzbekistan nominated Saudi Arabia.  For South 
and Central America and the Caribbean, Costa Rica nominated Uruguay.  New Zealand as the sole 
representative of its region would represent Oceania.  France (Alternate Member for Europe) pointed 
out that two of the region’s three full members were not present and therefore suggested informing 
the Secretariat of Europe’s nominee after consultations had taken place. 
  
Ms Fraenkel said that the Sub-Committee needed to elect a new chair, as this role had been fulfilled 
by Mongolia in the previous triennium; Mongolia had now rotated off the Standing Committee.  In the 
absence of any nominations, it was agreed that the election of a chair would be followed up 
intersessionally. 
 
5. Dates and venue of 52nd meeting of the Standing Committee 

 
Ms Fraenkel pointed out that the intersessional period between COP13 and COP14 would be 
unusually long, if, as expected, COP14 was held as was customary, towards the end of the third 
year of the triennium.  Some thought had been given at the 49th meeting of the Standing Committee 
to the timing of the subsidiary bodies of the Convention, bearing in mind operational requirements, 
timetabling concerns and budgetary considerations.  No decisions had been made, as it was thought 
more appropriate to let the newly constituted Standing Committee consider the options.  
 
Different options had been devised for scheduling meetings of the Standing Committee and the 
Sessional Committee of the Scientific Council throughout the intersessional period 2020-23 
schedule, with the assumption that COP14 would take place in late 2023. 
 
The first option for the Standing Committee foresaw three rather than two intersessional meetings, 
taking place in late 2020, late 2021 and late 2022.  Option 2 foresaw two meetings, with StC52 taking 
place in early 2021 and StC53 taking place in late 2022. Option 2 ensured that meetings were spaced 
out evenly across the intersessional period, avoided clashes with other biodiversity-related meetings 
and reduced pressure on the CMS budget, but would mean that there would be no intersessional 
meeting of the Standing Committee in late 2020. 

 
Three options were considered for the Sessional Committee of the Scientific Council (ScC-SC).  The 
first foresaw ScC-SC5 taking place in late 2020, no meeting in 2021, ScC-SC6 taking place in mid-
2022 and ScC-SC7 in mid-2023.  This would lead to timing clashes with the COP of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) and increase pressures on the CMS budget.  The second option also 
foresaw three meetings of the Sessional Committee, but with different timings, namely early 2021, 
mid-2022 and mid-2023.  The third option foresaw only two meetings, one in late 2020 and a second 
in mid-2023, and this would require more intersessional work. 

 
Saudi Arabia, Costa Rica, New Zealand and France expressed a preference for the second options 
for both the Standing Committee and the ScC-SC. 
 
The Seychelles pointed out that with so many members of the Standing Committee being new, it 
would be preferable for its next meeting to be held sooner rather than later.  

 
Germany said that budgetary considerations should be taken into account.  Timing clashes with the 
CBD COP and CITES Standing Committee should be avoided. 

 
Ms Fraenkel added that the United Nations Biodiversity Summit was scheduled to take place in New 
York in the autumn of 2020. 
 
Uganda favoured option 2 and expressed the view that the decision should not be deferred. 
 
Ms Fraenkel asked whether the meeting wanted to make a decision immediately or consult further. 
 



UNEP/CMS/StC51/Meeting Report 

 

3 

New Zealand thought that the views of the Scientific Council should be sought on how it felt it could 
best deal with its workload. 
 
Ms Fraenkel said that there was a clear consensus on Option 2 for the Standing Committee.  A 
meeting of the ScC-SC in mid-2023 was common to all three options, leaving open just the question 
of having one or two further meetings of the ScC-SC. The Secretariat would consult further. 
  
With regard to the hosting of the 14th session of the Conference of the Parties, some expressions of 
interest had been received but no firm offers had been made.  The Convention’s rules stated that 
the hosts of the next COP should be identified within 180 days of the conclusion of the previous one. 
 
