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 The Standing Committee is invited to: 

 Take note of the report of the meeting; 

 Take note of the progress in the implementation of the Tunis Action Plan for the eradication of 

illegal killing, trapping and trade of wild birds; 

 Thank the Albanian conservation authorities for their warm hospitality and the excellent 

preparation of the meeting; 

 Note that the Convention is joining forces with the Convention on Migratory Species, the 

European Commission, Interpol, BirdLife, FACE and other relevant partners to act in synergy for 

the implementation of the Tunis Action Plan; 

 In the light of the need to ensure close coordination between the work of the Bern Convention 

Group of Experts on the conservation of birds, the Network of Special Focal Points on Illegal 

Killing, Trapping and Trade in Wild Birds and the CMS Intergovernmental Task Force to address 

illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean (MIKT), take note of the proposal to organise a back-

to-back meeting of the above platforms in 2017. 
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1. OPENING OF THE MEETING  

 The meeting was opened by Mr Kledi Xhaxhiu, Deputy Minister of Environment of Albania who 

welcomed participants and explained the efforts implemented by his State to curb illegal killing of 

birds and improve the environmental resilience of Albania. A hunting ban had been implemented in 

the past two years and a proposal to extend this moratorium for five years is pending Parliament’s 

approval. Of particular importance was the creation of a National Agency for Protected Areas (NAPA) 

whose Director (and former Albanian delegate to the Standing Committee), Mr Zamir Dedej, was 

present at the meeting.  

 The Secretariat, represented by Mr Eladio Fernández-Galiano, Head of the Democratic Initiatives 

Department, thanked Albania for hospitality and for having implemented sound nature conservation 

policies in the last years, including policies that delivered progress in the reduction of illegal killing of 

birds and the setting-up of a sound system of protected areas managed by  professional wardens. 

 The Secretariat informed the Group that Ms Ivana d’Alessandro, who had served the Group of 

Experts on Conservation of Birds, had moved to a different position at the Council of Europe and that 

the new Head of the Biodiversity Unit was Ms Iva Obretenova. 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 The agenda was adopted as it figures in appendix 1 to this report. 

3. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

 Mr Sergei Golovkin (Malta) was elected Chair and Mr Panicos Panayides (Cyprus) was elected 

Vice-Chair. 

 Following his election as Chair, Mr Sergei Golovkin thanked the outgoing Chair, Mr Rastislav 

Rybanič, and the outgoing Secretary Ms Ivana d’Alessandro, for their dedication, commitment and 

excellent stewardship of the Convention’s work, and expressed gratitude to all other stakeholders 

involved for their contribution to progress achieved to date. The whole Group agreed and in particular 

asked the Secretariat to transmit its gratitude to Ms d’Alessandro, as well as its best wishes for her 

further work at the Council of Europe. 

4. INTRODUCTION TO THE MEETING’S OBJECTIVES 

 The Secretariat recalled the key milestones in Convention’s work on eradication of illegal killing 

of birds: 

 In 2011, the Bern Convention organised in Larnaca (Cyprus) the 1
st
 International Conference on 

Illegal Killing, Trapping and Trade of Wild Birds in which a declaration was adopted calling 

governments to strengthen controls and have a “zero tolerance” approach to illegal killing, 

trapping and trade of wild birds (IKB). 

 In 2013, in the framework of the “Week on the conservation of wild birds” organised with the 

Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), a “2
nd

 International Conference on Illegal Killing of 

Birds” was held together with a CMS working group on poisoning. The 2
nd

 Conference, held in 

Tunis, delivered the so-called Tunis Action Plan 2020, endorsed by the Standing Committee to 

the Bern Convention through its Recommendation No. 164 (2013). 

 In 2014, a Network of Special Focal Points for Illegal Killing of Birds was created to assess 

progress and propose specific action by States. 

 It was thus expected that this 3
rd

 meeting of the Focal Points would further the implementation of 

the Tunis Action Plan by taking stock of the progress achieved to date, initiatives that are ongoing, and 

challenges still to be overcome. 
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5. UPDATES ON ACTIVITIES AGAINST ILLEGAL KILLING OF BIRDS IN OTHER FORA 

 State of implementation of the EU Roadmap  

 The Secretariat informed participants that due to intense work load and a disruption at the 

Brussels airport following a terrorist attack, the representative of the European Commission, Ms 

Marita Arvela, was regrettably unable to attend the meeting. 

 The Secretariat read her speech, which is included as appendix 3 to this report. 

The Commission informed that: 

 The Group charged with the monitoring of the implementation of the EU roadmap towards 

eliminating illegal killing of birds met on 24 February in Brussels. 

 IMPEL (EU Network for the Enforcement and Implementation of Environmental law) is starting 

a project on sustainable hunting tourism, as well as other initiatives related to IKB, such as an 

Impel Review Initiative focusing on eradication of IKB in Messina Strait area of Italy, in 

collaboration with Italian Corpo Forestale. 

 A review of the Environmental Crime Directive is foreseen to start in 2016. 

 The EU Action Plan Against Wildlife Trafficking was adopted by the Commission in February 

2016, to be endorsed via Council conclusions in June 2016. 

 The EC supports CMS Task Force to address illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean. 

 The European Network against Environmental Crime (ENEC), financed by DG Justice, has 

developed and adopted a proposal for an EU Action Plan to prevent illegal poisoning of wildlife. 

 Progress is being made in EC work on lead munitions, with discussions taking place within the 

ambit of the REACH initiative. 

