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Thisdraft MoU is not an agreed endorsement by the First Meeting on Dugong

Consarvation in the Indian Ocean and South-east Asa. It presents a starting point for
discusson a the second meeting.

Regional Dugong Conservation MoU



Example text for the background

Background
The Paties to this Memorandum of Undergtanding (MoU), in light of the following:

Theinternationd responghilities to consarve, protect and manage dugong populations,
across their range, pursuant to the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animds
(CMS);

Coadtd dates, pursuant to the 1982 United Nationa Convention on the Law of the Seg,
have a sovereign right to explore and exploit, consarve and manage the natural resources
within their Exdusive Economic Zones,

The Convention on Migratory Species 7" Conference of the Parties' recommendation
that Sates in the range of dugongs cooperate among themsdves, as approprl ate, and

Knowledge of the biology, ecolo
information on thar cultur
cooperation will facili
implement rlevant |

Some populations of

human activities sug fadetigrrand destruction, fishing pressure,
unsustaineble levels oaching in some aress, vesd drikes, ecotouriam,
pollution, and diseed

Many maritime activifiesin the dugongs range, such asfishing and tourism, are socialy
and economically important and should be conducted in an ecologicdly sugtainable and
responsible manner;

In some states of the dugong’s range, the subsistence harvest of dugongs is an important
economic, Spiritud, socid and culturd activity;

The dugongs range covers avast area, which crossesterritoria borders and encroaches
on Exdusve Economic Zones,

Their desire to establish through this MoU co-operative measures for the protection and
management of dugongs and their hebitats throughout the region, induding involving dl
the gatesin the region, aswell as relevant inter-governmenta, non-governmenta and
private sector organisations, in co-operaive consarvation and management of dugongs
and their habitat;



The desirability of involving other states whose nationds or vessals conduct activities
that may affect dugongs of the region, as well as Sates that may bein apogtion to
contribute resources or expertise that may promote the implementation of this MoU;

Concerted and coordinated action must be taken immediatdly in order to mest the thrests
posad to dugong populations and their habitats;

Have reached the following understandings to pursue the actions st forth in thisMoU,
individudly and collectively, to improve the conservation status of dugongs and their
habitats.

Example text for Definitions and Interpretation

1. Definitionsand I nter pretation

a) “Dugongs’ meansthe species Dugong dugon. 4
b) “Habitat” meansdl those aquetic environmentsW 0Ngs Uge at any stage

of their life cydles. L]

C) so{;mdiaan Ocean, East Asa
the dugong.

d) gong inhabitg staysin
cyde.

€) rTof the influences acting on the

term digribution and abundance [Article
f) ' ill*e taken as favorable when:

i) popuaion dynamics indicate thet the speciesis maintaining itsdf ona
long-term basis as a viable component of its ecosystems,

i) the range of the speciesis neither currently being reduced, nor islikely to
be reduced, on alongterm bas's;

iii) there is, and will be in the foreseegble future, sufficient habitat to
maintain the population of the gpecies on along-term basis;

iv) the distribution and abundance of the species gpproach higtoric coverage
and leves to the extent that potentialy suitable ecosystems exist and to the
extent congstent with wise wildlife management; and

V) levels of direct and indirect anthropogenic mortality on the species, from
al causes, arelow enough to alow dugong populations to recover.

g "Convention" means the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (Bonn, 23 June 1979);



h)

)

K)

“Secretariat” means, unless the context otherwise indicates, the Secretariat to this
MoU;

"Sgnatory State' means a state which has sgned this MoU;

ThisMoU will be conddered as an agreement within the meaning of Artice 1V,
paragraph 4, of the Convention.

The annexesto thisMoU are an integrd part of it. Any reference to the MoU
includes a reference to its annexes.

Example text for Objective

2. Objective

The objective of thisMoU is, based on the best available scientific evidence, to conserve,
protect and manage, dugongs and their habitat, in order to regenerate d lations
in the region, while taking into account the environmentd, socio- ic and cultura

characterigtics of the Signatory States.

