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Vultures in Oman
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* Four species
* Egyptian vulture (resident and visitors from farther north, EN)
* Lappet faced vulture (resident, EN)
e Eurasian griffon (occasional winter visitor, LC)
* Cinereous vulture (occasional winter visitor, NT)

 Oman is a stronghold* for Egyptian vulture and Lappet faced
vulture
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Status - Egyptian vulture
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* Seemingly “healthy” resident population of unknown size. Apparently more
than published estimates. Population trend unknown.

e 12 pairs on Masirah (Griffiths & Rogers 1975, Rogers 1988). 65-80 pairs on the island,
260 - 386 individuals (Angelov et al. 2013)

* 100 pairs nationwide (Jennings 2010).

* Reproductive rates largely unknown, except single year on Masirah (Angelov
et al. 2013).

. Iﬁaitc)i between October and March (n=25), possibly at other times. Mostly January and
ebruary.

* 0.46 fledglings/occupied territory, 0.82 fledglings/breeding pair, and 1.13
fledglings/successful pair. Juveniles seen during summer in northern Oman.

e Large wintering population... thousands

e Poor public image



Status - Lappet-faced vulture
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* Unknown population size.
* Probably declining (moderate?).
* Perhaps 6-10 nest sites recorded, some produced chicks recently.

e Records of 30+ birds in north central Oman in winter, also 30+ birds
near Salalah.

* Perhaps some new data from survey on Golden Eagles.
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Oman as a vulture stronghold*
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* A relative “stronghold” for breeding Egyptian and Lappet-faced
vultures.

* Relatively safe wintering area for northern Egyptian vultures and
other migratory scavenging birds, most of which are also of
conservation concern.

 Safe dwelling area for sub-adult migratory Egyptian vulture.




Threats to vultures in Oman

Electrocutions
Accidental poisonings
Low-level persecution

*changing waste management
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Research in Oman
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Angeloy, I., Yotsova, T., Sarrouf, M. & McGrady, M. J. 2013. Large increase of the Egyptian Vulture Neophron

percnopterus population on Masirah Island, Oman. Sandgrouse 33: 140-152.

Al Fazari, W. A. & McGrady, M.J. 2016. Counts of Egyptian Vultures Neophron percnopterus and other avian

scavengers at Muscat’s municipal landfill, Oman, November 2013—-March 2015. Sandgrouse 38: 99-105.

Al Bulushi, A., Al Harthi, S., Al Farsi, G., Al Araimi, J., Al Humaidi, J. 2013. Apparent increases in Egyptian vulture

populations in the Sultanate of Oman. Phoenix.
ESO supported counts at rubbish dumps in northern Oman.

Tracking of scavenging birds via satellite. http://egyptianvultureoman.blogspot.co.at/



Angelov et al. (2013

ESO gets grant to research
vultures on Masirah Island

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT — The Environment
Society of Oman was recently
awarded the Hima Fund to
conduct a research project on
the Egyptian vulture in Oman.

Hima Fund is a regional
fund, established to provide
grants to conserve Important
Bird Areas (IBAs) in the Mid-
dle East. Hima is a traditional
system of land designation and
customary practice and aims
for the protection of land, and
the sustainable use of natural
resources by the local com-
munities.

Masirah Island has been
designated an IBA in 2001 and
is home to numerous bird spe-
cies, both resident and migra-
tory. The island is an important
site for wintering and migrat-
ing waterbirds in the Middle
East

The Egyptian Vulture or
Neophronpercnopterus, is be-
lieved to be an abundant pas
sage migrant and winter visitor
to Oman and the Island, and a
resident over the summer sea-
son.

It is listed as an endangered
species on the [UCN Red List
(International Union for the
Conservation of Nature) and
is a priority for conservation
work

Despite its delicate status,
no studies have ever been

conducted on that species in
Oman.

For that purpose, the En-
vironment Society of Oman
(ESO) teamed up with experts
from the Bulgarian Society for
the Protection of Birds (BSPB)
to survey the Egyptian vulture
population on Masirah Island.

The survey will identify the
number of vultures and breed-
ing pairs, count the number of
nests and estimate the incuba-
tion success in each nest. Sur-
veys will also be conducted
around the dumpsites of Mus-
cat which represents a main
feeding area for the bird.

Besides the scientific aspect
of the project, a questionnaire
will also be conducted with lo-
cal communities to identify the
main threats facing the bird,
typically being electrocution,
intoxication and hunting.

Through this project, car-
ried for a period of 11 months,
the society will seek to under-
stand the status of the existing
Egyptian vultures population
in Oman to support any con-
servation action.

Few challenges are ex-
pected to be faced throughout
the project as ‘the bird is not
very popular on the Island of
Masirah as its local name, Al
Rakhma, is often used as an
offense among the local popu-
lation’ says project manager
Maia Sarrouf.