The Secretariat stood ready to provide details of the requirements to any Party interested in hosting 
the COP and the members of the Standing Committee were asked to help identify suitable 
candidates. 
 
6. Any other business 
 
No items were raised under this agenda point. 
 
7. Concluding remarks 
 
Ms Fraenkel expressed her thanks to the members of the newly constituted Committee and that she 
was looking forward to working with them over the next triennium.  The meeting concluded at 18:07.
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ANNEX 1 

 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
 
 

MEMBERS AND ALTERNATE MEMBERS 
 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

AFRICA 

SEYCHELLES (Alternate)  

Frauke FLEISCHER-DOGLEY Chief Executive Officer 

Seychelles Islands Foundation 

ceo@sif.sc 

UGANDA (Alternate) 

Barirega AKANKWASAH Head of Wildlife Conservation Department 

Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities 

akankwasah@gmail.com 

Robert BALUKU Principal, Department of Wildlife Conservation 

Uganda Wildlife Research and Training 
Institute 

robbaluku@gmail.com 

Edgar BUHANGA Deputy Director, Planning Monitoring and 
Research 

Uganda Wildlife Authority 

buhanga.edgar@ugandawildlife.org 

Katabarwa Peace JOVITA Principal Personal Secretary, Finance and 
Administration 

Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities 

kata_peace@yahoo.co.uk 

Doreen Sliver KATUSIIME Permanent Secretary  

Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities 

dskatusiime@gmail.com 
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Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

ZIMBABWE (Alternate) 

Patience GANDIWA Director International Conservation Affairs 

Parks and Wildlife Management Authority 

pgandiwa@zimparks.org.zw 

Roseline Lilian MANDISODZA Chief Ecologist 

Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management 
Authority 

mandisodzar@gmail.com 

Fulton MANGWANYA Director General 

Parks and Wildlife Management Authority 

fmangwanya@zimparks.org.zw 

Geoffreys MATIPANO Deputy Director General Conservation 

Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management 
Authority 

gmatipano@yahoo.com 

   

ASIA 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Tareq ALQAHTANI Fisheries Researcher 

Saudi Wildlife Authority 

t.alqahtani@swa.gov.sa 

Mohammed AL SHAMLAN Director International Cooperation Department 

Saudi Wildlife Authority 

alshamlan@swa.gov.sa 

Abdullah HAKAMI Director of Permits Department 

Saudi Wildlife Authority 

Abdullah.hk@swa.gov.sa 

Mohammed SHOBRAK Consultant 

Saudi Wildlife Authority 

shobrak@saudibirds.org 

Hany TATWANY Vice President 

Saudi Wildlife Authority 

hany.tatwany@swa.gov.sa 
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Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

UZBEKISTAN 

Alisher YUNUSOV Head of Protection and Use of Animal World 
Division 

State Committee on Ecology and 
Environmental Protection 

alicom85@mail.ru 

   

EUROPE 

ITALY 

Elisabetta RAGANELLA PELLICCIONI Researcher 

Italian National Institute for Environmental 
Protection and Research 

elisabetta.raganellapelliccioni@isprambiente.it 

CROATIA (Alternate) 

Ivana JELENIC Ministry of Environment and Energy ivana.jelenic@mzoe.hr 

Vida POSAVEC VUKELIC Ministry of Environment and Energy vida.posavecvukelic@mzoe.hr 

Tamara CIMBORA ZOVKO Ministry of Environment and Energy tamara.cimborazovko@mzoe.hr 

FRANCE (Alternate) 

François LAMARQUE Ministry for the Ecological and Inclusive 
Transition 

francois.lamarque@developpement-
durable.gouv.fr 

SWITZERLAND (Alternate) 

Sabine HERZOG Federal Office for the Environment sabine.herzog@bafu.admin.ch 

Reinhard SCHNIDRIG Federal Office for the Environment reinhard.schnidrig@bafu.admin.ch 
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SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA & CARIBBEAN 

