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AN ACT to establish a commission for the administration, control and management
of State forests, to provide for the transfer of certain assets belonging to the
Government to the said Commission; to provide for the setting aside of State forests
and for the protection of private forests, trees and forest produce; to establish a
Mining Timber Permit Board and to control the cutting and taking of timber for
mining purposes; to provide for the conservation of timber resources and the
compulsory afforestation of private land; to regulate and control trade in forest
produce including the use of trade names and marks in connection with forest
produce; to regulate and control the burning of vegetation; and for other purposes



connected with the foregoing.

[Date of commencement: 9th December, 1949.]

PART I

PRELIMINARY

1 Short title

This Act may be cited as the Forest Act [Chapter 19:05].

2 Interpretation

In this Act—

“appointed day” means the 2nd February, 1979;

“chief executive” means the person appointed in terms of subsection (1) of section
twenty-seven to be the Commission’s chief executive officer;

“Commission” means the Forestry Commission established under this Act;
“commissioner” means a person who is appointed as a member of the Commission;
“demarcated forest” means an area of land which has been declared to be a
demarcated forest in terms of this Act;

“fireguard” means a strip of land, whether under trees or not, which has been cleared
of inflammable matter;

“Forest Estate” means the Forest Estate specified in section thirty-three;

“forest land” means forest land specified in section thirty-four;

“forest officer” means any person appointed by the Minister as a forest officer for the
purposes of this Act;

“forest produce”, in relation to—

(a) a demarcated forest, means anything which is grown or is found
naturally therein, including any wild or domesticated animal, but excluding any
mineral or mineral substance as defined in the Mines and Minerals Act [Chapter
21:05];

(b) an undemarcated forest, means all trees, timber, palms and bamboos
therein;
but excludes anything specified by the Minister, by statutory instrument, for the
purposes of this definition;

“local authority” means a municipal council, town council, local board or rural
district council;

“Minister” means the Minister of Environment and Tourism or any other Minister to
whom the President may, from time to time, assign the administration of this Act;
“occupier”, in relation to any land, means the person exercising general control over
the land and, for the purposes of section sixty-seven, includes any person authorized
by such an occupier to receive notice given in terms of that section;

“plantation” means any artificially established tree, as ordinarily understood, or forest
of such trees, and includes any natural extension of such tree or trees;

“private forest” means a forest, plantation or tree situate on land not owned by the
State;

“private land” means any land the ownership of which has by law, grant or title deed
become vested in any person other than the President, and includes any land held by
any person under any agreement whereby such person is entitled to obtain from the
President title thereto on the fulfilment by him of the conditions prescribed by such
agreement but does not include any Communal Land;

“protected private forest” means any area of land which is protected under a notice
issued in terms of subsection (3) of section thirty-seven;

“reserved tree” means a tree which has been reserved by a notice in terms of section
thirty-eight;

“Rhodes Estates” means the Rhodes Estates described in the Rhodes Estates Act



[Chapter 20:17];

“State forest” means any demarcated forest or any undemarcated forest;

“timber” means all wood contained in trees, whether standing, fallen or felled, and all
wood, whether produced in or imported into Zimbabwe and whether sawn, split,
hewn or planed or otherwise fashioned or processed;

“tree” means the whole or any part of any tree as ordinarily understood, or of any
shrub, bush, seedling, transplant, sapling, re-shoot, under-bush, undergrowth or
regrowth;

“trust land” means any land, other than Communal Land, held in trust by the
President or a statutory body or by a person, whether solely or jointly with others, by
virtue of his being a holder of some office in a statutory body;

“undemarcated forest” means any area of State land which is not a demarcated forest,
but does not include—

(a) any State land held by any person under any agreement whereby such
person is entitled to obtain from the President title thereto on the fulfilment by him of
the conditions prescribed by such agreement;

(b) the Parks and Wild Life Estate; or

(©) Communal Land;

“vegetation” includes any tree, bush, shrub, brushwood, undergrowth or grass and
any other vegetation.
3 Minister may appoint forest officers
The Minister may appoint any person in the employment of the Commission or in the
Public Service as a forest officer for the purposes of this Act.
PART 11
FORESTRY COMMISSION
4 Establishment of Forestry Commission
Upon the 1st April, 1954, there shall be established a commission under the name of
the Forestry Commission, which shall be a body corporate capable of suing and being
sued in its corporate name and, subject to this Act, of performing all such acts as
bodies corporate may by law perform.
5 Constitution of Commission and terms of office of commissioners
(1) The Commission shall consist of not less than three and not more than eight
commissioners appointed by the Minister after consultation and in accordance with
any directions the President may give him.
(2) The commissioners shall be appointed by the Minister for such periods, not
exceeding three years, and on such terms and conditions as he thinks fit.
(3) The Minister shall appoint one of the commissioners to be chairman of the
Commission and may, if the chairman is prevented by illness, absence from
Zimbabwe or other like cause from exercising his functions as chairman, appoint one
of the other commissioners to act as chairman.
(4) If a commissioner is prevented by illness, absence from Zimbabwe or other like
cause from exercising his functions on the Commission, the Minister may appoint any
person to act as commissioner, and the person so appointed shall, during the period of
his appointment, exercise all the powers and fulfil all the duties of the commissioner
for whom he is appointed to act.
(5) A commissioner may at any time by resignation under his hand addressed to the
Minister resign his membership.
(6) The Commission shall pay—

(a) to the chairman of the Commission in respect of his office as
chairman, such remuneration as may be determined by the Minister;

(b) to any other commissioner in respect of his office as commissioner,



such remuneration as may be determined by the Minister;

(©) to any person appointed to act as chairman or as a commissioner, the
remuneration to which he is entitled under the terms of his appointment;
(d) to all commissioners, travelling and subsistence allowances in

accordance with such tariff and such conditions as the Commission may from time to
time fix.

(7) A commissioner who ceases to be a commissioner shall be eligible for
reappointment unless he is disqualified for membership of the Commission.