 The EC follows progress on the ongoing fitness check of EU Nature Directives. 

 1
st
 meeting of the CMS Pan-Mediterranean Task Force: state of progress 

The representative of CMS, Ms Carmen Naves, informed the participants regarding adoption in 

2014 of CMS Resolution 11.16 on illegal killing of birds by which CMS will reinforce its action 

against illegal killing of birds in all major flyways. The resolution called the CMS Secretariat to 

convene an “Intergovernmental Task Force to address illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean” 

(MIKT) in which several CMS Agreements will co-operate. The initiative, which is funded by the EU, 

aims to facilitate the implementation of existing action plans, in particular the Tunis Action Plan 2013-

2020. The task force will also encourage monitoring and trends in illegal killing of birds and facilitate 

exchange of best practice. At the next meeting of MIKT (Cairo, 12-15 July 2016), priority action will 

be decided upon, including measures to strengthen national and local capacity on legal training of 

police and other topics. 

 The Group welcomed this news and decided to entrust its Chair, Mr Golovkin, to report at the 

meeting in Egypt on the progress of implementing the Tunis Action Plan. 

 As MIKT has largely similar goals to the Bern Convention’s Network of Special Focal Points on 

IKB, the Secretariat and several other participants expressed the need to improve co-ordination with 

CMS. A possibility would be to hold the meeting of the Bern Convention Group of Experts on the 

conservation of birds back to back with the meeting of MIKT in 2017. 

 Italy and Malta were tentatively mentioned as possible hosting States. 

 Updates from BirdLife Europe 
Relevant document: T-PVS/Inf (2016) 6 – Ongoing initiatives to tackle IKB 

 The representative of BirdLife Europe, Mr Willem Van Den Bossche, presented an overview of 

current problems and initiatives on illegal killing of birds. The good news is that, in a way which is 

perhaps unprecedented, many stakeholders are joining forces to curb illegal killing of birds, including 

many governments, NGOs, research institutes, INTERPOL, EUROPOL, EnviCrimeNet, ENPE, EU-
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TJE, IMPEL, the EC and both CMS and Bern. The Tunis Action Plan is taken by most as an 

appropriate approach. However the challenge of IKB still remains very significant, including killing 

for food, predator control, poaching of huntable species, trophy hunting and some so-called “cultural 

practices” difficult to eradicate. 

 It is important to assess the scale, scope and impact of illegal killing of birds and develop best 

practice. It would be important to work on hot-spots. Just 20 areas concentrate 34 % of the killing, 

estimated in all to 10-36 million birds per year. 

 More action is needed through LIFE-ENPE (European Network of Prosecutors for the 

Environment), LIFE-Natura Themis (promoting awareness of wildlife) and other fora contributing to 

fight illegal killing of birds. However due to a multitude of various initiatives being undertaken 

concurrently by different stakeholders, sometimes with overlapping objectives, there is scope for 

greater coordination and “networking of the networks” to avoid duplication of effort. 

 Updates from FACE 

The representative of FACE, Mr David Scallan, explained how illegal killing of birds is a real 

problem for sustainable hunting as it threatens the populations of huntable birds and gives bad 

reputation to law-abiding hunters. FACE has worked in close cooperation with BirdLife through an 

Agreement on the Birds Directive that encourages common action through their networks on 

education and aware raising initiatives. 

This collaboration has been going on for 5 years. FACE has participated in main events on illegal 

killing of birds and supports and promotes in its constituency the Bern Convention European Charter 

on Hunting and Biodiversity. For FACE the main challenges are to define illegal killing of birds in its 

different variants, set priorities and work with the hunting community. The role of hunters is to 

promote and encourage compliance with hunting and conservation laws. Key players are the different 

national hunting associations, which can and do finance wardening and contribute to prosecution of 

offenders. There are a number of national organisations working in that sense. It is essential to achieve 

a stronger collaboration between local communities and law enforcement bodies. FACE will continue 

to work in that sense, focusing in the Mediterranean region. 

 European Network against Environmental Crimes (ENEC) 

Mr David de La Bodega presented briefly the work of ENEC, a network of lawyers and other 

conservationists whose main mission on the topic are to assess the degree of implementation of the 

birds Directive, identify gaps and bring together legal and other practitioners who work against 

environmental crime. 

ENEC held a 1
st
 European Workshop on Environmental Crime focused on illegal killing of birds. 

ENEC has issued a number of recommendations to eliminate illegal killing of birds, focusing on a 

harmonisation of criminal sanctions, training and awareness of judges, prosecutors and inspectors. 

A 2
nd

 ENEC Workshop was held in November 2015, focused on wildlife poisoning, which lead to 

an Action Plan aimed at the eradication of the use of poisoned-bait in the EU. A 3
rd

 ENEC Workshop 

in February 2016 focused on habitat destruction. ENEC is also studying the degree of implementation 

of the Directive on the protection of the environment through criminal law and a report which 

summarises the situation across EU Member States is presently being prepared. This report will have a 

specific section dealing in particular with legal approaches to combating IKB. 

6. MID-TERM REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION BY PARTIES OF THE TUNIS ACTION 

PLAN 2020 

 Report from Parties on the implementation of the relevant Recommendations 
Relevant document: T-PVS/Inf (2016) 4 – Compilation of Parties replies 

The Secretariat informed that reports have been received from 15 Parties (Belgium, Croatia, 

Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Hungary, Italy, Malta, Monaco, Norway, Slovak Republic, 

Spain, Sweden and Turkey). 
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All of the 15 reports show that most States are taking the problem seriously, even if enforcement 

of laws varies much from one State to another. There is progress in the implementation of the Tunis 

Action Plan but the degree of progress is not uniform amongst all Parties. The absence of reporting by 

some States was also perceived as worrisome [see next point and document T-PVS/Inf (2016) 8 for a 

finer analysis]. 

