
2017 - NATIONAL REPORT OF PARTIES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIES OF WILD ANIMALS

 [Party: United Kingdom]
Page 1 of 101



2017 - NATIONAL REPORT OF PARTIES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIES OF WILD ANIMALS

 [Party: United Kingdom]
Page 2 of 101



2017 - NATIONAL REPORT OF PARTIES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIES OF WILD ANIMALS

 [Party: United Kingdom]
Page 3 of 101



2017 - NATIONAL REPORT OF PARTIES ON THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE
CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIES OF WILD
ANIMALS

The deadline for submission of the reports is 24 April 2017. T he reporting period is from May 2014 to
April 2017.

Parties are encouraged to respond to all questions. Parties are also requested to provide comprehensive answers,
including, where appropriate, a summary of activities, information on factors limiting action and details of any
assistance required.

The reporting format was agreed by the Standing Committee at its 40th Meeting (Bonn, November 2012) for
mandatory use by Parties, for reports submitted to the Eleventh Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP11). The
45th meeting of the Standing Committee recommended the use of the same format for reports submitted to COP12,
with necessary adjustments to take into account relevant COP11 decisions, in particular amendments to the
Appendices and resolutions.

COP Resolution 9.4 adopted at Rome called upon the Secretariats and Parties of CMS Agreements to collaborate in the
implementation and harmonization of online reporting implementation. The CMS Family Online Reporting System (ORS)
has been successfully implemented and used by AEWA in their last Meeting of the Parties (MOP 5, 2012) reporting
cycle. CMS now offers the ConventionÕs Parties to use the ORS for submitting their national reports for the COP11
(2014) reporting cycle.

Please enter here the name of your country
Ý United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Which agency has been primarily responsible for the preparation of this report?
Ý Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), www.defra.gov.uk

Please list any other agencies that have provided input
Ý Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), www.jncc.defra.gov.uk
Natural Resources Wales http://www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/
Natural England (NE), http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
Northern Ireland Environment Agency, https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/northern-ireland-environment-agency
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), http://www.snh.org.uk/
Council for Nature Conservation and the Countryside www.cnccni.gov.uk
Ascension Island Ð Conservation Department, Ascension Island Government
Saint Helena Ð Environment and Natural Resources Directorate, Saint Helena Government
Tristan da Cunha Ð Conservation Department
Bermuda Ð Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Government of Bermuda
British Indian Ocean Territory Administration
British Virgin Islands Ð Department of Conservation and Fisheries
Cayman Islands Ð Department of Environment, Cayman Islands Government
Cyprus Ð Sovereign Base Area Administration
Falkland Islands Ð Environment Planning Department, Falkland Islands Government
Gibraltar Ð Department of the Environment, Heritage and Climate Change. HM Government of Gibraltar
Guernsey Ð Environment, a States of Guernsey Government Department
Isle of Man Ð Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture, Government of the Isle of Man
Jersey Ð States of Jersey, Department of the Environment
Montserrat Ð Department of Environment, Government of Montserrat
Pitcairn Islands Ð Natural Resources Division
South Georgia Ð Government of South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands
Turks and Caicos Islands Ð Department of Environment and Maritime Affairs
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I(a). General Information
Please enter the required information in the table below:

Party

Date of entry into force of the Convention in your country
Ý 1 October 1985

Period covered
Ý 2014-2016

Territories to which the Convention applies
Ý United Kingdom and its Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies
Crown Dependencies:
Bailiwick of Jersey
Bailiwick of Guernsey
Isle of Man
Overseas Territories:
Ascension Island, St. Helena and Tristan da Cunha
Bermuda
British Indian Ocean Territory
British Virgin Islands
Cayman Islands
Cyprus Sovereign Base Areas (SBAs)
Falkland Islands
Gibraltar
Montserrat
Pitcairn
South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands
Turks and Caicos Islands
Overseas Territories not acceded to CMS
Anguilla
British Antarctic Territory

Designated National Focal Point

Full name of the institution
Ý Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Name and title of designated Focal Point
Ý Mrs Elaine Kendall

Mailing address
Ý Mrs Elaine Kendall
Head of CITES and Species Policy Team
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
CITES & International Species Conservation Policy
Floor 2, Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol
BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Telephone
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6664

Fax
Ý +44 (0)208 415 2510

E-mail
Ý elaine.kendall@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Appointment to the Scientific Council

Full name of the institution
Ý Joint Nature Conservation Committee
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Name and title of contact officer
Ý Dr James Williams
Biodiversity Indicators Manager

Mailing address
Ý Dr James Williams
Biodiversity Indicators Manager
Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Monkstone House
City Road
Peterborough
PE1 1JY
United Kingdom

Telephone
Ý +44 (0) 1733 866868

Fax
Ý +44 (0) 1733 555948

E-mail
Ý james.williams@jncc.gov.uk

Submission

Name and Signature of officer responsible for submitting national report

Name:
Ý Mrs Elaine Kendall

Address:
Ý CITES and International Species Policy team
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Floor 2
Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel.:
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6664

Fax:
Ý +44 (0)208 415 2510

E-mail:
Ý elaine.kendall@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Date of submission
Ý 21 April 2017

Implementation

Competent Authority:
Ý Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Relevant implemented legislation:
Ý Primary legislation in England is made by the UK Parliament, in Wales by the Welsh Assembly, in Scotland by
the Scottish Parliament, and in Northern Ireland by the making of Orders in Council in the nature of an Act of
the Northern Ireland Assembly. Laws may be amended through successive legislation or specific Amendment
Acts. As a result, laws relating to specific subjects are often found in more than one piece of legislation.
Although previous Acts of Parliament include provisions for nature conservation, the main piece of legislation
relating to nature conservation in Great Britain is the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). This
Act is supplemented, inter alia, by provision in the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 and the
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (in England and Wales), the Environment (Wales) Act
2016 (in Wales) and the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 (in Scotland).
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The Scotland Act 1998; the Government of Wales Act 1998 followed by the passage of the Government of
Wales Acts of 2006 and 2011, and the Northern Ireland Act 1998, introduced schemes of devolution to
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Relations with the European Union (EU) and obligations arising out of
Treaties and Conventions remain the responsibility of the UK Government, but the devolved administrations
are responsible for implementing obligations that concern devolved matters. Powers on environmental
regulation are among the policy areas devolved.
Relevant legislation includes:
Whaling Industry (Regulations) Act 1934.
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1946.
Fishery Limits Acts 1964 and 1976.
Countryside Act 1968 Nature Conservancy Council Act 1973.
Endangered Species (Import and Export) Act 1976.
Fisheries Act 1981.
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Variation of Schedules) Order 1988.
Environmental Protection Act 1990.
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (implements the Habitats Directive).
The Environmental Regulations (Restriction on Use of Lead Shot) (England) Regulations 1999.
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 1999.
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
EC Regulation 812/2004 on Bycatch.
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.
The Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007.
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2010 (implements the Habitats Directive).
Scotland:
Countryside (Scotland) Act 1967.
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004.
The Environmental Regulations (Restriction on Use of Lead Shot) (Scotland) Regulations 2004.
Wildlife and Natural Environments (Scotland) Act (2011).
Wales:
The Environmental Regulations (Restriction on Use of Lead Shot) (Wales) Regulations 2001.
Well Being of Future Generations Act 2015.
Planning (Wales) Act 2015.
Environment (Wales) Act 2016.
Northern Ireland:
Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 (as amended).
Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands (Northern Ireland) Order 1985.
Conservation (Nature Habitats, etc.) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995.
The Environment (Northern Ireland) Order 2002.
The Environmental Protection (Restriction on the use of Lead Shot) (Northern Ireland) Regulations 2009.
Wildlife and Natural Environment (Northern Ireland) Act (2011).
Marine Act (Northern Ireland) 2013.
Bailiwick of Jersey:
Conservation of Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2000 (as amended).
Endangered Species (CITES) (Jersey) Law 2012
Planning & Building (Jersey) Law 2002
Water Pollution (Jersey) Law 2000
Sea Fisheries (Jersey) Law 1994
Isle of Man:
Endangered Species Act 2010.
Wildlife Act 1990.
Bermuda:
Protected Species Act 2003.
Protected Species Amendment Order 2016.
Fisheries Act 1972.
Fisheries (Protected Species) Order 1978.
Protection of Birds Act 1975.
British Indian Ocean Territory:
Protection and Preservation of Wild Life Ordinance 1970.
Ozone Layer Protection Ordinance 1994.
Diego Garcia Conservation (Restricted Area) Ordinance 1994.
Prevention of Oil Pollution Ordinance 1994.
Fisheries (Conservation and Management) Ordinance 1998.
Trade in Endangered Species (Control) Ordinance 2001.
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Protection and Preservation of Wild Life (Amendment) Ordinance 2002.
The Trade in Endangered Species (Control) Ordinance 2007.
The Fisheries (Conservation and Management) Ordnance 2007.
The Fishing Regulations 2007.
Commissioner's Proclamation No.1 of 2010 (Marine Protected Area).
Cayman Islands:
National Conservation Law (2013).
Endangered Species Trade and Transport Law (2004).
SBA Cyprus:
The Game and Wild Birds Ordinance 2008 (which implements the provisions of the EU Birds Directive) protects
wild birds.
Falkland Islands:
Conservation of Wildlife and Nature Ordinance 1999.
Marine Mammals Ordinance 1992.
Gibraltar:
The Nature Protection Act 1991.
Marine Protection Regulations 2014
Tuna Preservation Regulation 2014
Endangered Species Act 1991
Control of Trade in Endangered Species 1998
Environment Act 2005
Marine Strategy Regulations 2011
Town Planning (Environment Impact Assessment) 2000
St Helena:
Environmental Protection Ordinance, 2016
South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands:
Wildlife and Protected Area Ordinance 2011.
Marine Protected Area Order 2013.

Other relevant Conventions/ Agreements (apart from CMS) to which your country is a Party:
Ý Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat 1971 (ÒRamsar
ConventionÓ).
Convention on Marine Pollution 1972.
World Heritage Convention 1972 (WHC).
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution by Ships 1973 (ÒMARPOL ConventionÓ).
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 1973 (CITES).
Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 1979 (ÒBern ConventionÓ).
Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources 1980 (CCAMLR).
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS).
Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region
(Cartagena de Indias, 24 March 1983.
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer 1985 (ÒVienna ConventionÓ).
Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South Pacific (SPREP) and Final
Act of the High Level Conference on the Protection of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South
Pacific Region (Noumea, New Caledonia, 17-25 November 1986) (for Pitcairn). NB. Although the Agreement
was signed by HMA Suva, Fiji, in respect of Pitcairn, Henderson, Ducie and Oeno Islands on 16/7/87,
ratification has not taken place.
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 1987.
Council Directive of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora
(92/43/EEC) (the ÒHabitats DirectiveÓ).
Framework Convention on Climate Change 1992.
Convention on Biological Diversity 1992 (CBD).
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic 1992 (ÒOSPAR
ConventionÓ).
Implementation Agreement (of 4 August 1995) relating to Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish
Stocks.
Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a framework for the
Community action in the field of water policy (ÔWater Framework DirectiveÕ).
Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 establishing a framework
for community action in the field of marine environmental policy (Marine Strategy Framework Directive).
Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the
Conservation of Wild Birds.

