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THE ADDIS ABABA DECLARATION FOR GLOBAL
CHEETAH CONSERVATION

Global Cheetah Summit, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 31 January 2024

The cheetah, the world’s fastest land animal, is under grave threat and rapidly heading
towards extinction in much of its remaining range. It has disappeared from over 90% of its
historic distribution and fewer than 7500 mature individuals remain in the wild, with key
threats including habitat loss, conflict with people, poaching of prey, illegal killing and
trafficking for the exotic pettrade. There is a clear and urgent need for effective conservation
action.

The signatories to this Declaration - all of whom attended the 2024 Global Cheetah Summit,
organized by the Cheetah Conservation Fund, Hosted by the Ethiopian Wildlife
Conservation Authority and Sponsored by NEOM and the Royal Commission for AlUla -
recognize the immense efforts invested by many stakeholders in cheetah conservation to
date. These stakeholders include, but are not limited to, local communities, regional and
national Governments, Intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations, IUCN
Specialist Groups, ex-situ institutions, donors, and researchers, with some important
successes. It is important to continue supporting and where possible expanding those
efforts, particularly around resolving human-wildlife conflict, tackling illegal trade, law
enforcement, supporting community-based conservation, and incentivising the
conservation of cheetahs, their prey and habitats.

Yet despite these efforts, many cheetah populations continue to decline or go unmonitored.
For more successful cheetah conservation, we need to do more, and do it differently. While
change is needed in many areas, herein we focus on specific areas where tangible actions
within the next two years could inform and enable more effective cheetah conservation.

The signatories recognize the Joint CITES-CMS African Carnivores Initiative
(https://www.cms.int/node/14630) and the CMS Central Asian Mammals Initiative
(https://www.cms.int/cami/) as platforms for conservationists and Range States to interact and
jointly plan and implement activities to conserve cheetahs across their range. We
recommend that wherever possible, those Initiatives are used to implement the below-
mentioned key activities.

Need 1 - Strengthen conservation engagement beyond conservationists

To date, most conservation action planning discussions have focused on the needs and
views of conservationists and wildlife agencies, but effective responses to most threats are
beyond the remit of those groups alone. Conservationists also often struggle to make a
wider compelling case for cheetah conservation that specifically aids Governments,
businesses, local communities and other groups to achieve their own desired goals.



In addition to supporting existing conservation initiatives, we support taking the following
specific actions within two years:

¢ Identify key stakeholder groups which have been insufficiently included in cheetah
conservation planning, such as indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLC),
oftenin rural areas; land use planners; climate change vulnerability, adaptation and
mitigation experts; human migration and humanitarian experts; conflict and
peacebuilding experts; businesses and potential donors; and Government
departments beyond wildlife agencies.

o Identify key contacts within those groups whom we could actively engage in dialogue
and action.

e Convene asummitaimed at beginning a process to understand how the stakeholder
groups above view cheetah conservation, and what opportunities could build bridges
for more effective, integrated strategies that support conservation as well as human
development.

o Initiate regional top-level meetings, based on each subspecies of cheetah, for top
governmental decision-makers to discuss conservation priorities, harmonise
activities, and commit to further cheetah conservation actions in that region.

e For at least two cheetah population complexes, work with business experts and
other relevant stakeholders to develop a strategic business case for more
effectively conserving those populations, in language that speaks to the priorities of
groups beyond conservationists.

Need 2 - Agree on rangewide priorities and a collective strategic plan

Regional and some national action plans for cheetahs exist, but they rarely seem to lead to
sufficient action on the ground. There is no globally agreed species-level plan for prioritizing
action with clearly agreed and measurable targets. Whereas many populations are well
known, even basic information is lacking for some populations (e.g., in the Horn of Africa
and North-West Africa). Species such as the tiger have benefited from joint approaches
where NGOs and Governments have collectively identified key priorities and taken targeted
action to achieve them. This approach would enable more strategic and impactful
conservation of the cheetah and the ecosystems in which they occur.

