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@ Nick WilliamsNagaland Falcon capital of the world
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Initiated in 2013…

• To support conservation efforts to reduce and 
ultimately eradicate the harvesting of Amur 
Falcons in northeast India

• Identification of stopover sites and Migration 
routes

the Amur Falcon Conservation Initiative…
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© Rupal Vaidya

A total of 15 Amur 
Falcons were satellite 
tagged from across 
stop-over sites in both 
Nagaland and Manipur 
State in NE India

Satellite tracking of 
Amur Falcons
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From the Manchurian Steppe to the African Veldts…

African Veldts

Manchurian 
Steppe

Tsavo
National Park

NE India
Tagged falcons either 
passed through or 
stopped over in 23 
countries during 
migration including India
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Northeast India – Migration Gateway for Amur Falcons
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Wind assisted flights…
foremost importance to affect 
migrating birds’ optimal flying 
speed and altitude, and optimal 
migratory routes

Undertook non-stop 
migration of close to 
6000 km on migration 
between India and 
Somalia and on their 
return
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Migration Stop-over

(October – November)

(April - May)
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Migration fuel…

© Saikat Banik
© Alex Jacob

of the 
prey remains in Amur 
Falcon regurgitated 
pellets examined 
were termites 

95%
Amurs undergo hyperphagia
or pre-migratory fattening 

Termites of the Genus 
Odontotermes mass 
emergence coincides 
with Amur Falcon’s 
arrival in the region and 
their emergence is timed 
with monsoonal activity
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@ Obed Swu

The success of the Amur Falcon Conservation 
Initiative is without doubt attributed to the 
“Naga Pride” - the fact that hunters can 
also become protectors.
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thank you...

Amur Falcon Partnership…
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