National policy instruments (e.g. national biodiversity conservation strategy, etc.):
Ý The Environment Departments of all four governments in the UK work together through the Four Countries
Biodiversity Group. Together they have agreed, and Ministers have signed, a framework of priorities for UK-
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level work for the Convention on Biological Diversity. Published on 17 July 2012, the 'UK Post-2010 Biodiversity
Framework' covers the period from 2011 to 2020. A copy of the Report can be found at:
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UK_Post2010_Bio-Fwork.pdf.
The country strategies for biodiversity and the environment in each of the four countries of the UK underpin
the overarching UK level document. The country strategies include further priorities and are supported by
additional measures and indicators, reflecting the countriesÕ different responsibilities, needs and views. The
objectives of the strategies are generally to:
¥ Halt the loss of biodiversity and continue to reverse previous losses through targeted actions for species and
habitats.
¥ Increase awareness, understanding and enjoyment of biodiversity, and engage more people in conservation
and enhancement.
¥ Restore and enhance biodiversity in urban, rural and marine environments through better planning, design
and practice.
¥ Develop an effective management framework that ensures biodiversity is taken into account in wider
decision making.
¥ Ensure knowledge on biodiversity is available to all policy makers and practitioners.
The most recent strategy for each of the four countries can be found at:
England Ð published in 2011: http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2011/08/19/pb13583-biodiversity-strategy-
2020/.
Scotland Ð published in 2013: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/5538.
Wales Ð published in 2006: http://wales.gov.uk/docs/desh/publications/060517environmentstrategyen.pdf.
In Wales the inter-action between the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, the Well Being of Future Generations Act
2015 and the Planning (Wales) Act 2015 is explained at :
http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/160610-three-bills-diagram-en.pdf
Northern Ireland Ð published in 2015: https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/biodiversity-strategy-northern-
ireland-2020-0
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/doe/natural-policy-biodiversity-strategy-to-2020-
2015.pdf .
A report on the implementation of the Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy to December 2016 can be found
at:
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/report-on-the-implementation-of-the-2015-
northern-ireland-biodiversity-strategy-valuing-nature.pdf .
Jersey Ð A Biodiversity Strategy for Jersey -
https://www.gov.je/planningbuilding/lawsregs/islandplan/background/pages/biodiversitystrategy.aspx
Isle of Man published in 2015: Managing our Natural Wealth, The Isle of ManÕs First Biodiversity Strategy,
2015-2025, available at: https://www.gov.im/about-the-government/departments/environment-food-and-
agriculture/biodiversity-strategy-and-delivery-plan/
Bermuda Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2003:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/501134e9c4aa430673203999/t/58a324d1be6594d7b430cf61/1487086
802106/Biodiversity+Action+Plan+2003.pdf
Falkland Islands Government published in 2016: Falkland Islands Biovisersity Framework, 2016-2013, available
at:
http://www.fig.gov.fk/epd/index.php/environment/biodiversity-framework

CMS Agreements/MoU
Please indicate whether your country is part of the following Agreements/MoU. If so, please
indicate the competent national institution

Wadden Sea Seals (1991)

Wadden Sea Seals (1991)
! Non Range State

EUROBATS (1994)

EUROBATS (1994)
! Party

Appointed member of the Advisory Committee

Name
Ý Jean Matthews

Address
Ý Natural Resources Wales
Maes y Ffynnon,
Bangor
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Wales
LL57 2DW.
United Kingdom.

Tel
Ý +44 (0)3000 654846

E-mail
Ý Jean.Matthews@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

Administrative Focal Point

Name
Ý Alan Titcombe

Address
Ý Protected Species Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
2nd Floor
Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)20 8026 6542

E-mail
Ý Alan.Titcombe@defra.gsi.gov.uk

ASCOBANS (1994)

ASCOBANS (1994)
! Party

National Coordinator

Name
Ý Jamie Rendell

Address
Ý International Fisheries and Marine Species Protection Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
Room 8 AB
Millbank
17 Smith Square
London SW1P 3JR
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 4427

E-mail
Ý jamie.rendell@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Appointed member of the Advisory Committee

Name
Ý Dr Kelly Macleod

Address
Ý Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Inverdee House,
Baxter Street,
Aberdeen,
AB11 9QA,

2017 - NATIONAL REPORT OF PARTIES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIES OF WILD ANIMALS

 [Party: United Kingdom]
Page 10 of 101



Scotland,
United Kingdom.

Tel
Ý +44 (0)1224 266584

E-mail
Ý kelly.macleod@jncc.gov.uk

AEWA (1999)

AEWA (1999)
! Party

National Focal Point

Name
Ý Kate Brickett

Address
Ý Defra
Wildlife Management and Crime Team
Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6759

E-mail
Ý kate.brickett@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Appointed member of the Technical Committee

Name
Ý Mr. David Stroud MBE

Address
Ý Mr. David Stroud MBE
Senior Ornithologist
Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Monkstone House
City Road
Peterborough PE1 1JY
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)1733 866810

Fax
Ý +44 (0)1733 555948

E-mail
Ý david.stroud@jncc.gov.uk

ACAP (2001)

ACAP (2001)
! Party

Focal Point

Name
Ý Mark Baxter

2017 - NATIONAL REPORT OF PARTIES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIES OF WILD ANIMALS

 [Party: United Kingdom]
Page 11 of 101



Address
Ý CITES and International Species Policy Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
2nd Floor Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6794

Fax
Ý +44 (0)208 415 2510

E-mail
Ý mark.baxter@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Member of Advisory Committee

Name
Ý Mr Mark Tasker

Address
Ý c/o Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Inverdee House,
Baxter Street,
Aberdeen,
AB11 9QA,
Scotland,
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)7971 078441

E-mail
Ý mltasker@aol.com

Gorilla Agreement (2008)

Gorilla Agreement (2008)
! Non Range State

ACCOBAMS (2001)

ACCOBAMS (2001)
! Non-party Range State

National Focal Point

Name
Ý Jamie Rendell

Address
Ý International Fisheries and Marine Species Protection Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
Room 8 AB
Millbank
17 Smith Square
London SW1P 3JR
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 4427

E-mail
Ý jamie.rendell@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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Appointed member of the Scientific Committee

Name
Ý N/A

Siberian Crane MoU (1993/1999)

Siberian Crane MoU (1993/1999)
! Non Range State

Slender-billed Curlew MoU (1994)

Slender-billed Curlew MoU (1994)
! Non Range State

Atlantic Turtles MoU (1999)

Atlantic Turtles MoU (1999)
! Non-signatory Range State

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority

Competent authority

Name
Ý Stacey Hughes

Address
Ý CITES and International Species Policy Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
2nd Floor Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6911

Fax
Ý +44 (0)208 415 2510

E-mail
Ý stacey.hughes@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Middle-European Great Bustard MoU (2001)

Middle-European Great Bustard MoU (2001)
! Non Range State

Competent authority

Name
Ý Jonathan Tweney

Address
Ý Wildlife Management and Crime Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6749
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E-mail
Ý jonathan.tweney@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority.

IOSEA Marine Turtles MoU (2001)

IOSEA Marine Turtles MoU (2001)
! Signatory

Competent authority

Name
Ý Stacey Hughes

Address
Ý CITES and International Species Policy Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
2nd Floor Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6911

Fax
Ý +44 (0)208 415 2510

E-mail
Ý stacey.hughes@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority

Bukhara Deer MoU (2002)

Bukhara Deer MoU (2002)
! Non Range State

Aquatic Warbler MoU (2003)

Aquatic Warbler MoU (2003)
! Signatory

Competent authority

Name
Ý Kate Brickett / Jonathan Tweney

Address
Ý Wildlife Management and Crime Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6749

E-mail
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Ý kate.brickett@defra.gsi.gov.uk jonathan.tweney@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority

West African Elephants MoU (2005)

West African Elephants MoU (2005)
! Non Range State

Pacific Islands Cetaceans MoU (2006)

Pacific Islands Cetaceans MoU (2006)
! Signatory

Competent authority

Name
Ý Catherine Bell

Address
Ý International Fisheries and Marine Species Protection Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
Room 8AB
17 Smith Square
London
SW1P 3JR
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 4342

E-mail
Ý catherine.bell@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority

Saiga Antelope MoU (2006)

Saiga Antelope MoU (2006)
! Non Range State

Southern South American Grassland Birds MoU (2007)

Southern South American Grassland Birds MoU (2007)
! Non Range State

Ruddy-headed Goose MoU (2006)

Ruddy-headed Goose MoU (2006)
! Non-signatory Range State

Monk Seal in the Atlantic MoU (2007)

Monk Seal in the Atlantic MoU (2007)
! Non-signatory Range State

Competent authority

Name
Ý Sarah Jones
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Address
Ý EU, Marine and International Team
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Area A, Floor 8,
9, Millbank
c/o 17 Smith Square
London
SW1P 3JR
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 4575

E-mail
Ý Sarah.Jones@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority.

Dugong MoU (2007)

Dugong MoU (2007)
! Non Range State

Western African Aquatic Mammals MoU (2008)

Western African Aquatic Mammals MoU (2008)
! Non Range State

Birds of Prey (Raptors) MoU (2008)

Birds of Prey (Raptors) MoU (2008)
! Signatory

Competent authority

Name
Ý Kate Brickett / Jonathan Tweney

Address
Ý Wildlife Management and Crime Team
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol BS1 5AH
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 6749

E-mail
Ý kate.brickett@defra.gsi.gov.uk jonathan.tweney@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority

High Andean Flamingos MoU (2008)

High Andean Flamingos MoU (2008)
! Non Range State

Sharks MoU (2010)
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Sharks MoU (2010)
! Signatory

Competent authority

Name
Ý Jamie Rendell

Address
Ý International Fisheries and Marine Species Protection Team Department for Environment Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra)
Room 8 AB
Millbank
17 Smith Square
London SW1P 3JR
United Kingdom

Tel
Ý +44 (0)208 026 4427

E-mail
Ý jamie.rendell@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Contact point

Name
Ý As Competent Authority

South Andean Huemul MoU (2010)

South Andean Huemul MoU (2010)
! Non Range State

Involvement of other government departments/NGOs/private sector

1. Which other government departments are involved in activities/initiatives for the conservation of
migratory species in your country? (Please list.)
Ý Government Departments and Devolved Administrations
Scottish Government, Environment Department,
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats.
Welsh Government (WG), Sustainable Futures Department,
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/?lang=en.
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk. (Northern
Ireland)
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-
commonwealth-office
Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS),
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-energy-and-industrial-strategy.
Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-
for-culture-media-sport
Department for International Development (DFID), https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-
for-international-development
Ministry of Defence (MoD), https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-defence
Government Agencies:
Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas), http://www.cefas.co.uk/.
Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), www.jncc.defra.gov.uk.
Natural England (NE), http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/.
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/.
Department of Agriculture Northern Ireland Environment Agency, https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/northern-
ireland-environment-agency and Marine and Fisheries Division
http://nics.intranet.nigov.net/daera/environment-marine-and-fisheries/marine-and-fisheries-division.
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), http://www.snh.org.uk/.
Crown Dependencies Government Departments and Agencies
States of Alderney Government, http://www.alderney.gov.gg/ (Alderney).
Environment Department, http://www3.gov.gg/ccm/navigation/environment/ (States of Guernsey).
Sark Island Legislature (Court of Chief Pleas), http://www.gov.sark.gg/ (Sark).
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Planning and Environment Department of the Environment,
http://www.gov.je/government/departments/planningenvironment/pages/index.aspx (States of Jersey).
Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture (DEFA), http://www.gov.im/daff/ (Isle of Man).
Manx National Heritage (MNH), http://www.gov.im/mnh/ (Isle of Man).
Overseas Territories Ð Government Departments/Administrations
Ascension Island Conservation Department, www.ascensionconservation.org.ac (Ascension Island).
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (www.environment.bm) (Bermuda)
British Indian Ocean Territory Administrator (contact via BIOTAdmin@fco.gov.uk) (British Indian Ocean
Territory).
Department of Environment and Fisheries (part of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Labour),
http://www.bvidef.org/main/ (British Virgin Islands).
Department of the Environment (DoE), http://www.doe.ky/ (Cayman Islands).
Environment Department of the Sovereign Base Areas Administrator, www.sba.mod.uk/ (contact via
hqsbaa@cytanet.com.cy). The Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus are the joint responsibility of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and the Ministry of Defense (Cyprus Sovereign Base Areas).
Falkland Islands Government, Environmental Planning Department, http://www.fig.gov.fk/epd/ (Falkland
Islands).
HM Government of Gibraltar, Department of the Envrionment, Heritage and Climate Change,
http://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/environment/environment (Gibraltar).
Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Housing and The Environment, http://www.malhe.gov.ms/default.htm
(Montserrat).
Administered by the GovernorÕs Office at the British High Commission in Wellington together with a
Commissioner based in Auckland and a locally elected Island Council. Enquiries should be referred to the
GovernorÕs Office in the first instance, http://www.government.pn/index.html (Pitcairn).
Environmental Management Division (EMD), http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/environmental-management/
(Saint Helena).
The Government of South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands (http://www.gov.gs) NOTE: although
previously a dependency of the Falkland Islands, since 1985 GSGSSI has been a separate Government and has
its own laws and regulations; the Governor of the Falkland Islands is also the Commissioner of South Georgia
& the South Sandwich Islands.
Department of Natural Resources (contact via tristannrd@uuplus.com) http://www.tristandc.com/ (Tristan da
Cunha).
Department of Environment and Coastal Resources, http://www.environment.tc/ (Turks & Caicos Islands).

2. If more than one government department is involved, describe the interaction/relationship between
these government departments:
Ý The Scotland Act 1998; the Government of Wales Act 1998 followed by the passage of the Government of
Wales Acts of 2006 and 2011, and the Northern Ireland Act 1998 introduced schemes of devolution to
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Relations with the European Union (EU) and obligations arising out of
Treaties and Conventions remain the responsibility of the UK government, but the devolved administrations
are responsible for implementing obligations that concern devolved matters. Powers on environmental
regulation are among the policy areas devolved.
Defra and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee participate in regular meetings with other government
departments on international biodiversity issues to help ensure a coordinated approach to issues occurs.
Where necessary co-ordination amongst UK Overseas Territories / Crown Dependencies (OTs / CDs) and with
other States, is facilitated via the Foreign and Commonwealth Office for OTs and the Ministry of Justice for
CDs.

