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. Range States
- Signatory States

The Dugong MoU covers 47 Range States.

\Vanuatu
. @

Vanuatuis a small
Island nation In
the South Pacific
located on the
very eastern
edge of the
AOCI Tngwa
range.



An archipelago of 83 volcanicslands

Seven volcanoes are active



Vanuatu Statistics

* Vanuatu Is a ¥haped
archipelago in the South
Pacific

* 67 islands are inhabited

* The islands lie between
latitudes 13 FS and
longitudes 166172E

* The archipelago is
approximately 850 km in
length




Land statistics

* Total Landareal12200 Sq
Km

* Proportion of land area
covered by primary §
forest 36.1% X

* Total forest area 4,400
Km2

* Proportion of terrestrial
and marine areas [#s
protected 0.5% ‘




Ocean Statistics

* Ocean area 680,220 Sg km
(plus disputed Mathew and
Hunter area190000 SqKm)

* Length of coastline313XKm
* Totalreef areal, 200 SgKm

* Area of Inner reef and
lagoon 448 sqKm

* Vanuatu's has a narrow
band of fringing reef
generally less then 100m
wide.




Dugongs in Vanuatu




Previous Dugongstudies in Vanuatu
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* One survey has been carried out to assessthe
distribution, abundance,cultural importance and
threats to the dugong in Vanuatu

* Thiswasin 1987

* The study was carried out by a postal
guestionnairesurveyand an aerialsurvey.

Chambers, MR, E Bani, and BET BarkerHudson "The status of the dugong
(Dugongdugon) in Vanuatu" South PacificCommissionNoumea(New Caledonia)

1989



An image taken from a drone In
2015 In théMaskelynislands
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The conclusion drawn by the

Investigators

A

O/ the available evidence, the dugong does not
appear to be in any danger of decline or extinction in
Vanuatu. The agencies which constitute such threats
elsewhere-overhunting, high accidental death rates,
pollution and loss of seagrass bedslo not exist in
Vanuatu. Nor are they likely to on any appreciable scale
In the foreseeable future. Thus Vanuatu may be one of
the few countries in the dugong's very wide distribution
where it iSO A EA 6




Vanuatu Government's commitment

to dugong conservation

_—

* Signed CMS Dugong MoU in 2010

* Participated in the SPREP Pacific Year of the Dugong Iin
2011

* SPREP Pacific Islands Marine Species Programme-2013
* Commitment under the CBD
* Dugongs are protected under the Fisheries Act

* Seagrass and dugongs protected in community
conservation areas under the Environmental conservation
Act




Dugongs are regularly seen




Dugongs are often seen by Surfers




Mother and 2 calves seen from a
helicopter




of being friendly




Seagrass In Vanuatu