6 Disqualification for commissioner
(1) A person shall be disqualified from being a commissioner if—
(a) he is a member of Parliament; or

(b) he holds any other office in which his duties are reasonably likely to
conflict with his duties towards or the interests of the Commission; or

() is a member of two or more statutory bodies.
(2) It shall be the duty of the Minister to satisfy himself that every person whom the
President proposes to appoint as a commissioner is not disqualified in terms of
subsection (1) and also from time to time to satisfy himself that no person who is a
commissioner is so disqualified; and every such person shall, whenever requested so
to do, furnish him with such information as the Minister may consider necessary for
the performance of his duty under this subsection.
6A Commissioners to disclose certain connections and interests
(1) In this section—
“relative”, in relation to a commissioner, means the commissioner’s spouse, child,
parent, brother or sister.

(2) If—

(a) a commissioner or member of a committee—

(1) knowingly acquires or holds a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in
any matter that is under consideration by the Board or the committee; or

(i1) owns any property or has a right in property or a direct or indirect

pecuniary interest in a company or association of persons which results in his private
interests coming or appearing to come into conflict with his functions as a
commissioner or member, as the case may be; or

(ii1)  knows or has reason to believe that a relative of his—

A. has acquired or holds a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in any
matter that is under consideration by the Board or the committee; or
B. owns any property or has a right in property or a direct or indirect

pecuniary interest in a company or association of persons which results in the
commissioner’s or member's private interests coming or appearing to come into
conflict with his functions as a commissioner or member, as the case may be;
or

(b) for any other reason the private interests of a commissioner or
member of a committee come into conflict with his functions as a commissioner or
member, as the case may be;
the commissioner or member shall forthwith disclose the fact to the Board or the
committee, as the case may be.
(3) A commissioner or member referred to in subsection (2) shall take no part in the
consideration or discussion of, or vote on, any question before the Commission or
committee, as the case may be, which relates to any interest, property or right referred
to in that subsection.
(4) Any person who contravenes subsection (2) or (3) shall be guilty of an offence
and liable to a fine not exceeding level seven or to imprisonment for a period not



exceeding two years or to both such fine and such imprisonment.
[amended by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]

7 Powers of President to declare office of commissioner vacant
(1) If the Minister is satisfied that a commissioner—

(a) is disqualified for membership of the Commission; or

(b) has been absent from more than three consecutive meetings of the
Commission without the permission of the Commission; or

@) has become insolvent or made an arrangement with his creditors; or

(d) is incapacitated by physical or mental illness; or

(e) is otherwise unable or unfit to discharge the functions of a

commissioner;

the Minister may declare his office as a commissioner to be vacant and shall notify
the fact in such manner as he may think fit, and thereupon the office of that
commissioner shall become vacant.

(2) When a commissioner’s office becomes vacant or a commissioner dies, the
Minister shall, in accordance with any directions the President may give him appoint
a person to fill the vacancy and such person shall hold office until the expiration of
the period during which such commissioner would, but for the vacancy or his death,
as the case may be, have continued in office.

8 Duties of Commission
(1) Subject to this Act, the functions of the Commission shall be—
(a) the consideration of all questions and matters arising out of or relating

to general forest policy and the making of reports and recommendations thereon to
the Minister;

(b) the control, management and exploitation of State forests, plantations
and forest nurseries belonging to the State and such other land as may be acquired by
the State for forestry purposes;

(©) the establishment, maintenance, improvement, renewal and
exploitation of plantations and forest nurseries;

(cl)  the exploitation of all forms of forest produce, including—

(1) the manufacture of articles from forest produce and the sale and
exportation of such articles; and

(11) the production, sale and exportation of seed; and

(ii1))  the conduct of hunting or photographic safaris;

(d) the survey of the forest resources of Zimbabwe;

(e) advice and propaganda on all forestry matters;

(1) conducting research and investigations into all matters pertaining to
forestry and forest products;

(2) the determination of whether the President should exercise any of his
powers in terms of section thirty-five and to make a recommendation thereon to the
President;

(h) the investigation of any matter relating to the use or occupation of the
Forest Estate and the making of recommendations thereon to the President where it
considers such use or occupation is inconsistent with this Act;

(1) carrying out such activities as the Minister may specify as a service to
the public on behalf of the State;
and with such other functions relating to forests and forestry as the Minister may
from time to time direct.

(2) The Commission may and, if so directed by the Minister, shall exercise any
function referred to in paragraph (b), (c) or (c1) of subsection (1) through a company
or undertaking referred to in paragraph 1A of the Second Schedule.



9 Recommendation as to declaration of demarcated forest

The Commission shall not recommend to the President that he exercise his power to
declare any land demarcated forest where the recommendation relates to land which
15—

(a) parks and wild life land, unless the Parks and Wild Life Board
established in terms of the Parks and Wild Life Act [Chapter 20:14] has been
consulted;

(b) Communal Land, unless the Minister responsible for the
administration of the Communal Land Act [Chapter 20:04], and any rural district
council established for the area concerned have been consulted;

(©) within the area under the jurisdiction of a local authority, unless the
local authority has been consulted.
10 Recommendations as to improper use of Forest Estate

Where any recommendation has been made to him in terms of paragraph (h) of
section eight the President may—

(a) direct any Minister to take such action as may be necessary to comply
with the recommendation of the Commission; or

(b) reject the recommendation and, in such event, the reasons therefor
shall be communicated in writing to the Commission.

11 Powers of Commission

For the better exercise of its functions, the Commission shall, subject to this Act, have
power to do or cause to be done, either by itself or through its agents, all or any of the
things specified in the Second Schedule, either absolutely or conditionally and either
solely or jointly with others.

12 Commission to be subject to direction of Minister

The Commission shall, in exercising its functions under this Act, comply with such
directions as may be given to it from time to time by the Minister.

13 Transfer to Commission of undertaking of Forestry Branch

(1) As from the 1st April, 1954, the undertaking of the Forestry Branch of the
Department of Agriculture shall by virtue and subject to this Act be transferred to and
vest in the Commission.

(2) The transfer effected by subsection (1) shall extend to—

(a) all forest produce in State forests and on other State land administered
by the Forestry Branch;

(b) such buildings occupied by the Forestry Branch as the Minister may
determine;

() all saw-mills, plant, vehicles, equipment, tools, gear, livestock, wells,
boreholes and other water supplies belonging to the State and used by the Forestry
Branch:

Provided that no State land shall be transferred to the Commission by virtue of this
section.