PANAMA 

Carmen Yineth MEDINA GONZALEZ Biodiversity Technician 

National Environmental Authority 

cmedina@miambiente.gob.pa 

URUGUAY 

Marcel CALVAR AGRELO Technical Advisor 

Ministry of Housing, Territorial Planning and 
Environment 

mcalvar@mvotma.gub.uy 

COSTA RICA (Alternate) 

Gina CUZA JONES Ministry of Environment, Energy and 
Telecommunications 

gina.cuza@sinac.go.cr 

PERU (Alternate) 

Jessica Gálvez DURAND BESNARD National Forestry Service jgalvez@serfor.gob.pe 

Doris RODRIGUEZ GUZMAN National Forestry Service drodriguez@serfor.gob.pe 

   

OCEANIA 

NEW ZEALAND  

Alexandra MACDONALD Senior International Advisor 

Department of Conservation 

almacdonald@doc.govt.nz 
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DEPOSITARY 

 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

GERMANY 

Oliver SCHALL CMS Focal Point 

Federal Ministry for the Environment 

Oliver.schall@bmu.bund.de 

 
 

 
HOST COP13 

 
 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

INDIA 

Soumitra DASGUPTA Inspector General of Forest 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change 

igfwl-mef@nic.in 

Rakesh Kumar JAGENIA Deputy Inspector General of Forest 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change 

jagenia.rakesh@gmail.com 

Roy Philipose THOMAS Consultant, Wildlife Division 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change 

kurichiyathroy@gmail.com 

Gopinath RAJAMANICKKAM Joint Director, Wildlife Division 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change 

jd-wl@nic.in  

 

mailto:Oliver.schall@bmu.bund.de


UNEP/CMS/StC51/Meeting Report/Annex 1 

 

9 

 
OBSERVERS 

 
PARTIES 

 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

ARGENTINA 

Renato MORALES Ministry of Foreign Affairs rtx@mrecic.gov.ar 

HUNGARY 

Zoltan CZIRAK Ministry of Agriculture zoltan.cyirak@am.gov.hu 

Levente KŐRÖSI Ministry of Agriculture levente.korosi@am.gov.hu 

SWEDEN 

Melanie JOSEFSSON Environmental Protection Agency melanie.josefsson@naturvardsverket.se 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

Hamdah ALASLAI Ministry of Climate Change and Environment haalaslai@moccae.gov.ae 

Maitha ALMHEIRI Ministry of Climate Change and Environment maalmheiri@moccae.gov.ae 

Ali Hassan Saeed Mohammed ALHMOUDI Fujairah Municipality a-h-alhmmoudi@hotmail.com 

Mohammed ALREMEITHI Environment Agency Abu Dhabi Mohammed.AlRemeithi@ead.gov.ae 

Saoud BADAAM Dubai Municipality Sfbadaam@dm.gov.ae 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Kristopher BLAKE Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 

kristopher.blake@defra.gov.uk 

mailto:zoltan.cyirak@am.gov.hu
mailto:melanie.josefsson@naturvardsverket.se
mailto:Mohammed.AlRemeithi@ead.gov.ae
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Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

Donna MACKAY Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 

Donna.Mackay@defra.gov.uk 

Alison PRINCE Joint Nature Conservation Committee alison.littlewood@jncc.gov.uk 

Richard THOMPSON Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 

richard.thompson2@defra.gov.uk 

James WILLIAMS Joint Nature Conservation Committee james.williams@jncc.gov.uk 

 
 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

CITES 

Tom DE MEULENAER Chief, Scientific Services tom.demulenaer@un.org 

UNEP 

Rami ABDEL-MALIK Programme Management Officer Rami.abdel-malik@un.org 

UNEP-WCMC 

Kelly MALSCH Head, Species Programme 
kelly.malsch@unep-wcmc.org 

 
 

  

mailto:alison.littlewood@jncc.gov.uk
mailto:tom.demulenaer@un.org
mailto:Rami.abdel-malik@un.org
mailto:kelly.malsch@unep-wcmc.org
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL 