The delegations of Italy and Slovak Republic made oral statements. A presentation by Italy is 

dealt in point 9 of the Agenda. 

The delegate of the Slovak Republic informed the Group that the government had prepared a 

Slovak Action Plan on environmental enforcement, including against IKB but it had not yet been 

adopted as they were waiting for EU guidelines and they want to avoid duplication. EU Slovak 

Presidency (July to December 2016) will push for an EU Action Plan adopted by all States. 

 Analysis of the implementation by Parties (based on the replies to the questionnaire 

on the mid-term review)  
Relevant document: T-PVS/Inf (2016) 8 – Mid-Term Review of the Implementation by Parties of the Tunis Action Plan 2020 

The Consultant, Mr Umberto Gallo-Orsi, presented a summary of his report. He noted that not 

many Parties had replied and he expected more would until the end of May. 

Most States had identified their national priorities, largely by a consultative process. Most States 

have specialised law enforcement agencies but depended on a varied array of methods and people to 

detect and combat illegal killing of birds (wardens, police, NGO’s volunteers, prosecutors, inspectors, 

hunting guards, etc.). In his view there was need of more effort on prioritisation of actions and 

monitoring. Only a few States have databases to collect data and report on illegal killing of birds. On 

this aspect there was little progress since 2013 except in Malta, Italy and Turkey. 

Sharing knowledge on illegal killing of birds was satisfactory but very varied. With some 

exceptions, there was relatively little progress in promoting “gravity factors” to the judiciary system. 

There was still need to improve data on the impact on populations of illegal killing of birds and a need 

of a clear methodology. In terms of implementing awareness-related actions, it would be important to 

better understand drivers of IKB at blackspot level. Several countries had done quite good awareness 

campaigns, often with the help of NGOs. There was relatively good co-ordination at national level and 

between NGOs and GOs. At international level there had been much improvement (EU, Bern, CMS 

and many NGOs are working closely on illegal killing of birds) and there was room for improvement 

on formal contacts with INTERPOL. 

The Group considered very important that all relevant States should reply so there would be a fair 

assessment of the mid-term implementation of the Tunis Action Plan. 

An improved co-ordination with INTERPOL was considered as a pressing need to advance on 

fighting illegal killing of birds. 

7. SETTING-UP OF A REPORTING FORMAT FOR RECORDING WILDLIFE CASES AND 

STATISTICAL EVIDENCE 
Relevant document: T-PVS (2016) 9 - Reporting format for recording wild bird crime cases 

Mr Panicos Panayides presented a model reporting format to record wildlife crime cases. The 

proposed table includes basic typology for recording bird-related crime, data on applicable penalties 

and sentences meted out, number of cases, number of animals involved, etc. 

Some delegations found the exercise interesting, as it would permit to see the effectiveness of 

legal procedures against illegal killing of birds, and allow comparison and assessment to be made at 

international level. Indeed the initiative proposed by Cyprus may be essential as part of the overall 

monitoring of implementation of Tunis Action Plan. 

On the other hand several Parties also expressed concern that due to lack of uniform data 

collection systems and processes at regional / local / national levels, collection of such information 

may be difficult and burdensome. Information on court sentences and outcome of prosecution 

processes appeared to be particularly difficult to obtain in some cases, and even where this is 

available, data on specimens affected by the crime is virtually impossible to get.  Some participants 

https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&InstranetImage=2915287&SecMode=1&DocId=2373652&Usage=2
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also suggested that further discussion is needed on the potential format of the reporting template, 

including regarding typologies of bird-related crime, and that this discussion can perhaps also be taken 

up by other relevant fora. 

The Group decided that the Secretariat would circulate for further comment the “model reporting 

format” so a final version would be elaborated for adoption at the next meeting. 

8. IDENTIFICATION OF NATIONAL POLICING INVESTIGATION PRIORITIES: THE EXPERIENCE 

OF HUNGARY 

 Mr András Schmidt, from the Department of Nature Conservation of Hungary, presented a report 

of activities in his country on illegal killing of birds, based on the Tunis Action Plan and other 

commitments. Hungary focuses work on the impact of illegal killing of birds on protected birds. Main 

causes for illegal killing of birds are conflicts of interest (predators/game, fish/birds preying on fish, 

predators/livestock). Poisoning seems to be the main method used, although other crime involve 

illegal chick collection for falconry, finch trapping and shooting of protected wildfowl. Statistics on 

illegal poisoning have been on the increase in the last 14 years. In the last seven years it accounts for 

44 % of illegal killing of imperial eagles. 

Measures taken involve a 2013 Anti-poisoning Action Plan and Specific field investigation on 

imperial eagle LIFE project (HELICON). Other matters with less impact concern widespread conflict 

with bee-eaters by bee hive owners. 

9. ADDRESSING ILLEGAL KILLING OF BIRDS IN GIVEN BLACK-SPOTS: THE CASE OF ITALY 

 Mr Alessandro Andreotti (ISPRA) and Mr Claudio Marrucci (Italian State Forestry Service) gave 

a very detailed account on problem of illegal killing of birds in Italy (Note: a powerpoint presentation 

can be consulted in the appropriate page of the meeting). 

