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Seagrass and Dugong Technical Workshop  | Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 15-16 March 2017 
 

 
WORKSHOP REPORT 

Prepared by the Secretariat of the Dugong MOU 
 

 

Purpose  
 

1. The Seagrass and Dugong Technical Workshop was hosted by the Environment Agency – Abu 
Dhabi (EAD) together with Total, Total Abu Al Bukhoosh and the CMS Dugong MOU Secretariat. The 
purpose was to build capacity for seagrass and dugong conservation and to showcase the newly 
launched Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit.1 
 
2. The Technical Workshop was held at the Dusit Thani Hotel in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
from 15-16 March 2017, following on from the Third Meeting of Signatories (MOS3) to the Dugong 
MOU.2 The workshop was aimed at researchers, conservation practitioners and marine resource 
managers. Over 100 participants attended the two-day event with representatives from non-
government, inter-government, research and private sector organisations from 25 countries.  
 
3. The agenda for the Technical Workshop, along with other documents and presentations can be 
found on the Technical Workshop webpage.3 A List of Participants can be found at Annex 1 of this 
report.  
  
Objectives 
 

4. The objectives of the Seagrass and Dugong Technical Workshop were to: 
a. share perspectives and experiences to build capacity in fund-raising techniques for dugong 

and seagrass conservation; 
b. share experiences to build capacity in communications techniques and tools to enhance 

fundraising for dugong and seagrass conservation; 
c. showcase the Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit and demonstrate its application for 

dugong and seagrass research and for selecting techniques or tools most appropriate for 
monitoring and data collection; and 

d. offer hands-on instruction with experts to use the Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit 
and to apply it to local situations. 

 
 
 
 
 
* Reissued for technical reasons on 5 September 2017. 

                                                                                              
1 The Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit is available online at www.conservation.tools.  
2 www.cms.int/dugong/en/meeting/third-meeting-signatories-dugong-mou  
3 www.cms.int/dugong/en/meeting/seagrass-and-dugong-technical-workshop  

http://www.conservation.tools/
http://www.cms.int/dugong/en/meeting/third-meeting-signatories-dugong-mou
http://www.cms.int/dugong/en/meeting/seagrass-and-dugong-technical-workshop
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Technical Workshop Summary 

 
5. The Technical Workshop was facilitated by Mr. Simon Woodley of the CMS Dugong MOU’s 
Dugong Techical Group. Mr. Woodley welcomed participants to the workshop and invited Dr. Shaikha 
Salem Al Dhaheri, Executive Director, Terrestrial and Marine Biodiversity Sector, EAD to open the 
workshop on behalf of EAD, Total, Total Abu Al Bukhoosh and the Dugong MOU.  
 
6. The first session of the Technical Workshop, Fundraising Techniques for Dugong and Seagrass 
Conservation, was organised and led by Dr. Nicolas Pilcher and included presentations from Mr. Nicolas 
Heard – Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund, Mr. Roderic Mast – Oceanic Society, Ms. 
Sarah Fowler – Save Our Seas Foundation and Mr. Sultan Al Hajji – Total E&P UAE.  Dr. Pilcher also 
called upon  Mr. Rob Yordi – Seaworld Parks and Entertainment and Mr. Marcus Chandler – Occidental 
Oil and Gas International to briefly share their insights. This session provided valuable lessons and 
insights into ways of attracting and securing funds from private donors and funding bodies. 
 
7. The second session of the Technical Workshop, Communicating Successes, was also organised 
and led by Dr. Pilcher and included presentations from Ms. Tamara Withers – Emirates Wildlife Society-
WWF, Mr. Kirk Duthler – Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund and Mr. Reynante Ramilo – 
Community Centred Conservation (C3) Philippines. This session provided important guidance on ways 
of communicating an organisation’s success in delivering projects or conservation goals to potential 
donors and funding bodies to secure ongoing funding for dugong and seagrass conservation projects, 

and to better promote the work they are already doing. The three presentations given during this 

session provided different techniques and perspectives on communicating success.  
 
8. The final session of the first day of the workshop included an introduction to the Dugong and 
Seagrass Research Toolkit, with presentations from Professor Helene Marsh, Dr. Christophe Cleguer, 
Mr. Len McKenzie and Dr. Richard Unsworth. Professor Marsh provided a short overview of what to 
do with a live stranded dugong for rehab, rescue or release. Dr. Cleguer gave two presentations, one 
on the key considerations for undertaking dugong aerial surveys, and the second on current knowledge 
and tracking tools for measuring dugong movements. Mr. McKenzie and Dr. Unsworth gave a 
presentation on the key considerations for using the Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit for 
seagrass research.  
 
