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Introduction
1. The 24 Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Conventin the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals was held at the Internaiid@ongress Centre, Bonn, Germany, on 17 September
2002. The meeting was opened at 3 pm by the CRhiligpines, representing Oceania), who welcomed
all participants.
2. The meeting was attended by:

(&) Representatives of the following members ofGoenmittee:

Belgium (Europe), Germany (Depositary), Philippii@seania), Poland (Europe), South
Africa (Africa) and Uruguay (Latin America);

(b)  The following alternate members:
Ukraine (Europe);
(c) The following observers:

Denmark; Switzerland; United Kingdom; Chair of tBeientific Council; UNON; UNEP;
African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds Agreement AB), Birdlife International; and

(d)  The Executive Secretary and Deputy Executivaeé®ary who provided Secretariat services.

I. COP7 LOGISTICAL ARRANGEMENTS AND PROCEDURAL MATHRS
(a) Meeting Structure: Committees, Working Groups, Chairs
3. The Executive Secretary outlined the requiremeancerning the nomination of the Chair of the
Conference and the establishment of sessional cive@si He stressed the role of the regional group
meetings in deciding on nominations for Officerghed Conference.
(b) Programme/Timetable
4, The Executive Secretary drew attention to thavipional schedule of work of the meeting

(UNEP/CMS/Conf.7.3 (Rev.1) and enumerated the @suaised in the annotated agenda
(UNEP/CMS/Conf.7.1.1).
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(c) COP Rulesof Procedure (Voting digibility issue)

5. The Standing Committee deliberated on the isthee right of Parties whose contributions were in
arrears to vote during the Seventh Meeting of thaf@ence of the Parties. In its deliberations, the
Committee had before it document UNEP/CMS/Conf.@rthe Rules of Procedure for the Seventh
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties, and decurd NEP/CMS/Conf.7.13.1, on administrative
arrangements.

6. Introducing the item, the Deputy Executive Stgereferred to Rule 14 (2) of the provisional
Rules of Procedure, which stated:

“Representatives of Parties which are three or meaes behind in paying their subscriptions on

the date of the opening session of the meetingeo€onference of the Parties shall not be eligible
to vote. However, the Conference of the Parties aflayv such Parties to exercise their right to

vote if it is satisfied that the delay in paymenmisas from exceptional and unavoidable

circumstances, and shall receive advice in thiancefrom the Standing Committee”.

7. In Resolution 6.8 (Cape Town, 1999), paragrahhile Conference of the Parties served notice “to
Parties with contributions in arrears that rulg2yon withholding of voting rights will be strigthdhered
to at the Seventh Meeting of the Conference oPties”.

8. The Committee noted that, of the 17 Parties wlgostributions were three or more years in arrears
only one (Argentina) had provided an explanationtfie exceptional and unavoidable circumstances
which had prevented it from paying its contribuian a timely manner. In this regard, a letterhie t
Executive Secretary from the Government of Argentoutlining the difficult economic situation ofeth
country, was circulated to the members of the Stepn@ommittee.

9. The Standing Committee decided unanimously ¢epicthis explanation for the current meeting,
enabling Argentina to retain its eligibility to wgtbut with the expectation that Argentina wouldkea
partial payment during the course of 2003 as aafigwod will. The Standing Committee decided that
was not within its remit to offer advice on anytioé other Parties in arrears which had provideduuot
explanation. The Committee noted that the termReagolution 6.8 adopted by the Conference of the
Parties were unambiguous inasmuch as they sentiee tioat Rule 14.2 on withholding of voting rights
would be strictly adhered to. It noted further tbaeral Parties had benefited from a special wifitef
unpaid contributions, which in most cases had adtthe desired effect of encouraging those Padies
bring their remaining contributions up to date.

10. The Standing Committee strongly advised onpenong a debate on this matter during the plenary
session of the Conference of the Parties, as sidered that all Parties with arrears had beenngive
sufficient reminders and opportunities either ty {heir arrears or to offer an explanation of thigating
circumstances. In that connection, the Committeeetbthat any declaration of mitigating circums&mnc
made by a Party in arrears after 17 September @001 not be taken into account, since it was expli
stated in document UNEP/CMS/Conf.7.4, paragrajtha,Parties concerned are invited to bring their
contributions up to date in advance of COP7 ordmmunicate to the Secretariat the nature of any
mitigating circumstances, before the Standing Catemideliberates on this matter at its meetingon 1
September 2002 in Bonn”.

11. The Standing Committee also requested the Béettgo review the table of Parties ineligible to
vote and to re-issue it before the seventh meetitige Conference of the Parties.



CMS COP7 Proceedings: Part I, Annex V 24" StC Report

II. INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS
(a) Headquarters Agreement
(b) MoU Signing Ceremony

12. The Executive Secretary outlined the procedairke followed on 18 September 2002 for the
signing of the Memorandum of Understanding betw@&kt and the Government of Germany on the
Headquarters Agreement, as well as the signing bfeenorandum of Understanding between the
Government of Germany and UNEP, and encouraged pddtgcipation in the event. In addition
institutional Memoranda of Cooperation were schedub be signed with UNESCO and CITES in the
evening of 18 September 2002.

(c) Standing Committee: New membersand alternates

13. The Deputy Executive Secretary drew attentioié required changes in the membership of the
Standing Committee, in line with its Rules of Prhere, and the need for the regional groups to demid
the nomination of their respective candidatestiergositions.

lll. MATTERS RELATING TO THE SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL
(a) Report on outcome of the dection of Chair, Vice-Chair

14. The Chair of the Scientific Council, ProfesSalin Galbraith (United Kingdom), reported that he
had accepted the nomination of the Council to serfarther term as Chair. Mr. John Mshelbwala
(Nigeria) had also been elected to serve a futdrer as Vice-Chair.

15. Dr. Galbraith also reported on the activitiethe Scientific Council at its last two meetingad
noted that, in addition to the report of the pratiegs of the meetings of the Council, the Confeeeofc

the Parties would also have before it a reportgmegpby him on the proposed developments and change
in the processes of the Scientific Council.

(b) COP-appointed Councillors (new appointments/r e-appointments)

16. The Chair of the Scientific Council reporteditthir. Noritaka Ichida had been appointed Courcillo
for Asiatic Fauna; Mr. John O’Sullivan, from Birdeilnternational, had been nominated as appointed
Councillor for birds (replacing Mr. Mike Moser),lgject to endorsement by the Conference of thedRarti

IV. ROLE FOR STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS DURING COP8
Organization of regional consultations

17. The Deputy Executive Secretary enumeratedt afipossible agenda points for the regional
consultations: explaining the Standing Committgeisition on the Rules of Procedure; nomination of
Standing Committee regional members; appointmenSaéntific Councillors; facilitation of the
preparation and sponsorship or resolutions/recordatems; sponsoring of recommendations/decisions;
and canvassing of a possible host country for igjietle meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

18. After expressing thanks to the Government ofi@a@y for the excellent facilities provided for the
meeting of the Standing Committee and for the Qemiee of the Parties, the Chair declared the ngpetin
closed at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 17 September 2002.
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