 The Italian government is committed to tackle illegal killing of birds, a relatively widespread 

practice especially in some blackspots. A national action plan was drafted in 2015 and is now in 

consultation with stakeholders, envisaged to be approved at the end of 2016. 

 ISPRA is providing the necessary information on illegal killing of birds, especially on statistics, 

black-spots, drivers for illegal killing of birds and reasons for weak law enforcement. 7 black-spots 

have been identified. 

 The Forest Police (now integrated in the Carabinieri) has an anti-poaching unit which launches 

periodic operations in some black-spots. Trade, human consumption and some cultural practices are 

traditional drivers of illegal killing of birds, as well as capture of live decoys for hunting. Illegal 

taxidermy has also been a driver. 

10. IMPACT OF THE HUNTING BAN IN ALBANIA AS A WAY TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE 

HUNTING TOURISM  

 Ms Elvana Ramaj (Directorate of Biodiversity and Protected Areas of Albania) made a 

presentation on the very radical measure taken by Albanian authorities to curb the decrease in wild 

birds (including migratory birds) in the country: the total ban of hunting since spring 2014, to be likely 

extended for 5 further years, if approved by Parliament. 

 Since 2015, Albania has established a National Agency of Protected Areas, well served by 

motivated teams of rangers and wardens. Illegal killing of birds is monitored and policed. 650 

inspections had led to confiscation of 600 guns. This is presumably the tip of the iceberg, but the 

mentality is changing. In the two years of the moratorium there has been a marked increase in 

numbers of wintering birds, particularly in the wetlands. 

11. INTEGRATING THE TUNIS ACTION PLAN INTO NATIONAL LEGAL REGIMES: THE CASE OF 

MALTA  

Mr Sergei Golovkin gave an overview of some of the major legal, administrative, judicial and 

enforcement reforms implemented by Malta over the past three years, which resulted in the 

improvement of the protection for wild birds and major reduction in wildlife crime. These reforms, 

https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/sso/SSODisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680645201&ticket=ST-197090-3EPOYbbtGPJRs7hvzIDn-cas
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amongst other, included the doubling of the penalties for all forms of bird-related crime and a ten-fold 

increase in the penalties against illegal targeting of birds, introduction of administrative fines system 

for minor offences, affording full legal protection to birds not naturally occurring in Europe on par 

with the protection enjoyed by European territory birds, strengthening the legal remit of the Ornis 

committee, complete revamp and major strengthening of regulatory controls over hunting, 

modernisation of sustainable hunting governance systems, including introduction of technology-based 

licensing and game reporting systems, the doubling of enforcement strength deployed in the field 

during bird migration seasons, six-fold increase in inspections and spot checks, and other measures.  

12. THE ROLE OF THE NGOS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TUNIS ACTION PLAN 

 Mr Stefan Ferger explained the role of NGOs on illegal killing of birds. Their role is very varied. 

It includes providing information, as they are involved in science, data sampling – for instance through 

the International Waterbird Census or hunting bag statistics – and also data analysis that may permit to 

know the trends of bird populations and also the trends in illegal killing of birds. 

 NGOs can also help with awareness with the general public and in publicising enforcement 

results, thus creating a favourable public perception of fight against illegal killing of birds. NGOs can 

and do co-operate with law enforcement agencies and are sometimes “the eyes of such agencies” with 

a high number of highly motivated people (RSPB alone has more than 1 million members!). NGOs 

carry out awareness campaigns and can team up professionally with MEAs. The role of NGOs in 

fighting illegal killing of birds is essential and they need to be involved at all stages of elaboration of 

national and international strategies. 

13. COORDINATION WITH THE CMS TASK FORCE: ROLE OF THE SFP AND TOOLS FOR THE 

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 

 Mr Fernando Spina explained how the biology of migratory birds is important to better focus 

fight against illegal killing of birds as, in a context of climate change, some stop-over sites become 

key in the survival of migratory birds. It was of paramount importance to know which migrating 

species were affected by illegal killing of birds and where are the black-spots. There are reasons to 

focus on illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean as CMS was doing, identifying islands, coasts 

and wetlands where there are key concentrations of migratory birds. Scientific work (ringing in 

particular) could provide part of the necessary information to guide conservation action. 

 It is therefore useful to: 

 Improve knowledge of methods used in illegal killing of birds; 

 Better know the species affected and their flyways; 

 Identify biological / geographical bottlenecks; 

 Improve knowledge on changes of attitude towards illegal killing of birds; 

 Insist on awareness campaigns. 

 The Group agreed that there was keen interest to enhance co-operation between the Bern 

Convention and CMS on the topic, as decided in point 5 of the Agenda. Similar synergies were to be 

developed with other relevant partners, including, among others, the European Commission, the 

Barcelona Convention, INTERPOL, BirdLife and FACE. 

 The Chair of the Network will bring such message to the next meeting of MIKT and the 

Secretariats of the Bern Convention and CMS were asked to continue their collaboration. 

14. OTHER BUSINESS 

 No other business was raised. 

