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UNEP/ScC-SC5/Doc.3/Annex/Part C

During the discussion of document UNEP/CMS/ScC-SC5/Doc.3/Annex/Part C Annex Programme of Work for the ScC-SC: Terrestrial Species Conservation Issues, item Res.11.24 (Rev.COP13) Central Asian Mammals Initiative, Activity 8.1, the Terrestrial Working Group concluded that an intersessional Working Group be established. 

This intersessional Working Group shall have the mandate to consider options for the recovery of the Asiatic and North-East African Cheetah as set out in the Terms of Reference below, and to report to the Sessional Committee at its 6th meeting on its findings and to inform a decision at COP14. 

The Working Group should consist of the Range States concerned, as well as African regional representatives of the Sessional Committee, experts from the IUCN, other interested members, and other experts as appropriate.


Terms of Reference for the intersessional Working Group on the Asiatic Cheetah

The intersessional Working Group should
 
a. consider assessments of the genetic status of the Asiatic Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus venaticus, to assess the current population status, and determine whether supplementation from other Cheetah populations is needed to secure its genetic viability;
 
b. work in close collaboration with concerned Range States and the CITES Secretariat to explore opportunities to use available Cheetahs of acceptable subspecies, to establish and maintain a well-managed population for eventual reintroduction/reinforcement into North-Eastern Africa, once their protection can be secured, and options to provide support to the recovery of the Cheetah in Western and South-Western Asia;
 
c. [bookmark: _Hlk76375860]work in close collaboration with concerned current, historical and potential Range States, the CITES Secretariat, and other experts as needed, to explore the best genetic, phenotypic, demographic and ecological options and the practical availability of Cheetahs, taking into account various factors including social structures, veterinary health, infectious diseases of the Cheetahs, and the science-policy interface, to establish a managed metapopulation for eventual reintroduction/reinforcement into concerned current, historical and potential Range States, once their protection can be secured and to provide support to the recovery of Cheetah in Western and South-Western Asia;
 
d. in collaboration with relevant expert institutions, support the collation of a catalogue of likely candidates that could be available for a Cheetah recovery programme for North-Eastern Africa and Western and South-Western Asia and identify potential release sites that are sufficiently secure to support population recovery; 
 
e. offer support to current, historical and potential Range States in developing a new strategy for the conservation of the Asiatic Cheetah; and
 
f. report on its findings to the 6th meeting of the Sessional Committee of the Scientific Council.
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