
 

FIRST MEETING OF THE SIGNATORIES TO THE 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING 
CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR THE WEST AFRICAN 
POPULATIONS OF THE AFRICAN ELEPHANT (Loxodonta africana) 
Accra, Ghana, 30-31 Month 2009 

 

 

CONCLUDING STATEMENT BY SIGNATORIES 
 

1. On the instigation of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), the First Meeting of 

Signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding concerning Conservation Measures for the 

West African Populations of the African Elephant took place in the conference room of the 

Crystal Palm Hotel in Accra, Ghana on 30-31 March 2009. 

 

2. The thirteen Signatory States to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) took part in 

the meeting, namely, Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, 

Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo and the Secretariats of CMS and CITES, the 

UICN/AFESG and the IFAW. 

 

3. The meeting was chaired by the host country Ghana and had the following objectives: 

 

3.1 Provide an update on the status of the activities carried out by each Signatory 

States through national reports; and 

3.2 The introduction of agreed measures linked to the 2009-2011 Work Programme. 

 

4. Two opening addresses were given:  

 

4.1 An opening address by the Executive Secretary of CMS, who gave an account of 

the large support provided by the Range States of African Elephants that are 

signatories to the MoU. 

4.2 An opening address was provided by the representative of the Government of 

Ghana, Mr. Nana Kofi Adu-Nsiah, Executive Director of the Forestry Commission 

(Wildlife Division) of Ghana, who welcomed the delegates. 

 

5. Following those addresses he proceeded to the adoption of the agenda which had the 

following aims: 

 

5.1  Adoption of the rules of procedure; 

5.2  Election of meeting officers; 

5.3  Adoption of the agenda and the Work Programme; 

5.4  Presentation of the Secretariat’s Report; 

5.5  Presentation of national reports; 

5.6 Continuation of the implementation of the MoU and organisation of intersessional work; 
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5.7 Presentation and discussion of the terms of reference for the national contact points; 

5.8  Discussion of budgetary matters; 

5.9  Cooperation with other partners; 

5.10  Miscellaneous issues; 

5.11  Date and place of the next meeting of the Signatory States; and 

5.12  Closure of the meeting. 

 

6. Following the debates cited above, the meeting arrived at the following conclusions: 

 

6.1 An agreed 2009-2011 Work Programme centred around ten key objectives, 

namely: 

6.1.1 Information necessary for management 

6.1.2 Enhanced institutional capacity for management 

6.1.3 Reduction of the rate of loss of elephant habitat 

6.1.4 Reduction of conflict between humans and elephants 

6.1.5 Better understanding and effective control of the ivory trade 

6.1.6 Illegal killing of elephants contained 

6.1.7 Elephant conservation issues better understood at all levels 

6.1.8 Strengthening of cooperation between Range States 

6.1.9 Mobilisation of the necessary financial and human resources for the 

implementation of the Work Programme 

6.1.10 Implementation and evaluation of the Work Programme 

 

6.2 The presentation of national reports by the thirteen Signatory States was followed 

with much interest from the delegates at this meeting of the MoU; 

 

6.3 The adoption of the role assigned to the national contact points and the terms of 

reference concerning coordination; 

 

6.4 The updating of the list of trans-boundary sites where joint action is necessary in 

order to strengthen the conservation of the elephant; 

 

6.5 Support for the seeking of financial resources in order to implement the work 

programme, including projects concerning trans-boundary sites; 

 

6.6 The allocation of €30,000 from the CMS trust fund for the administrative 

management of the MoU between 2009 and 2011; 

 

6.7 The request of the Signatory States to the Executive Secretary of CMS to write to 

the countries concerned encouraging them to provide voluntary contributions for 

the MoU; and 

 

6.8 On a motion by the delegates, the Republic of Niger was appointed the host 

country for the next meeting of the Signatories scheduled for the end of 2011. 