15. CLOSURE 

 In the name of participants, the Chair thanked Albanian authorities for their warm hospitality, the 

excellent hosting of the meeting and the excursion to the National Park Divjake – Karavasta. 
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CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF EUROPEAN WILDLIFE 

AND NATURAL HABITATS 

 

3
RD

 MEETING OF THE 

SPECIAL FOCAL POINTS FOR  

ILLEGAL KILLING OF BIRDS 
 

14-15 April 2016 

Tirana (Albania) 
 

__________ 

 

AGENDA 

 
 

 

1. WELCOMING REMARKS 

 Mr Kledi Xhaxhiu, Deputy Minister of Environment of Albania 

 Mr Eladio Fernandez Galiano, Head of the Democratic Initiatives Department, Council of 

Europe 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

3. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

4. INTRODUCTION TO THE MEETING’S OBJECTIVES 

5. UPDATES ON ACTIVITIES AGAINST ILLEGAL KILLING OF BIRDS IN OTHER FORA 

 State of implementation of the EU Roadmap  

 Ms Marita Arvela, European Commission, DG ENV 

 1
st
 meeting of the CMS Pan-Mediterranean Task Force: state of progress 

 Ms Carmen Naves, Co-ordinator of the CMS Pan-Mediterranean Task Force 

 BirdLife 

 Mr Willem van den Bossche, European Nature Conservation Officer, BirdLife International 

 FACE 
 Mr David Scallan, Wildlife Policy Officer, European Federation of Associations for Hunting 

and Conservation 

 European Network against Environmental Crimes 

Mr David de la Bodega, co-ordinator of the ENEC 

Discussion 
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6. MID-TERM REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION BY PARTIES OF THE TUNIS ACTION 

PLAN 2020 

 Report from Parties on the implementation of the relevant Recommendations 

 Analysis of the implementation by Parties (based on the replies to the questionnaire on 

the mid-term review) 

Dr Umberto Gallo Orsi, Consultant on Biodiversity conservation and NGO development 

 Discussion on the progress, gaps, and steps forward 

7. SETTING-UP OF A REPORTING FORMAT FOR RECORDING WILDLIFE CASES AND 

STATISTICAL EVIDENCE 

Mr Panicos Panayides, Game & Fauna Department Officer, Ministry of the Interior, Cyprus,  

 Discussion on the draft reporting template to be submitted to the 36
th

 Standing Committee 

meeting 

8. IDENTIFICATION OF NATIONAL POLICING INVESTIGATION PRIORITIES: THE EXPERIENCE 

OF HUNGARY 

Mr András Schmidt, Deputy Head of Department, Ministry of Rural Development, Hungary  

 Discussion on the submission by Parties of their national lists of policy/investigation 

priorities to the 36
th

 Standing Committee meeting 

9. ADDRESSING ILLEGAL KILLING OF BIRDS IN GIVEN BLACK-SPOTS: THE CASE OF ITALY 

Mr Alessandro Andreotti Researcher of ISPRA, National Institute for Environmental Protection 

and Research and Mr Claudio Marrucci, Head of Core operating anti-poaching- Officer, Italian 

State Forestry Corp 

 Discussion on how to effectively use knowledge on the black-spots of illegal killing of 

birds for more efficient enforcement 

10. IMPACT OF THE HUNTING BAN IN ALBANIA AS A WAY TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE 

HUNTING TOURISM  

Ms Elvana Ramaj, Head of the Biodiversity Unit, Directorate of Biodiversity and Protected 

Areas, Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water Administration  

 Discussion on the benefits and challenges of the hunting moratorium 

11. INTEGRATING THE TUNIS ACTION PLAN INTO NATIONAL LEGAL REGIMES: THE CASE OF 

MALTA  

Mr Sergey Golovkin, Head of Wild Birds Regulation Unit, Parliamentary Secretariat for 

Agriculture, Fisheries & Animal Rights, Malta 

 Discussion on how to improve enforcement 

12. THE ROLE OF THE NGOS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TUNIS ACTION PLAN 

 Mr Stefan Ferger, Euronatur 

 Discussion on ways to improve co-operation and co-ordination between national 

authorities and other stakeholders, the NGOs in particular 
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13. COORDINATION WITH THE CMS TASK FORCE: ROLE OF THE SFP AND TOOLS FOR THE 

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 

Mr Fernando Spina, Chair of the CMS Scientific Council 

 Discussion on a possible message to be delivered by the Chair of the Network of the 

Special Focal Points on IKB to the Task Force at its first meeting  

14. OTHER BUSINESS 

15. CLOSURE 
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Appendix 2 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

I. CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 

 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE 

, Ministry of the Environment, Rruga Norbert Jokl, Blvd Zhan d’Ark. No. 23, AL-TIRANA. 

 

Mr Ferdinand BEGO, Lector to the Biology department, Faculty of Nature Science, ‘Bul. Zogu i I’, 

AL-TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 694070870.   E –mail: ferdibego@gmail.com 

 

Mr Taulant BINO, Ornithologist, Chairman of AOS, Albanian Ornithological Society (AOS), Qendra 

“Don Bosko”, Rr. “Don Bosko”, AL-TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 69 20 60817.   E-mail: taobino69@gmail.com.   Website: www.aos-al.org 

 

Mr Mirjan TOPI, Project Coordinator at PPNEA, Protection and Preservation of Natural Environment 

in Albania (PPNEA), “Rr. Vangjush Furrxhi”, Pall 16, Shk 1, Ap 10, AL-1000 TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 68 20 00 894.   E -mail: mirjantopi@yahoo.com.   Website: www.ppnea.org 

 

Mr Klodian ALI, Chairman of ASPBM, Albanian Society for Protection of Birds & Mammals 

(ASPBM), “Rruga e Kavajes”, Pallati “Baja – Bad”, Kati 11, AL-TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 69 78 55 398.   E-mail: info@aspbm.org.   Website: www.aspbm.org 

 

Mr Genci KADILLI, Biologist, Albanian Society for Protection of Birds & Mammals (ASPBM), Rr. 

