Third Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG3) to the Raptors MOU

Information Note for Participants
(Rev.1)

Meeting date and venue
The third meeting of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG3) will be held from Wednesday 12 December to
Friday 14 December 2018 at the Swiss Ornithological Institute (SOI) in Sempach, Switzerland. Preregistration for the meeting is required, and is available on the TAG3 webpage. The full address and contact
details for the meeting venue are below – please also refer to the map at the end of the document.
Swiss Ornithological Institute
Conference Hall - Aquila
Seerose 1
CH-6204 Sempach
Tel: (+41) 41 462 9700 |Web: www.vogelwarte.ch/en/home/
Switzerland is kindly hosting a get-together (or apero) on Tuesday 11 December at 18:30 at the Visitor Center
of SOI. Please refer to the map below and maps on pages 5-6 of this document.
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Accommodation
A small number of rooms has been block-booked in the recommended Birdland Hotel, located opposite the
Sempach train station (2 minutes). It is the closest hotel to the meeting venue (15 minutes by walking, 5
minutes by bus). All participants are requested to make their own hotel reservation at Birdland Hotel by
30 November 2018. You can book your room until 30 November via email to office@birdland-hotel.ch or
phone +41 41 369 81 81 (in English). If you indicate the keyword “Vogelwarte” you will profit from a discount.
The discount will not be possible if you use alternative online services (e.g. booking agent) for your
reservation. Room reservation after 30 November might be possible, but neither the rooms or the discount
is guaranteed after that date.
Birdland Hotel
Eichenstrasse 1, CH-6203 Sempach Station
Tel: +41 41 369 81 81 | E: office@birdland-hotel.ch | Web: https://www.birdland-hotel.ch/en/Startseite.htm
Alternative hotels that participants may wish to consider are Sonne Seehotel and Hotel Sempachersee.
Additional options can be found and booked through different online agents such as Booking.com,
Hotels.com, Hotelscombined, Lonely Planet, and Tripadvisor.

Arrival and transportation
The Sempach Station can be reached from both Zurich airport and Basel airport by public transportation
within 90 minutes. There is also a direct 3-hour train from Geneva airport to Sursee, a small town located 10
km from Sempach. A transfer to Sempach can be arranged for delegates arriving at the Sursee station (please
contact the Coordinating Unit of the Raptors MOU before 7 December 2018). Information regarding the
public bus/train timetable can be accessed here.
For information on Customs Rules and Airport Regulations, please refer to the Switzerland page of the IATA
Travel Centre website.

Visa requirements
For information concerning visa requirements to enter the Switzerland, and procedures for application,
please visit the visa information page of the Switzerland Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. Meeting
participants who require a visa are requested to apply for one without delay. Please indicate in the online
pre-registration form if you need a visa facilitation letter for this purpose. Note: Please ensure that your
passport is valid for a period of at least 6 months beyond the end date of your intended stay.

Online and on-site registrations
Anyone wishing to attend the TAG3 meeting should register online at their earliest convenience. Participants
are requested to bring an identification document (e.g. passport, ID card, driver’s license) which should be
shown at the Registration Desk. Participants will receive a badge that should be worn visibly at all times
whilst at the venue.
The Registration Desk will be located at the meeting venue, conference hall Aquila. Participants can register
on the morning of Wednesday 12 December from 08:30 onwards.

Opening and programme of the meeting
The opening of the meeting will take place on Wednesday 12 December 2018 at 09:00. A Provisional Agenda
and Schedule for the meeting are available on the TAG3 webpage. A half-day excursion is being planned for
Day 2 of the meeting – details will be communicated to all registered participants closer to the date. The
meeting is scheduled to close by 16:30 on Friday 14 December 2018.
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Working language, documents and internet access
The meeting will be conducted in English. Participants will need to possess a good knowledge of English,
because there will be no simultaneous translation into any other language.
Please note that for environmental and economic reasons, hard paper copies of the meeting documents will
not be distributed during the event. However, free Wireless Internet service will be available to all delegates
throughout the venue at all times during the meeting. The Coordinating Unit encourages participants to
bring a laptop or other electronic device with you. Alternatively, you may prefer to print hard copies of the
documents before you travel. Limited printing facilities will be available to participants at SOI.