 

 

The meeting 

Accra, 31 March 2009 

Annex: List of participants
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ANNEX / ANNEXE 
 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LISTA DE 
PARTICIPANTES 

 
Representatives of Signatory States / Représentants d'Etats Signataires 

 

BENIN/BÉNIN 
 

M. Ferdinand Claude Kidjo 

Responsable de la Cellule Technique 

Centre National de Gestion des Réserves de 

Faune (CENAGREF) 

08 BP 228, Cotonou 

Tel: (+229 21) 309071 / 309070 

Fax: (+229 21) 309072 

E-Mail: fkidjo@yahoo.fr; cenagref@yahoo.fr 

 

 

BURKINA FASO 
 

Mme. Mariame Douamba 
Inspectrice des Eaux et Forêts 

Direction de la Faune et des Chasses 

Ministère de l'Environnement et du Cadre de Vie 

B.P. 7044 

Ouagadougou 03 

Tel: (+226 50) 356923/ 50303438 

Fax: (+226 50) 358243 

E-Mail: douzoumar@yahoo.fr 

 

 

COTE D’IVOIRE 
 

M. Yao Roger Kouadio 

Chargé d'études 

Ministère de l'Environnement, des Eaux et Forêts 

20 BP 650 

Abidjan 20 

Tel: (+225) 07999059 / 20301212 

Fax: (+225) 20301213 

E-Mail: kyrosgersky@yahoo.fr 

GHANA 
 
Mr. Moses Kofi Sam 

Wildlife Officer 

Wildlife Division, Forestry Commission 

P.O. Box M 239 

Accra 

Tel: (+233) 244 860796 / (+233) 21 664654 

Fax: (+233) 21 666 476 

E-Mail: osmo288@yahoo.co.uk 

 wildlife@ncs.com.gh 

 

Prof. Alfred Oteng-Yeboah 

Chairman National Biodiversity Committee 

Wildlife Division of Forestry Commission 

P.O. Box M239 

Ministries Post Office 

Accra 

Tel.: (+233) 24 772256 

E-Mail: otengyeboah@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Mr. Nana Kofi Adu-Nsiah 

Executive Director 

Wildlife Division, Forestry Commission 

P.O. Box M 239 

Accra 

Tel: (+233) 21 401210 / 7010031 

Fax: (+233) 21 401149 

E-Mail: adunsiah@yahoo.com 

 

 

GUINEA / GUINÉE 

 

M. Oumar Rafiou Diallo 

Ministère de l’Agriculture, Elevage,  

Environnement et Eaux et Forêts 

B.P. 624, Conakry 

Tel: (+224 60) 550528 

E-mail: diallorafiou@yahoo.fr 

 

M. Aboubacar Oulare 

Directeur National 

Direction Nationale de la Diversité Biologique 

et des Aires Protégées, Ministère de 

l’Environnement et du Développement Durable 

BP 761, Conakry 

Tel: (+224) 550260 

E-mail: oulare_aboubacar@yahoo.fr 

 
 
GUINEA-BISSAU / GUINÉE-BISSAU 
 

M. Amadu Baldé 

Membre 

Direction Générale des Forêts et Faune 

BP 71, Bissau 

Tel: (+245) 660 72 92 



 

 

 

 4 

E-mail: graspguine@yahoo.fr 

 

LIBERIA / LIBÉRIA 
 
Mr. Joseph N. Toah 
Manager 

Wildlife Management Conservation 

Department of Conservation, Forestry 

Development Authority (FDA) 

P.O. Box 10-3010 

000 Monrovia 10 

Tel: (+231) 656 4070 

Mob: 321-077728557 

E-Mail: josephtoah@yahoo.com 

 
 
MALI 
 

M. Bourama Niagate 
Directeur du Parc National et Réserve de 

Biosphère de la Boucle du Baoulé 

Ministère de l’Environnement et de 

l’Assainissement (Direction Nationale de la 

Conservation de la Nature) 

B.P. 275, Bamako 

Tel.: (+223 20) 222498/ (+223 76) 461498 

Fax: (+223 20) 233696 

E-Mail: niagate@yahoo.fr 

 

 

NIGER 
 

M. Mamoudou Salifou 

Chef de la Division  développement des 

Ressources Fauniques et Apicoles 

Direction de la Faune, Pêche et Pisciculture 

Ministère de l’Environnement et de la Lutte 

Contre la Désertification 

BP 721 

Niamey 

Tel: (+227) 96 149072 

E-Mail: faiza032006@yahoo.fr 

 

 

