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Monitoring illegal killing and taking of birds



• 25 million birds estimated to be illegally 
killed in Mediterranean countries each year

• Useful baseline from Mediterranean 
review, but good to repeat at intervals

• Need more accurate data, collected in 
systematic way to monitor this issue

• Very little monitoring of illegal killing 
underway in the Mediterranean

• Want to support BirdLife partners and 
others to improve this and help with tools

Background

http://www.birdlife.org/campaign/stop-
illegal-bird-killing

Doc. 7 to this meeting



Monitoring illegal killing and taking of birds

• Process

 Collect info on protocols currently implemented, on challenges and 

best-practices and on law enforcement

 Drafted guidelines for monitoring illegal killing and taking of birds 

in the Med

 Workshop in 2015 to discuss guidelines bringing together BirdLife

partners, with:

CMS

AEWA

FACE

IMPEL
EuroNatur

Participants to the IKB monitoring workshop © Dimitar Gradinarov



Making use of the monitoring guidelines

• The BirdLife illegal killing monitoring guidelines available as Doc 7 were originally 
conceived to support the work of Birdlife partners, but could have considerable 
relevance to other stakeholders and indeed other regions

• BirdLife is already piloting the use of the guidelines with BirdLife partners in the 
Mediterranean, including with Nature Conservation Egypt, who you will hear 
more from tomorrow

• If some or all of the content is considered by the Task Force to be potentially 
useful to Mediterranean governments and other stakeholders, we would be very 
happy to offer it for adoption or adaptation by this Task Force



Best Practice Guide

• Builds on the experiences of Mediterranean BirdLife Partners and other 
stakeholders

• Facilitate expansion of monitoring, increase the robustness of existing 
schemes, and support the development of a more coordinated approach 

• Encourages systematic monitoring, results comparable between years and 
areas

• Principle elements of each aspect of a monitoring scheme illustrated by a 
series of case studies



The Guide:

1. Provides a checklist of the minimum steps that should be considered in
monitoring the illegal killing and taking of birds.

2. Presents relevant sampling design and survey method considerations.

3. Presents overarching considerations related to monitoring of illegal killing and
taking of birds.

4. Describes recommended methods and detailed case studies with examples
of protocols currently implemented by BirdLife Partners.

5. Provides information on how to train, enthuse and communicate with a
network of surveyors.

6. Highlights some of the opportunities and considerations for using the
monitoring data for advocacy and communication

7. Lists some of the key references and relevant sources of additional
information.

Overview



Contents of best practice guide
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Case studies



Glossary of trap types

Horsehair snares 
used in Ardennes 
(France) © LPO 

Champagne-
Ardennes

Stone crush trap in Dalmatia 
(Croatia) © BIOM

Snap trap used in Brescia region 
(Italy) © LIPU



Useful experience and case studies could be 

gathered from members of this Task Force

Thanks to Dr. Saleem Hamadeh from Ministry of Environment, Lebanon



Developing a strategy to monitor illegal killing 

and taking of birds in Egypt



Evolution of the guidance  and pooling monitoring 

results

• Over time the guidance could be improved by incorporating new case studies 
as new monitoring schemes become operational, ensuring that everyone has 
the chance to learn from one another.

• Effective monitoring will be vital to test whether our efforts to address illegal 
killing, (at site, national or regional level) are being effective and which 
approaches are proving the most effective where.

• Pooling data from an increasing number of robust national monitoring 
schemes across the Mediterranean would mean that any review of illegal 
killing repeated in 5 or 10 years time should be able to draw on an 
increasingly accurate picture of illegal killing in the region.



Thank you to all of the national experts who 
contributed to this. Thanks too to the 

international experts including from the CMS 
family who helped add their experience to this 

guide.

This review was funded by an anonymous 
BirdLife donor.
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