Kavajes, AL-TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 44 8 188 929.   E-mail: infoaspbm@gmail.com.   Website: www.aspbm.org 

 

Mr Pellumb ABESHI, General Director of Environmental Policy and Delivery Unit, Ministry of the 

Environment, Ministia e Mjedisit, Bulevardi “Zhan D’Ark”, nr.23, AL-TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 68 20 72 312.   E-mail: pellumb.abeshi@moe.gov.al.   Website: www.mjedisi.gov.al  

 

Mr Zamir DEDEJ, General Director of NAPA, National Agency of Protected Areas (NAPA), “Rr. 

Norbert Jokl”, AL-1001 TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 68 20 80 733.   E-mail: Zamir.Dedej@akzm.gov.al.   Website: www.akzm.gov.al 

 

Ms Elvana RAMAJ, Head of Biodiversity Department, Directorate of Biodiversity and Protected 

Areas, General Directorate of Environmental Policies, Ministry of the Environment, Rruga Norbert 

Jokl, Blvd Zhan d’Ark. No. 23, AL-TIRANA. 

Tel/Fax: +355 692121425.   E-mail: Elvana.Ramaj@moe.gov.al or eramaj@hotmail.com 

 

Ms Silvamina ALSHABANI, Head of Protected Areas Unit, Directorate of Biodiversity and Protected 

Areas, General Directory of Environmental Policy and Delivery Unit, Ministry of the Environment, 

Bulevardi “Zhan D’Ark”, nr.23, AL-TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 69 24 90 833.   E-mail: silvamina.alshabani@moe.gov.al.  Website: www.mjedisi.gov.al 

 

Ms Ermali HALIMI, Expert of Fauna, Directorate of Biodiversity and Protected Areas, General 

Directory of Environment Policy and Delivery Unit, Ministry of the Environment, Ministia e Mjedisit, 

Bulevardi “Zhan D’Ark”, nr.23, AL-TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 (0) 69 40 47 390.   E-mail: ermal.halimi@moe.gov.al.   Website: www.mjedisi.gov.al 

 

Ms Violeta ZUNA, Project Coordinator, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Rruga 

“Skenderbej”, Pallati ‘Gurten’, Kati II, AL-TIRANA. 

mailto:ferdibego@gmail.com
mailto:taobino69@gmail.com
http://www.aos-al.org/
mailto:mirjantopi@yahoo.com
http://www.ppnea.org/
tel:%2B355697855398
mailto:info@aspbm.org
http://www.aspbm.org/
mailto:infoaspbm@gmail.com
http://www.aspbm.org/
mailto:pellumb.abeshi@moe.gov.al
http://www.mjedisi.gov.al/
mailto:Zamir.Dedej@akzm.gov.al
http://www.akzm.gov.al/
mailto:Elvana.Ramaj@moe.gov.al
mailto:eramaj@hotmail.com
mailto:silvamina.alshabani@moe.gov.al
http://www.mjedisi.gov.al/
mailto:ermal.halimi@moe.gov.al
http://www.mjedisi.gov.al/
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Tel: +355 (0) 68 20 51 183.   E-mail: violeta.zuna@undp.org.   Website: www.al.undp.org 

 

CROATIA / CROATIE 

Ms Maja POLIĆ, Nature Protection Inspector, Directorate for Inspection, Sector for Nature Protection 

Inspection, Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection, Mike Tripala 6, HR-21000 SPLIT 

Tel: +385 21 340 405.   E-mail: maja.polic@mzoip.hr 

 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 

Mr Panicos PANAYIDES, Game & Fauna Department Officer, Ministry of the Interior, CY-1453 

NICOSIA. 

Tel:  +357 22 867 897.   Fax: +357 22 867 780.   E-mail: panayides.gf@cytanet.com.cy  

 

ESTONIA / ESTONIE 

Ms Piret REINSALU, Chief Inspector, Environmental Inspectorate, Kopli 76, EE-10416 TALLINN. 

Tel: +372 696 2253.   Fax: +372 696 2237.   E-mail: piret.reinsalu@kki.ee 

 

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPÉENNE 

Ms Marita ARVELA, European Commission, Directorate-General for Environment, Unit B3: Nature, 

Avenue de Beaulieu 5, office BU 5 06/124, BE-1049 Brussels/Belgium. 

Tel: +32 2 2988386.   E-mail: marita.arvela@ec.europa.eu 

[Apologised for absence / Excusée] 

 

FRANCE / FRANCE 

Mr François LAMARQUE, Chargé de mission pour les actions européennes et internationales en 

faveur de la faune et de la flore sauvage, DGALN/DEB/PEM2, Ministère de l'Environnement, de 

l'Energie et de la Mer, Tour Séquoia, FR-92055 LA DEFENSE Cedex. 

Tel: +33 140 81 31 90.   E-mail: francois.lamarque@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 

 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE 

Mr András SCHMIDT, Deputy Head of Department for Nature Conservation, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Department for Nature Conservation, Kossuth tér 11, HU-1055 BUDAPEST. 

Tel: + 36 (06-1) 795-2399.   E--mail: andras.schmidt@fm.gov.hu 

 

ITALY / ITALIE 

Mr Claudio MARRUCCI, Head of Core operating anti-poaching- Officer, Italian State Forestry Corp, 

9 floor, 1 division, operating core anti-poaching, Viale Antonio Ciamarra 139, IT-00173 ROME. 

