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• How can CMS support eel assessment,  

management, recovery & sustainability?

• “Filling the Gaps”

• WGEEL

• What does it do?

• What gaps can be filled?

• Monitoring

• Reporting

• Taking measures

Introduction



An international scientific expert group to:

• provide up-to-date (annual) best available scientific advice of the status of the eel stock 

under ICES/EU Memorandum of Understanding;

• provide technical and scientific advice in support of the development and implementation 

of legislation for the protection of the eel stock;

• provide regular updates on the latest advances in eel stock assessment and eel science;

Annual meeting to address ToR from ICES, EIFAAC & GFCM, plus workshops.

Joint EIFAAC, ICES & GFCM WGEEL



National and key agency scientists covering the North Atlantic, North Sea, Baltic, 

Mediterranean and North African areas and links with scientists from North America, Asia and 

Australasia.

WGEEL Membership



Administrative Agreement (annual): FOR EUROPEAN EEL THROUGHOUT ITS NATURAL RANGE

EU request to ICES



The ICES Advice Sheet



The ICES Advice Process

European Commission requests: European eel “throughout its natural range” 
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What does WGEEL need to support ICES and EU, and others?



Recruitment indices



Fishing catches



Biomass & non-fishing mortalities



Data reporting

National institutes ICES

Data call 2017

1. Time series: recruitment, landings, 
aquaculture & stocking

2. Data QA’d before & during 
meeting

Data call 2018

1. Update: recruitment, landings, 
aquaculture & stocking

2. Time-series: silver eel biomass 
estimates, silver eel mortality 
(biomass + rates) and silver eel 
indexes. 

Eel Database

1. Recruitment

2. Landings

3. Aquaculture & stocking

4. Stock indicators (3B & A)

5. Silver eel Index time-series. 

6. Eel quality

7. Developing in line with ICES and 

Regional Databases



EU Data Collection Framework

Specifies data to be collected for 

assessments

Provides co-funding



Developing science & Knowledge exchange

Data:

WKAREA (2009): Age Reading of European and American Eel

WKESDCF (2012): Workshop on Eel and Salmon DCF Data

WKEELDATA (2017): Workshop on Designing an Eel Data Call

WKTEEL (2018): Workshop on tools for eels

Measures:

WKEELCITES (2015): Workshop on Eel and CITES

WKSTOCKEEL (2016): Workshop on Eel Stocking

Biology:

SGAESAW (2009): Study Group on Anguillid Eels in Saline Waters

WKBECEEL (2016): Workshop on biological effects of contaminants



WGEEL – GFCM 1st assessment across the Mediterranean region



Evaluating progress
SGIPEE (2010, 2011): Study Group on International Post-Evaluation on Eels

WKEPEMP (2013): Workshop on Evaluation Progress Eel Management Plans

RGTEMPP (2016): Review the Trans-border management plan of the Pregola River and Vistula Lagoon

RGMAREEL (2017): Assessment of marine eel fisheries impacts



Evaluate and adjust

2017 – Community Water closures

2018 – EU ROADMAP

(1) An evaluation of the management, implementation and enforcement issues, 

including trade aspects; 

(2) An ICES assessment of the 2018 Member States’ EMP progress reports for the 

biological part, and the recurrent ICES Advice; 

(3) Analysis of the use of the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund for the 

implementation of the Eel Regulation.



Data collection:

• recruitment,

• fisheries

• other impacts

• progress with measures

Reporting:

• contribute to the Data calls

Implementing & evaluate recovery measures

Exchanging knowledge

Summary – supporting Range States in:



Thank you for listening, and now …..