Meals
Lunch will be provided free of charge to all participants. Please remember to wear your badge. Likewise,
complimentary refreshments will be provided during mid-morning and mid-afternoon breaks.

List of participants
A list of pre-registered participants will be available on the TAG3 webpage. A list of participants who
attended the meeting will be made available as an Annex to the Summary Report of the meeting. If any
participant does not wish their contact details to appear on the list of participants, please notify the
Coordinating Unit.

Overview of Sempach

The little town of Sempach is at the southeastern end of Lake Sempach in the district of Sursee in the canton
of Lucerne in Switzerland. Sempach has a population of around 4,100 and most of the population speaks
German. Sempach was the site of the famous Battle of Sempach of 1386, in which the Swiss defeated the
Austrians. The historically significant town retains some traces of its medieval appearances. The museum at
the Sempach town hall houses can offer an insight on the history and culture of the town. The city of
Sempach is not only steeped in history, it is also offers picturesque views of the Central Swiss Prealps. The
famous city of Lucerne is close-by and can be reached within 15 min by train from the station near the
Birdland Hotel.

Weather
During December, the temperatures normally fluctuate between +5° and -3°. It is advised to dress up in
layers and pack clothes fit for winter. You may wish to check the weather in Switzerland before your trip,
for example on www.meteoswiss.ch.

Working and business hours
The working week in Switzerland is from Monday to Friday. Banks operate from 08:30 to 16:30 hours.
Commercial shops generally operate from 08:30 to 18:30.
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Local time
Switzerland is two hours ahead of Coordinated Universal Time (UTC +2).

Water and electricity
Tap water in Switzerland is safe to drink. However, bottled water is widely available. The voltage in
Switzerland, as in most of Europe, is 230V/50 Hz. Switzerland uses type C (2-pin) and Type J (3-pin) plugs.
(Type C 2-pin plugs also fit J sockets.) Most power sockets are designed for three pin round plugs. The
standard continental type plug with two round pins may also be used without problems. Adaptors are
available in most hotels.

Type J (3-pin) plugs:

Type C (2-pin) plugs:

Travel and health insurance
All participants are responsible for their own travel and health insurance. It is recommended that all
participants take out comprehensive policies before arriving in Switzerland.

Medical services and healthcare
Persons with statutory health insurance cover from an EU/EFTA member state are entitled to treatment in
the event of illness, non-professional accidents and maternity during temporary visits to Switzerland (for
holidays or business trips). Tourists from other countries must ensure they have sufficient health-insurance
cover. Additional travel insurance covering medical treatment in Switzerland is recommended. Persons
needing a Schengen visa to visit Switzerland are required to take out medical insurance cover of at least CHF
30,000.

Currency and foreign exchange
The official currency in the Switzerland is the Swiss Franc (CHF). The coins 5, 10, 20, 50 rappen and 1, 2, 5
Francs. Notes are in denominations of CHF 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 1000. At the time of writing this note: 1 CHF
= 1.01 USD; 1 CHF = 0.88 EUR.

Banking facilities
There is an ATM at the restaurant of a camping site 3 min walk away from SOI. In Sempach, there are more
ATMs (10-15 min walk).

Useful weblinks
Swiss Ornithologial Institute https://www.vogelwarte.ch/en ; Swiss Federal Railways
https://www.sbb.ch/en/home.html ; Lake Sempach Tourism http://www.sempachersee-tourismus.ch
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Maps
Sempach

Route from Sempach-Neuenkirch train station to the Conference venue at Seerose 1

5

Please find the timetables for bus lines 84 and 88 that drive from Sempach train station to SOI as separate
documents linked here. Kindly note that the closest bus stop to the Conference Venue is called ‘Seesatz’. If
you miss it, the way from the next stop ‘Vogelwarte’ is farther away (see map below).

Note: The content of this information note was accurate at the time of writing (4 December 2018).
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