3. Has a national liaison system or committee been established in your country?
! Yes

Ý The Four Countries Group (senior officials from the four UK administrations) will discuss issues relating to the
Convention on Migratory Species as necessary, in addition to its work on the Convention on Biological
Diversity and other relevant MEAs. At a technical level the Network of Multilateral Environmental Agreement
(MEA) Experts helps to undertake the practicalities of internal Government coordination.

4. List the main non-governmental organizations actively involved in activities/initiatives for the
conservation of migratory species in your country, and describe their involvement:
Ý Metropolitan UK
Bat Conservation Trust (BCT), http://www.bats.org.uk/ Ð monitoring, research and conservation advocacy for
bat species and regular contributor to EUROBATS.
Birdlife International, http://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/index.html Ð a global partnership of bird conservation
organizations and participant in CMS activities and meetings worldwide.
British Association for Shooting and Conservation, www.basc.org.uk Ð promotes and protects sports shooting
and the well-being of the countryside throughout the UK and overseas, through habitat conservation, training
and undertaking appropriate research.
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), http://www.bto.org/ Ð principal organisation involved in the monitoring of
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bird species abundance and distribution with the UK.
European Cetacean Monitorng Coalition http://www.ecmcweb.org/portal/ Ð provides pan-European monitoring
data on the distribution and abundance of cetaceans and seabirds.
Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust, http://www.whaledolphintrust.co.uk/ Ð dedicated to enhancing knowledge
and understanding of ScotlandÕs whales, dolphins and porpoises (cetaceans) and the Hebridean marine
environment through education and research.
Institute of Zoology (IoZ), Zoological Society of London, https://www.zsl.org/science Ð Undertakes a range of
conservation activities, including research and education programmes that benefit migratory species.
Marine Conservation Society, www.mcsuk.org Ð a UK conservation charity dedicated to the cause of marine
wildlife protection, and provider of monitoring information for marine species including sharks, turtles and
cetaceans.
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), http://www.rspb.org.uk/ Ð involvement in research,
conservation, protected area management and species reintroductions.
Royal Zoological Society of Scotland www.rzss.org.uk Ð Undertakes a range of conservation activities,
including research and education programmes that benefit migratory species.
Sea Mammal Research Unit (SMRU), University of St Andrews, http://www.smru.st-andrews.ac.uk/ Undertakes
a range of research projects investigating the numbers, distribution and ecology of migratory sea mammals.
Seawatch Foundation, www.seawatchfoundation.org.uk Ð a national marine conservation research charity
dedicated to the protection of cetaceans around the UK.
Shark Trust, http://www.sharktrust.org/ Ð UK charity for shark conservation and provider of research and
monitoring information to advance the worldwide conservation of sharks.
Sustainable Eel Group http://www.sustainableeelgroup.org/ Ð a Europe wide conservation and science led
organisation working with partner bodies and individuals to accelerate the eels recovery.
Some UK University Departments undertake research on migratory species.
UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme (CSIP, www.ukstrandings.org) Ð UK consortium that
investigates stranded cetaceans, seals, marine turtles and basking sharks at post-mortem under contract to
Defra and the Devolved Administrations in Scotland and Wales.
Whale and Dolphin Conservation, http://uk.whales.org/ Ð a global charity dedicated to defending whales and
dolphins from the threats they face.
The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, http://www.wwt.org.uk/ Ð research and conservation activity for wildfowl
species including lead monitoring responsibility for ducks, geese and swans.
The Wildlife Trusts http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/ Ð a network of 47 individual Wildlife Trusts covering the whole
of the UK and the Isle of Man and Alderney.
WWF-UK, http://www.wwf.org.uk/ Ð the UK arm of the WWF Network, a leading global environmental
organisation dedicated the conservation of animal species worldwide.
Crown Dependencies
Alderney Wildlife Trust, http://www.alderneywildlife.org/.
La Société Guernesiaise, http://www.societe.org.gg/.
Jersey Bat Group, http://www.jerseybatgroup.org/
Jersey SeaSearch - http://www.jerseyseasearch.org/
Littlefeetenvironment - http://www.littlefeet.org.uk/about-us/
National Trust for Jersey, http://www.nationaltrustjersey.org.je/general/home.asp.
Société Jersiaise, http://www.societe-jersiaise.org/.
Manx Bat Group, http://www.manxbatgroup.org/ Ð research and advocacy for bats on the Isle of Man.
Manx Basking Shark Watch, http://www.manxbaskingsharkwatch.org/ Ð an independent charity undertaking
research on basking sharks including DNA, tagging and identification, in collaboration with other
organisations.
Manx BirdLife, http://www.manxbirdatlas.org.uk/index.shtml Ð research, monitoring and advocacy, providing
species trends on contract to the government.
Manx Wildlife Trust, http://www.wildlifetrust.org.uk/manxwt/ Ð reserve owner and advocate for nature
conservation.
Manx Whale and Dolphin Watch http://www.mwdw.net/ Ð research and monitoring of Cetacea in Manx waters
including transects and point counts.
Overseas Territories
Ascension Heritage Society, http://www.heritage.org.ac/.
Bermuda Audubon Society, http://www.audubon.bm/.
Bermuda National Trust, http://www.bnt.bm/.
Bermuda Zoological Society, http://www.bamz.org.
Chagos Conservation Trust, http://www.chagos-trust.org/.
National Parks Trust of the British Virgin Islands, http://www.bvinationalparkstrust.org/.
National Trust for the Cayman Islands, http://www.nationaltrust.org.ky/.
Falklands Conservation, http://www.falklandsconservation.com/.
Gibraltar Ornithological and Natural History Society, http://www.gonhs.org/.
Montserrat National Trust, http://www.ukotcf.org/territories/montserrat.htm.
St Helena National Trust, http://www.nationaltrust.org.sh/.
St. Helena Nature Conservation Group http://www.nationaltrust.org.sh/shnt-member-organisations/st-helena-
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nature-conservation-group/
National Trust of the Turks and Caicos Islands, http://www.tcinationaltrust.org/.
UK Overseas Territories Conservation Forum, http://www.ukotcf.org/.

4a. Please provide detail on any devolved government/overseas territory authorities involved.
Ý See Questions 1 and 2.

5. Describe any involvement of the private sector in the conservation of migratory species in your country:
Ý The private sector play an important role in the conservation of migratory species. For example, a number of
energy production and supply companies are involved in the regular survey of birds and cetaceans as part of
their developments. Data and information from these surveys, and associated research and development, is
becoming increasingly available.

6. Note any interactions between these sectors in the conservation of migratory species in your country:
Ý Multi-stakeholder working groups and steering committees are in place for most conservation and research
projects that are undertaken collaboratively between government departments, non-governmental
organisations and the private sector. This provides for interaction and integration of activities and results in
efficiencies in the use of resources to further the conservation of migratory species.
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I(b). Information about involved Authorities
Identify the ministry, agency/department or organization that is responsible for leading actions relating to
Appendix I species

1- Birds
Ý In the terrestrial and inshore marine environment, policy responsibility for England lies with the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), in Scotland with the Scottish Government, in Wales with the
Welsh Government and in Northern Ireland with the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs.
Executive actions for species conservation are undertaken respectively by Natural England, Scottish Natural
Heritage, Natural Resources Wales and the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs.
In the offshore environment, the lead responsibility lies with the Defra and the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy. The Marine Management Organisation works to license, regulate and plan
marine activities in the seas around England so that they're carried out in a sustainable way. In Scottish
waters, the lead lies with Marine Scotland, although the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy still have responsibility for oil and gas licensing, and hence assessment of impacts on marine
organisms. The Joint Nature Conservation Committee has an advisory role to government and to the Statutory
nature conservation bodies.
Each Overseas Territory or Crown Dependency has its own arrangements for the management of these issues.

2- Aquatic Mammals
Ý As for section on Birds

3- Reptiles
Ý As for section on Birds

4- Terrestrial Mammals
Ý As for section on Birds

5- Fish
Ý As for section on Birds
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II. Appendix I species
1. BIRDS

1.1ÊGeneral questions on Appendix I bird species

1. Is the taking of all Appendix I bird species prohibited by the national implementing legislation cited in
Table I(a) (General Information)?
! Yes

1a. If the taking of Appendix I bird species is prohibited by law, have any exceptions been granted to the
prohibition?
! No

2. Identify any obstacles to migration that exist in relation to Appendix I bird species:
! Wind turbines
! Other

Ý Jersey: Proposed offshore wind turbines site in Bay of St Malo may impact on migratory species in the future.
Bermuda: It has been reported that light pollution can be a fatal attractant to the nocturnal Bermuda petrel
Pterodroma cahow, especially for newly fledging chicks and prospecting birds, and that this has inhibited new
pair formation in the past. For action to enhance the conservation status of this species please see the species
account below.
Falkland Islands: Small risk of confusion of Ruddy Headed Goose with similar species, Upland Goose (female)
which is not protected.

2a. What actions are being undertaken to overcome these obstacles?
Ý Metropolitan UK:
A number of land management schemes and policies such as agri- environment programmes; control of
pollution through legislation and environmental impact assessment practices are helping to maintain and
where possible to enhance the habitats of a wide range of migratory species.
Jersey: Government has responded to the EIA with its concerns.
Gibraltar: No identified obstacles. Salient management measures carried out to protect habitats and species
in Gibraltar are elaborated in the following documents:
Upper Rock Nature Reserve Management Plan
http://www.gonhs.org/documents/UpperRockNatureReserveManagementActionPlan.pdf
Gibraltar Biodiversity Action Plan: Planning for Nature
http://www.gonhs.org/documents/BiodiversityActionPlan2006web.pdf
Southern Waters of Gibraltar Management Scheme:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/images/stories/PDF/environment/Southern_Waters_of_Gibraltar_Management_Sch
eme_2012.pdf
Gibraltar Nature Reserve Management Plan 2016. Department of the Environment, Heritage and Climate
Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/HMGoG_Documents/Gibraltar_Nature_Reserve_Managemen
t_Plan_2016_%E2%80%93_Consultation_Draft.pdf
Southern Waters of Gibraltar Management Scheme 2012. Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Climate Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/1/15/Southern_Waters_of_Gibraltar_Management_Scheme_
2012.pdf
Marine Strategy Framwork Directive Monitoring Programme 2015. Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Climate Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/HMGoG_Documents/MSFD_Marine_Monitoring_Programme.
pdf
Falkland Islands: Awareness raising.

2c. What assistance, if any, does your country require in order to overcome these obstacles?
Ý Continued international cooperation and a sharing of experiences of dealing with these issues would be
useful.

3. What are the major pressures to Appendix I bird species (transcending mere obstacles to migration)?
! Other

Ý Metropolitan UK: Two threats, common across many Parties, are worth mentioning here. Firstly, the
deliberate persecution of birds of prey, and secondly the common threat from climate change.
In addition, previous Reports to CMS have included details of actions to control ruddy duck in the UK and
provided an update on the reintroduction of the great bustard to England. Updates on both these projects are
provided below.
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British Indian Ocean Territory: BIOTÕs avifauna remains subject to pressure from historic habitat modification
(namely felling and replacement of native hardwoods with coconut palms) and invasive species (especially
black rats) on a number of islands. Reversing these threats remains apriority for the BIOT Administration (see
below).
SBA Cyprus: For the SBA Administration on Cyprus combating illegal trapping and killing of birds is a top
priority. Efforts are concentrated on anti-poaching campaigns (field action to arrest poachers and to confiscate
trapping paraphernalia) and on educating people who live in the SBAs as well as children who visit the
Environmental Centre at Akrotiri.
Falkland Islands: Small risk of confusion of Ruddy Headed Goose with similar species, Upland Goose (female)
which is not protected.

