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Justification for the Regional Conservation Strategy

Major range contractions within Southern Africa 

22.6% (cheetah) and 17% (wild dogs) of their historical range 

The species experience similar threats which include 

habitat loss and fragmentation,

conflict with livestock and game farmers, loss of prey populations, 

unintentional snaring, 

road kills, small population sizes,  

infectious diseases (mainly wild dogs) and hunting for live trade and skins 

(mainly cheetah).

Therefore, the Regional Conservation Strategy was developed in 2007, revised 

and updated in 2105 in order to provide a framework to alleviate the threats the 

species face thereby ensure their survival within the region 

Given wild dogs’ and cheetah’s similar ecological needs, it makes sense to plan 

their conservation together



Planning Process for the Regional Conservation Strategy

1 Relevant stakeholders were engaged to review the existing threats and 

population trends for the cheetah and wild dog in the region

2 National wildlife authorities in each member sate of the region highly engaged 

Expert groups were also engaged like the IUCN/SSC, Cats and Canid specialist 

Group, and the Range Wide Conservation Program for the Cheetah and Wild Dog 

3 The 2007 plan was developed after a consultative workshop, 

Botswana with 38 participants, including the eight Range States 

of the two species within Southern Africa 

4 At a meeting in South Africa in August 2015, the Regional Conservation 

Strategy for Southern Africa was revised and updated

Highly consultative



Key components of Process of the Regional Conservation Strategy



The planning process followed key stages as listed blow:



Theme and objectives of the Regional Conservation Strategy



Next steps

1

2

3

The Regional conservation strategy was designed to 

foster the development of National Action Plans in 

each range state.

Each Range State initiated the development of its 

National Plans for cheetah and wild dog without 

deviating from the processes followed during the 

development of the regional strategy

Now, we shall listen to each Range State’s update 

towards this shared objective in Southern Africa 

beginning with Angola…….
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