In addition to supporting existing conservation initiatives, we support taking the following
specific actions within two years:

e Conduct a status/progress review of all existing cheetah-related action plans to
assess which action points have seen tangible progress, and which have not. This
review should identify recommendations that seem hardest to implement, the
specific barriers to implementation, and which actions could tackle those barriers.

e Conduct a rangewide prioritization analysis, similar to that conducted for African
wild dogs, to identify conservation priority and conservation likelihood scores of each
remaining cheetah population.



Based on the prioritisation, identify at least one cheetah population with important
conservation value but low levels of current investment, and collaborate to improve
conservation actions in that population

Convene discussions to learn from the_Tigers Forever approach and assess the
potential for a Cheetahs Forever model to identify and act upon the highest-priority
threats.

Need 3 - Understand resource needs and identify potential opportunities

Financial and human resources for cheetah conservation are currently limited. There is a
need to consider where financial resources should best be allocated, how they can best
incentivise Governments and local communities to conserve cheetahs and their habitats,
and how they can best be used to leverage increased global funding for cheetah
conservation. There is also a need to build conservation leadership and action capacity
rangewide, particularly in and around priority cheetah populations.

In addition to supporting existing conservation initiatives, we support taking the following
specific actions within two years:

Conduct a resource allocation analysis for remaining cheetah populations, to
identify which conservation outcomes would be realistic to achieve under different
funding scenarios.

Convene an inclusive working group to consider how novel financing mechanismes,
such as biodiversity credits, could have potential for cheetah conservation,
particularly by incentivising local communities to conserve wildlife.

Invest in targeted conservation capacity building and leadership programmes in
and around at least four key cheetah populations.

Establish a Cheetah Grant Programme, similar to the Snow Leopard Network or
Pallas’s Cat Small Grant, to support grassroot individuals/groups working on
cheetah conservation across its range based on the conservation priorities outlined
under Need 2.

Conduct regular knowledge exchange and/or training programmes (online or in
person), to develop an inclusive learning environment for conservationists, local
communities and other stakeholders



This Declaration is endorsed by:

Professor Laurie Marker, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Professor Amy Dickman, Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, University of Oxford
Kumara Wakjira, Director General of Ethiopia Wildlife Conservation Authority
Vance G Martin, Wilderness Foundation Global

Robert Douglas Muir, NEOM

Professor Emily Mitchell, University of Pretoria

Professor Yadvendradev Jhala, Wildlife Institute of India

Dr Mohammad Farhadinia, University of Oxford and University of Kent

Dr. James Danoff-Burg, The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens

Dr. Axel Moehrenschlager, Panthera / IUCN SSC Conservation Translocation Specialist Group

Dr. Charlotte E. Searle, Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, University of Oxford
Professor Claudio Sillero, University of Oxford / IUCN SSC Canid Specialist Group
Dr. Alexander Sliwa, EAZA Felid TAG, Cologne Zoo

Matti Tweshiningilwa Nghikembua, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Dr. Misgana Amenu, Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority Health Service

Dr. Tim Woodfine, Sahara Conservation

Dr. David Mallon, IUCN SSC Antelope Specialist Group

Dr. Lovemore Sibanda, Cheetah Conservation Project Zimbabwe

Dr. Mekbeb Tessema, Biodiversity Consultant, Ethiopian Wildlife Cons. Think Tank
Dan Beetem, The Wilds/C2S2

Sarah Forsyth, Curator of Mammals, ZSL.

Dr. Kelsey Brown, The Metapopulation Initiative

Mary Wykstra, MEM, Action for Cheetahs in Kenya

Dr. Elena Chelysheva, Director, Mara Meru Cheetah Project, Kenya

Sean McKeown, Director, EEP Northern Cheetah Coordinator, Fota Wildlife Park, Ireland
Dr. Simeneh Admasu Namaga, Biodiversity and Forest Program in Ethiopia

Dr Jorgelina Marino, Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, University of Oxford

Dr Frederic Launay, Panthera

Cherie Schroff, Tsavo Cheetah Project, Felidae Conservation Fund

Morteza Pourmirzai, Iranian Cheetah Society

Mikala Lauridsen, TRAFFIC International East Africa

Atie Taktehrani, Iranian Cheetah Society

Paul Lado Demetry, Ag. Director for Biodiversity-Focal Point for the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), Ministry of Environment and Forestry, South Sudan