3a. What actions have been taken to prevent, reduce or control factors that are endangering or are likely to
further endanger bird species beyond actions to prevent disruption to migrating behaviour? 
Ê
Ý Metropolitan UK:
Persecution of birds of prey
Various actions are underway to help eliminate the deliberate persecution of birds of prey in Metropolitan UK.
These are detailed below in the update report in relation to Resolution 11.15 ÒPoisoning Migratory BirdsÓ.
Climate change adaptation
Within Metropolitan UK actions are underway to facilitate species adaptation to climate change including a
major programme of peatland restoration: an important habitat for many migratory species; expansion of
native woodlands, and a number of coastal management programmes are aiding migratory wader species in
particular.
Ruddy duck Oxyura jamaicensis eradication
The UK-wide eradication programme for the North American ruddy duck commenced in September 2005 as
this species posed a threat to the globally threatened white-headed duck (Oxyura leucocephala).
The UKÕs ruddy duck eradication programme has been the largest eradication programme of its kind in
Europe. Following the completion of an EU LIFE-Nature project involving the EU, Defra and the Spanish
Ministry of the Environment, the UK Government has continued to devote significant sums of money to
removing this species. The eradication programme is due to run until March 2018 at least, and so far there
has been no evidence of breeding in 2016. The UK, and Parties to the Bern Convention, have committed to
continuing action to achieve eradication in the Western Palearctic by the end of 2020.
Great bustard Otis tarda reintroduction
The Great Bustard Group trial re-introduction project started in the UK in 2004. Originally juvenile birds have
been sourced from eggs collected from non-viable nests in the Saratov region of Russia. However sourcing of
birds from this area ceased in 2012, and was replaced with eggs sourced from wild populations in Spain. The
trial re-introduction was originally licensed by the UK government for a period of 10 years with releases of
juveniles in each year up to 2013, but was extended until 2016. A further application for a formal re-
introduction is currently under consideration. The long-term aim of the project is to establish a self-sustaining
population of around 200 individuals in the release area.
Jersey: habitat improvements and engagement of agricultural community intend to assist climate change
adaptation
British Indian Ocean Territory:
The BIOT Administration is working closely with national and international NGOs, including the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds, to protect BIOTÕs avifauna and prevent disruption to migrating behaviour. Habitat
restoration, including the replacement of invasive flora (especially coconut palms) with native hardwoods, is
underway in a number of sites. A pilot rat eradication programme has been launched on ële Vache Marine,
which is due for completion in July 2014.
SBA Cyprus - Trapping birds on the SBA Cyprus
The SBA works closely with the Republic of Cyprus Game Fund, Birdlife Cyprus and other national and
international NGOs. The SBAA currently participates in the drawing up of a Strategic Action Plan for tackling
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus. Birdlife Cyprus has the lead on this action but all key stakeholders who are
working against illegal trapping contribute to the drafting (and subsequently to the implementation) of the
Action Plan. The Action Plan will include short, medium and long-term actions in relation to the following
elements: (1) enforcement, (2) courts, (3) policy, (4) awareness raising, (5) habitat management, (6)
economic consequences, (7) monitoring and co-ordination.
Falkland Islands: Awareness raising.

3b. Please report on the progress / success of the actions taken.
Ý Metropolitan UK:
Ruddy duck eradication
The UK population of ruddy ducks is now estimated to be around 20 birds, compared to a peak of almost
6,000.
Great Bustard reintroduction
Over the period 2004-2012, 168 Russian sourced juvenile birds have been released into the wild in the UK at a
single site on Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire. The project suffered high mortality and low residency of the 168
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released birds, and 9 birds remained alive in early 2016. The releases of Spanish sourced birds has been much
more successful, with 28 birds remaining alive from 126 eggs taken and 61 birds released in a 2 year period
from 2014 to 2015. In 2007, the first breeding attempt took place, but the single clutch was infertile. Nesting
attempts in the following years produced the first two chicks to successfully fledge in the UK for over 177
years in 2009 and a single bird fledged in 2010, however none of these chicks successfully overwintered. In
2015 a single wild bred chick survived over winter and in 2016 two wild bred chicks survived over winter.
Released juveniles are monitored closely, with many individuals fitted with radio-transmitters to assist with
tracking movements and establishing survival estimates.
The LIFE+ project ÒReintroducing the Great Bustard (Otis tarda) to Southern EnglandÓ was originally a
partnership between the RSPB, Great Bustard Group, University of Bath and Natural England. It ran for five
years from September 2010 until August 2015, with a grant from the EU of Û2.2 million providing the
resources to enable a wide range of new work. However prior to the end of the project period all partners
withdrew from the project leaving the Great Bustard Group the sole partner in the project. The fundamental
aim of the project was to contribute to the reversal of the ongoing decline in the conservation status of the
great bustard at EU level.
The trial phase answered many questions regarding the best source of birds and their husbandry in captivity,
leading to improvements as well as basic ecology and behaviour of the birds, their habitat preferences and
causes of mortality. More information is at: http://greatbustard.org/about-us/life.
British Indian Ocean Territory:
The initial pilots for habitat restoration have shown some success, resulting in the protection of surviving
hardwood trees and new hardwood growth, albeit in small areas. One such pilot, the Barton Point Atoll
Restoration Project, is situated within a Strict Nature Reserve and Important Bird Area. The dependence of
BIOTÕs avifauna on these hardwoods for food and nesting site availability is well documented.
SBA Cyprus - Trapping birds on the SBA Cyprus
Mist netting activity at the Eastern SBA on Cyprus for winter 2012-2013 showed a decrease of more than 30%
compared to winter 2011-2012. Nevertheless the problem is still prominent and Cape Pyla is a hotspot for bird
trapping. The hope is that the co-ordinated and integrated actions arising from the Strategic Action Plan will
yield more positive results.
Falkland Islands: No records/reports of destruction of Ruddy-Headed Geese.

3c. Describe any factors that may limit action being taken in this regard:
Ý Metropolitan UK:
Ruddy Duck
Eradication of Ruddy Duck by neighbouring EU Member States is still urgently needed to ensure that UKÕs
success in controlling (and hopefully eradicating) this species is not to be negated.
Climate change
Developing a wider approach, across global flyways would assist in the adaptation of species to climate
change.
SBA Cyprus - Trapping of birds on the SBA Cyprus
Although illegal, the trapping of birds is still considered by some to be a traditional activity, hence wide
collaboration with other administrations in Cyprus will be required to ensure that trapping ceases.
Falkland Islands: Difficulty in policing/enforcing legislation.

3d. What assistance, if any, does your country require to overcome these factors?
Ý Continued exchange of information between countries and administrations.

1.2 Questions on specific Appendix I bird species
In the following section, using the table format below, please fill in each Appendix I bird species for which
your country is considered to be a Range State. Please complete each table as appropriate, providing
information in summary form. Where appropriate, please cross-reference to information already provided
in national reports that have been submitted under other conventions (e.g. Convention on Biological
Diversity, Ramsar Convention, CITES). (Attach annexes as necessary.)

Species name:ÊAcrocephalus paludicola

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Metropolitan UK, and Jersey.
Baker, H., Stroud, D.A., Aebischer, N.J., Cranswick, P.A., Gregory, R.D., McSorley, C.A., Noble, D.G. & Rehfisch,
M.M. 2006. Population estimates of birds in Great Britain and the United Kingdom. British Birds 99: 25-44.
Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS): http://www.ukbap-
reporting.org.uk/plans/national_plan.asp?SAP={7FFFDCA0-2402-4064-878C-116571D239C0}.
Davies, M. 2012. Monitoring of aquatic warbler Acrocephalus paludicola in southern England in 2011. RSPB
and Natural England unpublished report. 28 pp.
Flade, M. & Lachmann, L. 2008. International Species Action Plan for the Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus
paludicola. European Commission. 33 pp. Available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/acrocephalus_paludicola.pdf.
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Stroud, D.A., Chambers, D., Cook, S., Buxton, N., Fraser, B., Clement, P., Lewis, P., McLean, I., Baker, H. &
Whitehead, S. (eds.) 2001. The UK SPA network: its scope and content. JNCC, Peterborough. Three volumes
(90 pp; 438 pp; 392 pp). http://www.jncc.gov.uk/pdf/UKSPA/UKSPA-A6-100.pdf.
UK Biodiversity Action Plan: http://www.ukbap.org.uk/UKPlans.aspx?ID=76.
Jersey: Annual bird reports produced by Société Jersiaise.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! not known

Ý The UK became a signatory for the Memorandum of Understanding concerning Conservation Measures for
the Aquatic Warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola) in 2003.
During the UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priorities Review, which concluded in 2007, population size was
assessed as 16 individuals (mean 1998-2002). A population assessment published by Baker et al. (2006) was
33 individuals (mean 1996-2000). Davies 2011 reported on the status of the species at sites in southern
England. Some decrease in numbers was recorded, however, the total number of birds seen each year over
recent decades has been small, making interpretation of these results difficult.
Jersey Ð not recorded.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! not known

Ý Despite their eastern European breeding distribution, A. paludicola migrates west or south-west in autumn
en route to wintering areas in western Africa. This brings them into north-west Europe before they head south
through France and Iberia. Observations in Great Britain show that they are virtually restricted to reedbed
habitats during their migration through Europe. Small numbers of birds occur in southern England every
autumn. The UK passage population is very small and at the edge of the speciesÕ range, although several sites
have a long history of occurrence. All regular passage sites are in England, concentrated on the south coast.
The three most important have been classified as Special Protection Areas
(http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UKSPA/UKSPA-A6-100.pdf).

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý Three UK Special Protection Areas are important for this species and already receive protection
(http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UKSPA/UKSPA-A6-100.pdf).
! Monitoring

Ý Irregular occurrence limits the potential for systematic survey. Sites regularly used are well watched and
observations from those areas and elsewhere are annually published in country bird reports, and collated
nationally and published periodically by the journal British Birds.
Annual totals of ringed birds are reported to British Trust for Ornithology each year
(http://btoweb01.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/ringing/publications/ringing-migration).
Statutory sites classified for A. paludicola in the UK are all subject to the Common Standards Monitoring
programme which aims to regularly assess the features for which the sites have been classified
(http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-2217).
! Species protection

Ý Metropolitan UK: Aquatic warbler is included on the Environment Act Wales 2016 Section 7 list and Section
41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (for England) which places a duty on public
authorities to maintain and enhance listed species and habitats.
! Habitat protection

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý The conservation of this species is undertaken within the framework of two key Action Plans, one focussing
on the wider international population and one on the birds and their habitats when in the UK. Further details
for each plan can be found at:
Flade, M. & Lachmann, L. 2008. International Species Action Plan for the Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus
paludicola. European Commission. 33 pp. Available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/acrocephalus_paludicola.pdf.
Joint Nature Conservation Committee 2010. Acrocephalus paludicola. UK priority species pages Ð Version 2.
17pp. Available at: http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/_speciespages/76.pdf.

Species name:ÊAythya nyroca
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1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from SBA Cyprus.
BirdLife International. 2004. Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife
International, Cambridge, U.K.
BirdLife International (2017) Species factsheet: Aythya nyroca. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on
17/03/2017. http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/ferruginous-duck-aythya-nyroca/text.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! not known

Ý In Europe the breeding population is estimated at 17,400-30,100 pairs with the largest population in
Romania (11,761-18,018 breeding pairs, concentrated in the Danube Delta).

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! not known

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Identification and establishment of protected areas
! Monitoring
! Education/awareness rising
! Species protection
! Control hunting / poaching
! Habitat protection

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý Close monitoring of the nesting site within the Western SBA on Cyprus will continue.

Species name:ÊChloephaga rubidiceps

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Falkland Islands.
Woods, R. & Woods, A. 1997. Atlas of Breeding Birds of the Falkland Islands. Anthony Nelson.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! increasing

Ý Quoted population size of 14,000-27,000 (Woods and Woods, 1997) but may be larger than this. Population
almost certainly stable or increasing. Widely distributed but entirely non-migratory in the Falkland Islands.
It is understood that Ruddy-Headed Goose numbers in Patagonia in South America are declining due to
predation by invasive species. This may change/increase status of Falkland Islands population which may now
be the world stronghold.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! stable

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Species protection
! Habitat restoration

Ý Falklands Conservation Habitat Restoration Project. Rat eradication programme has covered larger islands
with suitable habitat for Ruddy-headed geese. It is possible there are indirect benefits for this species here.

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý Species Action Plan to be formalised under the ÔFalkland Islands Biodiversity Framework 2016-30Õ.

Species name:ÊFalco naumanni

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from SBA Cyprus, and Gibraltar.
BirdLife International 2014. Species factsheet: Falco naumanni. Downloaded from
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/lesser-kestrel-falco-naumanni on 03/01/2014.
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Gibraltar:
Perez, C. Biodiversity Action Plan, Gibraltar: Planning for Nature. Gibraltar Ornithological and Natural History
Society. Available from http://www.gonhs.org/documents/BiodiversityActionPlan2006web.pdf [Accessed
12/02/14].
Finlayson, J.C. 1992. Birds of the Strait of Gibraltar. Academic Press, London.
Bensusan, K. & Cortes, J.E. 2007. Decline of the Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni in Gibraltar: possible causes,
conservation and action plan. Almoraima 35: 185-190.
Garcia E.F.J. Gibraltar Bird Report (2006-2016). Gibraltar Ornithological and Natural History Society.
Gibraltar Nature Reserve Management Plan 2016. Department of the Environment, Heritage and Climate
Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/HMGoG_Documents/Gibraltar_Nature_Reserve_Managemen
t_Plan_2016_%E2%80%93_Consultation_Draft.pdf.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! decreasing

Ý SBA Cyprus: Not known.
Gibraltar: Population decreasing.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! stable

Ý SBA Cyprus: Not known.
Gibraltar: Distribution stable.