9. The second day of the Technical Workshop focused on the Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit. 
Participants were split into three groups and each group was taken through each of the three streams 
of the toolkit (dugong, seagrass, and human communities). The dugong stream was led by Professor 
Marsh and Dr. Cleguer, the seagrass stream by Mr. McKenzie and Dr. Unsworth, and the community 
stream by Dr. Tara Sayuri Whitty and Mr. Woodley. The Technical Advisors demonstrated how to use 
the Toolkit to choose tools and techniques suited to the participants’ own particular circumstances. 
More information on how to use the Toolkit is available in the User Guide.4 In this session participants 
also learned about some of the complexities and constraints inherent in collecting robust data for 
seagrass and dugong conservation including the need for comparable data sets, validation of results 
and the limitations of different tools and techniques.  
 
10. During the final session participants were firstly given the opportunity to ask the facilitators 
questions on any aspect of the earlier sessions and then were given a short presentation on seagrass 
mapping techniques by Mr. McKenzie. Throughout the sessions on the second day of the workshop, 
participants were asked to provide written feedback on the Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit. 

 
11. Mr. Woodley acknowledged the hard work that had gone into organising the Technical Workshop 
and developing the Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit. He thanked the presenters for providing 

                                                                                              
4 www.conservation.tools/user-guide/  

http://www.conservation.tools/user-guide/
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their expertise and the participants for their active involvement throughout the day, and officially 
closed the meeting at 17:30.  
 

Outcomes of the Technical Workshop  
 

12. The Technical Workshop aimed to enhance the capacity of the participants in fundraising 
techniques and principles such as knowing which donors to target and how to successfully raise funds 
for conservation, as well as in communicating successes in a way that would enhance fundraising for 
conservation.  
 
13. The Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit was showcased, as were a number of specific research 
tools and techniques including handling live stranded dugongs, aerial surveys, and satellite tracking. 
Participants were shown how to use the Research Toolkit and to refine their research questions to 
determine the most appropriate research tool or technique suited to their particular circumstances, 
before undertaking a project.  

 
14. The feedback received on the Toolkit was valuable to the Project Team and highlighted some 
possible areas of the Toolkit for improvement and/or clarification. Some feedback, such as typos, 
missing hyperlinks and unclear guidelines will be rectified by the developers of the toolkit. However 
other feedback, such as translation into other languages and adding new functions to the toolkit would 
require additional funding to address.  

 
Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit: Next Steps  
 
15. The Technical Advisors responsible for the Dugong and Research Toolkit will review the feedback 
received during the Technical Workshop and identify what can be addressed quickly and at a no/low 
cost. In addition to this, the entire Toolkit will be reviewed by members of the Dugong Technical Group 
to ensure consistency and ease of use.  
 
16. Dugong and seagrass conservationists are encouraged to promote the Dugong and Seagrass 
Research Toolkit amongst their networks and utilise it in planning their future research projects. The 
Toolkit can also be used to assist with grant applications and assessments as it can help to identify the 
most appropriate tools and techniques to answer a research question, considering cost, expertise and 
scale.  

 
17. The CMS Dugong MOU Secretariat will work with the Project Partners to identify future sources 
of funding in order to continue refining the Dugong and Seagrass Research Toolkit and addressing the 
feedback received to date. 
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Annex 1 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

BAHRAIN 
Ms. Haifaa Abdulhalim 
Tabe'a Programme Manager 
Nature World Heritage in Arab States 
IUCN - World Heritage Programme 
Manama 
Email: haifaa.abdulhalim(at)iucn.org 
 
Dr. Khawla Almuhanedi 
Board Member 
Supreme Council for Environment 
Riffa 
Email: khawla.almuhannadi(at)gmail.com 
 
ERITREA 
Mr. Tekle Mengstu 
Director 
Research Division 
Ministry of Marine Resources 
Massawa 
Email: delutekle(at)gmail.com 
 
FRANCE 
Ms. Amelie Lougsami 
Deputy Counsellor 
Embassy of France to the UAE 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: amelie.lougsami(at)diplomatie.gouv.fr 
 
INDIA 
Ms. Nisha D’Souza 
Small Grants Officer 
IUCN India 
New Delhi 
Email: DSouzaN(at)iucn.org 
 
Ms. Devanshi Kukadia 
Project Fellow 
Endangered Species Management 
Wildlife Institute of India 
Dehradun 
Email: devanshikukadia(at)gmail.com 
 
