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What is the IFC?
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What are the Performance Standards?
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Why do they matter?



PS6: The big picture

Objectives Issues

✓ Habitats

✓ Protected Areas & Int. 

Recognized Areas 

✓ Invasive Alien Species

✓ Ecosystem services

✓ Integrated across PSs

✓ Standards & 

Certification

✓ Supply Chains

Protect & conserve 

biodiversity

Maintain benefits of 

ecosystem services

Promote sustainable 

management of living 

natural resources



Biodiversity in 3 buckets
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MODIFIED NATURAL

CRITICAL



More risks, more requirements
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✓ PS6 applies if significant biodiversity values found

✓ Minimize impacts & mitigate as appropriate

✓ Alternatives analysis: No viable options in MH

✓ Stakeholder views on impacts

✓ No net loss for NH where feasible

✓ Alternatives analysis: No viable options in MH or NH

✓ Net gain for CH values

✓ Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

✓ Biodiversity Monitoring & Evaluation Plan (BMEP)

✓ IF biodiversity offsets used, provide technical rationale



PS6 & migratory species

• Explicitly guided by and designed to support 

implementation of applicable international law and 

conventions, including CMS.

• Critical Habitat includes Criterion 3: Migratory and 

Congregatory Species. Aligned with IBA/KBA thresholds.

• Protected area requirements apply to Key Biodiversity 

Areas and Ramsar sites.
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Great Apes & expert inputs

• GN73. Special consideration should be given to great apes 
(gorillas, orangutans, chimpanzees and bonobos) due to their 
anthropological significance. Where great apes may potentially 
occur, the IUCN/Species Survival Commission (SSC) Primate 
Specialist Group (PSG) Section on Great Apes (SGA) must be 
consulted as early as possible to assist in the determination of 
the occurrence of great apes in the project’s area of influence. 
Any area where there are great apes is likely to be treated as 
critical habitat. Projects in such areas will be acceptable only in 
exceptional circumstances, and individuals from the IUCN/SSC 
PSG SGA must be involved in the development of any mitigation 
strategy.

• IFC encourages collaboration with IUCN experts in various 
ways: Advisors; Service providers; Reviewers; Implementing 
partners; Auditors; Raising concerns and gaps
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Public Disclosure



Questions

Thank you.

Please follow up with me: csavy@ifc.org
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