(3) A valuation shall be made by the Minister of the undertaking transferred in terms
of this section and the sum represented by such valuation, hereinafter referred to as
“initial capital”, shall be a debt due by the Commission to the State.

14 Transfer of certain land to Commission

(1) Such State land, not being demarcated forest, as is designated by the Minister for
the purposes of this section shall be transferred, with effect from a date fixed by the
Minister, to the Commission.

(2) The Registrar of Deeds shall, where so directed by the Minister, make such
endorsements on the appropriate title deeds and in his registers as may be required by
reason of the transfer to the Commission of the land referred to in subsection (1), and



all such transfers shall be exempt from stamp duty, fees of office and other such
charges.

15 Control and management of demarcated forests

(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Commission shall have the control and
management of—

(a) demarcated forests; and

(b) all land expropriated in terms of section forty; and

(c) any other State land designated by the Minister for the purposes of this
paragraph.

(2) The Commission shall have the control and management of any demarcated
forest which is part of the Rhodes Estates only in so far as such demarcated forest has
been leased to the Commission and only in so far as such control and management is
consistent with the lease.

16 Property of Commission
The Commission—
(a) shall own—
(1) all immovable property designated by the Minister in terms of

subsection (1) of section fourteen and any other immovable property the ownership of
which is acquired by the Commission; and

(11) all movable assets transferred to the Commission in terms of section
thirteen and all other movable property the ownership of which is acquired by the
Commission; and

(111) any forest produce obtained from a demarcated forest or other land
referred to in paragraph (b) or (c) of section fifteen which is not immovable property;

and

(b) may exercise, subject to subsection (2) of section fifteen, the rights of
ownership, other than the right of alienation of ownership, in respect of any
demarcated forest or other land referred to in paragraph (b) or (c¢) of section fifteen.
17 Lease of demarcated forest
(1) The Minister may, on the recommendation of the Commission, lease to any
person any portion of a demarcated forest.
(2) The Minister shall pay to the Commission all rents derived from any person who
has been permitted in terms of subsection (1) to acquire the lease of any portion of a
demarcated forest.
18 Contracts
Any reference to the Minister, the conservator or the Forestry Branch of the
Department of Agriculture in any agreement relating to forest produce between the
State and any other person or in any licence relating to forest produce granted by the
State to any person shall, on or after the 1st April, 1954, be read and construed as a
reference to the Commission or its chief executive officer appointed in terms of this
Act, as the context may require.
19 Financial year and programme of Commission
(1) The financial year of the Commission shall be the period of twelve months
ending on the 31st December in each year.
(2) Before the end of each financial year, the Commission shall submit a programme
to the Minister, in such form as the Minister may require, setting out in detail the
projected revenue and expenditure for each of the succeeding four years.
20 Commission to open banking account
The Commission shall open an account or accounts in its name at a bank or banks
into which all moneys received by the Commission shall be paid in the first instance
and out of which all payments by the Commission shall be made.



21 Advances and grants to and borrowing powers of Commission
(1) The funds of the Commission shall consist of—

(a) such sums as may be payable to the Commission in terms of this Act;
and

(b) such moneys as may be payable to the Commission from moneys
appropriated for the purpose by Act of Parliament; and

(©) such other moneys or assets as may vest in or accrue to the

Commission, whether in the course of its functions or otherwise.

(2) The Commission may also, with the consent of or in accordance with the terms of
any authority given by the Ministry responsible for finance, borrow from such
sources and on such terms as the Ministry responsible for finance may approve, such
sums as the Commission may require.

22 Forestry Reserve Fund

(1) As soon as there is a surplus in the funds of the Commission, the Commission
shall establish a fund to be known as the Forestry Reserve Fund into which shall be
paid an amount equal to three-fifths of any annual surplus as revealed by the
Commission’s annual audited accounts.

(2) Surplus moneys in the Forestry Reserve Fund, which are not immediately
required for any purpose for which moneys in that Fund may under this Act be
applied, may be held in investments approved by the Minister after consultation with
the Minister responsible for finance.

(3) The balance of any surplus remaining after the payment referred to in subsection
(1) has been made and the interest received on investments made in terms of
subsection (2) shall be appropriated in the following order, that is to say—

(a) in reduction of advances and loans made to the Commission;
(b) in redemption of the initial capital of the Commission;
(@) to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

23 Interest on advances

The Commission shall, if the Minister responsible for finance so directs, pay interest
to the State on the outstanding balances of the initial capital of the Commission and
of the advances made to it under subsection (1) of section twenty-one at such rate as
may be fixed by the Minister responsible for finance.
24 Exemption from income tax
The receipts and accruals of the Commission shall be exempt from income tax
imposed under any enactment.
25 Accounts and audit
(1) The Commission shall keep proper accounts and other records relating thereto in
respect of all its operations, undertakings and property, including such particular
accounts and records as the Minister may direct.
(2) The accounts of the Commission shall be audited by an auditor appointed
annually by the Commission with the approval of the Minister.
(3) The auditor appointed in terms of subsection (2) may be—

(a) the Comptroller and Auditor-General; or

(b) a person registered as public auditor in terms of the Public

Accountants and Auditors Act [Chapter 27:12].
(4) The auditor appointed in terms of subsection (2) shall make a report to the
Commission on the accounts examined by him and on the statement of accounts
prepared for the financial year for which he is appointed, and the report shall include
a statement showing—

(a) whether or not he has obtained all the information and explanations he
has required; and



(b) whether or not, in his opinion, such statement of accounts is properly
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Commission
according to the best of his information and the explanations given to him and as
shown by the books of the Commission.

(5) The auditor appointed in terms of subsection (2) shall have a right of access at all
times to the books, accounts and vouchers of the Commission and shall be entitled to
require from the members and employees of the Commission such information and
explanations as may be necessary for the performance of his duties.

(6) As soon as the accounts of the Commission have been audited, the Commission
shall send the statement of its accounts required in terms of this section to the
Minister, together with a copy of any report made on that statement by the auditor
concerned.

