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REPORT OF THE MEETING TO ENDORSE THE PROPOSED WESTERN/CENTRAL
ASIAN SITE NETWORK FOR SIBERIAN CRANES (AND OTHER WATERBIRDS)

Agendaitem 1: Welcoming remarks

1 Mr. Douglas Hykle, Senior Advisor to the Convention on Migratory Species, CMS
welcomed participants to the meeting, and provided the historical context for the day’s discussions.
Mr. Crawford Prentice, representing the Internationa Crane Foundation (ICF), explained the
various issues that would be covered on which consensus would be sought. The find ligt of

participants appears a Annex 1.

Agenda item 2: Election of Chairman

2. Mr. R.P.S. Katwal, Additiond Director - Wildlife, Indian Ministry of Environment and
Forests, was elected by acclamation to chair the meeting. He then delivered his opening remarks on
behdlf of the Host Government, mentioning the serious water shortage at Keoladeo Nationa Park
which was formerly the home of overwintering Sberian Cranes.

3. Mr. Hykle paid tribute to the work of Mr. Dave Ferguson, who was about to retire after a
distinguished career in the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, which had benefited nature
conservation in both India and Pakistan. The text of the tribute appearsin Annex 2.

Agenda item 3: Adoption of the agenda and meeting schedule

4, The provisiona agenda (document CM SSC/WCASN-SC/1/Rev.4) was adopted without
amendment (Annex 3). Thefind list of documents for the meeting gppears a Annex 4.
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Agenda item 4: Introduction to the concept for a Western/Central Asian Site Network for
Siberian Cranesand other water birds)

5. Referring to the background paper, document CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/4/Rev.1, Mr.
Prentice described the process that had led to the development of the proposed site network, and
drew attention to the values of ste networks and the outcomes expected from the meeting.

Agendaitem 5: Overview of North East Asia Crane Site Network activity

6. Mr. Smba Chan, BirdLife Internationd, introduced the activities of the North East Asa
Crane Site Network, which had been operating for severa years, with aview to sharing experience
that might be useful for the development of a comparable network for Siberian Cranes and (other
waterbirds) in the Western/Centrd Asian Hyway.

Agenda item 6: Site selection and nomination requirementsfor the WCASN-SC

7. Ms. Elena Ilyashenko, Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator, introduced the criteria for Ste
selection and the 14-point list of information required for nominations, which had been drafted by a
working group. The Site selection criteria benefited from an extensve discusson, with the following
result. It was clarified that the second and third leve criteria were better described as “qudifiers’,
since their main purpose was to give an indication of the additiona importance, for other cranes and
waterbirds, of Stes sdlected primarily for their relevance to Siberian Cranes (based on the four sub-
categories of the “Firg Leve Criterion”). It was further agreed to modify the “Third Leve
Qudifiers’ so that they would conform to the Ramsar criteria for nomination of wetlands of
internationa importance. Sub-qudifier 3.1, for other waterbird species, was amended to read: “A
wetland should be consdered internationdly important if it regularly supports 20,000 or more
migratory waterbirds” A new sub-qudifier 3.2 was introduced as follows. “A wetland should be
congdered internationaly important if it regularly supports 5,000 or more migratory waterbirds or
0.25% of a migratory waterbird population on a single count during a Sngle migration period.” The
other sub-qudifiers were unchanged, and were renumbered accordingly. The revised criteriafor Ste
section are found in Annex 5.

8. It was noted that not dl Ramsar stes would necessarily qudify for incluson in the sSte
network, and that not al network sites would necessarily satisfy dl of the Ramsar criteria for listing
under that convention. The issue of whether or not a network site might be regarded, and be legdly
certified, asadte of “internationa importance’ was left for further discussion.

9. With regard to the information needed for nomination of dtes, it was agreed to add, a the
end of point 2, the phrase “, including a detailed map”; to modify point 7 (in kegping with the
previous discussion) to read: “Description of the Site designation criterialqualifiers according to the
criterialqudifiers for nomination of stes of importance for Sherian Cranes (first leve criterion), other
cranes (second level qudifier) or other waterbirds (third level qudifier)”. It was agreed to add, at the
end of point 14, a note to the effect that: “The Secretariat will supply a generic template for a letter,
which may be used for this purpose” Findly, it was agreed to add a new point 15: “Ligt of
references of scientific sources’. The revised ligt of information required for Ste nominations gppears
in Annex 6.