Example text for Actions

3. Desired Actions

To achieve the obj
co-operation the Sig

a)

b)

Co-operate ¢l
consarvaion & § angd
where apprapri into account subsistence harvest of dugongsin those
Saeswhergit isal ed/

Implement, "0bject to avallability of necessary resources, the provisons of the
Conservation and Management Plan, which are annexed to this MoU. The
Consarvation and Management Plan addresses such things as: species
consarvation and protection, habitat protection and management, management of
subsistence harvesting (in those States where it occurs), reduction of thrests,
research and education, information exchange and capacity building;

As necessary, review, formulate, revise and harmonise nationd legidation
relevant to the consarvation of dugongs and their habitats, and make every effort
to implement such legidation effectively;

Congder ratifying or acceding to those internationd instruments most relevant to
the consarvation of dugongs and their habitat, in order to enhance the legd

protection of the speciesin the region;



e) Egablish and fund a secretariat, which will assst communication, encourage
reporting and facilitete activities between and among Signatory States, sub-
regiond inditutions crested pursuant to sub-paragraphs (e) and (f) of the Basic
Principles (Title 4), and other interested states and organisations. The Secretariat
will trangmit to dl of the Signatory States and to each of the sub-regiond
inditutions, al of the nationd reportsit receives, prepare aperiodic review of
progress in implementation of the Conservation and Management Plan annexed to
this MoU, and perform such other functions as may be assgned by the Signatory
States. The Secretariat will be based in the office of an appropriate nationd,
regiond or internationd organization, as decided by the consensus of the
Sgnatory States a their first meeting, after consideration of dl offers received;

f) Edablish an Advisory Committee to provide scientific, technicd and legd advice
to the Signatory States, individudly and collectively, on the conservation,
protection and management of dugongs and their habitats in the region. The
Sgnatory States may nominete individuas for membership on the Committee
who have expatise in the fidds of dugong biology, dugong management, coastal
deve opment, socio-economics, law, fisheries technology, indigenous rights and

g) Designate acompetent National Autho ity t0 serye

communicate the compl
thereto) to the

h) Providetot 511 imyplementation of this MoU,
the periodici irst meeting of the Sgnetory
Sates,

i) Asessathg extent of the need for and possbilities of
obtaining firy including the establishment of a specid fund for
PUrpOSeS U

1) meeting the expenses required for the operation of the Secretaridt, [the
Advisory Committeg] and activities carried out under this MoU; and
i) assding the Sgnatory States to carry out their respongibilities under this MoU.

Example text for Basic Principles
4. Basic Principles

a) Each Sgnatory State will am to implement, within the limits of itsjurisdiction,
the MoU with respect to:
)] itsland territory adjacent to the range;
i) marine aress in the region under its nationd jurisdiction; and
iii) vessd's operdting in the region under itsflag.
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b) Implementation of thisMoU, induding the Consarvation and Management Plan,
should be assessed at regular meetings of the Signatory States to be attended by
representatives of each of the Signatory States and persons or organisations
technicdly qudified in, or rlevant to, the conservation of dugongs and their
hebitat. Such meetings will be convened by the Secretariat and hosted by, and
organized in collaboration with, one of the Signatory States. Such mestings
should be hdd annudly, a leest initidly. The periodicity of these meetings may
be reviewed and revised by consensus of the Signatory States at any of their
regular mestings.

c) ThisMoU, including the Conservation and Management Plan, may be amended
by a consensus resolution Sgned on behdf of dl the Sgnatory States.

d) The Sgnatory States acknowledge that this MoU is not legdly binding.

€) Sgnaory States may establish, by mutud arrangement, bilaterd, sub-regiond or
regiond management plans that are conggent with thisMoU.

f) Actions_ undgr this MoU will bec_oordinated with S well aswith

g Theorigind text of thisMoU, in the Engli . mtedwiththe
UNEP Convention Secretarigtwhich is ' ention (‘the
Depostary’). Thetext e cong dered

definitive.

h) Nothlnglnt isMoU

5. Resolution of disputes

Disputes ariging about the terms of this MoU will not be referred to internationd
arbitration or adjudication. Without limiting the generdity of the foregoing, none of the
Sgnaory Stateswill invoke Artidle X111 of the Convention to settle any dispute
concerning the terms of thisMoU. Ingtead, the Sgnatory States will endeavour to solve
such digputesby amicable consultations and negatiation.

6. Open for Signature, Commencement and Ter mination

a) ThisMoU isopen for Sgnature by dl Satesthat exercise jurisdiction over any
part of the dugong’ srange, or a state whose flag vessdls, outsde nationd
jurisdictiond limits but within the area of the MoU, are engaged in operations
affecting dugongs.

b) ThisMoU takes effect on the first day of the third month following the month in
which it issSgned by the Xth Sgnatory State. It remains open for Sgnature



indefinitely for subsequent states, and will come into effect for those Sates on the
firg day of the third month after the month in which they sign this MoU.

c) Any paty may withdraw from thisMoU by giving one year’ s notice of its
intention to withdraw to the Depositary and that withdrawa will take effect on the
anniversary of the date that the Depositary receives that notice.

[SGNATURE BLOCK]
Sgned in X copiesin the English languege.
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