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INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT

1. A draft agreemenamorg the United Nations, the Government of the Federal Republic of
Germaly ard the Secretaritiof the Conventiom on the Conservatia of Migratory Specia of Wild

Animals establishing aheadquartesfor the Convention Secretarigtwas transmitted to the German
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Joschla Fischer on 25 Octobe 1999.

2. The draft CMS/HQA has its bassk in the headquarteragreement for the United Nations
Volunteesard closel resembletheheadquartes agreementsalready in existencefor thesecretariats
of the United Natiors Framewok Conventia on Climate Chang (UNFCCQ and Conventia to
Comba Desertificatimmn (UNCCD), respectively Finalisation of a CMS/HQA has sufferad from a
variety of unanticipatd delaysand evel effort isnow being mack to bring the matte to conclusion.

3. It should berecallal tha the Conventiom Secretarihhas been haosted in the FederdRepublic
of Germaly pursuamto aseries of Notes Verbak tha wereinitially exchangd betiveen UNEP and
the Governmenduring 1984 ard later amendd during 1989 In addition to thisunique background,
anumbe of othe specidaspedt regardirgthe Conventim Secretarighawve taken longe to clarify
or resole than expected Thes include the legd effed of the earlie exchang of letters between
UNEP ard the German Governmenregardirg the Conventim Secretariatexecutiam of a bilateral
or tripartite agreementquestions abou the juridical personality ard legd competene of the
Conventim Secretariat future applicability of the CMS/HQA to CMS Agreemert Secretaria
permanetand rent-free tenure retroactive applicatian of the agreementand possibé necessit for
an exchang of notes which supplemergthe draft CMS/HQA.

4, Recognizig tha the Conventim Secretaribhas for anumbe of yeas enjoyeal defacto legal
personality on the nationa level, the United Natiors Office for Legd Affairs and UNEP have
advised for the avoidane of any doubt tha a decisia alorg the lines of othe Conventios (e.g.,
UNFCQC ard CCD) shoud be expressy adoptel by the respectie competenhbody, tha is the
Standirg Committes or the Conferene of the Parties conferrirg juridical personaly ard legal
capaciy on the Conventimm Secretariat For the® reasons, a drat Resolutiom 6.8, "Juridical
personaliy and privileges ard immunities of the Conventio Secretaridthas been preparé by the
CMS Secretarinand is attache hereto.

5. Within tha sane draft resolution, the COP is requestd to authoriz the Convention
Secretaritand the Executive Directar of UNEPto takethe action necessarto conclude and signthe
headquarteragreement The COP is further requestd to authoriz the Standirg Committee to act
onits behalf in the evert further input in relation to the headquarteragreementext is required.
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