Agendaitem 7: Proceduresfor nominating, reviewing and approving network sites

10. Mr. Prentice outlined the proposed procedure by which sites were to be nominated by
Governments usng a sandard nomination form, and theresfter reviewed by a screening group and
ultimately gpproved by a committee of the Range States. After lengthy discussion, it was agreed that
the vetting of nominations would be conducted by a “Site Network Review Working Group” with
the following compaostion:

- One representative of a breeding ground Range State (Russian Federation) — Alexander
Sorokin;

- Two representatives of staging Range States, on a rotationd bas's from one meeting of the
CMS Siberian Crane MoU to another (until Sixth Meeting: Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan) —
Elchin Sultanov and Y evgeniya Lanovenko, respectively;

- Two representatives of wintering area Range States (Idamic Republic of Iran and India) —
Sadegh Sadeghi Zadegan and R.P.S Katwal, respectively;
BirdLife Internationd — Simba Chan;
Wetlands International — Tagi Mundkur; and
Internationa Crane Foundation (Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator) — Elena Ilyashenko.

11. It was agreed that the Working Group would be tasked with leviewing Ste nomingtion
forms submitted by Range State governments; assessing from atechnica standpoint the adequacy of
information provided to determine if the nominated dte meets the criteria; requesting additiond
information if necessary; and making a recommendation to a new WCASN Committee. The
working group would sdlect its own chair and would conduct its business by e-mail correspondence.

12. It was agreed to draft detailed Terms of Reference (ToR) encgpsulating dl of the above-
mentioned points for adoption by the meeting of the WCASN Committee on the occasion of the
Sixth Siberian Crane MoU mesting. In the meantime, the working group could operate on an interim
basis.

13. It was confirmed that the WCASN Committee would comprise: Afghanigtan (following
ggnature of the Siberian Crane MoU), Azerbajan, India, Idamic Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan,
Pakigtan, Russan Federation, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. While Mongolia had been provisondly
included inthe ligt & its request, the Meeting noted that Mongoliawas geographicaly digant from dl
of the other members and it was dready a participant in the North East Asa Crane Site Network.
As there was an overlap of actual/proposed sites, it was agreed that the CMS Secretariat would
take up the matter with Mongolia, with aview to encouraging that country to confine its membership
to the NEACSN.

Agendaitem 8: Develop a preliminary list of two priority stesfor each country

14. Ms. llyashenko introduced a preliminary list of Stes for the proposed network, based on
suggestions from the Range States (document CM SSC/WCASN-SC/5). Altogether 21 sites had
been suggested, including eight under the UNEP/GEF Sberian Crane Wetland Project (SCWP),
two wintering sites and two breeding sites. Pakistan had yet to propose any sites, and it was hoped
that this omisson would be rectified in due course. Range States were encouraged to develop
forma nomination proposds for these dites once the nomination template had been findised and
circulated, in consultation with the Working Group. Mr. Hykle reminded the Meeting that one of the



functions of the Ste network was to provide a mechaniam to involve more actively those countries
that were not participating in the SCWP. The priminary list gppears as Annex 7.

15.  After the close of the meeting, Ms. Ilyashenko gave an informative presentation that outlined
the key features of each of the suggested Sites.

Agenda item 9: Activitiesto be undertaken under the Western/Central Asian Site Network
for Siberian Cranes (and other waterbirds)

16. Ms. llyashenko outlined the kinds of joint activities which could be expected to be
conducted within the framework of the site network, including: training workshops, staff exchange
programmes, education and public avareness, site monitoring, including maintenance of the regiond
Siberian Crane database; information exchange; and fund raisng. The Meeting agreed that these
activities were best integrated in the existing Conservation Plans under the CMS Siberian Crane
MoU, rather than creating a new action plan. If gppropriate, they might be specidly identified as Ste
network activities.