Dr. Edward JK Patterson 
Director 
Suganthi Devadason Marine Research Institute 
Tuticorin 
Email: edwardjkpatterson(at)sdmri.in 
 
Dr. Yugraj Yadava 
Director 
Bay of Bengal Programme  
Chennai 
Email: yugraj.yadava(at)bobpigo.org 
 

INDONESIA 
Ms. Sekar Mira Herandarudewi  
Researcher 
 RCO-LIPI (Research Center for Oceanography 
Indonesian Institute of Sciences)  
Jakarta  
Email: rrsekarmira(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Juraij Poernomo Taha 
Researcher 
Indonesian Seagrass Foundation 
Bandung 
Email: juraijbwz(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Setiono 
Section Head of Biodiversity Conservation 
Directorate for Marine Conversation and 
Biodiversity  
Ministry of Marine Affairs  
Jakarta 
Email: setionoa38(at)gmail.com 
 
KENYA 

Dr. Mohamed Omar Said 
Head - Wetlands and Marine Conservation 
Kenya Wildlife Service 
Nairobi 
Email: msaid26474(at)me.com 
 
KUWAIT 
Prof. Magdy El-Alwany 
Marine Biodiversity Expert 
Regional Organization for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment (ROPME) 
Kuwait 
Email: magdy.alwany(at)ropme.org 
 
MADAGASCAR 
Mr. Ny Aina Pradon Andrianarivelo 
Partnerships & Policy Manager 
Blue Ventures Conservation 
Antananarivo 
Email: nyaina(at)blueventures.org 
 
Ms. Miora Andriamanohisoa Raveloson 
Head of service of Marine Biodiversity 
Conservation 
Secretary of State in Charge of the Sea 
Antananarivo 
Email: andrimiora(at)yahoo.fr 
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MADAGASCAR 
Ms. Lalarisoa Rakotoarimino 
Programme Coordinator 
Conservation Centrée sur la Communauté 
Antananarivo 
Email: lala(at)c-3.org.uk 
 
Mr. Isaia Raymond 
MG4-COSAP (Comité d’Orientation et Soutien à 
l’Aire Protegée) Project Manager 
Antsohihy 
Email: isaiaraymond(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Fanazava Rijasoa 
Director of Ocean Preservation 
Secretary of State in Charge of the Sea 
Antananarivo 
Email: rijafanazava(at)yahoo.fr 
 
MALAYSIA 
Mr. Nazirul Amin Azmi 
Community Liaison Officer 
Reef Check Malaysia 
Kuala Lumpur 
Email: nazirul(at)reefcheck.org.my 
 
Mr. James Bali 
Biologist (Marine) 
Protected Areas & Biodiversity Conservation 
Sarawak Forestry Corporation   
Kuching 
Email: jamesbali(at)sarawakforestry.com 
 
Mr. Abd Muntalib Juli 
Director of Research and Resources Inventory 
Division 
Department of Marine Park Malaysia 
Putrajaya 
Email: muntalib(at)nre.gov.my 
 
Mr. Syed Abdullah Syed Abdul Kadir 
Director of Sea Turtle and Marine Endangered 
Species Research Center 
Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
Dungun 
Email: syedjohor(at)gmail.com 
 
Ms. Sophie Lee 
Member 
The MareCet Research Organization 
Shah Alam 
Email: leesophie91(at)gmail.com 
 
Dr. Leela Rajamani Ramnath Rajamani 
 Senior Lecturer Centre for Marine and Coastal 
Studies  
Universiti Sains Malaysia  
Email: leelarajamani(at)usm.my 
 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Mr. Anselmo Gaspar 
Senior Officer 
National Directorate of Environment 
Department of Environmental Management 
Maputo 
Email: anselmogaspar(at)yahoo.com.br 
 
Dr. Almeida Guissamulo 
Officer at the Natural History Museum 
Eduardo Mondlane University 
Maputo 
Email: almeida.guissamulo(at)hotmail.com 
 
MYANMAR 
Mr. Maung Maung Lwin  
Deputy Director 
Department of Fisheries 
Nay Pyi Taw 
Email: akthar.mgmglwin(at)gmail.com 
 
PALAU 
Mr. Percy Rechelluul 
Fisheries Technician 
Bureau of Marine Resources 
Koror 
Email: pbrechelluul(at)gmail.com 
 
PHILIPPINES 
Mr. Reynante V Ramilo 
Programme Coordinator 
Community Centred Conservation (C3) 
Busuanga 
Email: rey(at)c-3.org.uk 
 
