Monitoring illegal trapping of birds in Cyprus
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Overview

lllegal, non —selective methods (mist nets,
limesticks, calling devices)
* At least157 birds species affected,
Q90 unfavourable conservation status
Large scale trapping
* Hundreds of thousands of migratory

birds killed / year
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Overview

Demand & Supply — restaurants, key
economic driver

Organised criminal networks involved
* 15 million euros per year black
market
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MONITORING PROGRAMME
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MONITORING PROGRAMME

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas
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Main Trapping Areas

1. Kokkinochoria (Larnaca/Famagusta Area)
2. Ayios Theodoros - Maroni Area

3. Kiti Area

4. Lythrodontas Area
5. Troodos Area

6. Solea Valley

7. Marathasa Valley
8. Kampos Valley

9. Akamas Area

10. Peyia Area

(GO0l
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Autumn — main trapping season
Survey focus on hotspot areas 1 & 2
Area revised in 2005 and 2007 to

cover Iqrger ared

Spring monitoring started in 2003
Winter monitoring in 2007
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DESCRIPTION OF MONITORING PROTOCOL

Survey area covers 406 km2 and includes 436 1x1km squares
(some squares include sea)

Stratification: Out of 436 squares, 301 ‘possible’ and 135
‘unlikely’ bird trapping areas

‘Possible’ — based on assessment of vegetation cover alone

Focus on location of mist netting activity



MONITORING PROTOCOL - SAMPLING s

Key trapping areas

1. Ayios Theodoros/Maroni
2. Dhekelia SBA
3. Republic & SBA boundary

ared

Famagusta

Random selection of 1x1km squares

Sample size varies depending on
sedson

Autumn (main) season - 60 squares

Spring season - 40 squares, now
spot checks

Winter season - 40 squares, now
spot checks

Sample of ‘possible’ squares
stratified between Republic,
Dhekelia SBA & ‘Joint’

Geographic, representative coverage
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MONITORING PROTOCOL — FIELD SURVEY

Survey undertaken from car and on foot, daytime hours, 2-person team

ALL trapping finds reported to competent authorities. No intervention by BC team.
Aim: cover each square in 1-2 hours, minimise detection of survey team

Each square surveyed once each season

Avoid confrontation — if people present, team moves on (comes back another day)
No entry into fenced areas, but perimeter check

Trapping finds reported to relevant officers via telephone & email (info in table
format+ Google Earth map locations)

Use of GPS technology & Google maps
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Google Earth map with trapping finds & GPS tracks within & outside selected survey squares




METHODOLOGY — FIELD SURVEY
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METHODOLOGY - NET CODE CATEGORISATION

4 active net codes
Prepared: trapping paraphernalia present, clear corridors & ready for
setting at any time BUT no current activity evident

Active No Net: evidence of activity from early morning or previous days e.g.
fresh feathers, blood, scattered pebbles, loudspeakers & wires

Active Unset Net: net present in situ but furled
Active Set Net: net present in situ and ready for catching birds

Old: Net rides that have been abandoned




METHODOLOGY - NET CODE CATEGORISATION
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Active No Net —

Active No Net —
fresh feathers

fresh feathers

Active Unset Net Active Set Net Limesticks in carob tree
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Main result: trends in
trapping activity (mist
netting)

omparisons always between
years, for the same season

Use of TRIM (TRends &

Indices for Monitoring data)
trends

— reliable trends developed
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RESULTS — TRENDS IN TRAPPING ACTIVITY
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84% decrease autumn
2021 vs autumn 2002;

Enforcement action 2021:
66 arrests, 109 mist nets

1,938 limesticks
confiscated;

However, problems remain:

Limited enforcement on
restaurants

Death estimate:
>600,000 birds in survey
area
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TRENDS — JURISDICTION LEVEL

Trends for Autumn mistnetting activity by jurisdiction
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Google Earth Database — Trapping locations from BirdLife Cyprus monitoring
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RESOURCES

BLCy 2-person team (1 staff member, 1 volunteer)

Period: Autumn: 6 weeks; Spring: 2-4 weeks; Winter: — 2-4
weeks

Field car — replacement every few years + fuel expenses
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DIFFICULTIES

lllegal activity!

Not possible to survey all areas at the same intensity — however,
following the standardised survey methods produces reliable trend
data

No survey can be perfect...but trends reliable if effort / method constant

Increased detection / trapping displacement
Observer bias — but methodology /training constant

Fencing of private properties
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USE(S) OF MONITORING DATA

Trends for trapping activity, comparison within each season
Index for mist netting activity per year

Law enforcement action— all trapping finds reported to authorities
Lobbying tool
Fundraising tool

Awareness raising campaign

Country specific: each IKB and methodology developed