Agenda item 10: Conclusions of the M eeting

17. Mr. Hykle, in his capacity as meeting facilitator, summarised the main points of consensus.
He dso recdled that it had been foreseen by the Fifth Meeting of Siberian Crane Range States that
the elements of the find proposd for the site network, agreed in New Delhi, would be packaged
into a single document that would be attached as an addendum to the existing Conservation Plans
for the Western and Centrd populations.

Agenda item 11: Closure of the M eeting

18. Noting that al of the objectives of the meeting had been achieved, the chairman closed the
meeting at the appointed time of 1600.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Representatives of Signatory States

AFGHANISTAN

Mr. Abdul Samai Sakhi

Director

National Parks, Forest and Range, Dept of Ministry
of Agriculture and Livestock

Jama Mina, Kabul

AFGHANISTAN

Td: +93 79 310583

E-mail: abdul samaisakhi @yahoo.com

Mr. Sulaiman Shah Salary

General Independent Department of Environment of
the Islamic Republic of AFGHANISTAN
Darullaman, Kabul, Afghanistan

Te: + 93 0 70051905

E-mail: sulaimonshah-salary @yahoo.com

AZERBAIJAN

Mr. Eldar Sariyev

Lead Advisor, Division of Biodiversity
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources
B. Adhayev St., 100A AZ-DQ73
AZERBAIJAN

Td: +99412 4390126 / 492 7369

Fax: +99412 4925907

E-mail: eldar.eco@box.az

Mr. Elchin Sultanov

Azerbaijan Ornithological Society and Azerbaijan
national Academy of Sciences

Mukhtarov St., 13 ap.6

Baku, AZ-1001

AZERBAIJAN

Td: + 994 12 494 3630 / 4927052

Fax: + 994 12 499 1588

E-mall: sultanov@azdata.net

CHINA

Mr. Zhang Dehui

Deputy Director of Wildlife Management Division
Department of Wildlife Conservation, State Forestry
Adminigtration of PR China

No.18, Hepinglidong Street

Beijing, 100714

CHINA

Td: +86 10 8423 8577

Fax: +86 10 8423 8540

E-mall: zhangdehui @forestry.gov.cn

Mr. Liu Dongping

Assistant Researcher

National Bird Banding Centre

Chinese Forestry Academy of Science and Research
No.2, Dongxiaofu, Xianghonggqi,

Haidian Didtrict, Beijing, 100714

CHINA

Td: +86 10 6288 8454

Fax: +86 10 6288 8454

E-mail: dpliu@caf.ac.cn



Mr. Hu Y uanhui

State Forestry Administration of PR China

No.18, Hepinglidong Street, Beljing, 100714, CHINA
Td: +86 10 8423 8577

Fax: +86 10 8423 8540

INDIA

Mr. Shri R.P.S. Katwal

Additional Director — Wildlife

Ministry of Environment and Forests

Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Dehli, 100003

INDIA

Td: +91 11 24360740

E-mail: rpskatwa @nic.in

Mr. B.C. Choudhury

Wildlife Ingtitute of India

P.B. # 18, Chandrabani, Dehraden, 248 001
INDIA

Tel: + 91 135 2640910

Fax: + 91 135 264117

E-mail: bcc@wii.gov.in

Dr.R.B. La

Inspector General Forest (WL)
Ministry of Environment and Forests
Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex,
Lodi Road, New Dehli, 110 003,
INDIA

Td: +91 11 24360740

E-mal: ravindra52@yahoo.com

Mr. R.N. Mehrotra
Keoladeo Nationa Park
Rgjastan

INDIA

Mr. Arun Prasad
Director

Keoladeo National Park
Rgjastan

INDIA

IRAN

Mr. Mohammad Ayatollahi

Director General

Wildlife Bureau, Department of the Environment
P.O. Box 15875-5181, Hemmat Highway,
Pardisan Eco-Park, Teheran

IRAN

Td: +98 21 8269293

Fax: +98 21 8267993

E-mail: ayatollahi mo@yahoo.com

Mr. Sadegh Sadeghi Zadegan

Ornithological Expert

Wildlife Bureau, Department of the Environment
P.O. Box 15875 - 5181, Hemmat Highway,
Pardisan Eco-Park, Teheran