Nicola CROCKFORD Principal Policy Officer Nicola.crockford@rspb.org.uk 

BORN FREE FOUNDATION 

Gabriel FAVA Senior Policy Advisor gabriel@bornfree.org.uk 

CHEETAH CONSERVATION FUND 

Shira YASHPHE Illegal Wildlife Trade Lead shira@cheetah.org 

DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE 

Alejandra GOYENECHEA ORELLANA Senior International Counsel agoyenechea@defenders.org 

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW PROJECT 

Erica LYMAN Director ejt@lclark.edu 

Nicholas FROMHERZ Staff Attorney nfromherz@lclark.edu 

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL 

Paul TODD Director, Policy Initiatives and Campaigns ptodd303@gmail.com 

PAN AFRICAN SANCTUARY ALLIANCE 

Gregg TULLY Executive Director gregg@pasa.org 

SAMVARDHAN SAMAJ VIKAS SANSTHA 

Smily KAPOOR Coordinator smily248@gmail.com 

mailto:Nicola.crockford@rspb.org.uk
mailto:gabriel@bornfree.org.uk
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Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Alfred DEGEMMIS Senior Manager, International Policy adegemmis@wcs.org 

Sue LIEBERMAN Vice-President, International Policy slieberman@wcs.org 

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE 

Paul DE ORNELLAS Chief Advisor, Wildlife pdeornellas@wwf.org.uk 

 
UNEP/CMS SECRETARIAT 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

Amy FRAENKEL (Presiding officer) Executive Secretary barbara.schoenberg@un.org 

Laura CERASI Associate Fundraising & Partnership Officer laura.cerasi@cms.int 

Tine LINDBERG-RONCARI Meeting Services Assistant tine.lindberg-roncari@un.org 

Clara NOBBE Head Terrestrial Species Team clara.nobbe@un.org 

Maria Jose ORTIZ Programme Management Officer maria-jose.ortiz@un.org 

Enkhtuya SEREENEN Administrative Officer enkhtuya.sereenen@un.org 

Consultants and Others 

Oliver BIBER Chair CMS/AEMLAP o.biber@bluewin.ch 

Dave PRITCHARD Consultant davepritchard@care4free.net 

Robert VAGG Consultant (Report Writer) robert.vagg@cms.int 

Chris WOLD Consultant wold@lclark.edu 

mailto:adegemmis@wcs.org
mailto:pdeornellas@wwf.org.uk
mailto:barbara.schoenberg@un.org
mailto:laura.cerasi@cms.int
mailto:tine.lindberg-roncari@un.org
mailto:Clara.nobbe@un.org
mailto:maria-jose.ortiz@un.org
mailto:Enkhtuya.sereenen@un.org
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INTERPRETERS 
 

Representative Position | Institution | Organization Contact Email 

Ernesto GONZALEZ SALA Interpreter ernestogsala@gmail.com 

Jon HARLEY PORTER Interpreter jhporter4@hotmail.com 

Starr PIROT Interpreter s.pirot@aiic.net 

Lamia SOMAI-LASA Interpreter lamiasomai@gmail.com 

Alison Patricia Anne TIPPETTS Interpreter alisontippetts@gmail.com 

Christine VICTORIN Interpreter christine.victorin@wanadoo.fr 
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ANNEX 2 
 

MEMBERS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 2020-2023 
 

 

Region Members Alternates 

Africa 

Mali Zimbabwe 

Kenya Uganda 

Algeria Seychelles 

Asia 
Saudi Arabia Bangladesh 

Uzbekistan Pakistan 

South & Central America & the 
Caribbean  

Uruguay Peru 

Panama Costa Rica 

Europe 

Monaco Switzerland 

Italy France 

Georgia Croatia 

Oceania New Zealand Palau 

Host COP13 India N/A 

Host COP14 TBD N/A 

Host Government/Depositary Germany N/A 