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý Gibraltar: Designation of the Rock of Gibraltar SPA/SAC.
! Monitoring

Ý Gibraltar: Yearly bird reports produced by the Gibraltar Ornithological and Natural History Society.
! Education/awareness rising

Ý Gibraltar: Environmental education programmes coordinated by the Department of the Environment for
schools and the wider public.
! Species protection

Ý Gibraltar: Legal Protection under the Nature Protection Act 1991.
! Control hunting / poaching
! Species restoration

Ý Gibraltar: Captive breeding and release programme carried out by the GONHS.
! Habitat protection

Ý Gibraltar : Designation of the Rock of Gibraltar SPA/SAC.

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý SBA Cyprus: Monitoring of the passage migrant birds on Cyprus will continue.
Gibraltar: Continued research and bolstering of the breeding population with a dedicated release programme
spearheaded by the GONHS Raptor Unit.

Species name:ÊHaliaeetus albicilla

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Metropolitan UK.
Bainbridge, I.P., Evans, R.J., Broad, R.A., Crooke, C.H., Duffy, K., Green, R.E., Love, J.A. & Mudge, G.P. 2003.
Reintroduction of White-tailed eagles (Haliaeetus albicilla) to Scotland. pp. 393-406. In: Thompson, D.B.A.,
Redpath, S.M., Fielding, A.H., Marquiss, M. & Galbraith, C.A. (eds.) Birds of prey in a changing environment.
The Stationary Office, Edinburgh.
Evans, R.J., Wilson, J.D., Amar, A., Douse, A., Maclennan, A., Ratcliffe, N. & Whitfield, D.P. 2009. Growth and
demography of a re-introduced population of White-tailed Eagles Haliaeetus albicilla. Ibis 151: 244-254.
Whitfield, D.P, Douse, A., Evans, R.J., Grant, J., Love, J., Mcleod, D.R.A., Reid, R & Wilson, J.D. 2009. Natal and
breeding dispersal in a reintroduced population of White-tailed Eagles Haliaeetus albicilla. Bird Study 56: 177-
187.
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Balmer, D.E., Gillings, S., Caffrey, B.J., Swann, R.L., Downie, I.S., & Fuller, R.J.2013. Bird Atlas 2007-11: the
breeding and wintering birds of Britain & Ireland, pp 296 -297. BTO Books, Thetford.
Challis, A., Wilson, M.W., Holling, M., Roos, S., Stevenson, A. & Stirling-Aird, P. (2016). Scottish Raptor
Monitoring Scheme Report 2015. BTO Scotland, Stirling. http://raptormonitoring.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/SRMS_Report15.pdf.
Sansom, A., Evans, R. & Roos, S. 2016. Population and future range modelling of reintroduced Scottish white-
tailed eagles (Haliaeetus albicilla). Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report No. 898.
http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/commissioned_reports/898.pdf.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! increasing

Ý H. albicilla became extinct in Britain in 1918 following a prolonged period of human persecution. Due to a
decrease in raptor persecution and changes in legislation, conditions were deemed suitable for the species to
be reintroduced by the 1950s. A large-scale release programme was initiated in 1975. Between 1975 and
1985, 82 young birds from Norway were released on the island of Rum off the West coast of Scotland. The first
clutch of eggs was laid in the wild in 1983 and the first successful breeding occurred in 1985.
By 1992, eight territories were occupied, but overall breeding performance was not high and the likelihood of
chance effects leading to eventual extinction was considered high enough to justify a second series of
releases. Between 1993 and 1998 a further 58 young eagles from Norway were released on the Scottish
mainland. This bolstered the population and by 2000, 22 territories were occupied.
By 2010, 52 territories were occupied by pairs, covering 40 10 km national grid squares with 46 young
fledged. The strong growth of the population continues and the overall population is considered to be over
100 pairs, with around 5 pairs currently in eastern Scotland.
The population in West Scotland is considered self-sustaining, without recourse to further reintroductions.
To help recover former range in Scotland more quickly a release programme in the east of Scotland ran from
2007-2012. A total of 85 eaglets sourced from Norway were released. These birds are now reaching maturity
and becoming territorial with 2013 seeing the first successful breeding in the east of Scotland for 200 years.
The species is not migratory in the UK although there have been some records of birds being seen in southern
England that were not from the re-introduction programme in Scotland.
In Northern Ireland H. albicilla was previously a resident breeder but were persecuted to extinction by the
early 1900s. Recently reintroduced (2007) to the Republic of Ireland (Co. Kerry) where the species is now
breeding. 100 Norwegian White-tailed eagles were released between 2007 and 2011 in Killarney National
Park, Co. Kerry. The species is expected to breed again in Northern Ireland in the coming years. Conservation
threats include illegal persecution such as shooting and poisoning (Northern Ireland Raptor Study Group.
2017. White Tailed Eagle. [Online]. [Accessed: 9 January 2016]. Available at: http://www.nirsg.com/white-
tailed-eagle.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! increasing

Ý In the West of Scotland there are core concentrations of breeding birds on Mull, Skye and the Outer Hebrides
and these continue to increase. Expansion of the West coast breeding range continues with birds now
breeding over most of the Inner Hebrides and on the adjacent West coast mainland from Wester Ross south to
mainland Argyll. Birds from the East Scotland release are mainly ranging from Aberdeenshire south to
Perthshire and Fife with the prospect of additional pairs settling. One east coast breeding pair indicates that
the lowland habitats of Eastern Scotland are still suitable for breeding white-tailed eagles and the most
northerly pair is now on Orkney.
Providing deliberate persecution / egg-collecting does not limit breeding success and survival, the prospects
for a continued recovery look good. The productivity of the west coast population, now largely comprising
wild-bred Scottish birds suggests recent faster population growth will be sustained, although range recovery is
still relatively slow but there is scope for the species to be quite widespread.
On the island of Ireland the species frequents large inland water bodies and coastal areas (habitat which
might be occupied in Northern Ireland) and are monitored by the Golden Eagle Trust. GPS tracking has shown
that released eagles have dispersed widely and have been recorded in almost all Irish counties (The Golden
Eagle Trust. 2017. Satellite tagged WTE Blog. [Online]. [Accessed: 9 January 2016]. Available at:
http://www.goldeneagletrust.info/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&layout=category&task=category
&id=50&Itemid=294).

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Research

Ý SNH Commissioned report 898 linked above remodelled the potential population growth and spread and
assessed the robustness of the population to additional mortality. It will be used to inform a national Action
Plan for the Species in Scotland which is being developed in conjunction with a range of stakeholders
including agricultural and forestry interests.
Research has continued into white-tailed eagle and lamb predation with a Scottish Natural Heritage-funded
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study at Gairloch Wester Ross in 2010 - see Simms, I.C., Ormston, C.M., Somerwill, K.E., Cairns C.L., Tobin, F.R.,
Judge, J. & Tomlinson, A. 2010. A pilot study into sea eagle predation on lambs in the Gairloch area - Final
Report. SNH Commissioned Report No. 370 reported that losses of lambs to white-tailed eagles during the
study were minimal. Available at:
http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/commissioned_reports/370finalreport.pdf.
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý The latest review of the UK SPA network is ongoing and white-tailed eagle is addressed in that review as a
priority species for further consideration under the Birds Directive.
! Monitoring

Ý The annual monitoring programme joint funded and coordinated by Scottish Natural Heritage and the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds continues. With a continuing increase in the West coast population the
monitoring has been widened to include more Scottish Raptor Study Group members and other key
volunteers, with RSPB sampling the ÔcoreÕ population. The East coast birds will continue to be closely
monitored to ensure they become properly established.
! Education/awareness rising

Ý Successful public viewing takes place on Isles of Mull and Skye, and the species is an important part of
wildlife tourism on ScotlandÕs West coast islands. On Mull an RSPB report indicated that up to £5M of tourism
spend annually was due to white-tailed eagles (see Molloy, D, 2011. Wildlife at work: The economic impact of
white-tailed eagles on the Isle of Mull, http://www.rspb.org.uk/Images/wildlifeatwork_tcm9-282134.pdf). .
Additionally educational and public engagement work has been an integral part the east Scotland release as it
has developed. This work has been bolstered by the RSPB obtaining significant funds from LEADER and the
Heritage Lottery Fund to resource education and awareness raising.
! Species protection

Ý The white-tailed eagle is afforded legal protection under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981. It is an offence to intentionally take, injure or kill a white-tailed eagle or to take, damage or destroy its
nest, eggs or young. It is also an offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb the birds close to their nest
during the breeding season. Violation of the law can attract fines up to £5,000 per offence and/or a prison
sentence of up to six months.
The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 and Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 have
widened this protection and provide additional protection for white-tailed eagles and their nests. The Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 introduced protection of white-tailed eagle nests all of the year
in England and Wales under Schedule Z1A. White-tailed eagle is listed on Schedules A1 (where it is an offence
to, at any time, intentionally or recklessly take, damage, destroy or otherwise interfere with a nest habitually
used by that species) and 1A (where it is an offence, at any time, to intentionally or recklessly harass a bird of
that species) in Scotland.
! Species restoration

Ý Release programmes started in earnest in 1975 in West Scotland (Rum 1975-1983 and Wester Ross 1993-
1998) and in East Scotland (2007-2012). This work is overseen by the White-tailed Eagle Project Team which
includes representatives from the UK statutory country conservation agencies, the Joint Nature Conservation
Committee, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) and
independent experts. It also supplies support to the ongoing reintroduction in the Republic of Ireland. Scottish
Natural Heritage also manages a Sea Eagle Management Scheme to alleviate conflict re agricultural interests.
! Habitat protection

Ý Revised guidance for forestry management around white-tailed eagle nests and roosts has been published
by FCS and private forestry operators in Scotland.
(http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcpn101.pdf/$FILE/fcpn101.pdf).

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý Continued implementation of re-establishment programme as indicated above.

Species name:ÊLarus audouinii

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Gibraltar.
Finlayson, J.C. 1992. Birds of the Strait of Gibraltar. Academic Press, London.
Garcia E.F.J. Gibraltar Bird Report (2006-2016). Gibraltar Ornithological and Natural History Society.
Gibraltar Nature Reserve Management Plan 2016. Department of the Environment, Heritage and Climate
Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/HMGoG_Documents/Gibraltar_Nature_Reserve_Managemen
t_Plan_2016_%E2%80%93_Consultation_Draft.pdf.
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Southern Waters of Gibraltar Management Scheme 2012. Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Climate Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/1/15/Southern_Waters_of_Gibraltar_Management_Scheme_
2012.pdf.
Marine Strategy Framwork Directive Monitoring Programme 2015. Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Climate Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/HMGoG_Documents/MSFD_Marine_Monitoring_Programme.
pdf.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! stable

Ý Population & Distribution as per latest BirdLife ÔBirds in EuropeÕ assessments. BirdLife International (2017)
Species factsheet: Larus audouinii. Downloaded from http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/audouins-
gull-larus-audouinii/details on 17/03/2017.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! stable

Ý Population & Distribution as per latest BirdLife ÔBirds in EuropeÕ assessments. BirdLife International (2017)
Species factsheet: Larus audouinii. Downloaded from http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/audouins-
gull-larus-audouinii/details on 17/03/2017.

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý Designation of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar SAC/SPA.
! Monitoring

Ý Yearly bird reports produced the GONHS.
! Education/awareness rising

Ý Environmental education programmes coordinated by the Department of the Environment for schools and
the wider public.
! Species protection

Ý Legal Protection under the Nature Protection Act 1991.
! Habitat protection

Ý Designation of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar SAC/SPA.

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý N/A.

Species name:ÊPterodroma cahow

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Bermuda.
Madeiros, J. 2015. Cahow Recovery Program Breeding Season Report 2014-2015. Department of Conservation
Services. Available online at: http://environment.bm/s/2015-REPORT-ON-CAHOW-RECOVERY-PROGRAM.pdf
Madeiros, J. 2016. Cahow Recovery Program Breeding Season Report 2015-2016. Department of Environment
and Natural Resources. Will be available online at: http://environment.bm/cahow-recovery-programme.
Madeiros, J., Carlile, N., and Priddel, D. 2012. Breeding biology and population increase of the endangered
Bermuda Petrel Pterodroma cahow. Bird Conservation International, Available on Cambridge Journals Online
2012 doi: 10.1017/S0959270911000396.
Carlile, N., Priddel, D., and Madeiros J. 2012. Establishment of a new, secure colony of endangered Bermuda
Petrel Pterodroma cahow by translocation of near-fledged nestlings. Bird Conservation International, Available
on Cambridge Journals Online 2012 doi: 10.1017/S0959270911000372.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! increasing

Ý 115 breeding pairs in 2015-2016 breeding season, with 56 successfully fledged chicks in spring 2016.
! decreasing
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2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! increasing

Ý A new nesting colony has been established on Nonsuch Island, with efforts to establish a second colony at a
different location on Nonsuch now underway. In addition, in 2013 nesting activity was confirmed at a sixth
island (Southampton Island) in the Castle Harbour Islands Nature Reserve, about 1 km from Nonsuch island. At
sea distribution was previously unknown, but geolocator tags have been deployed and birders in other
localities have been asked to look out for cahows at sea.