Ms. Yoko Ramos 
Philippine Embassy 
Email: yoko_ramos(at)yahoo.com 
 
Mr.  Anson Tagtag 
Chief of Wildlife Resources Division 
Biodiversity Management Bureau  
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Quezon City 
Email: anson_tagtag(at)yahoo.com; 
wrd(at)bmb.gov.ph 
 
QATAR 
Mr. Mohammed Almarri 
Biology Expert 
Head of Wildlife Section  
Ministry of Municipality and Environment 
Email: mmmarri(at)mme.gov.qa  
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QATAR  
Dr. J. Jed Brown 
Resarch Assistant Professor 
Enviornmental Conservation 
Centre for Sustainable Development 
Qatar University 
Doha 
Email: Jbrown(at)qu.edu.qa 
 
Dr. Chris Warren 
Environmental Research Lead 
ExxonMobil Research Qatar 
Doha 
Email: christopher.s.warren(at)exxonmobil.com 
 
SAUDI ARABIA 
Mr. Tareq Alqhtani 
Researcher Wealth of Fish 
Marine Studies and Research 
Riyadh 
Email: tareq2700(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Zuhair Al Mobarak 
Marine Studies and Research 
Saudi Wildlife Authority 
Email: Z.almubarak(at)swa.gov.sa 
 
Mr. Tariq Al Omari 
Animal Resources Researcher 
Riyadh 
Email: tariq.pme(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Khalid Al-Shaikh 
Director of Jubail Marine Wildlife Sanctuary 
Monitoring Department 
Jubail industrial city    
Email: kalshaikh(at)hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Anas Sambas 
Chief Specialist of Environmental Protection 
Saudi Wildlife Authroity 
Riyadh 
Email:  sambas(at)swa.gov.sa 
 
SEYCHELLES 
Dr. Frauke Fleischer-Dogley 
Chief Executive Officer 
Seychelles Islands Foundation 
Victoria 
Email: ceo(at)sif.sc 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Ms. Isabelle Sindizwa Nunes da Costa 
Bazaruto Dugong Protection Project 
Source to Sea Programme 
Endagered Wildlife Trust 
Cape Town 
Email: isabelleg(at)ewt.org.za 
 

SRI LANKA 
Dr. Tharaka Prasad Gajadeera Arachchige 
Director Wildlife Health 
Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Battaramulla 
Email: tharakaprasad(at)yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Himali Purnima Kithsiri Kahavita   
Programme Officer 
Sri Lanka Turtle Conservation Project 
Panadura 
Email: hpurnima(at)yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Thushan Kapurusinghe 
Project Leader 
Sri Lanka Turtle Conservation Project 
Panadura 
Email: kjthushan(at)yahoo.co.uk 
 
Mr. Ranil P. Nanayakkara 
Co-founder/Principle Scientist 
BEAR (Biodiversity Education And Research) 
Colombo 
Email: ranil(at)bearsl.org 
 
Dr. Vasantha Pahalawattaarachchi 
Principal Scientist 
National Aquatic Resources Research and 
Development Agency 
Colombo 
Email: vasalanka(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Kahatagode Gedara Shantha Weerasinghe 
Assistant Director  
Department of Wildlife Conservation  
Battaramulla  
Email: shantha29weera(at)gmail.com 
 
Ms. Geeganage Shyama Wijekulasuriya 
Treasurer/Accountant  
Sri Lanka Turtle Conservation Project  
Panadura  
Email: wijekulasuriyashyama(at)yahoo.com 
 
SUDAN 
Mr. Nasreldeen Mohamed Elamin Elhassan  
Manager 
Marine Reserves  
Wildlife Conservation General Administration  
Khartoum 
Email: delta.server(at)yahoo.com 
 
SWITZERLAND 
Ms. Sarah Fowler 
Scientific Advisor 
Save our Seas Foundation 
Geneva 
Email: sarah(at)saveourseas.com 
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TANZANIA 
Dr. Milali E. Machumu 
Manager 
Marine Parks and Reserves Unit 
Dar es Salaam 
Email: milalimachumu(at)gmail.com 
 
THAILAND 
Mr. Kongkiat Kittiwattanawong 
Chief of Endangered Species 
Department of Marine and Coastal Resources/ 
Phuket Marine Biological Center 
Phuket 
Email: kkongkiat(at)gmail.com 
 