Tel: +39 067246631.   Fax: +39 067233054.  E-mail: c.marrucci@corpoforestale.it 

 

Mr Alessandro ANDREOTTI, Researcher of ISPRA, National Institute for Environmental Protection 

and Research ISPRA - Area Avifauna Migratrice, Via Ca’ Fornacetta 9, IT-40064 OZZANO EMILIA 

(BO) 

Tel: +39 051 6512225.    Fax: +39 051 796628.   E-mail: alessandro.andreotti@isprambiente.it 

 

MALTA / MALTE 

Mr Sergei GOLOVKIN, Head of Wild Birds Regulation Unit, Parliamentary Secretariat for 

Agriculture, Fisheries & Animal Rights, 122, Quarries Street, MT-SVR1755 STA VENERA. 

Tel: +356 22006400.   Email: sergei.a.golovkin@gov.mt  

 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUIE 

Mr Ondrej KOPOREC, Police Presidium, Pribinova 2, SK-812 72 BRATISLAVA. 

Tel: +421 96 10 50253.   Fax: +4219610 59172.   E-mail: ondrej.koporec@minv.sk  

 

  

mailto:violeta.zuna@undp.org
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TURKEY / TURQUIE 

Mr Fehmi ARIKAN, DVM, PhD, Expert, Department of Game Management, General Directorate of 

Nature Conservation and National Parks, Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs, Alparslan Türkeş 

Bulvarı No:71,TR-06510 ANKARA.  

Tel: + 90 312 207 61 43.   Fax: + 90 312 287 11 78.   E-mail: farikan@ormansu.gov.tr 

 

II. OBERSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 
 

BirdLife International  / BirdLife International  
Mr Willem VAN DEN BOSSCHE, Conservation Officer, BirdLife Europe, Avenue de la Toison d’or 

67, BE-1060 BRUSSELS / Belgium. 

Tel: +32 2 541 07 82.   Fax: +32 02 230 38 02.   E-mail: willem.vandenbossche@birdlife.org 

 

Secretariat of the Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals 

(UNEP/CMS) / Secrétariat de la Convention sur la conservation des espèces migratrices 

appartenant à la faune sauvage (PNUE/CMS)  

Ms Carmen NAVES MUÑOZ, Coordinator of the Mediterranean Task Force on Illegal Killing of 

Birds, UNEP/CMS Secretariat, Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1, DE-53113 BONN, Germany. 

Tel: +49 2288152423.   E-mail: Carmen.naves@cms.int  

 

Federation of Associations for hunting and conservation of the EU (FACE) 

Mr David SCALLAN, Wildlife Policy Officer, FACE - Federation of Associations for Hunting and 

Conservation of the EU, Rue F. Pelletier 82, BE-1030 BRUSSELS, Belgium. 

Tel: +32 (0) 2 732 6900.   Fax: +32 (0) 2 732 7072.   E-mail: david.scallan@face.eu  

 

International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey / Association 

Internationale de la Fauconnerie et de la Conservation des Oiseaux de Proies 

Mr Gary TIMBRELL, Executive Officer, International Association for Falconry and Conservation of 

Birds of Prey, rue F. Pelletier 82, B-1030 BRUSSELS, Belgique. 

Tel: +32 472 069 354.   E-mail: timbrell@iaf.org .   Website: www.iaf.org 

 

SEO - BirdLife 
Mr David DE LA BODEGA ZUGASTI, Project Manager, European Network against Environmental 

Crime, Conservation Unit, C/ Melquiades Biencinto, 34, ES-28053 MADRID, Spain. 

Tel: +34 91 434 09 10.   Fax: +34 91 434 09 11.   E-mail: ddelabodega@seo.org  

 

Société romande pour l'étude et la protection des oiseaux "Nos Oiseaux" 

Mr Olivier BIBER, Brumgasse 2, Postfach 658, CH-3000 BERN 8, Switzerland. 

Tel: +41 79 792 4003.   E-mail: Olivier.biber@nosoiseaux.ch.   Website : www.nosoiseaux.ch 

 

III. MODERATORS – SPEAKERS / MODERATEURS - INTERVENANTS 
 

Mr David DE LA BODEGA ZUGASTI, Project Manager, European Network against Environmental 

Crime, SEO/BirdLife  

 

Mr Umberto GALLO-ORSI, Frazione Chiesavecchia 26, IT-14042 CALAMANDRANA (AT), Italy. 

Tel: +39 0141 85 63 63.   Fax: +39 331 52 59 636.   E-mail: umbertogo@gmail.com  

 

Mr David SCALLAN, Wildlife Policy Officer, FACE - Federation of Associations for Hunting and 

Conservation of the EU 

 

Mr Fernando SPINA, Chair of the CMS Scientific Council, Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la 

Ricerca Ambientale (ISPRA), Sede amministrativa ex-INFS, Via Ca' Fornacetta, 9, IT-40064 

OZZANO EMILIA, Bologna, Italy. 