25A  Reports of Commission

(1) In addition to any annual report which the Commission may be required to
submit to the Minister in terms of the Audit and Exchequer Act [Chapter 22:03], the
Commission—

(a) shall submit to the Minister such other reports as the Minister may
require;

(b) may submit to the Minister such other reports as the Commission
considers advisable; in regard to the operations, undertakings and property of the
Commission.

(2) The Commission shall give to the Minister all such information relating to the
undertakings of the Commission as the Minister may at any time require.

(3) The Minister shall lay a report submitted to him by the Commission in terms of
subsection (1) before Parliament.

26 Procedure

(1) The quorum of the Commission shall be two commissioners when the number of
commissioners appointed is three or four, and not less than half the number of
commissioners when the number of commissioners appointed exceeds four.

(2) The Commission shall hold such meetings as in the opinion of the chairman are
necessary for the efficient conduct of its business, and such meetings shall be held not
less than once in every two months.

(3) The chairman shall preside at all meetings at which he is present and in his
absence from any meeting, unless an acting chairman has been appointed, the
commissioners shall elect one of their number to act as chairman at that meeting.

(4) The chairman shall have a deliberative vote as well as a casting vote.

(5) If the Commission makes a decision on any matter on or in connection with
which it has received from its chief executive officer appointed in terms of this Act
advice of a technical nature, involving special knowledge and experience of forestry,
and such decision is not in accordance with such advice, the Commission shall report
the matter to the Minister, and the decision of the Minister shall be accepted by the
Commission.

(6) The Commission may, with the approval of the Minister, make rules with respect
to the holding of meetings of the Commission, the notices to be given of such
meetings, the proceedings thereat, the keeping of minutes of such proceedings and the
custody and production for inspection of such minutes.

(7) Subject to any such rules, the procedure of the Commission shall be such as the
Commission may determine.

27 Appointment and functions of chief executive officer of Commission

(1) Subject to this section, the Commission shall appoint, on such terms and
conditions as the Commission may fix, a person to be the chief executive officer of



the Commission and at least one person to be the deputy of the chief executive
officer.

(2) The chief executive and his deputy shall be appointed for their knowledge and
experience of forestry.

(3) Without the authority of the Minister, no person shall be appointed as chief
executive and no person shall be qualified to hold office as chief executive if he is not
a citizen of Zimbabwe or ordinary resident in Zimbabwe.

(4) The appointment of the chief executive shall terminate if he would be required in
terms of section six to vacate his office had that section applied to him.

(5) The chief executive shall be responsible, subject to the Commission’s control,
for—

(a) supervising and managing the Commission’s staff activities, funds and
property; and
(b) performing such other functions as the Commission may assign to him

or as may be conferred or imposed on him by or under this Act or any other
enactment.
(6) An assignment of functions by the Commission in terms of subsection (4)—

(a) may be made generally or specially and subject to such conditions,
restrictions, reservations and exceptions as the Commission may determine;
(b) may be revoked by the Commission at any time;
(c) shall not preclude the Commission itself from exercising the
functions.

(7) The deputy of the chief executive shall perform the chief executive’s functions
whenever the office of chief executive is vacant or the chief executive is for any
reason unable to perform them.

27A  Other Staff of Commission

(1) The Commission shall appoint, on such terms and conditions as it may fix, such
other members of staff as the Commission considers to be necessary for the proper
exercise of the Commission’s functions.

(2) No person seconded to the Commission from the Public Service may be
discharged except with the consent of the Public Service Commission.

(3) The First Schedule shall apply to any employee of the Commission who is not on
secondment from the Public Service.

28 Pension contributions to be deducted

Any contributions for pension purposes which are payable to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund in terms of this Act by an employee of the Commission, whether on
secondment from the Public Service or otherwise, shall be deducted from the
emoluments of the employee concerned and forwarded by the Commission to the
State.

29 Commission to contribute to Consolidated Revenue Fund

There shall be paid monthly out of the funds of the Commission to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund such amount as may be determined by the Minister responsible for
finance, after consultation with the Commission, in respect of the contributions for
pension purposes paid to the Consolidated Revenue Fund by employees of the
Commission.

30 Disability benefits

(1) Any enactment providing for the payment of compensation in respect of the
injury or death of officers or employees of the Public Service shall apply, mutatis
mutandis, in relation to contributors as though they were officers or employees of the
Public Service.

(2) The Minister responsible for finance may recover from the Commission any



compensation paid to a contributor or his dependants in terms of subsection (1).

(3) A contributor shall not be regarded as a workman for the purposes of the National
Social Security Authority Act [Chapter 17:04].

(4) In this section—

“contributor” means an employee of the Commission who is paying contributions to
the Consolidated Revenue Fund in terms of this Act, whether he is on secondment
from the Public Service or otherwise.

31 Suspension, reduction or forfeiture of pension or gratuity

If any employee or former employee of the Commission who becomes entitled to a
pension or gratuity or is in receipt of a pension under this Act—

(a) is found by a board appointed by the President for the purpose to have
made improper use of or to have disclosed in an improper manner any information
which he may have obtained in the course of his employment; or

(b) is found by a competent court to have been guilty of misappropriation
of property of the Commission which would, if it had been discovered before he
became entitled to a pension or gratuity, have rendered him liable to discharge or
dismissal; or

(©) is found to have made a false statement for the purpose of obtaining a
pension or gratuity or commutation of pension, knowing the statement to be false or
not believing it to be true; or

(d) refuses to comply with a reasonable request made by the Commission
to afford all assistance and information in his power relating to any appointment
formerly held or class of duty formerly carried out by him; or

(e) solicits or, without the consent of the Commission, accepts, directly or
indirectly, any gift of a pecuniary value after retirement in connection with his
service;
the President may order that any right to any pension or gratuity to which that person
has become entitled or the pension of which he is in receipt shall be suspended,
reduced or forfeited.
32 Deduction from pension, gratuity, refund of contributions or other benefit
(1) The Minister responsible for finance may authorize the deduction from any
pension, gratuity, refund of contributions, commutation of pension or other benefit
payable under this Act to an employee of the Commission who has been discharged
or dismissed for misconduct of an amount equal to any direct loss which the
Commission has sustained by reason of the conduct of the employee on account of
which the employee was discharged or dismissed from the service of the
Commission.
(2) The Minister may authorize the deduction from any pension, gratuity, refund of
contributions or other benefit to which a person or his estate is entitled under this Act
of a liquidated amount which that person is liable to pay to the Commission.
(3) To facilitate the recovery of an amount due under this section, the Minister may
order the commutation, in accordance with any enactment relating to the
commutation of pensions payable to members of the Public Service, of all or part of
the pensions payable to the member notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained in this Act.
PART III
FOREST ESTATE AND FOREST LAND
33 Forest Estate
(1) The Forest Estate shall consist of—