Ms. Maneewan Sanlee 
Coordinator 
Save Andaman Network Foundation 
Trang 
Email: dawan_jear(at)hotmail.com 
 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Ms. Nessrine Alzahlawi 
Unit Head  
Biodiversity Policy 
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: ness.zahlawi(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Mohanned Awadalkareem 
Intern 
Environmental Information and Science Outreach 
Management 
Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: m.awadalkareem(at)hotmail.com  
 
Mr. Winston Cowie 
Section Manager 
Marine Policy – Regulations and Planning 
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: winston.cowie(at)ead.ae  
 
Dr. Himansu S Das 
Unit Head 
Marine Threatened Species and Habitats  
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Email: hsdas(at)ead.ae 
 
Mr. Edwin Grandcourt 
Section Manager 
Marine Assessment and Conservation  
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: egrandcourt(at)ead.ae 
 

Ms. Maitha Al Hameli 
Specialist 
Marine Threatened Species and Habitats 
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: maitha.alhameli(at)ead.ae 
 
Ms. Shamsa Al Hameli 
Assistant Scientist Fisheries 
Terrestrial & Marine Biodiversity 
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: Shamsa.AlHameli(at)ead.ae 
 
Dr. Rima Jabado 
Fisheries Scientist 
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: rima.jabado(at)ead.ae 
 
Ms. Amna Al Mansoori 
Analyst 
Marine Biodiversity Policy 
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: amna.almansoori(at)ead.ae 
 
Ms. Hassina Ali 
Biologist, Biodiversity Departement 
Ministry of Climate Change and Environment   
Dubai 
Email: hachihi(at)moccae.gov.ae 
 
Mr. Obaid Ali Alshamsi 
Biologist  
Ministry of Climate Change and Environment 
Dubai 
Email: oaalshamsi(at)moccae.gov.ae 
 
Ms. Muna Al Shamsi 
Minsitry of Climate and Environment 
Dubai 
Email : munaalshamisi(at)moccae.gov.ae 
 
Ms. Nahla Noobi 
Ministry of Climate Change and Environment 
United Arab Emirates 
Email: nanoobi(at)moccae.gov.ae  
 
Mr. Jeruel Aguhob 
Principal Nature Conservation Officer 
Natural Resources Conservation Section, 
Environment Department, Dubai Municipality 
Dubai 
Email: jcaguhob(at)dm.gov.ae 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Mr. Mohamed Ali Hashim  
Principle Environment Officer  
Environment/Natural Resources Conservation 
Section 
Dubai Municipality 
Dubai 
Email: mahussain(at)dm.gov.ae 
 
Mr. Esmat Elhassan 
Senior Nature Conservation Officer 
Natural Resources Conservation Section 
Environment Department 
Dubai Municipality 
Dubai 
Email: eemhassan(at)dm.gov.ae 
 
Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Eltayeb  
Environmental Studies and Research Specialist  
Dubai Municipality 
Dubai 
Email: mmeltayeb(at)dm.gov.ae 
 
Dr. Junid N. Shah 
Senior Nature Conservation Officer 
Natural Resources Conservation Section 
Environment Department 
Dubai Municipality 
Dubai 
Email: jnshah(at)dm.gov.ae 
 
Mr. Belal Mohamed Saleh Abbas  
Team Leader 
Marine Environment Rehabilitation 
Marine Development 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: belal_saleh2002(at)yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Yasser M. Awadallah 
Specialist, Monitoring & EIA 
Marine Environment Development/HS&E Unit 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) 
Abu Dhabi  
Email: yabuaisha(at)adnoc.ae 
 
Ms. Azhar Almessabi 
Intern 
GEF-5 Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project 
Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: azharitto(at)hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Kirk W. Duthler  
Communication Manager 
GEF-5 Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project 
Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund 
Abu Dhabi 
Email:  kduthler(at)mbzfund.org 

 
Mr. Nicolas Heard 
Head of Fund Management 
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: nheard(at)mbzfund.org 
 
Ms. Maya Todorova  
Project Coordinator GEF-5 Dugong and Seagrass 
Conservation Project Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates Email: mbankova(at)mbzfund.org 
 
Ms. Mariam Yacout 
Project Associate 
GEF-5 Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project 
Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: myacout(at)mbzfund.org 
 
Ms. Marina Antonopoulou 
Marine Programme Leader 
Emirates Wildlife Society-WWF 
Dubai 
Email: mantonopoulou(at)ewswwf.ae 
 
Dr. Jimena Rodriguez 
Project Manager  
Marine Turtle Conservation 
Emirates Wildlife Society-WWF 
Dubai 
Email: jrodriguez(at)ewswwf.ae 
 