IRAN

Td: +98 21 8269293

Fax: +98 21 8267993

E-mail: sadegh64@hotmail.com

KAZAKHSTAN

Mr. Khairbek Mussabayev

Head of Animal Life Management, National Director
of the GEF/JUNEP SCWP

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Hunting
Committee, 49 Pobeda Av., Astana

KAZAKHSTAN

Td: +7 3172 935705

Fax: +7 3172 935705

E-mail: mussabayev@minagri.kz

Ms. Veralnyutina

National Project Manager of

the GEF/UNEP SCWP

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry &
Hunting Committee

49 Pobeda Av., Astana,
KAZAKHSTAN

Td: + 731722956 34

Fax: +7 3172 935705

E-mail: Vera Inyutina@ok.kz




Mr. Sergey Y erokhov
Institute of Zoology
Akademgorodok,

Al-Farabi Street 93, Almaty
KAZAKHSTAN

Td: + 7 3272 481890 (O)
Fax: + 7 3272 481950
E-mail: syerokhov@nursat.kz

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Mr. Evgeny Gorshkov

Ministry of Natural Resources

B. Gruzinskaya Street 4/6, Moscow,
123995, D-242, GSP-5

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Td: +70952520988

Fax: +7095 2548283

E-mail: gorshkov@mnr.gov.ru

Ms. Anna Belousova

All-Russian Research Institute for Nature Protection
Znamenskoye-Sadki, Moscow, 113628

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Td: +7-095 402-5917

Fax: +7-095 423-23-22

E-mail: anbelous@online.ru

Mr. Anton M ezhnev

Federa Service on Venterinary & Phytosanitary
Supervision (Rosselkhoznadzor)

1/11, Orlikov pereulok, Moscow, 07139, RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

Td: +95 2078378

Fax: +95 2080570

E-mail: amezhnev@mail.ru

TURKMENISTAN

Mr. Eldar Rustamov

Wetlands Expert

Ministry of Nature Protection of Turkmenistan
102 Kemine Street, Ashgabad, 744000,
TURKMENISTAN

Td: +99312 353895

Fax: +99312 393184

E-mail: anbelous@online.ru

Mr. Jumamurad Sapar muradov

Head of Laboratory of Vertebrates

National Institute of Deserts, Fauna & Flora
of the Ministry of Nature Protection

15, Bitarap, Ashgabad, 744000,
TURKMENISTAN

Td: +(993 12) 390 102

Fax: +993 12 393-184 / 353-716

E-mall: saparmuradov@mail.ru

UZBEKISTAN

Mr. Gennadjy Goncharov

Chief of Department of State Biocontrol
State Committee for Nature Protection
99, A. Temur Str. Tashkent,
UZBEKISTAN

Tel: + 99871 115 3824/115-24-20

Fax: + 99871 135 79 20

E-mall: envconf@uzsci.net

Ms. YevgeniyaL anovenko

Institute of Zoology National Academy of Science
Republic of Uzbekistanl, Niyazov Str., Tashkent,
700095

UZBEKISTAN

Td: +99871 1445979 (Home)