Kaveh Hobeali, Iranian Cheetah Society

Navid Gholikhani, Iranian Cheetah Society

Dr. Bogdan Cristescu, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Abdimalik Hussein Mohamed, Somali Regional Veterinary Association (SORVA)
Dr. Shira Yashphe, Cheetah Conservation Fund



Stijn Verschueren, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Jess Sorrentino, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Teresia Robitschko, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Professor Karen Terio, University of lllinois

Kafi Nidamudin Adam, Ministry of Environment, Range and Climate Change, Puntland, Somalia
Richard R. Muhabwe, Uganda Wildlife Authority

Fiesta Warinwa, Agile Foundation

Dr. Anne Schmidt-Kuentzel, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Abdoulkarimou Elh SAMNA, Cheetah Conservation Initiative, Niger

Dr. Joerg Melzheimer, Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research

KPETERE Josué, Direction Générale des Eaux, Foréts et Chasse; Bénin

Lona Nalurit Darius Gore-Ministry of Wildlife Conservation and Tourism/Republic of South
Sudan

Abdirashid Artan Abdirahman- Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, Federal
Government of Somalia

Dr. Cameron Radford, Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research

Daniel Beringer, Board of Directors, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Julin Boruah, Nature Care and Tourism Education Foundation, India

Seleshi Girima, Ministry of Tourism Ethiopia

Simeneh Admasu Namaga, Conservation and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity and
Forests in Ethiopia

Lakew Berhanu, Conservation and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity and Forests in
Ethiopia

Becky Johnson, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Kafi Nidamudin Adam, Ministry of Environment, Range and Climate Change, Puntland,
Somalia

Indrani Sasamal, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Brian Badger, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Tim Hofmann, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Eli Walker, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Edwin Brown, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Frank Rietkerk, Cheetah Conservation Fund Board, Netherlands

Dr. Stefan Prost, University of Oulu, Finland

Richard R. Muhabwe, Uganda Wildlife Authority

Abdinasir Hussein, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Somaliland

Josué Kpetere, General Directorate of Water, Forests and Hunting

Oliver Wright, TRAFFIC

Dr. Bruce Brewer, Cheetah Conservation Fund

Dr. Rosemary Groom, Range Wide Cheetah Conservation Initiative

Dr. Hans Bauer, University of Oxford, WildCRU

Vincent Van Der Merwe, The Metapopulation Initiative

Dr. Bettina Wachter, Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research



Dr. Cameron Radford, Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research

Maurice Nyaligu, International Fund for Animal Welfare

Kaveh Hobealisohi, Iranian Cheetah Society

Dr. Philip Muruthi, African Wildlife Fund

Sarah Forsythe, Zoological Society of London

Tsyon Asfaw, University of Antwerpen

Dr. Eric Wikramanayake, NEOM

Cynthia Smoot, Cheetah Conservation Fund Ambassador

Olinga Moses, International Fund for Animal Welfare

Cynthia Olson, Cheetah Conservation Fund, Scientific Board

Rebecca Klein — Cheetah Conservation Botswana

Guillaume Thibault, Oliver and Wyman

Hamza Benallal, Oliver and Wyman

Roswitha Smale, Cheetah Conservation Fund Board of Directors

Peter Knights OBE, Wild Africa Fund

Jennifer Croes, Wildlife Crime and Biodiversity Consulting

Gebeyaw Dilnesa, African Wildlife Foundation

Professor Endrias Zewdu Gebremedhin, Ethiopian Veterinary Association

Yeneneh Teka, Regional Environment Office for East Africa, Embassy of the United States
Abdeta Debella Robi, IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) Eastern and
Southern Africa Regional Office

Michael Keigwin, Uganda Conservation Foundation

Zelealem Tefera, Dinkenesh Ethiopia

Aidarus Muse Botan, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Somaliland (MoECC)
Sheillah Munsabe, Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network

Tsyon Asfaw, University of Antwerpen, Large Carnivore Survey of Ethiopia (WildCru)
Arega Mekonnen, Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority

Endrias Zewdu, Ethiopian Veterinary Association

Abdi Asis Ismail Hassen, Somaliland Wildlife and Forest Crime Unit

Eshetu Tadesse, Ethiopia
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