Tel: +39 051 6512214.   Fax: +39 051 796628.   E-mail: fernando.spina@isprambiente.it  

mailto:farikan@ormansu.gov.tr
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Mr Stefan FERGER, Project Management, Euronatur, EuroNatur Stiftung, Konstanzer Str. 22, DE-

78315 RADOLFZELL, Germany. 

Tel: +49 (0) 7732 9272 21.   Fax: +49 (0) 7732 9272 22.   E-mail: stefan.ferger@euronatur.org  

 

Mr Willem VAN DEN BOSSCHE, Conservation Officer, BirdLife Europe 

 

IV. SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT 
 

Directorate of Democratic Governance / Direction de la Gouvernance démocratique 

FR-67075 STRASBOURG CEDEX, France 

Tel: +33 388 41 20 00.   Fax: +33 388 41 37 51 

 

Mr Eladio FERNÁNDEZ-GALIANO, Head of the Democratic Initiatives Department, Secretary a.i. 

of the Bern Convention / Chef du Service des Initiatives démocratiques, Secrétraire a.i. de la 

Convention de Berne, Directorate of of Democratic Governance / Direction de la Gouvernance 

démocratique DGII 

Tel: +33 388 41 22 59.   Fax: +33 388 41 37 51   E-mail: eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int 

 

Ms Véronique de CUSSAC, Administrative Assistant / Assistante administrative, Biodiversity Unit / 

Unité de la Biodiversité 

Tel: +33 388 41 34 76.   Fax: +33 388 41 37 51.   E-mail: veronique.decussac@coe.int  
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Appendix 3 

NOTE TO THE SPECIAL FOCAL POINT ON IKB 

by Ms Marita Arvela 

 

Let me first apologise that I couldn't this time join the meeting, due to other pressing work. I 

know that this is unfortunate also due to the fact that there is now a transition period taking place to 

fill in the gap as our excellent colleague, Ivana D'Alessandro, no longer leads us on this important 

topic.   

I would like to update you on some main points reflecting the implementation of the EU 

Roadmap towards eliminating illegal killing, trapping and trade of birds, which is – as you know - part 

of the Tunis Action Plan.  

My focus is on issues with Commission involvement. I have altogether six points.  And for your 

information that the EU roadmap has been updated in the beginning of April 2016. 

1. A regular coordination meeting with stakeholders, as part of the EU roadmap, took place on 24 

February 2016 in Brussels. There were representatives from BirdLife, FACE, IMPEL, Interpol and 

CMS. Some of today's presentations will cover our discussion points. But I mention few of them.  

 You might be interested to know that IMPEL (EU Network for the Enforcement and 

Implementation of Environmental Law) is starting a new project on hunting tourism and its legal 

and illegal scope. First meeting should take place next week and Birdlife and FACE were invited 

to participate. IMPEL is also keen in developing approaches to share data on IKB with NGOs. 

Using experience of the EU TWIX database has been mentioned in this context. 

 The Environmental Crime Directive was discussed as well.  A review is foreseen to start this year 

with an open-end in terms of outcomes. For the moment, further guidance on this directive is not 

foreseen. The Commission has co-operated with national judges on the environment crime 

directive and a new training module on combating wildlife trafficking is foreseen to be developed 

and published this year. 

2. The EU Action Plan against wildlife trafficking was adopted by the Commission in February 

2016. While its focus is on international illegal trade, the action to combat illegal killing of birds in the 

EU and the respective roadmap is part of the Action Plan (namely, under Action 11). The Action Plan 

refers to Tunis Action Plan as well (Action 32)! 

The EU Action Plan will be endorsed via Council conclusions in June 2016. In general, the 

Action Plan contains a set of actions that the EU and its Member States will take domestically as well 

as internationally, focused on the three pillars of prevention, enforcement and global partnership.  

The Commission has already had an internal meeting between different Directorate Generals on 

the follow-up of the Action Plan. 

3. Ms Naves will tell all about this, but the Commission is happy to see that the 1
st
 meeting of the 

Intergovernmental Task Force to address Illegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds in the 

Mediterranean co-ordinated by CMS will take place in July, and Egypt is hosting it.  From the EU 

point of view, eight Member States are concerned and have been contacted by CMS to nominate 

Members to the Task Force. This Task Force's work is financed for three years by the Commission.  

4. The European Network against Environmental Crime (ENEC) -  a project financed by DG 

Justice - has developed and adopted A proposal for an EU Action Plan to prevent illegal poisoning of 

wildlife. Although this plan is not to be formally endorsed by the EU Member States, the Commission 

encourages Member States to consider it and implement it as appropriate. We have for example 

included it on the agenda of the meeting of the Expert Group on Nature directives taking place next 

week.  
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5. I would also like to update you on the latest developments to ban lead shots.  

In December 2015 the Commission requested the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) to 

prepare a so-called REACH Annex XV dossier for a potential restriction of the use of lead in shots 

across the European Union. This will involve a risk assessment, a cost benefit analysis and a socio 

economic assessment. This request covers  

 First, the assessment on EU wide restrictions on the use of lead shots in wetlands.  

 In parallel to this, the same Agency will also check the use of lead shots in other terrestrial 

environment, in lead weights and target shooting.  

European Chemicals Agency will soon open a call for evidence gathering which lasts until mid-

June (if someone is interested, they are invited to check Agency's website).  

This process is a transparent process; all documents will be available on the ECHA website for 

consultation. 

6. Finally, a general update on the Fitness Check of the EU Nature Directives. 

The draft emerging findings of the consultations were presented and discussed at a conference in 

Brussels in November 2015. The consultants draft final report was received in February 2016. The 

Commission intends to publish its conclusions of the Fitness Check by June 2016 in the form of a 

Commission Staff Working document.   

The adoption of the document by the Commission is foreseen for early June before a high level 

Conference organised by the Netherlands on the Fitness Check at the end of June. The current plan is 

that, on the basis of those conclusions, the Commission would propose some follow up actions in fall 

2016. 

 

Thank you for your attention and I wish you a good meeting! 