(a) forest land;

(b) demarcated forest on Rhodes Estates;



(©) land owned by the Commission specified in Part III of the Third
Schedule.
(2) The Forest Estate shall be used for the purposes specified in this Act.
34 Forest land
(1) Forest land shall consist of State land which is declared to be a demarcated forest.
(2) The total extent of forest land shall not be reduced by more than one per centum
of the total extent of forest land on the appointed day.
PART IV
DEMARCATED FORESTS, NATURE RESERVES, PRIVATE PROTECTED
FORESTS, RESERVED AND PROTECTED TREES
35 Demarcated forest
(1) Each of the areas described in Parts I and II of the Third Schedule is hereby
declared to be a demarcated forest which shall be known by the name specified in the
Third Schedule.
(2) Subject to this Act, the President may, on the recommendation of the
Commission, by notice in a statutory instrument, amend the Third Schedule for the

purpose of—
(a) declaring a new demarcated forest and specifying the name thereof;
(b) changing the name of any demarcated forest;
(©) adding any area to a demarcated forest;
(d) subtracting any area from a demarcated forest;
(e) abolishing any demarcated forest.

(3) No land shall be declared to be demarcated forest unless it is—

(a) State land; or

(b) trust land and the trustees thereof have consented thereto.
(4) Any notice made in terms of paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of subsection (2) shall be
laid before Parliament as soon as may be after it has been published and if a
resolution is passed within the next twenty-eight days on which Parliament has sat
next after the notice is laid before it requesting the President to rescind or vary the
notice, it shall forthwith be rescinded or varied, as the case may be, by further
statutory instrument but without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done
thereunder.
(5) No notice may be made in terms of paragraph (d) or (e) of subsection (2) unless
the proposal to make such notice has been approved by Parliament.
36 Minister may amend Third Schedule
(1) The Minister may, by notice in a statutory instrument, amend the Third Schedule
in order to—

(a) more clearly describe such land; or

(b) correct any error in the description of or statement of extent of such
land.
(2) The Minister may, by statutory instrument, amend Part III of the Third Schedule
in order to add any land which is acquired by the Commission or delete any land
which is no longer owned by the Commission.
(3) No notice made in terms of this section shall have the effect of transferring any
land to or from the Forest Estate.
37 Owner of private land may apply for protection of forest
(1) The owner of any private land who has placed or intends to place such land or
any portion of such land under a system of forest management approved by the
Commission may make application to the Minister for a declaration that such land or
such portion of such land shall be protected under this Act.
(2) Upon receipt of an application in terms of subsection (1), the Minister shall



require the Commission—

(a) to submit a report on the area to which the application relates and to
cause a sketch plan to be produced together with a written description, approved by
the Surveyor-General, of the boundaries of such area;

(b) to cause a certified copy of such report, together with a copy of the
plan attached thereto, to be deposited in the office of the local authority for the area
and of the mining commissioner in whose district the area is situate. Such report and
plan shall be available at such office during office hours for inspection by members of
the public, free of charge;

(©) to cause—
(1) in the case of an indigenous forest, three months’ notice; or
(i1) in the case of a plantation, whether already established at the date of

the application or to be established thereafter, one month’s notice;

of the intention to declare such area to be protected under this Act to
be published on three consecutive occasions in the Gazette and in a newspaper
circulating in the district in which the area is situate and to call upon any person who
has any objection to the proposed declaration to lodge his objection in writing with
the Minister within three months or one month, as the case may be, of the last
publication of the notice in terms of this paragraph.
(3) The Minister after consideration of the application and objections, if any, may, if
he is satisfied that the public interest will not be prejudiced thereby, by statutory
instrument, declare that the area of private land described in such notice shall be
protected under this Act.
(4) The Minister may at any time revoke any declaration issued in terms of this
section if he is satisfied that the private land to which it relates is no longer under a
system of forest management approved by the Commission or if the owner so
requests.
38 Reservation of trees or forest produce
The Minister may, in respect of any State forest, by statutory instrument, declare any
species of tree or any forest produce to be specially reserved and may in like manner
revoke or amend any such declaration.
39 Protection of forest or trees from cutting
(1) Whenever, in respect of any land not being a State forest, the President deems it
expedient in the public interest that any tree or the whole or any part of a forest or
plantation shall be protected, the President may, by proclamation, declare such tree or
such forest, part of a forest or plantation to be protected.
(2) The owner of any forest, plantation or tree in respect of which the President has
exercised his power under subsection (1) shall be entitled to compensation for any
loss resulting therefrom in such sum as may be mutually agreed upon or, failing
agreement, as may be determined by arbitration.
40 Expropriation of land for forest and certain other purposes
Whenever, in the opinion of the President, any area of land is required for the
production of forest produce, either by the conservation and management of forest
produce existing on such land or by means of plantations, the President may
expropriate such land on payment to the owner of the land of such sum as may be
mutually agreed upon or, failing agreement, as may be fixed by arbitration:
Provided that the power of expropriation conferred by this section may only be
exercised if the expropriation is recommended by the Environment Board established
in terms of section19 of the Environmental Management Act [Chapter 20:26]
[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]
41 Certain acts prohibited



(1) Unless authorized in terms of subsection (3) or (4) of section forty-four, no person
shall—

(a) cut, fell, injure or destroy any forest produce in, or remove any forest
produce from, any demarcated forest or protected private forest; or

(b) fell, remove or injure any tree or forest produce which is reserved in
terms of section thirty-eight; or

(c) cut, injure or destroy any tree protected or any tree in any forest or
plantation or part of any forest or plantation protected in terms of section thirty-nine
except with the written consent of the Minister and subject to such conditions as he
may determine.
(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and
liable to a fine not exceeding level eight or to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding one year or to both such fine and such imprisonment.
[inserted by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]

42 Acts excepted from section 41
Nothing in section forty-one shall be deemed to prohibit—

(a) the owner of a protected private forest from exercising full rights of
ownership in regard to such protected private forest;

(b) any act done with the permission or under the direction of the
Commission;

(c) any act done in accordance with regulations.