Fax: + 99871 2890046 / 998

E-mail: filatov@comuz.uz




Representatives of Non-Signatory States

IRAQ

Mr. Khaaf Al-Robaae

Director

Basrah University

Natural History Museum, PO Box 432,
College of Science Basrah, Basra,
IRAQ

Td: + 040 610274

E-mall; alrobaae@yahoo.com

MYANMAR

Mr. Tin Tun

Nature and Wildlife Conservation Division Forest
Department

Bayintanaung Road, West Gvogone Insein PO
11011, Yangon,

MYANMAR

Td: +951681920

Fax: +95 1681761

E-mail; nwcd-cas@mptmail .net.mm

USA

Ms. Meenakshi Nagendran

US Fish and Wildlife Service

4401, N, Fairfax Drive, Suite 730, Arlington,
Virginia, 22203

USA

Td: +1703358 2315

Fax: +1703358 2115

E-mail; meenakshi nagendran@fws.gov

Organizations
BirdLife International Asia Division

Mr. Sing-yin Simba Chan

Wild Bird Society of Japan / BirdLife Internationa
AsiaDivison

WING 2-35-2 Minamidaira, Hino-shi,

Tokyo, 191 — 0041

JAPAN

Td: +81 42 593 6871

Fax: + 81 42 593 6873

E-mail: simba@wing-wbg.or.jp

I nternational Crane Foundation

Mr. Crawford Prentice

UNEP/GEF SCWP Technical Advisor

87, Jalan SS 22/27

Damansara Jaya 47400 Petaling Jaya Selangor,
MALAYSA

Telephone: +(60-3) 7725-9546

Fax: +(60-3) 7726-0987

E-mail: crawford@savingcranes.org

Ms. Elena | lyashenk o

GEF/CMS Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator
UNEP/GEF SCWP

Moscow Zoo, B. Gruzinskaya St., 1
Moscow, 123242,

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Tel/Fax: (+7 095) 205-90-01

Emall: eilyashenko@savingcranes.org

Mr. Mikhail Stishov

UNEP/GEF SCWP Technical Advisor
for Russia and Kazakhstan

Moscow Zoo, B. Gruzinskaya St., 1
Moscow, 123242

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Tel/Fax: (+7 095) 205-90-01

E-mail; mstishov@yandex.ru

Indian Cranes & Wetlands Working Group

Mr. K.S. Gopi Sundar

Principal Coordinator

Indian Cranes & Wetlands Working Group
c/o Wildlife Preservation Society of India
M-52, Greater Kailash Part I,

New Delhi, 110048

INDIA

Tel: 988-151-0041 (cell)

E-mail: gopi @savingcranes.org

SACON

Ms. Lditha Vijayan

Director

Salim Ali Centre For Ornithology
and Natura History (SACON)
Anaikatty

Coimbatore 641 108

INDIA



Wetlands I nter national

Mr. Ward Hagemeijer

Programme Head Wetland Species

PO Box 471, 6700 AL, Wageningen, The
NETHERLANDS

Tel: +31317 478867

Fax: +31317 478850

E-mal; Ward.hagemeijer @wetlands.org

Wetlands I nternational — South Asia

Mr. Tag Mundkur

Coordinator

Swarankit, Piot No. 6, Mahatma Housing Society,
Kothrud, Pune, 411 029,

INDIA

Fax: +91 20 252 833 72

E-mail: tagimundkur.wi@vsnl.net

Mr. Ritesh Kumar

Technical Officer

A-25, IInd Floor, Defence Colony,
110 024, New Delhi

INDIA

Te: +91 11 24338606

Fax: +91 11 24338606

E-mall; wisaind@del2.vsnl.net.in

UNEP/CMS SECRETARIAT:

Mr. Douglas James Hykle

Co-ordinator / Senior CMS Advisor

IOSEA Marine Turtle MoU Secretariat

c/o UNEP Regiona Office for Asia

and the Pacific United Nations Building,
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue Bangkok 10200,
THAILAND

Tel: (+662) 288 1471; Fax: (+662) 280 3829

E-mail: hykle@un.org

Ms. MeenaKumari

Secretary to Director

A-25, lInd Floor, Defence Colony,
110 024, New Delhi

INDIA

Tel: +91 11 24338606

Fax: +91 11 24338606

E-mail; wisaind@del2.vsnl.net.in

Wetlands International - Malaysia

Mr. Li Zuowe

Waterbird Conservation Officer
3A39, Block A, Lobby C,

Kelana Centre Point, Jalan SS7/19,
Petaling Jaya, 47301, Selangor State,
MALAYSA

Tel: +60-3-78046770

Fax: +60-3-78046772

E-mail: david@wiap.nasionet.net

Wetlands | nter national — Russian
Programme

Mr. Alexander Solokha

Flyway Officer

19/3, Nikolo-Y amsakaya Str., Moscow
RUSSIA

Tel/Fax: + 7 095 727-09-39

US Fish and Wildlife Service
E-mail; asol okha@wwf.ru

Mr. Lyle Glowka

Agreements Officer

UNEP/CMS Secretariat

United Nations Premises in Bonn
Martin-Luther-King-Str. 8
D-53175 Bonn

GERMANY

Td: 49228 8152415

Fax: + 49 228 8152449

E-mall; [glowka@cms.int
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A TRIBUTE TO DAVE FERGUSON

on the occasion of the
Meeting to Endorse the Proposed Western/Central Asian Site Network for Siberian Cranes
(and other waterbirds)

New Ddhi, India, 13 June 2005

Over three decades of work with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Dave Ferguson has made many
significant contributions to the study and conservation of wildlifein Indiaand Pakistan, perhaps more than any other
non-national.