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Research

Ý The Cahow Recovery Programme continues; latest updates can be found in annual reports online at
http://environment.bm/cahow-recovery-programme. Contact is the Bermuda Department of Environment and
Natural Resources.
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý CooperÕs Island Nature Reserve was established adjacent to breeding areas in 2008.
! Monitoring

Ý Monitoring of birds continues through a banding project and developmental measurements taken from
chicks. Contact is Jeremy Madeiros at the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.
! Education/awareness rising

Ý Tours of Nonsuch Island for school children and adults, including seeing a cahow chick in the nesting season.
A burrow-mounted camera known as the ÔCahowCamÕ streams live footage from a nest on Nonsuch Island to
the internet at: http://www.nonsuchisland.com/live-cahow-cam/.
! Species protection

Ý The cahow is given the highest level of protection (level 1) on the Protected Species Amendment Order
2016. The species and its habitats are protected under the Protected Species Act 2003. The Protection of Birds
Act 1975 protects all migrant, vagrant and locally resident birds.
! Control hunting / poaching

Ý No local hunting/poaching. The Protection of Birds Act 1975 protects all migrant, vagrant and locally resident
birds. The Protected Species Act 2003 protects the cahow.
! Species restoration

Ý Cahow chicks in need of care are treated at the Bermuda Aquarium, Museum and Zoo or hand fed by the
Terrestrial Conservation Officer at Nonsuch Island.
! Habitat protection

Ý The Cahow nesting islands are limited-access nature reserves under the Bermuda National Parks Act 1986.
! Habitat restoration

Ý Nonsuch Island has been restored to a pre-colonial forest habitat, and invasive species are strictly controlled.
Artificial nest burrows are still being constructed at two locations on Nonsuch and on two of the original
nesting islands to encourage new nesting pairs. A new prefabricated plastic burrow design is being tested.
New management plans for the cahow nesting islands are in preparation. Bermuda has been struck directly by
4 hurricanes in the last 3 years, which have caused serious erosion and flooding on the nesting islands. An
extensive rat baiting programme is ongoing to control nest-site predation.
! Other

Ý The following paragraphs summarise the conservation efforts for the cahow. The projects are an innovative
mix of habitat management and active population management measures:
Mitigation measures have been undertaken stop nest-site competition with the white-tailed tropicbird
Phaethon lepturus catsbyii by fitting baffles with specially sized holes at nest entrances which exclude
tropicbirds but allow entry by the petrels. A baiting program is carried out annually to combat the risk of re-
colonization of the nesting islands by rats. A banding project and study of the breeding biology of P. cahow
was carried out, and a paper produced, to better understand aspects of this and the increase of the species. A
successful translocation project was undertaken by moving P.cahow chicks from low lying nesting islands to
establish a new nesting colony on the larger and more elevated Nonsuch Island. This project has been
successful in establishing a new nesting colony which is already up to sixteen nesting pairs in 2016. The
establishment of a second colony in a different location on Nonsuch Island was initiated in 2013. So far 55
fledglings have been released from the second colony on Nonsuch Island; to provide added security should a
catastrophic event affect the first colony. New artificial concrete nest burrows are being constructed on
Nonsuch and the original nesting islands, to provide new nesting habitat and maximise the carrying capacity
of the smaller nesting islands, which lack enough soil for the petrels to easily dig their burrows.
There has been only one case of a tropicbird forcing its way in through a baffled entrance to injure a Bermuda
petrel chick since all nest burrow entrances were fitted with baffles by the late 1960s. Prior to this, up to 75%
of all petrel chicks were killed each year by tropicbirds that entered and took over the nests. In the case of
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rats, although there have been at least six cases of rats swimming out to one or more of the Bermuda petrel
nesting islands since the late 1990s, there has only been one case of petrel chicks being killed by rats during
these episodes; in all other cases, the rats were killed by rodenticide use before they could cause any harm.

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý Tracking of oceanic ranges through the use of geolocator tags continued until 2015. More accurate
geolocator tags will be acquired and deployed in the coming years to add to the existing dataset. A project to
establish a second nesting colony on Nonsuch Island is now underway using proven translocation methods.

Species name:ÊPuffinus mauretanicus

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Metropolitan UK, Jersey, and Gibraltar.
Arcos, J. M. 2011. åÀCuantas pardelas baleares hay? Discrepancias entre los censos en colonias y en el mar.
In: Valeiras, X., Muoz, G., Bermejo, A., Arcos, J.M. y Paterson, A.M. (ed.), Actas del 6 Congreso del GIAM y el
Taller internacional sobre la Ecologãa de Paios y Pardelas en el sur de Europa, pp. 117-121. Boletãn del
Grupo Ibã©rico de Aves Marinas.
Arroyo, G.M., Mateos, M., Munoz, A.R., de la Cruz, A., Cuenca, A.D. y Onrubia, A. 2011. New population
estimates of the critically endangered Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus. Poster at 13th
MEDMARAVIS Pan-Mediterranean Symposium, Alghero, Sardinia. 14 - 17 October de 2011. Published in 2016 in
Bird Conservation International 26, pp 87-99. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S095927091400032X.
Brooke, M.W. 2004. Albatrosses and petrels across the world. Oxford University Press. 505 pp.
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=30026.
Jones, H.P., Tershy, B.R., Zavaleta, E.S., Croll, D.A., Keitt, B.S., Finkelstein, M.E. and Howald, G.R. 2008. Severity
of the effects of invasive rats on seabirds: a global review. Conservation Biology 22(1): 16-26.
Jones, A.R., Wynn, R.B., Laurent Thébault, P.Y., Collins, P., Suberg, L., Lewis, K.M., Brereton, T.M., (2014) Using
integrated land- and boat-based surveys to inform conservation of the Critically Endangered Balearic
shearwater. Endangered Species Research 25:1-18 - DOI: https://doi.org/10.3354/esr00611 http://www.int-
res.com/abstracts/esr/v25/n1/p1-18/
Parsons, M., Bingham, C., Allcock, Z. and Kuepfer, A. In press. Summary of evidence of aggregations of
Balearic shearwaters in the UK. JNCC Report.
Rodríguez, A.; McMinn, M. 2007. Gestión de un endemismo en peligro: la Pardela Balear, Puffinus
mauretanicus. Anuari Ornitologic de les Balears 22: 77-80.
Jersey: Jersey Bird report (2015) Société Jersiaise.
Gibraltar:
Finlayson, J.C. 1992. Birds of the Strait of Gibraltar. Academic Press, London.
Garcia E.F.J. Gibraltar Bird Reports (2006-2016). Gibraltar Ornithological & Natural History Society.
Gibraltar Nature Reserve Management Plan 2016. Department of the Environment, Heritage and Climate
Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/HMGoG_Documents/Gibraltar_Nature_Reserve_Managemen
t_Plan_2016_%E2%80%93_Consultation_Draft.pdf.
Southern Waters of Gibraltar Management Scheme 2012. Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Climate Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/1/15/Southern_Waters_of_Gibraltar_Management_Scheme_
2012.pdf.
Marine Strategy Framwork Directive Monitoring Programme 2015. Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Climate Change. Available at:
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/sites/default/files/HMGoG_Documents/MSFD_Marine_Monitoring_Programme.
pdf.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! not known

Ý In 2009, the total breeding population of the Balearic shearwater was last estimated in 2009 at 3,193
breeding pairs (Arcos 2011). This figure is significantly larger than previous estimates of 2,000-2,400 pairs
recorded in 2005 (Jones et al. 2008) but this is primarily due to increased survey effort (better prospecting of
known breeding sites plus discovery of new sites) and does not reflect a genuine increase of the population.
ÒRodríguez & McMinn (2007) estimated 2,000-2,400 breeding pairs and 8,000-10,000 individuals in total,
however winter at-sea surveys along the Iberian Shelf as part of the LIFE project to identify marine IBAs
produced an estimate of 25,000-30,000 individuals (J. M. Arcos in litt. 2008), and counts of >18,000 birds past
Gibraltar in May-July 2008 were extrapolated to a total of 20,000-25,000 individuals by Gonzalo
Muñoz/Fundación Migres. A precautionary estimate of 6,000-10,000 mature individuals is considered
appropriate (J.M. Arcos, D. Oro & I. Ramírez in litt. 2009).Ó From
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http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=30026.
Metropolitan UK: The population size has been stated as unknown due to difficulties in determining the
population for the United Kingdom of the total population, and whether that part is changing or not. However,
the most recent population model suggests the species is declining fast:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1365-
2664.12622/abstract;jsessionid=46AA82F51DDF846B13DF65A0D6557A37.f02t03. It would seem at least
possible that the UK component of the wider population is experiencing the same pressures and perhaps long-
term outlook (i.e. if fewer breeding birds from Iberia survive, there will be less birds in the UK).
Jersey: scarce migrant.
Gibraltar: Both population size and distribution are stable.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! not known

Ý Metropolitan UK: ÒPuffinus mauretanicus breeds in the Balearic Islands, Spain. In winter, it occurs in the
Balearic Sea and off the north-east Spanish coast with most of the population traditionally concentrated
between Valencia and Catalonia from November to February. Some birds migrate north in summer to seas off
the British Isles and the south of the Scandinavian Peninsula. Numbers recorded in the traditional post-
breeding quarters have declined since the mid-1990, with a corresponding increase in numbers along the
coasts of northern France and south-west U.K.Ó From
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=30026.
Distribution data is being collected by MarineLife (in the last two years in conjunction with Natural England
and CEFAS). RSPB and NE have funded tagging work delivered through the OxNav group at Oxford University.
This is to understand movements of Balearic shearwaters and to test the hypothesis that the birds seen in UK
waters tend to be from the juvenile age classes.

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Research

Ý Surveys have been undertaken in the SW Approaches and Lyme Bay by the NGO Marinelife and others to
better establish the status and distribution of the species
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý Gibraltar: Designation of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar SPA/SAC.
! Monitoring

Ý As well as surveys at sea (above) Seawatch SW co-ordinates volunteer based observations from appropriate
coastal locations including at Porthgwarrra in Cornwall. More information is at http://www.seawatch-sw.org/. A
report of the surveys undertaken, including sightings of this species can be found at: http://www.seawatch-
sw.org/downloads/SWSW_AR2009_short.pdf.
Jersey: Yearly bird reports produced by Société Jersiaise
Gibraltar: Yearly bird reports produced by the GONHS.
! Education/awareness rising

Ý Gibraltar: Environmental Education Programmes.
! Species protection

Ý Metropolitan UK: Balearic shearwater is listed on the Environment Act Wales 2016 Section 7, Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 Section 41, the Scottish Biodiversity List and the Northern
Ireland Priority Species list, which place a duty on public authorities to maintain and enhance those species
and habitats.
Gibraltar: Legal protection under the Nature Protection Act 1991.
! Habitat protection

Ý Gibraltar: Designation of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar SPA/SAC.
! Other

Ý An international Action Plan has been developed for the species: Arcos, J.M. (compiler) 2011. International
species action plan for the Balearic shearwater, Puffinus mauretanicus. SEO/BirdLife & BirdLife International.

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý As noted above, an international single species action plan has been developed by the European Union for
this species (Arcos 2011,
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/puffinus_puffinus_mauretani
cus.pdf). Relevant objectives are as follows:
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¥ ÒPromote the designation of Marine Protected Areas (SPAs and others) for the species.Ó
¥ ÒDesign and implement management plans for the MPAs (SPAs and others), and also promote appropriate
conservation measures at a wider scale, regarding the Balearic shearwater.Ó
It is relevant to note here that the EU developed a Plan of Action (PoA) for reducing incidental catches of
seabirds in fishing gears: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1222_en.htm?locale=en. The PoA is
consistent with the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and all applicable rules of EU and international
environmental law and Conventions. It follows the FAO Best Practice Technical Guidelines.
Gibraltar: Continued monitoring.