[inserted by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]

PART V

CONTROL OF MINING TIMBER RIGHTS: MINING TIMBER PERMIT BOARD
43 Interpretation in Part V

In this Part—

“Board” means the Mining Timber Permit Board established by section forty-six;
“miner” means—

(a) the holder of an exclusive prospecting order under; or
(b) the holder of a registered mining location under; or
() any miner as defined in;

the Mines and Minerals Act [Chapter 21:05];

“permit” means a mining timber permit referred to in subsection (1) of section forty-
five;

“prospector’” means—

(a) the holder of a prospecting licence; or

(b) the holder of a special grant to carry out prospecting operations;
issued under the Mines and Minerals Act [Chapter 21:05].
44 Exercise of rights to timber under mining law restricted

(1) No right to timber which is conferred upon a prospector under the mining law or
under any title to land shall be exercised—

(a) in any demarcated forest or protected private forest; or

(b) in respect of any tree or forest produce which has been reserved under
section thirty-eight or any tree, forest, plantation or part of any forest or plantation
which has been protected under the provisions of section thirty-nine.
(2) Any right to timber which is conferred upon a miner under the mining law or
under any title to land may be exercised only if such miner obtains a permit under the
provisions of this Part:
Provided that no such right shall be exercised—

(a) in any demarcated forest or protected private forest; or

(b) in respect of any tree or forest produce which has been reserved under



section thirty-eight or any tree, forest, plantation or part of any forest or plantation
which has been protected under section thirty-nine.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1) and (2), the mining
commissioner may, after consultation with the owner of a protected private forest,
authorize a prospector or miner to cut or fell any vegetation in such protected private
forest if such vegetation interferes with prospecting or mining operations,
development work or the erection of buildings for mining purposes:
Provided that the prospector or miner shall comply with any requirement imposed by
the mining commissioner as to the stacking or piling of any vegetation so cut or
felled.
(4) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the commissioner may authorize a
prospector or miner to cut, fell, use, stack or remove any forest produce in a
demarcated forest if such forest produce interferes with prospecting or mining
operations, development work or the erection of buildings for mining purposes.
45 No miner may cut timber without permit
(1) Subject to this section and notwithstanding any other law or of any title to land no
miner shall cut, fell, injure or destroy—

(a) any forest produce in or remove any forest produce from any State
land; or

(b) any indigenous trees or timber in or remove any indigenous trees or
timber from private land;
unless he is in possession of a valid mining timber permit issued to him by the Board.
(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to a miner in respect of any road-building or site-
clearing operations or marking of boundary lines connected with his location, unless
the Board has withdrawn this exemption on the ground that the miner is cutting,
felling or removing forest produce, trees or timber in such manner as is resulting in
undue damage to the locality concerned:
Provided that any forest produce, trees or timber cut or felled during such road-
building or site-clearing operations or marking of boundary lines shall be stacked or
piled.
(3) Nothing in subsection (1) shall be construed as requiring miner to be in
possession of a permit in respect of the cutting, felling, removal or use of anything
covered by an agreement made in terms of subsection (8) of section 103 or subsection
(3) of section 178 of the Mines and Minerals Act [Chapter 21:05].
46 Establishment and constitution of Mining Timber Permit Board
(1) As from the 9th December, 1949, there shall be established a Mining Timber
Permit Board.
(2) The Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Minister, of whom—

(a) one shall be a forest officer nominated by the Commission, who shall
be chairman;
(b) one shall be a senior officer in the Public Service who is responsible

to the Minister for the time being administering the Mines and Minerals Act [Chapter
21:05];

(c) one shall be the Director-General of Environmental Management
referred to in section 46 of the Environmental Management Act [Chapter 20:26];
[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]

(d) one shall be chosen by the Minister from a panel of names of persons
resident in Zimbabwe submitted by the Chamber of Mines of Zimbabwe;
(e) one shall be chosen by the Minister from a panel of names of persons

resident in Zimbabwe submitted by such agricultural farming unions or associations
as the Minister in his discretion may determine.



(3) The members of the Board who are members of the Public Service shall hold
office at the Minister’s pleasure and each of the other members shall hold office for a
period not exceeding three years from the date of appointment, but shall be eligible
for reappointment.

47 Meetings of Board

The Board shall at least once every three months hold an ordinary meeting for the
consideration of applications for permits. The day and place of each ordinary meeting
and the districts from which applications will be considered at such meeting shall be
as appointed by the Board. The chairman may for good and sufficient reason on any
particular occasion appoint a day and place for holding a special meeting. Due notice
of all ordinary meetings shall be published in the Gazette. The chairman shall, in the
event of an equality of votes, have a casting vote in addition to a deliberative vote. A
quorum for any meeting shall consist of the chairman and two members.

48 Minutes of proceedings to be kept by Board

The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings in a book kept for that purpose
which shall be signed by the chairman after confirmation at the next
subsequentmeeting. Such minutes shall be open at all convenient times for the
inspection of the Minister or any person authorized by him.

49 Applications for permits

(1) Any miner who wishes to cut, fell, take, work or remove any—

(a) forest produce from any undemarcated forest; or

(b) indigenous trees or timber from private land other than land within a
protected private forest;
under a permit shall make application therefor or for renewal thereof on the
prescribed form, in triplicate, to the mining commissioner of the district in which he
intends to carry out mining operations.

(2) On receipt of an application in terms of subsection (1), the mining commissioner
shall—

(a) by registered letter addressed to the ordinary postal address of the
person concerned, transmit one copy of the application—

(1) where the land concerned is State land, to the Minister responsible for
lands;

(11) where the land concerned is private land, to the owner or occupier
thereof;

and inform him of his right to make representations to the Board in
terms of subsection (3);

(b) transmit the application to the Board together with notification of the
date on which the copy referred to in paragraph (a) was posted and any comments he
may wish to make regarding the application.

