Conservation Measure 14/09:
Operations.

To Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in SEAFO Fishing

Preamble:
Recognizing the cultural and ecological significance of sea turtles in the Southeast Atlantic Ocean;
Recognizing that the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) endorsement “Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle
Mortality in Fishing Operations” at its Twenty-sixth Session, held in March 2005, and that these guidelines
are directed towards members and non-members of FAO, fishing entities, subregional, regional and
global organizations, whether governmental or non-governmental concerned with fisheries management
and sustainable use of aquatic ecosystems;
Further recognizing that implementation of these guidelines should be consistent with the Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries as well as with the Reykjavik Declaration on Responsible Fisheries in
the Marine Ecosystem with regard to ecosystem considerations and based on the use of the best
available science;
Taking into account the importance placed by the guidelines on research, monitoring, the sharing of
information, and public education on sea turtle;
The Contracting Parties of SEAFO resolve as follows:
1. Contracting Parties should, as appropriate, individually and collectively implement the FAO “Guidelines
to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in Fishing Operations” to reduce the incidental catch of sea turtles and
ensure the safe handling of all turtles that are captured.
2. Contracting Parties should continue to enhance the implementation of their existing turtle mitigation
measures using best available scientific information on mitigation techniques.
3. Contracting Parties should collect and provide to the Secretariat, all available information on
interactions with and by-catch of sea turtles in fisheries managed by SEAFO in the Convention area
and foster collaboration with other Contracting Parties in the exchange of information in this area. The
new SEAFO catch forms have provision for recording detailed by-catch data on a set-by-set basis, and
these should be used at all times
4. SEAFO should cooperate with other regional, sub-regional and global organizations to share data on
sea turtle by-catch and to develop and apply compatible by-catch reduction measures as appropriate.
5. Contracting Parties should continue to provide to the Secretariat a detailing of sea turtle fishery
interaction/by-catch data (e.g. species identification, fate and condition at release, relevant biological
information and gear configuration) collected by observers, in fisheries managed by SEAFO in the
Convention Area. Observers should use the pictorial key in Appendix A (derived from the FAO field
guide applying to fisheries in Namibian waters). This information shall be compiled by the Secretariat
and reported to the Scientific Committee and to the Commission.
6. All information on sea turtles available to the SEAFO Secretariat will be forwarded to the FAO.
Status of Conservation Measure 14/09
Resolution 01/06 is herewith repealed.
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