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European hotspots for the illegal killing of birds



From dismantling..... 



.....to scouting and reporting 



CASE STUDY 1 - ITALY











Bow traps collected per day during the camp
1985 - 2009
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YEAR BOWTRAPS NETS SNAPTRAPS

POACHERS 

REPORTED TO

NOA

POACHERS

PROSECUTED 

BY NOA

NGO's 

CONTRIBUTION 

IN PERCENTAGE

2001 12.104 76 76 12 131 9%

2002 9.587 57 107 23 84 27%

2003 7.378 83 245 18 87 21%

2004 4.418 78 296 25 108 23%

2005 3.753 174 258 18 92 20%

2006 1.436 156 284 17 76 22%

2007 1.231 133 338 36 99 36%

2008 1.908 106 949 57 137 42%

2009 2.159 167 340 42 94 45%

2010 1.228 115 802 53 92 58%

2011 1.056 94 588 37 90 41%

2012 963 85 690 43 112 38%

2013 1.161 108 568 38 92 41%

2014 735 59 398 40 72 56%

BRESCIA: COOPERATION WITH NOA OF THE CFS (FOREST POLICE)



PARANYS

CASE STUDY 2 - SPAIN









YEAR

PARANYS

REPORTED

TO SEPRONA

PARANYS 

PROSECUTED 

BY SEPRONA

NUMBER OF 

PARANYERS 

PROSECUTED 

BY SEPRONA

NGO's 

CONTRIBUTION 

IN PERCENTAGE

2012 4 0 0 ---

2013 7 23 n.a. 30%

2014 23 35 43 66%

VALENCIA: COOPERATION WITH SEPRONA (Servicio Protecciòn Naturaleza) 
of the GUARDIA CIVIL



PRESENCE OF TAPE LURES IMITATING SONG THRUSH



CASE STUDY 3 - MALTA





The key concept: the Bird Protection Camp 

1. Be on the ground with volunteers during the peak 

poaching season disrupting/disturbing poaching 

activity

2. Achieve a perfect knowledge of the territory

3. Achieve knowledge of poaching methods, poaching 

patterns, poaching areas (database, systematization 

of information, reports)

4. Seek and provide cooperation with/to law 

enforcement agencies



A simple tool: google earth database



Bird 
Protection 

Camp

Moral:
- “We care”
- Gives example
- Builds solidarities
- Entitled to speak

Stimulus for 
police units (or 
pretext in 
difficult political 
contexts)

Deterrence: being on
the ground 

Communicational:
- Report an action (actor 
not witness)
- Collection of photo and 
video material

Close-up monitor of 
law enforcement 
work:
- use of time
- methodology
- problems

Direct detailed 
knowledge.
Recommendations to
- police units
- politics
- international 
organisms