(3) Any person to whom a copy of an application is required to be transmitted in
terms of paragraph (a) of subsection (2) may, within the period of fourteen days from
the date on which such copy was posted to him by the mining commissioner, make
representations to the Board regarding the application.

(4) On receipt of an application transmitted to the Board in terms of subsection (2),
the chairman of the Board may issue a provisional permit which shall be valid until
the application has been decided by the Board and shall, during its currency, be
deemed to be a permit issued by the Board:

Provided that no provisional permit may be issued—

(a) until the period referred to in subsection (3) has expired; or

(b) if an objection to the granting of the application has been made to the
Board in terms of subsection (3).



(5) An applicant or person who has made representations regarding an application in
terms of subsection (3) shall furnish the Board with such further information as the
Board may require.

50 Consideration of applications and issue of permits by board

(1) The Board shall consider any application at its next meeting which has been
appointed for consideration of applications from that district and on such
consideration may either grant or refuse the permit or renewal applied for:

Provided that the Board may for any good and sufficient reason postpone or adjourn
the further consideration of any application.

(2) The Board may only refuse to issue or renew a permit if, in the opinion of the
Board—

() the taking of timber would result in undue damage to the locality from
which the applicant proposes to take timber or would adversely affect the timber
supplies of that locality or Zimbabwe as a whole; or

(b) suitable alternative supplies of timber are available to the applicant.
(3) In granting any permit or any renewal thereof the Board may impose any
conditions which it may deem desirable in regard to the following matters—

(a) the period for which the permit shall be valid;

(b) the place from which the timber may or may not be taken;
(©) the quantity and class of timber which may be taken;
(d) the manner in which the timber shall be cut;

(e) the method and route by which the timber shall be removed;
(f) the stacking and disposal of timber felled but not taken;

(2) the mine or mines which may use the timber;
(h) the size and species of tree which may be felled.
51 Powers of board
(1) The Board shall have power—
(a) to suspend or cancel any permit if it appears to the Board that any of

the conditions imposed in the grant of the permit or renewal thereof are not being
observed; and

(b) to instruct any authorized officer to examine any place from which
timber is being taken under and by virtue of a permit and to report to the Board
thereon; and

() to take evidence on oath and make such other necessary investigations
as it may deem fit in assisting it to come to a decision regarding the issue, suspension,
cancellation or refusal of a permit and for that purpose the chairman shall have power
to administer oaths.
(2) Any person who, after having been duly sworn, wilfully gives false evidence
before the Board on any matter relevant to the inquiry before it, knowing such
evidence to be false or not knowing or believing it to be true, shall be guilty of an
offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level seven or to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding two years or to both such fine and such imprisonment.
[amended by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]
52 Period of validity of permits
Every permit issued by the Board shall, unless duly suspended or cancelled, remain in
force for the period stated in the permit and may be renewed from time to time by the
Board for such further periods as the Board may determine.
53 Appeals from decisions of Board
(1) Any miner who is aggrieved by the refusal of the Board to issue or renew a
permit or by the suspension or cancellation of the permit may, within thirty days of
such refusal, suspension or cancellation, appeal in writing to the President.



(2) Upon any such appeal the Minister may require the Board to furnish him with the
reasons for its action and a copy of the evidence, if any, upon which such reasons are
based.
(3) The President may, after due consideration, make such order in the matter as he
may deem fit and the Board shall comply with any such order.
PART VI
CONSERVATION OF TIMBER RESOURCES
54 Interpretation in Part VI
In this Part—
“environment committee” means an environment committee appointed for in terms of
the Rural District Councils Act [Chapter 29:13];
[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]
“sale” includes barter and exchange;
“sustained yield” means the constant or nearly constant quantity of indigenous timber
that may be cut or removed over specified periods of time from an indigenous forest
on private land, as assessed by the chief executive officer or any employee of the
Commission designated by him for this purpose, whilst ensuring the continued
existence of that forest on the private land concerned.
55 Owner or occupier of private land shall give notice of intention to dispose of
indigenous timber
(1) Any owner or occupier of private land who desires to cut or remove indigenous
timber on that land for sale or for use in the manufacture of any product or who enters
into any agreement for the cutting or removal of indigenous timber on that land shall,
not less than fourteen days before any such timber is cut or removed, give written
notice thereof in accordance with subsection (2) to the Commission which shall,
before the expiration of the said period, cause the Minister and such other persons as
the Minister may specify to be informed, in writing, of the contents of such notice.
(2) Any notice given in terms of subsection (1) shall specify—

(a) the locality of the land concerned stating, where applicable, the name
or title-deed description of the farm; and

(b) the name of the district in which the land concerned is situated;
[Amended by Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]

(©) the date on which it is intended to commence the cutting or removal of
the indigenous timber.
(3) An owner or occupier of private land who has given notice in terms of subsection
(1) shall not, more than one year after the date specified in terms of subsection (2)—

(a) cut or remove indigenous timber on that land for any of the purposes
specified in subsection (1); or
(b) permit any person with whom he has entered into an agreement

referred to in subsection (1) to cut or remove indigenous timber on that land:

unless he has given further notice in accordance with subsection (1) containing such
of the particulars specified in subsection (2) as may be appropriate in the
circumstances, and thereafter he shall give such notice annually for so long as the
cutting or removal of indigenous timber continues on that land.

(4) An owner or occupier of private land who cuts or removes or permits the cutting
or removal of indigenous timber on that land without giving the notice required by
subsection (1) or (3) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding level six or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to
both such fine and such imprisonment..

[amended by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.].

(5) In this section—



“indigenous timber” includes indigenous palms and indigenous bamboos.

56 Minister may give orders restricting cutting or removal of indigenous timber
(1) Subject to this section, where the Minister is of the opinion that the cutting or
removal of any indigenous timber for sale or for use in the manufacture of any
product is taking place on private land in such a manner or in such quantity as to be
likely to be injurious to the sustained yield of indigenous timber on that land, he may,
after consultation with the rural district council within whose area the private land is
situated by notice in the Gazette, restrict such cutting or removal on that land to such
extent as may be specified in the notice.