Species name:ÊFalco vespertinus

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from SBA Cyprus.
BirdLife International 2014. Species factsheet: Falco vespertinus. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on
03/01/2014.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! not known

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! not known

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Research

Ý Link to the SBAA report on Red-footed falcon Survey:
http://www.sbaadministration.org/images/AEEIC/publications/20090304_RFFreport.pdf.
! Identification and establishment of protected areas
! Monitoring
! Education/awareness rising
! Species protection
! Control hunting / poaching
! Habitat protection

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý Monitoring during migration seasons will continue.

Species name:ÊFalco cherrug

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from SBA Cyprus.
Cyprus Bird Report 2012. ISSN 1450 Ð 300.

2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! decreasing

Ý Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor. Generally more common in autumn than spring but numbers
appear to be decreasing.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! not known

Ý Recorded sightings in the SBAs seem to be around the same locations: One Akrotiri Gravel Pits March 2012.
One Bishops Pool (various sightings) October 2012. One Salt Lake November 2012. One Agios Nikolaos Nov
2012. This seems to be the general trend over the past few years.

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý Akrotiri SPA would provide favourable conditions for this species.
! Species protection

Ý The species is strictly protected under the provisions of the SBA Laws ÔThe Game and Wild Bird Ordinance
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2008Õ (GWBO).
! Control hunting / poaching

Ý The SBAA has designated hunting areas in both the Eastern and Western SBA, these are seasonal and
controlled under the provisions of the GWBO.
! Habitat protection

Ý Apart from Agios Nikolaos; the other recorded sightings within the SBAs are within a designated Ramsar, SPA
and cSAC.

Miscellaneous information or comments on Appendix I birds in general:
Ý Metropolitan UK:
2013 saw the publication of the most recent UK Bird Atlas 2007-11: The Breeding and Wintering Birds of
Britain and Ireland (British Trust for Ornithology).
Balmer, D.E., Gillings, S., Caffrey, B.J., Swann, R.L., Downie, I.S., & Fuller, R.J. 2013. Bird Atlas 2007-11: the
breeding and wintering birds of Britain & Ireland, pp 296 -297. BTO Books, Thetford.
Further details can be found at: https://www.bto.org/shop/bird-atlas and all the maps have been made freely
available at https://www.bto.org/mapstore.
This publication gives the present distribution and abundance for all migratory bird species, including
Appendix 1 species, found in the UK. It is the result of four years fieldwork by a large number of volunteer
ornithologists surveying birds across the UK.
Vagrants
A number of species of birds listed on Appendix 1 have been recorded as vagrants, occurring infrequently at
various times of the year in Metropolitan UK and in a range of Overseas Territories. For example, Tryngites
subruficollis, the buff-breasted sandpiper; Dendroica caerulea the cerulean warbler, Calidris canutus rufa Red
Knot, Calidris pusilla Semipalmated Sandpiper and Dendroica kirtlandii KirtlandÕs warbler, have occurred in
Bermuda as vagrants, and Acrocephalus paludicola the aquatic warbler, has occurred in the Isle of Man.
Additionally, the lesser kestrel, Falco naumanni, and Far-Eastern curlew, Numenius madagascariensis, have
occurred in the British Indian Ocean Territory. The occurrence of these vagrant species is carefully logged.
Albeit that their presence is transitory, they are protected under wider bird protection legislation.
Semi palmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla
Bermuda: Recorded by Amos (1991) as an Ôoften abundant transientÕ, and by Dobson (2002) as a ÔmigrantÕ
which is abundant in the autumn. Historic records indicate 130 birds were at Spittal Pond in August 1976, 517
in a day on September 13 1973, 165 in a day on May 24th 1981 and 18 on June 10 1975. The most recent
record of this species on Bermuda was 3 specimens photographed on October 26th 2016
(http://ebird.org/ebird/country/BM?yr=all).

2. AQUATIC MAMMALS

2.1ÊGeneral questions on Appendix I aquatic mammals

1. Is the taking of all Appendix I aquatic mammals species prohibited by the national implementing
legislation cited in Table I(a) (General Information)?
! Yes

1a. If the taking of Appendix I aquatic mammals species is prohibited by law, have any exceptions been
granted to the prohibition?
! No

2. Identify any obstacles to migration that exist in relation to Appendix I aquatic mammals:
! By-catch
! Collision with fishing traffic
! Pollution
! Other

Ý Bermuda: Risk of collisions with cruise ship traffic.
Jersey Post Mortem studies of cetaceans living within Jersey waters indicate high levels of pollutants such as
PCBÕs. These POPÕs are not known to originate from Jersey and are more likely to originate from Mainland
Europe. No other local threats are considered to be impacting local populations.
Gibraltar: Collision with ships due to proximity to major shipping channel and bycatch resulting from illegal
commercial fisheries carried out by foreign vessels. No cases of mortality due to pollution, nevertheless a
possible threat.
Falkland Islands: Lack of census information/data on cetaceans in Falkland Islands waters

2a. What actions are being undertaken to overcome these obstacles?
Ý Metropolitan UK:
The major overview report Charting Progress 2 published in 2010
(http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141203181034/http://chartingprogress.defra.gov.uk/) provides a
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comprehensive assessment of the state of the UK seas. It was published by the UK Marine Monitoring and
Assessment community which has over 40 member organisations. The report is based on a robust, peer-
reviewed evidence base and describes progress made since the publication of Charting Progress 1 in 2005. It
provides key findings from UK marine research and monitoring for use by policy makers and others, which will
be used as progress is made towards the UK vision of clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse
oceans and seas.
Marine Management Organisation 2013 Collaborative pinger project: By-catch is the incidental capture of
cetaceans during fishing activities is thought to be a major threat to the conservation of small cetaceans
(dolphins and porpoises) that are protected by the EU Habitats Directive. The Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has funded the Sea Mammal Research Unit, University of St Andrews to work
with the fishing industry (mainly in the South West) to address concerns raised by the UK fishing fleet about
health and safety and the use of such devices allowed under the Regulation 812/2004.
During 2015, monitoring of vessels using acoustic deterrent devices (ADDs), or ÔpingersÕ has continued. The
bass pair trawl fishery, which in the past has been a source of concern with respect to common dolphin
bycatch, was effectively ended in 2014 due to concerns over bass stocks and no further monitoring of pinger
effectiveness in that fishery has been possible. Monitoring of pingers has since been restricted to the offshore
gillnet fleet operating in ICES Subarea 7 from the South West UK and to the Spanish owned UK registered fleet
when they operate in Subareas 4 and 7 where pingers are required. This monitoring is designed to help assess
the longer-term effects of pingers on cetacean bycatch rates and other potentially associated effects (such as
seal depredation levels) in these fisheries.
All UK vessels identified as needing pingers in line with Reg. 812/2004 are now doing so and an enforcement
strategy is in place.
Bycatch monitoring is undertaken to meet the requirements of EU Council Regulation 812/2004 and the
Habitats Directive (92/43/EC). Defra fund the Sea Mammal Research Unit to monitor fisheries to estimate the
total mortality of cetaceans in relevant UK fishing operations and identify any fisheries posing a risk to
cetaceans. Details of measures taken to protect cetaceans can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/protecting-and-sustainably-using-the-marine-environment/supporting-
pages/protecting-the-most-threatened-marine-species.
The UK is committed to and focused on reducing the bycatch of all cetaceans; to do this identification of the
fisheries and areas of most concern is needed. It is clear that cetacean bycatch rates in a range of fisheries in
the southwest of the UK could be of higher concern, while bycatch in gillnet fisheries in the North Sea, for
which monitoring is not strictly required under Regulation 812, is also thought to be of concern (particularly
with regard to the harbour porpoise).
Since January 2010 the UK has therefore devoted more monitoring resources into studying gear types and
areas such as these. Work has focused on investigating the static net fisheries in both the North Sea and the
South West. Monitoring levels in some pelagic trawl fisheries that were consistently showing zero cetacean
bycatch have been reduced to allow these changes to be made.
Since 1990, the Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme (CSIP, www.ukstrandings.org) has been funded
by UK Governments to collate, analyse and report data for all cetacean strandings around the coast of the UK
(see www.ukstrandings.org). The CSIP holds data on more than 13,000 cetaceans which were found stranded
around the UK between 1990 and 2015. In addition, detailed pathological data is also held on over 3,600 UK
stranded cetaceans which were examined at post-mortem by the CSIP during the same period. Data collected
on strandings and during post-mortems are now routinely recorded in a web-accessible relational database
(http://data.ukstrandings.org).
Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) that are known to bio-accumulate in cetaceans are either banned for
usage or strictly regulated in their discharge. Collaborative research by the CSIP and the Centre for
Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS, www.cefas.co.uk/) determines concentrations of POPs
in UK-stranded cetacean blubber samples, using an internationally standardised methodology. Analysis is
undertaken in batches to meet scientific and policy requirements, via funding by Defra and also via the
Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic, North East Atlantic, Irish and North Seas
(ASCOBANS). There is strong evidence that excessively high levels of long-lived contaminants, specifically
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), are still present in cetacean apex predators such as bottlenose dolphins
(Tursiops truncatus) and killer whales (Orcinus orca). Population-level effects are likely to be severe in
industrialised regions. The CSIP-CEFAS also provides surveillance capacity for the presence of novel
contaminants.
Ascension Island:
Ascension Island has recently added humpback whales to its Wildlife Protection (Amendment) Ordinance,
2016, as a protected species. As part of the UK Government Blue Belt committment Ascension Island closed
half of its 200nm EFZ to commercial fishing in early 2016 and is currently carrying out the necessary research
prior to any formal MPA designation. The other 50% of the zone is open to commercial fishing Ð however with
new stricter licensing criteria which includes observer coverage to collect data on the above..
British Indian Ocean Territory:
Commercial fishing within BIOT ceased in November 2010, following the implementation of the Marine
Protected Area, the ecosystem faces continuing threats from illegal fishing. The area is monitored year-round
by the BIOT Patrol vessel, the surveillance strategy of which is based on a combination of ecological risk
assessment, historical fisheries data and intelligence on illegal, unreported or unregulated (IUU) activities. All
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available assets are used Ð including the BIOT patrol vessel, military vessels / aircraft, and yachts which are
issued permits Ð to develop this picture. Collaboration with neighbours in the Indian Ocean enhances
protection of its ecosystem, ensures compliance with its regulations, and develops enforcement capability.
Cayman Islands:
The National Conservation Law (2013) is now fully implemented and all marine mammals are protected within
Cayman Islands EEZ..
Gibraltar:
Designation of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar SAC/SPA and implementation of the Southern Waters of
Gibraltar Management Scheme. Marine Protection Regulations 2014 enacted and allowed for the creation of
Marine Conservation Zones, no fishing and no anchoring zones as well as a Cetacean Protocol for British
Gibraltar Territorial Waters. These Regulations are primarily enforced by the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Climate ChangeÕs Environment Research and Protection Unit.
SBA Cyprus:
There is a close monitoring of fishing activities occurring near the sea caves where Monk Seals can be found.
Falkland Islands:
Twenty cetacean species reside in or migrate through Falkland Islands waters. JNCC surveys and Marine
Mammal Observations supporting hydrocarbons exploration have informed on cetaceans present over the last
15 years.
The Falkland Islands Cetaceans Strandings Database is maintained by the Falkland Islands Government and
records all cetaceans strandings.
Recent ÔMarine Spatial PlanningÕ work including; paper ÔUse of local ecological knowledge to investigate
endangered baleen whale recovery in the Falkland IslandsÕ, Frans, V.F., and Augé, A.A. 2016, Biological
Conservation.
Two cetaceans projects started in 2016:
Inshore Dolphins of the Kelp Project Ð led by South Atlantic Environmental research institute (SAERI).
Developing a site-based conservation approach for Sei whales Balaenoptera borealis at Berkeley Sound,
Falkland Islands Ð led by Falklands Conservation.
South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands:
Historically, South Georgia was a key feeding ground for many species of cetacean. During the first half of the
twentieth century tens of thousands of whales were hunted for their oil. Today, strict legislation protects all of
South GeorgiaÕs wildlife and one of the worlds largest Marine Protected Areas helps safeguard whale food
supplies and migration routes. A dedicated fishery patrol vessel ensures compliance with conservation
measures as well as detering IUU. Populations of most cetacean species are slowly recovering, although they
remain far below levels during the pre-whaling era. There is no systematic cetacean monitoring programme in
place but periodic Government funded surveys and scientific research cruises have recorded cetacean
distributions in the waters around South Georgia. Cetacean sightings from fishing vessels are also reported by
the scientific observers which are onboard each vessel as part of licence conditions. Sightings from cruise
ships are also logged at the South Georgia museum. In an attempt to better track changes in cetacean
populations, funding is now in place to bring together cetacean sighting information into a single online
database. There is a spatial overlap between the commercial fishing fleet and baleen and toothed cetaceans
during times of fishing. Currently there is no suggestion that the fishing fleet restricts cetacean migration; any
detrimental interaction between vessels and cetacean species would be detected and reported through 100%
scientific observer coverage on all vessels with daily reporting enforced through licence conditions and
legislation.
St Helena:
St HelenaÕs 200nm maritime zone was designated a Category VI Marine Protected Area in September 2016. A
Marine Management Plan is in place.
Four cetacean species reside in or migrate through St. HelenaÕs waters. All four species are listed as protected
species under the Environmental Protection Ordinance, 2016.
A local marine sighting scheme supports information present over the last 18 years.
The St. Helena marine sighting scheme database is maintained by the St. Helena Government and records all
cetaceans strandings.

