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Vultures	in	Oman

• Four	species
• Egyptian	vulture	(resident	and	visitors	from	farther	north,	EN)
• Lappet	faced	vulture	(resident,	EN)
• Eurasian	griffon	(occasional	winter	visitor,	LC)
• Cinereous	vulture	(occasional	winter	visitor,	NT)	

• Oman	is	a	stronghold*	for	Egyptian	vulture	and	Lappet	faced	
vulture







Status	- Egyptian	vulture

• Seemingly	“healthy”	resident	population	of	unknown	size.		Apparently	more	
than	published	estimates.	Population	trend	unknown.
• 12	pairs	on	Masirah (Griffiths	&	Rogers	1975,	Rogers	1988).	65-80	pairs	on	the	island,	
260	- 386	individuals	(Angelov et	al.	2013)

• 100	pairs	nationwide	(Jennings	2010).

• Reproductive	rates	largely	unknown,	except	single	year	on	Masirah (Angelov
et	al.	2013).	
• Laid	between	October	and	March	(n=25),	possibly	at	other	times.	Mostly	January	and	
February.	

• 0.46	fledglings/occupied	territory,	0.82	fledglings/breeding	pair,	and	1.13	
fledglings/successful	pair.	Juveniles	seen	during	summer	in	northern	Oman.

• Large	wintering	population…	thousands

• Poor	public	image



Status	- Lappet-faced	vulture

• Unknown	population	size.
• Probably	declining	(moderate?).
• Perhaps	6-10	nest	sites	recorded,	some	produced	chicks	recently.
• Records	of	30+	birds	in	north	central	Oman	in	winter,	also	30+	birds	
near	Salalah.
• Perhaps	some	new	data	from	survey	on	Golden	Eagles.
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Oman	as	a	vulture	stronghold*

• A	relative “stronghold”	for	breeding	Egyptian	and	Lappet-faced	
vultures.
• Relatively safe	wintering	area	for	northern	Egyptian	vultures	and	
other	migratory	scavenging	birds,	most	of	which	are	also	of	
conservation	concern.
• Safe	dwelling	area	for	sub-adult	migratory	Egyptian	vulture.



Threats	to	vultures	in	Oman
• Electrocutions
• Accidental	poisonings
• Low-level	persecution
• *changing	waste	management





Research	in	Oman

• Angelov,	I.,	Yotsova,	T.,	Sarrouf,	M.	&	McGrady,	M.	J.	2013.	Large	increase	of	the	Egyptian	Vulture	Neophron	

percnopterus population	on	Masirah	Island,	Oman. Sandgrouse 33:	140-152.

• Al	Fazari,	W.	A.	&	McGrady,	M.J.		2016.	Counts	of	Egyptian	Vultures	Neophron	percnopterus	and	other	avian	

scavengers	at	Muscat’s	municipal	landfill,	Oman,	November	2013–March	2015.		Sandgrouse	38:	99-105.

• Al	Bulushi,	A.,	Al	Harthi,	S.,	Al	Farsi,	G.,	Al	Araimi,	J.,	Al	Humaidi,	J.	2013.	Apparent	increases	in	Egyptian	vulture	

populations	in	the	Sultanate	of	Oman.		Phoenix.

• ESO	supported	counts	at	rubbish	dumps	in	northern	Oman.

• Tracking	of	scavenging	birds	via	satellite.	http://egyptianvultureoman.blogspot.co.at/



Angelov	et	al.	(2013)



Angelov	et	al.	(2013)

• 65-80	Egyptian	vulture	pairs	on	the	island	(>	4x	previous	estimate)

• 260 - 386 individuals

• Distributed	across	the	island,	but	mostly	in	the	north.

• Second	most	densly populated	area	in	the	world!



Al	Fazari	&	McGrady	(2016)





Al	Fazari	&	McGrady	(2016)
• Maximum	of	458	Egyptian	Vultures	

• On	average	216	in	winter	and	72	during	
summer

• Adults	were	most	common	age	class,	
comprising	on	average	67%	of	all	
vultures.	

• Upgrades	in	waste	disposal	in	Oman	
need	not	have	a	negative	impact	on	
scavenging	birds.

• Government	and	waste	management	
companies	can	play	a	significant	role	in	
conserving	scavenging	birds	while	
realizing	human	health	benefits	of	
improved	waste	disposal.



Satellite	radio	tracking	(2015-
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What	next?

• Tracking	of	more	scavenging	birds
• Analyses	of	the	data	from	tracked	birds

• Rubbish	dumps
• Electricity	infrastructure

• Data	from	electricity	companies	on	incidents
• Possible	outcomes

• Sensitivity	map	for	vultures	as	a	tool	for	conservation	
• Advice	to	electricity	companies	

• Prioritize	high	risk	areas	for	remedial	action
• Cost-effective	solutions	for	existing	and	new	power	lines

• Understanding	effects	of	improving	waste	management
• Develop	vulture	restaurants



Thank	you

Thank	you Where’s		
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