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Introduction 

 

International Finance Institutions (IFIs) are key stakeholders for driving and funding renewable 

energy infrastructure developments, particularly in emerging markets, and are valued members of 

the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) Energy Task Force 

(ETF). In recognition of the significant role that IFIs can play in ensuring appropriate safeguards for 

biodiversity and migratory species and the mutual benefits from facilitating engagement with IFIs 

and other stakeholders, the CMS ETF aims to increase the representation of IFIs within the CMS 

ETF, including ensuring membership from all geographical regions.  

 

To support the Geographic Expansion Strategy Plan, this document can be used as a tool to support 

IFI engagement with the CMS ETF and provides an overview outlining the benefits for IFIs from 

joining the CMS ETF and the potential opportunities for collaboration. 

 

 Key questions for discussion: 

● What are the mutual benefits of enhancing the cooperation between the CMS ETF and 
IFIs through the CMS ETF? 

● What could be the priority actions needed to enhance that cooperation? 

● Are there any themes that should be prioritised for such cooperation? 
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This document is to guide engagement between International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and the 

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) Energy Task 

Force (ETF).  

 

What is the CMS Energy Task Force? 

 

The CMS ETF is a multi-stakeholder platform that works towards reconciling renewable energy 

with the conservation of migratory species. There is widespread consensus that we need to 

rapidly scale up renewable energy to reach the goals of the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Paris Agreement. However, if renewable energy infrastructures are 

not deployed with adequate planning, siting, and design features, developments can harm migratory 

species and their habitats. As a result, the CMS ETF was established in 2015 in accordance with 

Resolution 11.27 (Rev. COP13) Renewable Energy and Migratory Species to minimise the impact 

of renewable energy infrastructure on migratory species. It brings together various stakeholders 

such as governments, multilateral environmental agreements, investors, the private sector, and non-

governmental organisations to achieve the objectives set under the Work Plan. 

 

The CMS ETF aims to:     

● Facilitate multi-stakeholder dialogue between the parties; 

● Promote and develop guidance and tools for the sustainable deployment or retrofitting of 

renewable energy infrastructures and powerlines; 

● Share and exchange information through webinars and disseminate best practice 

guidelines deploying renewable energy technologies;  

● Provide recommendations on how best to respond to specific problems; and 

● Deliver research to address knowledge gaps.  

                                                                                           

Opportunities for IFIs to collaborate with CMS ETF: 

1) Guidance and contribution 

● Attain guidance for investment in renewable energy development and technologies 

while prioritising biodiversity needs, specifically on conservation of migratory species;  

● Benefit from the CMS ETF’s scientific and technical expertise on mainstreaming 

biodiversity and conservation of migratory species in renewable energy development 

projects; 

● Contribute to developing universal guidelines for IFIs to harmonise the differences 

between projects in different countries and regions; and 

● Contribute to creating a database for impacts of wind energy sector on birds and bats. 

 

2) Access to tools and information 

● Access to a roster of regional experts or consultants on themes broadly under 

biodiversity conservation who can guide further on projects;   

● Access to the database on Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs including 

Cumulative Impact Assessments) and Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEAs) 

on wind and solar energy (https://www.qbif.org/); 

https://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/ETF1_Inf.3.pdf
https://www.cms.int/en/document/etf-work-plan-2021-2024
https://www.qbif.org/
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● Access to the various Working Groups, such as the Technical Working Group and the 

Powerline Working Group, along with influencing the discussions and decisions of the 

CMS ETF; 

● Access to datasets and tools, such as: 

- Critical Sites Network (CSN) Tool: Provides information on migratory waterbird 

species, their migratory routes, and the key wetland sites;  

- Migratory Soaring Bird (MSB) Sensitivity Mapping: A planning tool for wind energy 

sector;  

- Data Basin: A mapping and analysis platform to access thousands of scientifically 

grounded, biological, physical, and socio-economic datasets;  

- Avian Sensitivity Tool for Energy Planning (AVISTEP): A tool to identify where 

renewable energy could impact birds and should therefore be avoided; and  

- TransMit:  A toolkit for mitigating powerline-related avian mortality.  

 

3) Other potential opportunities 

● Influence the direction and delivery of the CMS ETF work plan in line with the objectives 

of both the CMS ETF and the IFIs; 

● The CMS ETF can facilitate and create opportunities for cooperation and coordination 

between governments, developers and IFIs;  

● Facilitate the inclusion of the CMS ETF goals into risk management frameworks, 

financial disclosure obligations and initiatives considered for Environmental, Social and 

Governance (ESG) criteria for business;  

● Facilitate the creation of a consensus between stakeholders on the definition of a green 

investment or green bond for renewable energy projects mainstreaming biodiversity 

conservation; and  

● Joint cooperation for training and capacity building programmes for government 

officials dealing with IFIs and the CMS provisions. 

 

Opportunities for the CMS ETF to benefit from engagement with IFIs: 

● IFIs can influence national policies by advocating with governments and facilitate 

discussions with government representatives on the CMS ETF; 

● IFIs can also assist governments of emerging markets and developing countries, in 

setting ambitions, pathways, priorities, policy frameworks, and norms and standards 

adhering to the principles of the CMS ETF; 

● IFIs can play a key role in helping to set in motion the transition to biodiversity-friendly 

renewable energy technologies through mandating safeguards and performance 

standards, streamlining due diligence processes and help in capacity building of 

governments; 

● IFIs can share their technical expertise and support governments in better planning, 

licensing, and monitoring of renewable energy projects with better enforcement of 

these standards and implementation of risk management frameworks; 

https://www.cms.int/en/page/critical-sites-network-csn-tool
https://www.cms.int/en/page/soaring-bird-sensitivity-map-planning-tool-wind-energy-and-other-sectors
https://www.cms.int/en/page/data-basin
https://avistep.birdlife.org/
http://datazone.birdlife.org/info/transmit
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● IFIs can provide technical support to NGOs and governments in the development or 

continuation of projects or shaping project pipelines through targeted project 

development support within the work plan of the CMS ETF; and 

● IFIs can help mobilise private investment/funding directly to projects through risk 

mitigation tools and approaches, they can act as intermediaries in blending finance 

from donor governments and investors to help scale up investments in renewable 

energy projects in CMS ETF Parties. 