Ms. Tamara Withers 
Corporate Sustainability Manager 
Business Development  
Emirates Wildlife Society-WWF 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: twithers(at)ewswwf.ae 
 
Mr. Marcus Chandler 
Health, Environment and Safety (HES) Manager 
Occidental Oil & Gas International 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: marcus_chandler(at)oxy.com 
 
Dr. Maha Ebeid 
Faculty, General Studies 
The Higher Colleges of Technology 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: maha.ebeid(at)hct.ac.ae 
 
Mr. Sultan Al Hajji 
Vice President and Chief Strategy Officer 
Total E&P UAE 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: sultan.al-hajji(at)total.com 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Ms. Kiran Maya 
Monarch Ltd. 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: kiranmayi_t(at)hotmail.com  
 
Ms. Noura Al Mansoori 
Research Assistant 
Marine Biology 
New York University Abu Dhabi (NYUAD) 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: Nam14(at)nyu.edu  
 
Mr. Tarek Mohamed 
Marine Environment Specialist 
Environment Monitoring Unit 
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: tarek_abubakr(at)hotmail.com 
 
Dr. Ada Natoli 
Researcher 
UAE Dolphin Project 
Dubai 
Email: ada.natoli(at)uaedolphinproject.org 
 
Ms. Tamara Noori 
Monarch Ltd. 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: tamara_noori73(at)yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Amgad El Shaffai 
Ecosystem Rehabilitation Specialist 
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: aelshaffai(at)yahoo.com 
 
Dr. Roxanne Whelan 
Research Assistant 
UAE University 
Email: roxy_whelan(at)yahoo.co.uk 
 

Ms. Arabella Willing 
Community Engagement and Activities 
Park Hyatt 
Abu Dhabi 
Email: arabella.willing(at)hyatt.com 
 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Mr. Paul Cooper 
IT Developer 
IntexDesign 
London 
Email: paul(at)intexdesign.net 
 
UNITED STATES 
Mr. Roderic Mast 
President and CEO 
Oceanic Society 
Washington 
Email: mast(at)oceanicsociety.org 
 
Mr. Rob Yordi 
Zoological Director 
SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment 
Orlando 
Email: robert.yordi(at)seaworld.com 
 

VANUATU 

Mr. Jayven Ham 
Fisheries Biologist 
Vanuatu Department of Fisheries 
Port Vila 
Email: jham(at)vanuatu.gov.vu 
 
Mr. Douglas Koran 
Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project Officer 
Vanuatu Environmental Science Society 
Port Vila 
Email: dglskoran45(at)gmail.com 
 
Dr. Christina Shaw  
CEO 
Vanuatu Environmental Science Society 
Port Vila 
Email: vess(at)vanuatuconservation.org 
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DUGONG TECHNICAL GROUP AND WORKSHOP FACILITATORS 
 
Dr. Christophe Cleguer 
Post-Doctoral Fellow 
James Cook University 
Townsville, Australia 
Email: christophe.cleguer(at)my.jcu.edu.au 
 
Prof. Helene Marsh 
Dean of Graduate Research 
James Cook University 
Townsville, Australia 
Email: helene.marsh(at)jcu.edu.au 
 
Mr. Len McKenzie 
Principal Researcher 
James Cook University 
Smithfield, Australia 
Email: hq(at)seagrasswatch.org 
 

Dr. Nicolas Pilcher 
Executive Director 
Marine Research Foundation 
Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia 
Email: npilcher(at)mrf-asia.org 
 
Dr Richard Unsworth 
Lecturer 
Swansea University 
Swansea, United Kingdom 
Email: r.k.f.unsworth(at)swansea.ac.uk 
 
Dr. Tara Sayuri Whitty 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
Scripps Institute of Oceanography 
University of California 
San Diego, United States of America 
Email : tara.whitty(at)gmail.com 
 
Mr. Simon Woodley 
Director 
S & J Woodley Pty Ltd 
Perth, Australia 
Email: sjwoodley(at)iinet.net.au 

 
DUGONG MOU SECRETARIAT 

 
Mr. Lyle Glowka  
Executive Coordinator  
CMS Office - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Email: lyle.glowka(at)cms.int  
 
Dr. Donna Kwan 
Programme Management Officer 
Dugong MOU Secretariat 
CMS Office - Abu Dhabi 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Email: donna.kwan(at)cms.int  
 
Ms. Samantha Matthews  
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