2b. Please report on the progress / success of the actions taken.
Ý Metropolitan UK: Extrapolated total bycatches for 2015 suggest somewhere around 1,200-1,500 porpoises
might have been taken in UK gillnet fisheries, though it is recognised that these estimates are likely to be
biased high due to some of the assumptions that had to be made for estimation across all gillnet types and
areas. Assuming pingers are being used as required by the Regulation, at least 200 fewer porpoises should
have been caught in 2015 than would have been in absence of pingers. Several important caveats apply to
these estimates. However, the UK is committed to reducing this uncertainty in future reports and will continue
to make all efforts to bring cetacean by-catch down to the lowest possible levels.
British Indian Ocean Territory: Notwithstanding ongoing success in deterring and prosecuting IUU activity,
there are challenges in policing the worldÕs largest no-take MPA. Further data collection is underway, in order
to guide investment in patrol and interdiction capability. In 2016, nearly $1 million was invested in assessing
the capabilities of other technologies, in particular the potential for remote monitoring (via satellites) to assist
with countering IUU activity.
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Falkland Islands: Fuller understanding of inshore migratory whales movements (Frans and Auge, 2016).
Gibraltar: Cetacean & marine reptile monitoring programme established and sightings/stranded individualsÕ
database compiled by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Climate ChangeÕs Environment
Research and Protection Unit. A thorough water quality monitoring programme established under the WFD
and marine litter monitoring programme launched in 2016.
St. Helena: The marine sighting scheme involves citizen science efforts on monitoring cetacean adundance
and seasonality.

2c. What assistance, if any, does your country require in order to overcome these obstacles?
Ý None, however, information exchange and co-operation on these issues from other Parties would be useful.
Falkland Islands: External funding for baseline cetaceans work.
St. Helena: External funding for baseline cetaceans work.

3. What are the major pressures to Appendix I aquatic mammals species (transcending mere obstacles to
migration)?
! By-catch
! Other

Ý Gibraltar: Intense shipping in the Straits of Gibraltar.
St. Helena: Marine tourism.

3a. What actions have been taken to prevent, reduce or control factors that are endangering or are likely to
further endanger acuatic mammals species beyond actions to prevent disruption to migrating behaviour?
Ý See previous sections dealing with by-catch mitigation measures.
Falkland Islands: Upholding the legislation.
Gibraltar: Establishment of a Cetacean Protocol and seven Marine Conservation Zones throughout British
Gibraltar Territorial Waters.
St Helena: Implementing the Environmental Protection Ordinance, 2016 and Marine Management Plan. Marine
tour operator environmental accreditation scheme.

3b. Please report on the progress / success of the actions taken.
Ý See section 2a.
Gibraltar: Limited success due to transboundary nature of threats.
St Helena: All local marine tour operators have undertaken training and subsequent assessment on the
application of environmental best practise whilst interacting with cetaceans.

3c. Describe any factors that may limit action being taken in this regard:
Ý Falkland Islands: No reports of collisions or adverse impact on cetacean species in Falkland Islands waters.
Gibraltar: Illegal fishing by foreign fishing vessels. International shipping lanes.

3d. What assistance, if any, does your country require to overcome these factors?
Ý Gibraltar Improved coordination and cooperation with regional authorities.

2.2 Questions on specific Appendix I aquatic mammals
In the following section, using the table format below, please fill in each Appendix I aquatic mammals
species for which your country is considered to be a Range State. Please complete each table as
appropriate, providing information in summary form. Where appropriate, please cross-reference to
information already provided in national reports that have been submitted under other conventions (e.g.
Convention on Biological Diversity, Ramsar Convention, CITES). (Attach annexes as necessary.)

Species name:ÊBalaenoptera musculus

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Metropolitan UK, British Indian Ocean Territory, and South Georgia & the South Sandwich
Islands.
Metropolitan UK:
Charif, R.A. & Clark, C.W. 2000. Acoustic monitoring of large whales off north and west Britain and Ireland: a
two year study, October 1996-September 1998. JNCC Report No. 313.
Charif, R.A. & Clark, C.W. 2009. Acoustic monitoring of large whales in the deep waters north and west of the
British Isles: 1996-2005. Preliminary Report. UK Department of Energy and Climate Change. 40pp.
Clapham, P.J., Young, S.B. & Brownell, R.Jr. 1999. Baleen whales: conservation issues and the status of the
most endangered populations. Mammal Review 29: 35-60.
Deaville, R. (compiler) 2012. UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme annual report, 2011,
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Document.aspx?Document=11149_FINALUKCSIPAnnualReport2011(2).pdf.
Deaville, R. (compiler) 2013. UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme annual report, 2012,
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Document.aspx?Document=11840_FINALUKCSIPAnnualReport2012.pdf.
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Deaville, R. (compiler) 2014. UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme annual report, 2013,
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Document.aspx?Document=12306_UKCSIPAnnualReport2013_Final.pdf
Deaville, R. (compiler) 2015. UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme annual report, 2014,
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Document.aspx?Document=12562_Final_UK_CSIP_Annual_Report_2014.pdf
Deaville, R. (compiler) 2016. UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme annual report, 2015.
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Document.aspx?Document=14001_FINALUKCSIPAnnualReport2015.pdf
Gunnlaugsson, T. and Sigurjónnson, J. 1989. NASS-87: Estimation of whale abundance based on observations
made on-board Icelandic and Faroese survey vessels ship-board. Rep. Int. Whal. Commn. 40: 571-580.
Nowak, R. 2003. WalkerÕs Marine Mammals of the World. Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University
Press.
Perry, S. L., Demaster, D. P. and Silber, G. K. 1999. The great whales: history and status of six species listed as
Endangered under the U.S. Endangered Species Act of 1973. Marine Fisheries Review 61(1): 1-74.
Pollock, C.M., Mavor, R., Weir, C.R., Reid, A., White, R.W., Tasker, M.L., Webb, A. & Reid, J.B. 2000. The
distribution of seabirds and marine mammals in the Atlantic Frontier, north and west of Scotland. Joint Nature
Conservation Committee, Aberdeen.
Reid, J.B., Evans, P.G.H. & Northridge, S.P. 2003. Atlas of cetacean distribution in north-west European waters.
Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough.
Sears, R., J. M. Williamson, F. W. Wenzel, M. Berube, D. Gendron and P. Jones 1990. Photographic identification
of the blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Canada. International Whaling
Commission Special Issue Report (SC/A88/ID23).
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2a. Summarise information on population size (if known):
! not known

Ý Currently there are no population size estimates for this species in the North Atlantic, although the
population is thought to be small (Clapham et al., 1999; Perry et al., 1999; Reid et al., 2003). 203 individuals
have been identified in the western North Atlantic (Sears et al., 1990) and 442 in Icelandic waters
(Gunnlangsson & Sigurjónsson 1990; Sigurjónsson & Gunnlangsson 1990).
This species is a rare visitor to UK waters (Reid et al. 2003) with the population thought to be small (Clapham
et al. 1999; Reid et al. 2003), and is believed to have declined by 98% in the North Atlantic over 60 years in
the first part of the twentieth century as a result of commercial whaling (Nowak, 2003).
No blue whales were reported stranded in the UK during the period of this report (2014-2016) (Deaville
(compiler) 2015, 2016 and in press. No strandings have been recorded in the UK since 1923).
British Indian Ocean Territory:
No blue whale catches, sightings or strandings have been recorded. Acoustic monitoring data, however,
demonstrated that this species was present year-round in Chagos waters, with a major peak in calls detected
during AprilÐMay and a lesser peak in DecemberÐJanuary.
South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands:
This species appears to be an infrequent visitor to South Georgian waters, occasionally recorded on research
cruises or from cruise ships. The South Georgia Museum whale sightings database (1991-2015) contains 28
records of blue whale sightings, with an estimated 69 individuals being recorded. The data base has not been
updated in 2016 and records will be transferred to a central environmental data portal. This species has been
seen by scientific observer on krill fishing vessels in recent years.

2b. Summarise information on distribution (if known):
! not known

Ý B. musculus has most recently been recorded in deep waters in the Faroe-Shetland Channel and the Rockall
Trough (Charif & Clark, 2000, 2009; Pollock et al. 2000). Acoustic monitoring to the west of the European
continental shelf has indicated a peak occurrence during November and December (Charif & Clark 2000,
2009).
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British Indian Ocean Territory: See 2a.
South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands: Distribution is unclear. Sightings have been recorded all around
the island, with an apparent peak around Shag Rocks.

3. Indicate and briefly describe any activities that have been carried out in favour of this species in the
reporting period. (Please provide the title of the project and contact details, where available):
! Identification and establishment of protected areas

Ý British Indian Ocean Territory: Establishment of a Ôno takeÕ Marine Protected Area in 2010.
! Monitoring

Ý Metropolitan UK: The UK has been a major supporter of cetacean monitoring and the coordination of such
work. Monitoring of cetacean species in the UK is a collaboration between several organisations. The data
collection for SCANS III was undertaken in 2016. The CSIP (www.ukstrandings.org) records information on all
UK stranded cetaceans, conducting systematic necropsies on a proportion, to establish cause/s of death and
investigate threats in UK waters.
! Species protection

Ý Metropolitan UK: All baleen whales are protected under schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.
Legislation has been reviewed in order to provide cetaceans with extra protection from disturbance. The Joint
Nature Conservation Committee has developed guidelines aimed at minimising the risk of acoustic
disturbance to marine mammals from seismic surveys, which were updated in 2010; guidelines for use for
explosives and piling were published in 2010
(http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/jncc_guidelines_piling%20protocol_august%202010.pdf). All cetaceans are strictly
protected as species listed on Annex IV of the Habitats Directive which has been transposed into UK national
law. Additionally, amendments to the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (England and
Wales) and the Offshore Marine Regulations (OMR) which came into force in 2007 have necessitated the
development of guidance to help users understand the legal requirements under the Habitats Directive in
relation to disturbance of cetaceans.
South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands: Legal protection under the Wildlife and Protected Areas
Ordinance 2011 including a specific offence to use a vehicle, vessel or aircraft in a way that disturbs any
marine mammal of the order Cetacea.
! Control hunting / poaching

Ý Metropolitan UK: Whaling is illegal in UK waters (Fisheries Act 1981).
British Indian Ocean Territory: Whaling is illegal in BIOT waters.
South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands: Hunting is prohibited under the Wildlife and Protected Areas
Ordinance 2011 and the Maritime Zone is patrolled by a dedicated patrol vessel.
! Habitat protection

Ý South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands: In February 2012 the Government of South Georgia & the
South Sandwich Islands announced the creation of a large, sustainably managed Marine Protected Area (MPA)
that encompasses the SGSSI Maritime Zone north of 60 degrees. This initial designation enshrined in law
much of the existing protection and created a 1.07 million km2 MPA. Extensive no-take zones (IUCN Category
I) were created around South Georgia, Clerke Rocks, Shag and Black Rocks and the South Sandwich Islands,
totaling 20,431 km2 to safeguard marine ecosystems including avoidance of competition between fisheries
and marine mammals. Following the initial designation a scientific workshop was convened to determine if
further protection was necessary and a range of additional temporal and spatial protections were
implemented to further safeguard marine ecosystems. A revised MPA Order came into force on June 13th
2013. Rigourous fisheries management includes CCAMLR conservation measures, employment of scientific
observers and MSC certification of fisharies safeguards food supplies and protects habitats e.g. from pollution
or poaching.

4. If no activities have been carried out for this species in the reporting period, what has prevented such
action being taken?
Ý N/A.

5. Describe any future activities that are planned for this species:
Ý B. musculus was maintained as a priority species following the Species and Habitats Review in 2007 and had
an Action plan (http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5717). Continued implementation is devolved to individual
countries (England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland).

Species name:ÊMegaptera novaeangliae

1. Please provide published distribution reference:
Ý Report from Metropolitan UK, Ascension Island, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, Gibraltar, St Helena, and South
Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands.
Charif, R.A. & Clark, C.W. 2000. Acoustic monitoring of large whales off north and west Britain and Ireland: a
two year study, October 1996-September 1998. JNCC Report No. 313.
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