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The Group

• Independent Chairman and part-time staff

• Resourced jointly by:

- Scottish Government  

- Scottish Natural Heritage

- Scottish Renewables

- RSPB Scotland



Terms of Reference

• Provide an independent, scientific assessment 
of the impact of windfarms on birds

• Collate data and reports from bird monitoring 
at windfarms across Scotland



Terms of Reference

• Commission research on the interactions 
between windfarms and birds; informing 
future Environmental Impact Assessment and 
consenting decisions

• Coordinate research and monitoring activity 
on birds at terrestrial windfarms



The work programme

• Meta- Data Catalogue and data collection

• Research Programme

• Good Practice Guide



Meta-Data Catalogue

• Important to know what data have been collected and 
how they are collated

• Collation of meta-data continuing

• Tell us what data you have 

• Developing an overview of surveys and studies 
undertaken so far



Data are needed on a variety of 
species

• Golden eagle 
• Black grouse
• Red-throated diver
• Hen harrier
• Curlew 
• Golden plover



Research

• The need to understand interactions between 
birds and bird populations with windfarms

• To obtain a clear overview

• To understand the impact (positive), of habitat 
management 



Research partnership between 
Government and Industry



Research Programme

2013 Launched four year programme – with the initial 
phase underway now

• Displacement and avoidance 

• Collision risk – modelling and reality 

• Cumulative impacts 

• Habitat management – potential 



Research

• Created a “Research”  group, involving 
industry, to help manage the research

• The work is being commissioned in phases

• Results will be available to funding bodies

• Key opportunity to understand the 
relationship between birds and windfarms



Research Programme

Project 1 Survey methods 
University of Stirling
University of Newcastle
Reported early 2015

Project 2 Habitat Management
University of Newcastle
Reported early 2015



Research Programme: current
projects

1. Population estimates and species dossiers

2.     Collision risk

3. Cumulative impact 

4.     Revised monitoring methodology 



Good Practice Guide 2016: 
Wind Farms Alongside Birds

Contents

Survey techniques

Collision risk and reporting

Data collation and sharing

Habitat management 



Thank You

• If you are interested in finding out more about 
the SWBSG or contributing data to our 
programme:

• www.swbsg.org or contact 
claire.lacey@swbsg.org/ 
colin.galbraith@swbsg.org

• Des.Thompson@snh.gov.uk
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