 

What this collaboration would entail: 

● Creation of information packages, tools and guidelines on variety of topics related to 

nature-sensitive renewable energy deployment for ETF members; 

● Presentation at or hosting side-events at key global conventions, for instance at United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) COP, Convention on 

Biological Diversity (CBD) COP, CMS COP, International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) World Conservation Congress and UN General Assembly Biodiversity 

Summit; 

● Guide projects together conducted by partners within the ETF; 

● Track, engage and support, as appropriate, CBD and UNFCCC mainstreaming 

biodiversity agenda in the energy sector; 

● Promote ETF at key global and regional energy forums and summits, industry and 

consultation events for promotion of ETF activities, including international finance 

events, regional energy forums and international industry events; 

● Identify key funding priorities and opportunities for ETF member projects or help in 

establishing relation with potential donors to seek support for ETF activities. 
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Useful resources: 

 

1) Alder, Jacqueline; Castaño-Isaza, Juliana. Marine Spatial Planning for a Resilient and Inclusive 

Blue Economy: Key Considerations to Formulate and Implement Marine Spatial Planning 

(English). Washington, D.C.: World Bank Group. 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099813206062230702/IDU0afe34d600494f04ee00

9e8c0edf0292c1a96 

2) Bennun, L., van Bochove, J., Ng, C., Fletcher, C., Wilson, D., Phair, N. & Carbone, C. (2021) 

Mitigating biodiversity impacts associated with solar and wind energy development. Guidelines 

for project developers. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN and Cambridge UK: The Biodiversity 

Consultancy. https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49283 

3) Birdlife International (2015) Guidance on appropriate means of impact assessment of electricity 

power grids on migratory soaring birds in the rift valley / red sea flyway. Regional flyway facility. 

Amman, Jordan. https://migratorysoaringbirds.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/msb_guidance_-

impact_assessment_of_power_grids.pdf 

4) IFC (2023) Post-construction bird and bat fatality monitoring for onshore wind energy facilities 

in emerging market countries. Good practice handbook and decision support tool. International 

Finance Corporation. Washington DC. 

5) Martín Martín, J., Garrido López, J.R., Clavero Sousa, H. and Barrios, V. (eds.) (2022). Wildlife 

and power lines. Guidelines for preventing and mitigating wildlife mortality associated with 

electricity distribution networks. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN. 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2022-043-En.pdf 

6) Perrow, M. (2017) Wildlife and wind farms, conflicts and solutions. Volume 2. Onshore: 

Monitoring and mitigation. Pelagic Publishing, Exeter, UK. 

7) Perrow, M. (2019) Wildlife and wind farms, conflicts and solutions. Volume 4. Offshore: 

Monitoring and mitigation. Pelagic Publishing, Exeter, UK. 

8) RPS (2021) Electrocutions and collisions of birds in EU countries: The negative impact & best 

practices for mitigation. Raptor Protection of Slovakia (RPS) on behalf of Nature and Biodiversity 

Conservation Union/BirdLife Germany (NABU). Smith, J., Johnson, A., & Williams, R. (Year). 

Minimizing wildlife impacts for offshore wind energy development: Winning tradeoffs for seabirds 

in space and cetaceans in time. Journal of Renewable Energy, 10(3), 201-215. Retrieved from 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6516727/ 

9) SolarPower and BirdLife. (2022, October). Solar, Biodiversity, Land Use: Best Practice 

Guidelines. Retrieved from 

https://api.solarpowereurope.org/uploads/4222_SPE_Biodiversity_report_07_mr_09172d7230.

pdf 

10) The Biodiversity Consultancy. (2020, March). Solar energy and biodiversity. The Biodiversity 

Consultancy Resources. Retrieved from 

https://www.thebiodiversityconsultancy.com/fileadmin/uploads/tbc/Documents/Resources/Sola

r-energy-TBC-IBN-March-2020.pdf 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099813206062230702/IDU0afe34d600494f04ee009e8c0edf0292c1a96
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099813206062230702/IDU0afe34d600494f04ee009e8c0edf0292c1a96
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49283
https://migratorysoaringbirds.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/msb_guidance_-impact_assessment_of_power_grids.pdf
https://migratorysoaringbirds.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/msb_guidance_-impact_assessment_of_power_grids.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2022-043-En.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6516727/
https://api.solarpowereurope.org/uploads/4222_SPE_Biodiversity_report_07_mr_09172d7230.pdf
https://api.solarpowereurope.org/uploads/4222_SPE_Biodiversity_report_07_mr_09172d7230.pdf
https://www.thebiodiversityconsultancy.com/fileadmin/uploads/tbc/Documents/Resources/Solar-energy-TBC-IBN-March-2020.pdf
https://www.thebiodiversityconsultancy.com/fileadmin/uploads/tbc/Documents/Resources/Solar-energy-TBC-IBN-March-2020.pdf
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