The Governments of India and Pakistan each established funds to repay afinancia obligation to the US Government.
These funds, well known by those familiar with them as*PL-480 funds’, are devoted to the support of programsfor
the conservation of wildlife approved jointly by the United States and the respective government.

Dave was the administrator of those funds from the US side. Through collaboration with colleagues in the
Governments of India and Pakistan, and with researchers and conservationists working independently or with non-
profit organizations, Dave was able to help steer alarge amount of rupees to the benefit of nature conservation.

Various projects of The Wildlife Ingtitute of India, a number of award-winning filmsincluding “Birds of the I ndian
Monsoon” and the “The Land of the Tiger”, can also be credited to support mobilized by Dave Ferguson.

To those who know him, Dave is much more than a highly dedicated government official. He has a passionate love
for wildlife, a deep commitment to conservation, and a warm and personal interest in colleagues who share those
values.

Dave' s contributions to Siberian Cranes perhaps best exemplify those values. From the early 1970s, when it became
apparent that the population of Siberian Cranes that wintered in Indiawas in decline, Dave mobilized support for a
widerange of activities. They include field studies of thewild cranes at Keoladeo National Park, migration studies of
Eurasian Cranes that share the migration corridor with Siberian Cranes, workshops for planning and exchange of
information, grass roots conservation education with the crane hunters in Pakistan, and experimental release
programs of captive-reared Siberian Cranes.

He was also instrumental in supporting the production and distribution of the Robert Bateman poster on the Siberian
Cranein 12 different languages. Dave a so became aregular participant and avalued mentor at international meetings
to develop Conservation Plans to help the Siberian Cranes.

Although efforts to save the population of the Central Flyway have yet to achieve success, the internationa
momentum created through this work, the scientific information secured, and the Memorandum of Understanding
among the Range States organized by the Convention on Migratory Species, create a solid foundation upon which
plans can be built for restoring the population.

AsDaveleaveshisofficia responsibilities, we are al hopeful that he will continue his active involvement in theworld

of conservation. The Meeting participants, so many of whom have benefited from Dave Ferguson’ s work, express
their deep respect and heartfelt appreciation, and very best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement.

S\_WorkingDocdAgmtsMoU_Corr\Mou_Siberian Crane\WCASN-SC\Report\Annex2_Tribute_Dave_Ferguson.doc
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AGENDA

We coming remarks

Election of Chairman

Tribute to Dave Ferguson

Adoption of the agenda and meeting schedule

Introduction to the concept for a Western/Central Asian Site Network for Siberian Cranes (and
other waterbirds) (WCASN-SC)

Overview of North East Asa Crane Site Network activity

Site selection and nomination requirements for WCASN-SC
Procedures for nominating, reviewing and gpproving network sites
Develop aprdiminary list of 2 priority Stesfor each country

Activities to be undertaken under the Western/Central Asian Site Network for Siberian Cranes
(and other waterbirds)