NIGERIA / NIGÉRIA 
 
Mr. John Hyelakuma Mshelbwala 

Assistant Director, Wildlife Management 

Federal Ministry of Environment 

Federal Department of Forestry,  

Plot 393/394, Augustus Aikhomu Way 

Utako District, PMB 468, Garki 

Abuja 

Tel.: (+234) (0) 8033287039 

E-Mail: johnmshelbwala2@yahoo.com 

SENEGAL / SÉNÉGAL 
 
M. Gueye Mallé 

Conservateur Adjoint du Parc National du 
Niokolo Koba 

Direction des Parcs Nationaux du Sénégal 

Parc National du NiokoloKoba 

BP 5135 

Dakar-Fann 

Tel: (+221) 77 5682526 / 33 9811097 

Fax: (+221) 33 8322311 / 33 8591626 

 

 

SIERRA LEONE 
 

Mr. Kalie I. Bangoura 

Senior Game Superintendant 

Wildlife Conservation Branch, Forestry 

Division, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Food Security 

Ground Floor, Youyi Building 

Freetown 

Tel: (+232) 26 680362 

E-Mail: kibangura785@yahoo.com 

 

 

TOGO 
 
M. Okoumassou Kotchikpa 

Chef Division Inventaire Aménagement et 

Protection Faunique 

Direction de la Faune et de la Chasse 

(Ministère de l’Environnement et des 

Ressources Forestières) 

B.P. 355, Lomé  

Tel: (+228) 2214029 / (+228) 9125405 

Fax: (+228) 2214029 

E-Mail: okoumdfc@yahoo.fr 

okoumdfc@hotmail.com 
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Organisations 
 
 
CITES-MIKE 
 
Mr. Tom De Meulenaer 

Coordinator 

Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants 

(MIKE), CITES Secretariat 

c/o UNEP/DELC/CITES-MIKE 

P.O. Box 30552 (official mail) P.O. Box 47074 

(private mail) 

00100 Nairobi 

KENYA 

Tel.: + 254 20 762 5175  

Fax: + 254 20 762 3859/4816 

Email: Tom.De-Meulenaer@unep.org 

 

 

IFAW 
 

Dr. Eve Abe 

Campaign Officer 

International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 

Boulevard Charlemagne 1 (Bte 72)  

B-1041 Bruxelles 

Belgium 

Tel: (+32) 02 2309717 

Fax: (+32) 02 2310402 

E-Mail: eabe@ifaw.org 

 

 

IUCN/SSC 
 
Ms. Diane Skinner 

Programme Officer 

IUCN/SSC African Elephant Specialist Group 

P.O. BOX 68200-00200 

Nairobi 

Kenya 

Tel: (+254) 20 89060512 

Fax: (+254) 20 715500516 

E-Mail: diane.skinner@iucn.org 

 

Mr. Massalatchi Sani 
Sub/regional Support Officer 

CITES-MIKE West Africa 

c/o IUCN PACO 

01 B.P. 1618 Ouagadougou 01 

BURKINA FASO 

Tel. Mobile (+226) 76600612 

Tel. Of. (+226) 50331619 

Fax (+226) 50331621 

Email: massalatchisani@citesmike.org 
 

Mme. Céline Sissler-Bienvenu 

Campaigner 

International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 

4, rue Edouard Mignot 

51100 Reims 

France 

Tel.: (+ 33) (0)3 26 480548 

Fax: (+ 33) (0)3 26 481435 

E-mail: csissler@ifaw.org 
 

M. Lamine Sebogo 
Chargé de Programme 

UICN/CSE/Groupe de Spécialistes 

de l'Eléphant d'Afrique 

01 B.P. 1618 Ouagadougou 01 

Tel: (226) 503 31357 

Fax: (+226 50) 30 75 61  

Email: lamine.sebogo@iucn.org  
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Secretariat / Secrétariat 
 
 

Mr. Robert Hepworth 
Executive Secretary 

Tel: (+49 228) 8152410 

Fax: (+49 228) 8152449 

E-mail: rhepworth@cms.int 

 

Mme. Véronique Herrenschmidt 
Tel.: (+49 228) 8152422 

Fax: (+49 228) 8152449 

E-mail: vherrenschmid@cms.int 

 

Mr. James Bullock 
Tel.: (+49 228) 815-2459 

Fax: (+49 228) 815-2449 

E-mail: James.Bullock@cms.int 
 

UNEP/CMS Secretariat 
United Nations Campus 

Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10 

53113 Bonn 

Germany 

Tel: (+49 228) 8152401 

Fax: (+49 228) 8152449 

E-mail: secretariat@cms.int 

 