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]
(2) A notice made in terms of subsection (1) shall not apply to the cutting or removal
of indigenous timber—

(a) which is authorized in terms of a valid mining timber permit issued in
terms of Part IV; or
(b) where the indigenous timber is being cut and stumped in the course of

preparing land for cultivation, tree planting or improved grazing, the construction of a
fireguard, road, building or other development or the extraction of gravel, sand, stone
or other materials.

(3) The Minister shall not make a notice in terms of subsection (1) unless the
occupier or, if there is no occupier, the owner of the land concerned has been notified
of the proposal to make the notice and has been afforded a reasonable opportunity to
make representations in relation thereto.

(4) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, amend or revoke a notice made in
terms of subsection (1).

(5) The Minister shall cause a copy of any notice made in terms of subsection (1) or
(4) to be served on the occupier or, if there is no occupier, the owner of the land
concerned.

(6) Any person who fails to comply with a notice made in terms of subsection (1)
shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level twelve or to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding four years or to both such fine and such
imprisonment.

[amended by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]

57 Powers of entry and investigation of conservation committees and Natural
Resources Board

(1) Any member of an environment committee on the authority of that committee, or
any other person appointed by such committee for the purpose, may—

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]

(a) after giving reasonable notice to the occupier of private land within
the area of the rural district council concerned conservation committee or, if there is
no such occupier, to the owner thereof, enter upon such land for the purpose of
investigating and reporting on indigenous timber on that land:

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]
Provided that the provisions of this paragraph shall not authorize the
entry of any dwelling house without the consent of the occupier thereof;

(b) require the occupier of private land within the area of the rural district
concerned or, if there is no such occupier, the owner thereof, to answer any question
relating to the indigenous timber on his land:

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]

Provided that no person shall be required to answer any question put to
him in terms of this paragraph if he would be entitled to decline to answer that
question were he a witness giving evidence in a court of law.



(2) The Secretary as defined in section 2 of the Environment Management Act
[Chapter 20:26], or any other person appointed by him for the purpose, may exercise
the powers conferred by subsection (1) upon a member of an environment committee
in respect of any private land in Zimbabwe.

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]
(3) Any person who—

(a) hinders or obstructs a member of an environment committee or the
Secretary referred to in subsection (2),or any person appointed by such a committee
or that Secretary ,as the case may be, in the exercise of the powers conferred upon
him in terms of this Part; or
[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]

(b) fails to answer or gives an answer which he knows to be false or
which he does not reasonably believe to be true to any question he may be required to
answer in terms of this section;
shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level five or to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both such fine and such
imprisonment.

[amended by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]

58 Environment committee may temporarily restrict cutting or removal of
indigenous timber

(1) Subject to subsection (2), where an environmental committee is of the opinion
that on any private land within its area cutting or removal of indigenous timber for
sale, or for use in the manufacture of any product, is taking place in such manner or in
such quantity as to be likely to be injurious to the sustained yield of indigenous
timber on that land, it may serve notice in writing on the occupier or, if there is no
such occupier, the owner of the land that—

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]

(a) it proposes to recommend to the Secretary as defined in section 2 of
the Environmental Management Act [Chapter 20:26] that measures be taken in terms
of subsection (1) of section fifty-six to restrict the cutting or removal of indigenous
timber on such land;

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]

(b) it prohibits, for a period not exceeding fourteen days from the date
when the notice is served, the cutting or removal of indigenous timber on the land
concerned.

(2) A notice made in terms of subsection (1) shall not apply to the cutting or removal
of indigenous timber—

(a) which is authorized in terms of a valid mining timber permit issued in
terms of Part III; or
(b) where the indigenous timber is being cut and stumped in the course of

preparing land for cultivation, tree planting or improved grazing, the construction of a
fireguard, road, building or other development or the extraction of gravel, sand, stone
or other materials.

(3) If so directed by the Secretary referred to in paragraph (a) of subsection (1), an
environment committee shall, by notice in writing served on the occupier or, if there
is no such occupier, the owner of the land concerned, extend the period of any
prohibition on the land concerned in terms of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) for a
further period not exceeding fourteen days.

[Amended by Section 142 of Act 13 of 2002 with effect from the 17th March 2003.]
(4) Any person who cuts or removes any indigenous timber on any land in
contravention of any notice made in terms of subsection (1) or (3) shall be guilty of



an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level ten or to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding two years or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

[amended by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]

59 Minister may give orders in relation to cutting of timber

(1) If the Minister considers that the cutting, or the method of cutting, of indigenous
timber on private land will result—

(a) in damage to the locality by fire, climatic factors or soil erosion; or

(b) in interference with natural water supplies; or

() in general deterioration of the locality; or

(d) in interference with or the hindrance of the natural regeneration of
vegetation; or

(e) in a general shortage of timber in the locality;

he may give written orders to the owner or occupier of such private land or to any
person authorized by such owner or occupier to cut timber thereon to adopt such
measures as he may deem necessary to prevent the occurrence of the results
mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (e).

(2) Such orders may relate only to—

(a) the method of cutting and removal of trees on the land and the route
by which trees shall be removed;

(b) the prohibition against or restriction of cutting trees on the land;

() the afforestation or re-forestation of the land.

(3) If any person fails or neglects to carry out any order made under this section
within such reasonable time as may be fixed by the Minister, he shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding level five or to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding six months or to both such fine and such imprisonment.
[amended by Act 22 of 2001, with effect from the 10th September, 2002.]
(4) If any owner of land fails or neglects to carry out any order made under
paragraph (c) of subsection (2) within such reasonable time as the Minister may have
fixed, the Minister may carry out or complete any work which is necessary to give
effect to such order and subject to subsection (5), the amount of the cost of such work
shall be a debt due by the owner to the State and, until discharged, interest shall be
paid thereon at a rate not exceeding five dollars per centum per annum.
(5) If the owner considers that such work is not being satisfactorily carried out, he
may appeal to the Administrative Court for an order exempting him from the whole
or part of the cost of such work. Such Court shall make such order as it thinks fit,
exempting the appellant from the whole or part of the cost of such work or dismissing
the appeal.
60 Creation of charge on land for costs of works for re