Conclusons of the Mesting

Closure of the Mesting
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS
Symbol Agenda Title of Document
Item(s)
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/1/Rev.4 3.0 Draft Provisional Agenda
CMSSC/WCASN-SC/2/Rev.3 3.0 Draft Provisional Annotated Agenda and Meeting Schedule
CMSSC/WCASN-SC/3/Rev.1 3.0 List of Documents
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/4/Rev.1 5.0 The Proposed Western/Central Asian Site Network for
9.0 Siberian Cranes (and other waterbirds): Background Paper
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/5 8.0 Draft Prdiminary List of Priority Sites for the Proposed
(In-session) Western/Central Asian Site Network for Siberian Cranes
(and other waterbirds)
CMSSC/WCASN-SC/Inf.1 Fact Sheet
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.2 Pre-registration Form
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.3 5.0 Extract from the “Report of the Fifth Meeting of Siberian
Crane Range States” (Moscow, Russian Federation, 26-29
April 2004)
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.4 5.0 Conservation Plan for the Western Population of Siberian
Cranes
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.5 5.0 Conservation Plan for the Central Population of Siberian
Cranes
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.6 5.0 Proposed Central Asian Flyway Action Plan to Conserve
Migratory Waterbirds and their Habitats
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.7 5.0 Proposals to Initially Support Implementation of the Central
Asian Flyway Action Plan to Conserve Migratory
Waterbirds and their Habitats: Options for Consideration
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.8 Memorandum of Understanding concerning Conservation
Measures for the Siberian Crane
CMS/SC/WCASN-SC/Inf.9 Provisional List of Participants
(In-session)
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CRITERIA AND QUALIFIERSFOR SITE SELECTION

WESTERN/CENTRAL ASIAN SITE NETWORK FOR SIBERIAN CRANE
AND OTHER WATERBIRDS
(WCASN-SC)

For ste sdection, attention will be focused on sites of importance for the conservation, recovery and re-
introduction of the Siberian Crane, including Stes that are also important for other migratory cranes and
waterbirds.

Criterion 1 and itsfour tempord sub-criteriaare desgned to ensure that governmentswill select Sites based
on their current and past importance for Siberian Cranes.

The Qualifiers giveanindication of the additiona importancefor other cranesand waterbirds of Stesthat
have been sdected primarily for thelr importancefor Siberian Cranes. They are also important topromote,
in due course, the integration of the WCASN-SC into the proposed larger waterbird site network for the
Centrd AsaFHyway.

A. CRITERION 1: Site’sImportance for Siberian Cranes

This criterion is based on the Site’ simportance for the Siberian Crane. Thisisthe key speciestargeted under
the CMS Memorandum of Understanding on the Siberian Crane.

Therearefour supporting tempora sub-criterialisted under Criterion 1. Under thetempord sub-criteriaastes
protection status can vary during the year based on which time of the year the areais used by Siberian Cranes
(i.e, seasond protection regimes). Thisis especialy important for Central Asian wetlands that have ungtable
and variable water conditions.

Criterion 1 for the Sberian Crane: Thesdte currently holdsor historicdly held Siberian Cranesand meets
the Ramsar 1% Criteriafor the Siberian Crane.

Temporal Sub-criteria for the Sberian Crane: A site must meet one of the following temporal sub-
criteria (listed in order of importance):

Sub-criterion 1.1: Siberian Crane(s) were recorded at the Site at least five times during the last 10
years. This should not include records within the same season or repeated sightings of the same
individugl birds.
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Sub-criterion 1.2: The site has held one or more Siberian Cranes during the last 50 years, but there
are less than five records during the 10 last years.

Sub-criterion 1.3: The Steis historical habitat of the Sberian Crane, but there are less than five
records during the last 50 years.

Sub-criterion 1.4: There are no records of Siberian Crane at aSite, but it is consdered to contain
appropriate habitat for the species (wide expanses of shdlow water containing gppropriate food
resources, and with low levels of disturbance) and it is suitable for release and reintroduction projects
(e.g., safety of the dite is secured, a management regimeisin place, etc.).

Sites that are covered by temporal sub-criteria 1.1 and 1.2 should be included inthe WCASN-SC on a
priority bass to ensure that the sites currently used by the species are being conserved.

For sites covered by temporal sub-criteria 1.3 and 1.4, preference should be given to sSitesthat indicatethe
additiona importance under the Qualifier sfor other crane and water bird species, listed below.

B. QUALIFIER 1: Site’'simportance for other crane species

Quadlifier 1 concerns aste' simportance for other crane species. The site isimportant for other crane species
when it isknown to support atota of 25 or more migratory cranes (which can be of more than one species) at
any stageof their life cycle (e.g., breeding, migration stop-over (staging), non-breeding birds (wintering), etc.).

