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Background

CITES COP19 (2022) Decision

19.205 Subject to external funding, the Secretariat shall, in collaboration with African lion range States, the 
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and, 
as appropriate, taking into consideration the joint CITES-CMS African Carnivores Initiative and the 
Guidelines for the Conservation of Lions in Africa in information document CoP18 Inf. 10: 

c) support capacity-building in African lion conservation and management including where appropriate, in 
the making of non-detriment findings by range States according to Resolution Conf. 16.7 (Rev. CoP17) 
on Non-detriment findings and the implementation of Resolution Conf. 17.9 on Trade in hunting 
trophies of species listed in Appendix I or II; 



Background

Activities:

IUCN will undertake the following activities:

A1. Conduct a review of available documents and scientific literature on the making on non-detriment 
findings for African lion and draft an outline of the NDF guidance document and a detailed process 
for the consultation of range States taking into consideration Resolution Conf. 16.7 (Rev. CoP17) on 
Non-detriment findings and Resolution Conf. 17.9 on Trade in hunting trophies of species listed in 
Appendix I or II;

A2. Consult with range States at the second range State meeting of the CITES-CMS African Carnivore 
Initiative (ACI) on the outline and approach of the NDF guidance document;

A3.  Prepare draft NDF guidance and consult range States based on agreed process;

A4. Taking into account the feedback received from African lion range States and experts, draft a written 
guidance document on the making of non-detriment findings for African lions.

Deadline 30 June 2023 → considered at NDF Workshop in December 2023
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Deliverables: 

a) Deliverable 1: A report that contain a preliminary list of available documents and scientific articles 
reviewed to draft the NDF guidance, the draft outline of the NDF guidance document and the detailed 
process for the consultation of African lion range States.

b) Deliverable 2: Report that includes the draft guidance document on the making of non-detriment 
findings (NDFs) for trade in specimens of African lions and a summary of the consultation process with 
African lion range States that includes key aspects raised by range States and addressed in the draft 
guidance produced.

Commissioned: IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group and Endangered Wildlife Trust 



Procedure

Product (Report): 

1. Annotated bibliography of relevant publications and reports useful for making of NDFs for Lion

2. Guidance on NDF reports for Lion based on (1) available NDFs for Lions, (2) similar/comparable guidelines 
for other species, and (3) recommendations/information form Lion Range States institutions

Consultation process: 

• Consultation Lion Range States CITES Scientific Authorities: ACI Meeting, CITES Notification to Parties

• Discussion/consideration at NDF Workshop in December 2023 

• Revision according to Range States input/comments received at NDF Workshop (to be defined) 
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Consultation Lion Range States: 

➢ Lion NDFs are not public, so …

• no overview on what is done and how it is done, and 

• very few case studies available 

➢ Inquiry to Range States CITES Scientific Authorities about Lion NDFs (→ Notification CITES Secretariat)

• Questionnaire on NDFs on lions to capture experience of Range Countries
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Procedure

Consultation Lion Range States: 

➢ Lion NDFs are not public, so …

• no overview on what is done and how it is done, and 

• very few case studies available 

➢ Inquiry to Range States CITES Scientific Authorities about Lion NDFs (→ Notification CITES Secretariat)

• Questionnaire on NDFs on lions to capture experience of Range Countries

• Notification from CITES Secretariat in E, F

➢ Please share any comments on the questionnaire and/or approach with the CITES Secretariat or with 
the IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group. Further consultation will take place as the time frame allows it. 

Thank you! 
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