Angelov et al. (2013

Egyptian vultures
thrive on Masirah

Island: Study

' Staff Reporter
OMAN TRIBUNE

MUSCAT  Preliminary
findings from a study con-
ducted by the Environment
Society of Oman (ESO)
about the Egyptian vulture
population in Oman show
that the endangered species
is flourishing on Masirah
Island. The first-of-its-kind
study programme in
Oman, which started in
February, includes three
field surveys to gather pre-
viously unavailable infor-
mation on the population of
the Egyptian vulture.

The preliminary results,
taken from the first two
field surveys in February
and May in Masirah, show
the species is flourishing on
the island. A total of 52
occupied breeding territo-
ries - or nests - were found,
most of theme north of the
island on high cliffs within
a 10km range of the munic-
ipal dump, a preferred
habitat for the scavenger
species. The study recorded
39 pairs with measured
breeding success, raising
expectations for the island
colony.

“The initial results show
there is hope for the endan-
gered species in the habitat
provided for them on
Masirah,” Maia Sarrouf,
project manager, ESO, said.
“The third stage of the
study in October will exam-
ine their populationin more
detail. We are expanding
field studies to around 10
dump sites around Muscat.
This is an encouraging
beginning, but there is
work to be done. The next
stages will suggest conser-
vation measures and ways
to raise local knowledge
and awareness on the bird.”

Bulgarian ornithologist
Ivaylo Angelov, a consult-
ant for ESO on the study,
said, “Just 20,000-30,000
Egyptian vultures are leftin
the world today, and the
species has seen significant
decline in Europe, West
Africa and India. As scav-
engers, vultures prey on
dead animals which can
make them susceptible to
poisoning, although shoot-
ing and electrocution are
also causes for its decline.
The study gives a great start
to a wider programme of
work to record this Omani
population.”

© 2012 Cnes/Spot Image

20°25'50.60" N 58°51'39.73" E elev

Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO

-im

Google earth

Eye alt

78.73 km




©
—
o
=
>~
O
(©
-
)
O
>
%
-
(©
N
©
L
<




X Bé‘hjféin :
>

@atar Doha

c‘ e L Abu Dhahl

Al Bﬁl’!i =

UEW&T!’@I!@@ %

g / AlAmerat
3 e
Ad) Diveliireih 2z AaMuc

Ad ak<h|I|ya N Tanwa,@
Ash Shereiyeiilemiy

\dramauit N o
Thumrait g : 2
: By -y © 2016 Google

B — Image Landsat / Copernicus

373 km Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO Google Earth

[ o I \\u US Dept of State Geographer
\’\'\ Imagery Date: 12/14/2015 lat 21.353676° lon 56.979175° elev 141 m eye alt 1513.52 km O

|

|74
3
[



Al Fazari & McGrady (2016)

.

Maximum of 458 Egyptian VuItL\r;lsllture
>00 * Onaverage 216 in winter and 72 during
450 summer
400
- e Adults were most common age class,
200 comprising on average 67% of all

5 S vultures.
S >4 year
200 2-4year » Upgrades in waste disposal in Oman
150 <1year need not have a negative impact on
100 scavenging birds.
50
o e Government and waste management
%Qc) %Q\?a%Q&%\,%Qe@&%@y%Q&%Q\v @@qg %Q&%Q@%Q@%@ companies can play a significant role in
WAV YO G AT ST TSR Y v Y conserving scavenging birds while
month realizing human health benefits of

improved waste disposal.



Satellite radio tracking (2015-

~—
Vulture




143581

10 Jan -4 Feb 2015




143580

13 Dec

10 Jan —
2015

i
8
!

w




—
Vulture







93

19 Jan —5 Feb 2016

T
*.:
|

Imagery T4

T






30

11 Jan — 31 Dec
2016




V)
Q
-
-
=
-
>
<

2-2015
2-2016




(= & “
Q25720115 0 A4 077 o S e

;141187204115 2020323
0,1/411872041!53.02:05:05
01//2472.0,1[SMO)E47£00
0311724720155 1194 55118

7

ﬁf’,‘ ,@ﬁ Eoeg;eﬂ‘ar-




0972:3120,11581'0:3 504,

’

09/22/20158110-38 589/22/205M04:39:52
09/24120//5/04°32:04

09/241201/5804:23:04

Google earth Google Eafith

t 1:49/km




What next?

* Tracking of more scavenging birds

* Analyses of the data from tracked birds
* Rubbish dumps
* Electricity infrastructure

* Data from electricity companies on incidents

* Possible outcomes
 Sensitivity map for vultures as a tool for conservati

e Advice to electricity companies
* Prioritize high risk areas for remedial action
» Cost-effective solutions for existing and new power lines

* Understanding effects of improving waste management R ..

 Develop vulture restaurants
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