C. QUALIFIER 2: Site'simportance for other waterbird species
Quadlifier 2 concerns asite' simportance for other waterbird species. It is composed of four sub-qudifiers

Sub-qualifier 2.1: A wetland should be consgdered internationdly important if it regularly supports
20,000 or more migratory waterbirds during migration periods.

Sub-qualifier 2.2: A wetland should be consdered internationally important if it regularly supports
5,000 or more migratory waterbirds or 0.25% of amigratory waterbirds population on asingle count
during asingle migration period.

Sub-qualifier 2.3: A wetland should be consdered internationdly important if it regularly supports 1%
of theindividuds in a population of one species or subspecies of migratory waterbird.

Sub-qualifier 2.4: A wetland should be consdered internetiondly important if it supports migratory
waterbird species at acritical stagein their life cycles, or provides refuge during adverse conditions.

Thecriteriaand qualifiers are adgpted from selected criteriato nominate Wetlands of International Importance
under the Ramsar Convention. Guidance for applying the Ramsar criteria can be found in the Convention’s
document: Ramsar Convention Handbook #7 Designating Ramsar Sites.
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LIST OF INFORMATION FOR SITE NOMINATIONS
WESTERN/CENTRAL ASIAN SITE NETWORK FOR SIBERIAN CRANE

AND OTHER WATERBIRDS
(WCASN-SC)

All sites that meet the above listed criteria for Siberian Crane may be considered for nomination without regard to
whether:

a

b.

They are currently listed as nationa, provincial or local nature protection areas or international important areas
(under Ramsar Convention, World Heritage Convention, etc.).

Constant monitoring of birds is being undertaken at the site.

To nominate a site, the following information about the site is needed:

NoughrwdrE

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

15.

NB:

Name of the site.

Geographic co-ordinates and a description of its geographic location, including a detailed map.
Jurisdiction (administrative agency responsible for site).

Size of area (in hectares) and description of its boundaries.

Physiographic description with emphasis on wetland description.

Ecological description (fauna and flora).

Description of the site designation criteria/lqualifiers according to the criteria/lqualifiers for nomination of
sites of importance for Siberian Cranes (first level criterion), other cranes (second level qualifier) or other
waterbirds (third level qualifier).

Nature protection status of site (the lack of any current protection status/regime does not disqualify a site
for consideration for inclusion in the Network).

Site usage (hunting, fishing, agriculture, water usage and management and so on) and its potential impact
on sites.

Threats to the site and its biodiversity.

The presence of regular monitoring of the Siberian Crane, other cranes and other waterbird species.
(Although the presence of constant monitoring is not a requirement for nominating a site for inclusion in
the Network).

Contact details for the agencies/organisations responsible for the site (ownership and management).

Key stakeholders.

Evidence of support and approval of the agency/organizations to be involved in the network. NB: The
Secretariat will supply a generic template for a letter, which may be used for this purpose.

List of references of scientific sources.

These nomination requirements were devel oped according to the Ramsar Wetland Information Sheet, with the
addition of a few specific requirements concerning the Siberian Crane.
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PRELIMINARY LIST OF PRIORITY SITESFOR THE PROPOSED
WESTERN/CENTRAL ASIAN SITE NETWORK FOR SIBERIAN CRANES (AND
OTHER WATERBIRDYS)

Afghanistan
Ab-i-Estada
Dashte-Nawar

Azerbaijan
Shirvan Nationd Park
Kyzyl-Aghach Nature Reserve

India
Keoladeo Nationa Park

Iran
Fereydoon Kenar Damgah
Bujagh Nationd Park

Kazakhstan
- Naurzum Lake System
Zharsor & Urkash Lakes
Kulykol Lake
Tontegir & Zhanshura Lakes
Urd River Ddta

Mongolia
Khuiten- Kurkh
Gun gduut and Ayagiin Lakes

Pakistan No Ste nominations received

Russian Federation
Kunova Wildlife Refuge
Kondaand Alymka Rivers Basn
Bedozersky Wildlife Refuge
Agrakhansky Wildlife Refuge

Turkmenistan
Kdif
Durndy

Uzbekistan
Termez
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